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PEEFACE. 



The Book of Psalms, in accordance with the appointed 
order of the Services of our Church, is read through every 
month, and is consequently more familiar to us than any 
other portion of Scripture. 

Yet it must, I fear, be acknowledged by most of us, 
that we go on month after month reading these inspired 
songs of Zion in a listless, mechanical way, without dis- 
tinguishing the character and subject of the several poems, 
or imderstanding the sense of the more obscure passages. 

To correct in some degree this careless and irreverent 
habit, and to enable the young and unlearned more espe- 
cially to read the Psalms, *'.witb«'the spirit and with the 
miderstanding also," is^the design of this little Manual 

Disclaiming all intention, of imdertaking anything like 
a general Commentary, 1 have confined myself, more or 
less strictly, to the following two points ; namely, 

I. To prefix to each Psalm a short heading, showing its 
principal subject, or leading idea, so as to prepare the 
reader's mind for what fidlows. This heading is sub- 
stituted for the first words of the Vulgate Translation, 
which surely are retained to very little purpose in those 
editions of the Prayer Book which are intended for the use 
of the poor and the ilHterate. 

II. To explain the more difficult and obscure verses. 
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Unless the limited nature of my design be kept in view, 
the Notes will probably be considered scanty and meagre ; 
but I venture to think that no little evil has arisen from 
the opposite system of overlaying texts, sufficiently intel- 
ligible to serious and thoughtful minds, with diffuse and 
unnecessary comment. The result too often is that the 
Word of God is lost in the amplification of the commen- 
tator; and the reader, indolently resigning himself to the 
guidance of some favourite author, is tempted to neglect 
altogether that patient and devout meditation upon Holy 
Scripture, which forms part of the essential nourishment 
of the Christian life. I have therefore thought it best to 
confine myself for the most part to short explanatory 
notes, feeling that in proportion as the difficulties which 
obscure the text are removed, the devotional study and use 
of the Psalms will be promoted. 

If, however, it still be objected that the spiritual and 
prophetical application of the several Psalms has been too 
sparingly noticed, my answer is that this subject has been 
fully treated in the well-known work of Bishop Home. 
That excellent prelate and writer has not only furnished 
us with a comprehensive nummary of the various subjects 
which are treated of in the Psalter, but has afforded us a 
clue to the meaning of the poetical and figurative language 
in which large portions of it are clothed. But, notwith- 
standing all that has been written, the Christian student 
of the Psalms will discover for himself, at every perusal, 
fresh lessons of divine wisdom and of practical holiness. 
Se win moreover find in them many of the fundamental 
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doctriaes of revealed religion ; as, for example, the Unity 
of the Qodhead, Original Sin, the necessity of Eepentance, 
the For^veness of Sins, and the guidance and support of 
God's Holy Spirit. And thus will he be led to the inevit- 
able conclusion that He who inspired the Apostles of 
Christianity, spake also by the mouth of the Psalmists 
and Prophets of the earlier dispensation. 

The thoughtfiil reader of the Psalms will further be struck 
by their singular purity of thouight and language. He will 
bear in mind that a large portion of them was written a 
thousand years before the advent of Jesus Christ, that is 
to say, about the period when Homer was painting for all 
time the portraiture of the gods of Olympus, their lust, 
ambition, and cruelty ; many centuries, therefore, before 
the favourite minstrels of Greece and Rome began to throw 
the dazzling colours of poetry over the worst forms of pride, 
worldliness, and sensuality. 

Yet, during all those centuries, while the most famous 
poets of classical antiquity were employing their genius 
to consecrate the false creeds and corrupt practices of 
heathenism, the Sacred Bards of Israel were celebrating in 
songs of surpassing beauty and sublimity the one living 
and true God — Creator and Governor of the world — ^whose 
eye is in every place, and whose hand is ever outstretched 
to uphold truth and innocence, and to punish oppression 
and wrong. 

How are we to account for this striking difference of 
sentiment between Jewish and Classical writers ? Solely 
by the feet that the Psalmists of Isroft\ ^«t^ «v:^'^piusM^ 
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by the knowledge of God*s revealed will, and spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

The Psalms, thoroughly imbued as they are with the 
spirit, national and religious, of God's ancient people, and 
clothed in language which at every turn reminds us of 
their peculiar laws, ceremonies, and worship, have yet 
been adopted into the religious service of every Christian 
people. The principle obviously is this, — ^that as "All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God," so must it be 
profitable for the Church in all times ; and the Christian 
Church is but the development of the Jewish. Indeed, our 
Lord and His Apostles have in numerous instances shown 
us how we are to understand and apply the Psalms in a 
spiritual sense, and have thereby jxistified us in carrying 
this application further. Thus, tor example, Jerusalem, 
Mount Zion, the Ark, the Temple, the Sanctuary, are all 
expressions which may suitably represent the Omr^h of 
Christ ; David is a type of the Messiah ; his enemies and 
persecutors are the bitter opponents of Christ and His 
kingdom ; his victories are the triumphs of the GospeL 
The sacrifices of the Law, besides their main purpose of 
foreshadowing the one great Atonement, remind us of those 
sacrifices dearer to Qod, — a broken and a contrite heart, 
lust mortified, the body brought into subjection. The 
offerings and incense of the Temple are the alms and 
prayers of Christian worshippers. 

To enter into the full meaning and spirit of the Psalms, 
careful attention must be given to their style and structure. 
They are poetical compositions, and are consequently dis- 
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tinguished by the peculiar features of poetry— bold figure 
— abrupt transition — ^highlycoloureddescription—frequent 
personification ; but besides these characteristics^ which 
belong, in different degrees, to the poetical language of all 
nations, the poetry of the Hebrews has a structure pecu- 
liar to itself. To this the name of Parallelism has been 
given, from the fact that the first half of a yerse runs, as 
it were, even, or parallel with the second. It is a species 
of rhythm in which ideas answer to ideas, and words to 
words, as if fitted to each other by a certain rule or mea- 
sure. Parallelism is of different kinds. The most common 
is that which may be termed respoimve, or corresponding^ 
wh^re the thought conveyed in ono line is repeated, often 
with more emphasis, in the other. It is owing to this that 
a single yerse of the Psalms not unfrequently supplies both 
the prayer of the minister and the response of the people 
in our.Iiturgy. The following are examples : — 

Lord, open Thou our lips. 

And our mouth shall shew forth Thy praise. 11. 15. 

O God, make speed to save us. 

Lord, make haste to help us. Izx. 1. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

And let our ciy come unto Thee. oil. 1. 

The fifty-first and ninetynsizth Psalms may be cited as 
good illustrations throughout of this national metre, as far 
as it can be represented in our language. Again, what can 
be a better specimen of clause answering to, or correspond- 
ing with clause, than the first three verses of Psalm Ixxvi. 

In Jewry is Gk)d known : 
Hk Name ia greai in lBTa«\. 
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At Salem is his tabernacle : 
And his dwelling in Sion. 

There brake He the arrows of the bow : 
The shield, the sword, and the battle. 

Again, the same arrangement is strikingly observable in 

Psalm cv. Take, for example, verses 20 — 23 : 

The king sent and delivered him : 
The prince of the people let him go free. 

He made him lord also of his house : 
And ruler of all his substance ; 

That he might inform his princes after his will : 
And teach his senators wisdom. 

Israel also came into Egypt : 

And Jacob was a stranger in the land of Ham. 

The second kind of Parallelism is that in which the relation 

between the two clauses of a verse is that of opposition^ or 

contrast; as, for instance, 

The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous : 
But the way of the ungodly shall perish. L 7. , 

They are brought down and fallen : 

But we are risen and stand upright, xz. 8. 

Heaviness may endure for a night : 
But joy cometh in the morning, zzx. 5. 

The third kind is that which is termed constructive. In 

this the thought is expanded and carried on through both 

clauses of the verse. Thus, 

The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, converting the soul : 
The testimony of the Lord is sure, and giveth wisdom unto 
the simple. 

The fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth for ever : 
The judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. 

xix. 7 — 9. 
Thus, again, 

O tliat I had wings like a dove : 
For then would I £ee away and be at rest. 
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LO; then would I get me away far off : 
And remain in the wilderness. 

I would make haste to escape : 

Because of the stormy wind and tempest. Iv. 6 — 8. 

It is xinnecessary to enter into the more minute varieties . 
of this style ; but it is important to notice that the poetry 
of the Hebrews, being framed in a metre which depends 
not upon words and rhymes, but upon the order and 
arrangement of thoughts, is capable of being rendered into 
other languages with less detriment to its spirit and beauty 
than that of any other nation. It is for this reason that 
the form as well as the substance of the Psalms is more 
faithfully retained in the prose of our authorized versions, 
than in any metrical translation. 

It is proper to notice another artificial arrangement of 
certain Psalms. Seven of them^— namely. Psalms xxv, 
xxxiv, xxxvii, cxi, cxii, cxix, cxlv, — are called alphabetical, 
because the first letters of each line, or stanza, follow, 
though not with invariable regularity, the order of the 
alphabet. They are thus what we call acrostics. 

The reader is referred to the tables which are appended j 
for (1.) the principal topic of each Psalm ; (2.) a classifica^ 
tion of the Psalms according to subjects ; (3.) a reference to 
the passages quoted in the New Testament. But it may be 
as weU to point out in this place two particular groups or 
divisions of Psalms. First, the six which constitute the 
greater Hallel, or office of praise, cxiii — cxviii. (see note on 
Psalm cxiii.) : and the fifteen which are called, in the title of 
the Bible Version, Psalms of degrees, «si"\ xaotfik QiaasM^^-^ 
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" Pilgrim Psalms," cxx— cxxxiv. (See note on Psalm cxx.) 
The last five are called Hallelujah Psalms, from each of 
them beginning with that word, which signifies, " Praise 
ye the Lord." See Bible Version. 

There is a tradition that the Jews ordinarily used Psalm 
xxiv. on the first day of the week, xlviii. on the second, 
IzxxiL on the third, xciv. on the fourth, Ixxxi. on the fifth, 
xciii. on the sixth, and xcii. on the seventh. 

Tho Psalms were from very early times arranged in five 
books, and this division is recognised in l^e Septuagint, 
the most ancient translation (Greek) about B.C. 286. 
But it would be impossible to assign uiy distinctive 
character or subject to the several books. The first 
ends with Psalm xli, the second with Psalm Ixxii, (md 
these two together comprise nearly all the Psalms that 
are ascribed to David. Indeed, at this point in the 
Bible Version it is added, " The prayers of David the son 
of Jesse ar« ended." The third book embraces Psalms 
Ixxiii — Ixxxix ; the fourth, xc— cvi ; the fifth, cvii— cl. 
Each book concludes with a doxology. It will, however, 
be borne in mind that St. Peter, referring to prophecies 
concerning Judas in the second and fifth divisions, speaks of 
them as drawn from '^ iAe book of Psalms" (Acts i 20), and 
that the whole Psalter is treated as one book in the canon. 

More interesting is it to mention the Authors to whom 

the Bey&col inspired poems are assigned. The first and 

chiefest is, of course, David, to whom the whole book is 

populariy given. But the titles prefixed in the Bible Version 

^ve to Mm only seventy-three; namely. Psalms iii— ix, 
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xi— xxiii, zxxiy — xli, li — ^Ixv, Ixviii — ^Ixx, Ixxxvi, ci, ciii, 
cviii— ex, cxxii, cxxiv, cxxxi, cxxxiii, cxxxviii — cxlv. 

The other Authors to whom particular Psalms are- 
ascribed are as follows : — 

To Moses, Psalm xc. 

To Solomon, Pisalms Ixxii, cxxvii. 

To Ab&j^, twelve Psalms : — 1, Ixxiii — Ixxxiii. 

To the Sons of Korah, eleven Psalms : — ^xlii, xliv — xlix, 
Izxxiv, Ixxxv, Ixxzvii, Ixxxviii. 

To Heman the Ezrahite, Psalm Ixxxviii. (2 Chron. 
XXXV. 15.) 

To Ethan the Ezrahite, Psalm Ixxxix. 

There are remaining fifty Psalms to which the name 
of no author is prefixed; but we have the warrant of 
Scripture for assigning two of them, namely. Psalms ii. 
and xov., to David. See Acts iv. 25 — 28 ; fleb. iv. 7. 

With regard to the execution of the work little need be 
said. Affecting neither learning nor originality, I have 
availed myself of all the assistance, whether in the way <^ 
translation or comment, which came within my reach, and 
have only been withheld from citing my authorities by the 
fear that a frequent reference to learned authors would give 
a pedantic air to a little unpretending manual, which aims 
only at being practical and useful. 

I must, however, be permitted to offer my grateful 
acknowledgments to the learned author of the '^ Cleveland 
Psalter," for reading over the sheets of the first edition^ 
and giving me the benefit of his 3ud\c\o\]i& c;t\\A&\s?ai. 
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I must also acknowledge the valuable hints and correc- 
tions which I have received from many friends, among 
whom I am bound more especially to mention my excellent 
colleague, the Rev. W. T. Bullock* 

In many instances it will be foimd that particular diffi- 
culties in the Prayer Book Version, which is that of Cran- 
mer (1539), are cleared up by reference to the authorized 
translation in the Bible, which was made more than seventy 
years later (1611) : and in all cases where the words from 
the Bible translation have been quoted in the Notes, they 
are marked with inverted commas [" "]. 

Those who have learning and leisure for study will be at 
no loss what translators and commentators to consult ; but 
the English Reader will for the most peuii find what he 
wants in Bishop Home, Hengstenberg, Slade, and in the 
Plain Commentary. My object has b^en to elicit from 
these and many other sources what seemed necessary to 
put the ordinary student in possession, 1st, of the accurate 
translation of the text ; and 2d, of its true meaning. My 
aim has been to be useful : and to be useful for the gene- 
rality of readers, it is essential to be brief. By this standard 
I desire to be measured; and if I have contributed, 
in however small a degree, to make this portion of the 
Word of God more intelligible and edifying to the young 
and the unlearned, I shall be thankful to God for the 
privilege of employing my " one talent " in His service. 

May, 1869. 
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PSALM 

1 Contrast between the Righteous and the Ungodly. 

2 Triumphant Establishment of Christ's Kingdom. 

3 Trust in God amid Troubles and Dangers. 

4 Entire and joyful Confidence in God. 

5 God the Righteous Judge. 

6 Prayer in Trouble and Affliction accepted. 

7 Appeal of Innocence against Falsehood and Malice. 

8 The Glory of God in the Works of Creation. 

9 Praise for Past, Prayer for Future, Mercies. 

10 The Cry of the Poor against the Oppressor. 

11 Trust in God in Times of Danger and Perplexity. 

12 Appeal to God for Help against treacherous Men. 

13 Prayer in Dejection of Spirits. 

14 The Corruption and Wickedness of Unbelievers. 

15 The Pattern of a true Member of the Church. 

16 Present Contentment and future Glory. 

17 Prayer of the righteous Man. 

18 A Song of Victory and Thanksgiving. 

19 The Heavens God*s Teachers to all Nations. 

20 Prayer for the Eang on the Eve of Battle. 

21 Prayer answered. — ^Thanksgiving fox Wfi\.or3. 

22 Chiist on the Cpobs.— The CoTi\eT«LOU oi ^i^aa QieviJC^«»- 
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PSALM 

23 The Good Shepherd. 

24 Jehovah the King of Earth and Heaven. 

26 Prayer for Protection, Guidance, and Pardon. 

26 The Plea of conscious Integrity. 

27 Trust in God in the midst of Dangers. 

28 Prayer and Thanksgiving for Deliverance. 

29 The Voice of the Lord. 

30 Preservation from Danger or Sickness. 

31 Prayer of Faith in the midst of Adversity. 

32 The Blessedness of having our Sins forgiven* 

33 God's Justice, Power, Wisdom, and Gk)odness. 

34 Invitation to united Praise. — Lessons of holy Living. 

35 Appeal to God*s Justice against evil Men. 

36 Man's Wickedness. — God's Goodness. 

37 The different Ends of the Righteous and the Wicked. 

38 Self-abasement and Confession of Sin. 

39 The Shortness and Vanity of Human Life. 

40 The Obedience and willing Sacrifice of Christ. 

41 The Blessedness of the Merciful. — The false Friend. 

42 Ardent longing for the Sanctuary and Worship of God. 

43 Prayer for Divine Guidance. 

44 The Voice of the Church under Persecution. 

45 The Marriage of Christ with his Spouse the Church. 

46 God the Refuge of his People. 

47 Jehovah, the God both of Jews and Gentiles. 

48 Jerusalem a Type of the Christian Church. 

49 The Vanity of Riches. 

50 Formal and Spiritual Worship. 

51 David's Confession and Repentance. 

52 The Slanderer requited. 

63 The Moral Depravity of Unbelievers. 

64 God the Helper of the Oppressed. 

55 The Treacherous Friend. 

56 Trust in God while surrounded by Enemies 

57 For Deliverance from Persecution. 

SB Denunciation of Unjust Rulers and Judges. 
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P8ALM 

59 For DeliTeraiice from Treacherous Enemies. 

60 David's Triumph over his Enemies. 

61 Prayer of David in Exile. 

62 Trust ia Ood and in N(me beside. 

63 Longing Desire for God and his Grace. 
64^ God's Righteous Retribution* 

65 Thanksgiving for the Fhiitfuhiess of the Earth. 

66 Past and Present Mercies. 

67 For the Spread of God's Truth among all Nations. 

68 Removal of the Ark to Mount l^on. 

69 David the Type of Christ in Suffering. 

70 For Deliverance from Danger. 

71 God our Support in Touth^ and Refuge in old Age. 

72 The Reign of Christ in Peace and Righteousness. 

73 Impatience and Distrust corrected. 

74 Appeal for God's Help and Protection. 

75 God the only sure Stay of a Nation. 

76 National Thanksgiving for Victory. 

77 Past Mercies a Source of Comfort in Affliction. 

78 God's Mighty Works for his People of old. 

79 A People's Lamentation, and Cry for Help. 

80 The Vine transplanted from Egypt. 

81 God's Expostulation with his People. 

82 God's Admonition to Unjust Judges. 

83 Prayer against the Confederate Nations. 

84 The Exile's Longing for the House of God. 

85 Temporal and Eternal Redemption. 

86 Prayer in Trouble and Distress. 

87 Sion the Spiritual Birthplace of all Nations. 

88 Lamentation of a sorrowful and afflicted Spirit. 

89 God's covenanted Mercies. 

90 God's Eternity : — Man's short and fleeting Existence. 

91 God the Protector of his Servants in all Dangers. 

92 Praise to God the Almighty and All-righteous. 

93 The Sovereignty of Jehovah. 

94 God the All-seeing, All-aven^g Sm^^q. 
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PSALM 

95 Invitation to the Praise and Worahip of Jehovah. 

96 Jehovah the sole Object of Worship. 

97 Jehovah the God and King of all the Earth. 

98 Song of Victory. — Christ's Coming to Judgment. 

99 The Majesty, Justice, and Mercy of Jehovah. 

100 A Call upon all Nations to Praise the Gk>d of AIL 

101 David's Maxims of Conduct as King. 

102 Private and Public Sorrow. 

103 Grateful Acknowledgments of God's Mercies. 

104 Hymn of Praise to the Creator of all Things. 

105 God's Dealings with Israel of old. 

106 The Trials of the Wilderness. 

107 The Church's Song of Thanksgiving. 

108 The Conqueror's Song of Triumph. 

109 God's Judgments against his Enemies. 

110 Christ seated at the Right Hand of the Father. 

111 The Faithfulness of Jehovah to his Covenant. 

112 The Blessedness of the Godly. 

113 God's Power and Condescension. 

114 The Exodus from Egypt. 

115 The God of Israel and the Idols of the Heathen. 

116 The Believer's Thanksgiving for Mercies. 

117 Call upon the Heathen to Praise Jehovah. 

118 Song of National Thanksgiving. 

119 The Excellency of God's Word. 

120 Israel in the midst of his Enemies. 

121 God's Providential Care of his Servants. 

122 The Tribes of Israel on their way to the Temple. 

123 Humble Looking up to Gk>d. 

124 Gk)d the Defence of his People. 

125 Trust in God our best Security. 

126 Song of the Captives returned from Babylon. 

127 No Good Thing without God's Blessing. 

128 The Blessings of the Godly. 

129 Past Trials and past Deliverances. 

130 God's Mercy the Hope of the Penitent. 
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PSALM 

131 MeelmeBS and Beeignation. 

182 Zeal for the House of God. 

133 Brotherly Love and Harmony. 

134 The Office of God's Ministers. 

135 Thanksgiving for National Mercies. 

136 God*s ever-enduring Mercy. 

137 The Jew's Remembrance of his Captivity. 

138 Gtod*B Loving-kindness and Truth. 

139 The Onmipresence and Omniscience of God 

140 For Deliverance from Slander and Violence. 

141 For Grace to Resist Temptation. 

142 The Cry of the Friendless. 

143 Prayer of Faith in the midst of Troubles. 

144 For Yictory and the Blessings of Peace. 

145 The Power^ Righteousness, and Mercy of God. 

146 Sure Trust to be reposed in God alone. 

147 Return from Captivity.— God's Power and Goodness. 

148 All Creation called to praise the great Creator. 

149 The Triumph of the Church. 

150 Universal Song of Praise. 
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Christmas Day . 
Ash Wednesday 
Good Friday . 
Easter Day . . 
Ascension Day . 



Whit Sunday J 48, 68. 



Morning, t 


19, 


45, 


85. 


6, 


82, 


38. 


22, 


40, 


54. 


2, 


sr. 


111. 


8, 


15, 


21. 
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Evening, 


89, 


110, 


132. 


102, 


130, 


143. 


69, 


88. 




113, 


114, 


118. 


24, 


47, 


108. 


104, 


145. 





PSALMS FOR SPECLA.L SERVICES. 

Solemnization of Matrimony 67, 128. 

Visitation of the Sick 71. 

Burial of the Dead 39, 90. 

The Churching of Women 116, 127. 

Commination (Ash Wednesday) 51. 

Service at Sea 66, 107. 

Consecration of Churches 24. 

The Queen's Accession 20,21,101. 
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The follovjing Classipioation may he convenient to those who have 
recourse to the Psalms as a Divme Ma/rmaZ of MedUatwriy 
Prayer, a/nd Thanksffiving, It may also he of Set'vice to the 
Clergy in Visiting the SicJe. 

PSALMS. 

Self-examination 19, ver. 7-1& 94,139. 

Penitence and Confession 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143. 

Padence and Resignation 119, Ter. 73, 131. 

Comfort in Affliction 77. 

The Shortness and Uncertainty of Life . 39, 49, 90. 

God's Providential Care 23, 91, 121. 

Trust in God 4,16,62,125. 

In Danger S, 11, 27, 56. 

— When Old and Forsaken . . . . 71. 

God the Protector of his Church . . . 46,124. 

Patient Waiting upon God 123. 

PRAYERS : 

For Divine Guidance 5, 43, 119, tot. 41. 

For Spiritual Union with God . . 42,63. 
For the Spread of God's Truth . . 67. 

In Sorrow and Trouble |13, 69, 86, 88, 119, Yer.26,and Ter 

i 105. 142. 

Against Impatience and Distrust . 37, 73, 126, 140. 

Against the Power of Temptation . 141. 

For Help— Relief— Deliverance . . 9, 25, 81, 54, 57, 59. 

In Behalf of a Sick Person ... 20. 

For God's Blessing 127. 

Invitation to Praise 150. 

Ptaise and Thanksgiving |28,M, 66, 89, 92, 111, 118, 145, 

For Redemption and Salvation . . 85. 

On Recovery firom Sickness ... 40, yet. l—l, 103, 1 16. 

For the Fruits of the Earth ... 65. 

God's Care for the Lowly 113,138,146. 
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Psalm I. 



[i>ayl. 



00KTBA8T BEYWBER TSR BIGHTBOUB AND THE UNOODLT. 

BLESSED is the inan that hath not walked in the 
counsel of the nngodly, nor stood in the way of 
sinners : and hath not sat in the seat of the scornful. 

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord : and in 
his law will he exercise himseK day and night 

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the water- 
side : that will bring forth his &uit in due season. 

4 His leaf also shall not wither : and look, what- 
soever he doeth, it shall prosper. 

5 As for the nngodly, it is not so with them : but 
they are like the chaff, which the wind scatfcereth away 
fix)m the face of the earth. 



Ps. I. — ^This Psalm seems to have 
been placed first, as a suitable in- 
trodaction to the whole Psalter, 
when the books of Scripture were 
collected and arranged in their pre- 
sent order, perhaps by Ezra, about 
the year before Christ 444*. 

1. Blessed is the man, &c.] The 
opening words of the Psalter pro- 
nounce him the happy man who 
avoids all fellowship with the 
wicked; and they warn us that 
if once we begin to follow the 
advice of the im^odly^ we shall go 
on to lead the hfe of sinners^ and 
at last be found to take pleasure in 
the eompanjr of scomerSf who make 
a mock at sin. Prov. jdv. 9; Jer. 



I 



XV. 17. See also Eom. i. 32. 

3. The law of the Lord'\ The 
Word of God, that is, the Holy 
Scriptures. See Josh. i. 8. 

3. Wee a tree"] The same figure 
(derived from the practice of plant- 
ing trees by the side of rivers and 
fountains in eastern countries) is 
employed by the prophet Jeremiah, 
ch. xvii. 8. 

— His fruif] The masculine 
possessive pronoun his is here, as 
also in the next verse, " His leaf,** 
and throughout the English Bible, 
used instead of the neuter its^ which 
was not in u&« "^Vkwa. ^'ox'^^cskSSB. 
waa made. . , 

B. lAkc the chaf , -wUclt ihe •«%•** 



Day 1. 



PSALM II. 



6 Therefore the ungodly shall not be able to stand 
in the judgment : neither the sinners in the congre- 
gation of the righteous. 

7 But the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous : 
and the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

Psalm II. 

TBIUMFHANT ESTABLISHMENT OF CHBIST*8 KINGDOM. 

Proper Pacdm for Easter Day. 

WHY do the heathen so furiously rage, together t 
and why do the people imagine a vain thing ] 
2 The kings of the earth stand up, and the rulers 
take counsel together : against the Lord, and against 
his Anointed. 



tcatUreth, &c.] It will be borne 
in mind that in the East corn was 
thrashed and winnowed in the 
open field. See 2 Sam. xxiv. 18. 

6. — To ifaiid in the judgment"] 
To bear the test of God*s judgment ; 
to 8tand acquitted in God^s sight. 

— The congregation of the right- 
eous] The company of God's 
people ; the true Israelites of old ; 
the Church of Christ now^ from 
which wilful transgressors shall be 
cutoff. Exod.xii. 19; Num. xv. 30. 

7. But the Lord, kii.] The con- 
trast is better marked in the Bible 
Version, " For the Lord knoweth 
the way of the righteous : but the 
way of the ungodly siiall perish." 

— Knoweth] Notes and approves. 
2 Tim. ii. 19. 

Ps. II. represents, as in a vision, 
the daring but vain revolt of the 
heathen nations against the King 
which Jehovah had decreed to set 
up, and his triumph over all his 
enemies. It was universally re- 
garded by the ancient Jews as 
Erophetical of the Messiah, and 
is victorious reign^ and is quoted 
ia /bar different placeB of the New 



Testament: Acts iy. 25, 26; xiii. 
83; Hebrews i. 6; Eey. ii. 27. 
This and the following Psalms, ex- 
cept X. and xxxiii. up to xli. inclu- 
sive, are ascribed to David, and 
embrace the period from B. c. 1063 
to B.C. 1016. 

1. Why do the heathen] These 
words are cited by St. Peter as 
prophetic of the confederacy of 
Herod and Pontius Pilate ; of Jews 
and of Gentiles against Christ. 
See Acts iv. 25, 26. 

— The people] That is, the 
Peoples, or Nations. The context 
will commonly enable the reader to 
judge when the Jewish people, and 
when theheathen nations are meant. 

2. His Anointed] David ; who, 
in accordance with God's command 
had been anointed by Samuel, king 
over Israel. lSam.xvi.l3. But the 
words contain a prophecy of the 
Messiah, or Christ, both which 
titles have the same meaning as 
Anointed, and signify a person con- 
secrated or anointed with oil, as 
chosen men of old were, for the 
office of king, priest, and prophet. 
See Exodus xxviiL 41; xxix. 7» 
1 Kings xix. 16. 



PSALM II. 



Day 1. 



3 * Let us break their bonds asunder : and cast away 
their cords from us.' 

4 He that dwelleth in heaven shall laugh them to 
scorn : the Lord shall have them in derision. 

5 Then shall He speak unto them in his wrath : and 
vex them in his sore displeasure. 

6 * Yet have I set my King : upon my holy hill of 
Sion.' 

7 I will preach the law, whereof the Lord hath said 
unto me : * Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
Thee. 

8 ' Desire of Me, and I shall give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance : and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for thy possession. 

9 * Thou shalt bruise them with a rod of iron : and 
break them in pieces like a potter's vessel.' 

10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings : be learned, 
ye that are judges of the earth. 

11 Serve the Lord in fear : and rejoice unto Him 
with reverence. 

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and so ye perish 



8. Let us break their bonds asun- 
der'] Sach is the laoguj^^e of the 
rebellious kings and rulers. See 
Jer. Y. 6 ; Luke xix. 14. 

4. ShtM have them in derision"] 
Shall mock at their vain attempts 
to resist the Divine will. 

6. Tet have I set my King] The 
Almighty here announces his sove- 
reign purpose to set up the kingdom 
of his Son in spite of the opposi- 
tion of kings and Peoples. Acts v. 
31. 

7. I wUl preach the law, &c.] 
David, who is here the speaker, says, 
" I will declare the decree: The Lord 
hath said unto me, * Thou art my 
Son,*'* &c The decree and promise 
are applicable, first, to David and 
his triumph over all his enemies 
round about; but, secondly, and in a 
more etpecial manner, to the uni- 
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versal dominion of Christ. Matt, 
iii. 17 ; xvii. 6 ; Acts xiii. 33. 

8. The heathen for thitie inherit- 
ance, &c.] A promise to David of 
victory over the surrounding na- 
tions ; but more truly, a prophecy 
of the triumph of Christ's kingdom 
over the heathen world. 

9. Thou shalt bruise^ &c.] * He 
shall rule them with a rod of iron; 
as the vessels of a potter shall they 
be broken to shivers.' Kev. ii. 27. 

10. Be learned] Be taught or 
instructed. 

11. Rejoice unto Him with reve- 
rence] The Bible has simply " Re- 
joice with trembling." Joy that the 
Messiah is exalted to be king, 
should be tempered or mixed with 
fear lest we series \i\Tft. «kxvs&. 

la. Xm the Son"\ ^x^xcC\V,"K^^ 



I)at 1. 



PSALli III. 



jfrom the right way : if his wrath be kindled, (yea, but 
a little,) blessed are aU they that put their trust in Him. 

Psalm III. 

TBUST IN OOD AMD) TROUBLES AND DANGERS. 

LOED, how are they increased that trouble me : 
many are they that rise against me. 

2 Many one there be that say of my soul : * There 
is no Jielp for him in his God.' 

3 But Thou, Lord, art my defender : Thou art my 
worship, and the lifter up of my head. 

4 I did call upon the Lord with my voice : and He 
heard me out of his holy hiU. 

5 I laid me down and slept, and rose up again : for 
the Lord sustained me. 

6 I will not be afraid for ten thousands of the 
people : that have set themselves against me round 
about. 

7 Up, Lord, and help me, my God : for Thou 
smitest aU mine enemies upon the cheek-bone ; Thou 
hast broken the teeth of the ungodly. 



13 The right waif,'] Or, emphati- 
cally * The Way,' the way of life and 
salvation. The best explanation 
of the expression will be found 
in Psalm i. 6. It is adopted in 
one of the petitions of the Litany, 
wherein we pray God to * govern his 
holy Church universal in the right 
way* 

— ^ hi^ wrath be kindled^ yea,, 
hut a little] Better perhaps, For 
his wrath will soon (within a little 
while) be kindled. 

Fs. III. is in the ancient Title, 
which is retained in the Bible 
Version, called " A Psalm of David 
when he fled from Absalom his 
son ; " and was, perhaps, used as a 
morning hymn. See 2 Sam. xv. 
10—14. 

J, ITotff <»y /^ increased that 
4 



trouble me] Observing how nume- 
rous his enemies had become on 
every side, David casts himself with 
full confidence on the protection of 
Jehovah. It is in a like spirit that 
the prayer of our Church is framed, 
* Give peace in our time, O Lord— 
Because there is none other that 
fighteth for us, but only Thou, O 
God.' 

3. My worship] "My glory." 
The source of my greatness and 
power. Worship nad formerly the 
sense of honour, and is so used in 
the Marriage Service, *With my 
body I thee worship.' See Luke 
xiv. 10 ; Ps. viii. 5 ; Ixxxir. 12. 

4. His holy hiU] Mount Zion, 
where the tabernacle was erected. 

7. Thou smitest, &c.] To smite 
the cVieek-bonA or jaw— and to 



PSALM IV. 



Day 1. 



8 Salvation belongetb. unto the Lord : and thy 
blessing is upon thy people. 

Psalm IV. 

ENTIRE AND JOYFUL CONFmENOE IN GOD. 

HEAR me when I call, O God of my righteousness : 
Thou hast set me at liberty when I was in 
trouble ; have mercy upon me, and hearken unto my 
prayer. 

2 ye sons of men, how long will ye blaspheme 
mine honour : and have such pleasure in vanity, and 
seek after leasing ? 

3 Know this also, that the Lord hath chosen to 
Himself the man that is godly : when I call upon the 
Lord, He will hear me. 

4 Stand in awe, and sin not : commune with your 
own heart, and in your chamber, and be stilL 

5 Offer the sacrrfice of righteousness : and put your 
trust in the Lord. 



break the teeth — ^is to destroy the 
power of an enemy, and take awav 
his means of offence ; as the teetn 
of wild animals are broken or dashed 
out, to destroy their power of mis- 
chief. Compare Fs. Iviii. 6. 

8. SedvaHon beUmgeth unto the 
Lord} On God alone can we depend 
for health and safety, whether of 
body or sooL 

Ps. TV. written probably while 
David was encompassed with ene- 
mies, expresses his nnshaken tnist 
in the Divine care and protection. 
It sets forth the duty of self-exami- 
nation, and of the prayer of faith. 
Verse 9, makes it especially suitable 
for an evening hymn. 

1. Ood of my righUousnet*] 
Thou, God, who knowost the justice 
of my cause, and hast preserved me 
in the midst of dangws. 

Bs Bia^AcmeminehfOnomrX GMt 
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contempt and ridicule upon me and 
the high office to which, bv Divine 
favour, I have been exalt«d. 

— ^h e^ter leaniig\ Study and 
practise deceit. 

3. iTnofc^Awo/lvOj&c.'] But know 
this, that God Himself (who know^ 
eth my desire to serve Him) and 
not man, has chosen me to be King. 

4. Stand in awe, &c.] This clause 
is translated in the Septuagint, or 
Greek Version, ' Be ye angry and 
sin not;* and is so quoted by St. 
Paul, Ephes. iv. 26. According to 
this rendering, the meaning is, sin 
not through anger. Be not angry 
in such a way, or to such a degree, 
as may lead you into sin. 

— Commune unihyour own het^f] 
Consider with yourself— meditate 
alone and in secret. 

5. The sacrifice of T\gliicou«ne»»\ 



Day 1. 



PSALM V. 



6 There be many that say : ' Who will shew us any 
good V 

7 Lord, lift Thou up : the light of thy countenance 
upon us. 

8 Thou hast put gladness in my heart : since the 
time that their com, and wine, and oil, increased. 

9 I will lay me down in peace, and take my rest : 
for it is Thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in 
safety. 

Psalm V. 

GOD THE BIGHTEOUB JUDGE. 

PONDEE my words, O Lord : consider my medi- 
tation. 

2 hearken Thou unto the voice of my calling, my 
King, and my God : for unto Thee will I make my 
prayer. 

3 My voice shalt Thou hear betimes, Lord : early 
in the morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee, and 
wiU look up. 

4 For Thou art the God that hast no pleasure in 
wickedness : neither shall any evil dwell with Thee. 

5 Such as be foolish shall not stand in thy sight : 
for Thou hatest all them that work vanity. 



Ps. li. 17—19. * Then shaU they 
offer sacrifices of righteousness.* 
DeQt. xxxiii. 19. 

6. Th^e be' many that say] 
While many ftre ready to despair, 
David tnists in God for deliverance. 

8. Thou ha$tjnU gladness in my 
heart since, &c.j According to the 
rendering in the Bible the meaning 
is, Thoa hast ^iven me gladness 
greater than theirs when their com 
and wine abonnd. Spiritual is 
better and more real than temporal 
joy. See Dent. xvi. 8. 

Ps. y. appean to be a morning 
J^jram addreaaed with pious cpnfi* 
6 



dence to a God holy and just, who 
abhors violence, cnielfy and deceit. 
1. Ponder my words'] To pon- 
der is to weigh — David prays God 
to give due weight to his cries and 
entreaties for help and succour. 

3. WiU look up'] Will be on the 
watch, and wait in faith for the 
answer. Hab. ii. 1. 

4. I%ou art the Ood thai hast no 
pleasure in wickedness] The same 
thought is more fiilly expressed in 
Hab. i. 13. 

6. Such as he foolish^ &c.] The 
wicked shall not be able to stand 
in God*s presence. They shall be 
oondemned at Bis Vms. Hftve and 



PSALM V. 



Dat 1. 



6 Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing : the 
Lord will abhor both the bloodthirsty and deceitful 
inan. 

7 But as for me, I will come into thine house, even 
upon the multitude of thy mercy : and in thy fear will 
I worship toward thy holy temple. 

8 Lead me, Lord, in thy righteousness, because of 
mine enemies : make thy way plain before my face. 

9 For there is no faithfulness in his mouth : their 
inward parts are very wickedness. 

10 Their throat is an open sepulchre : they flatter 
with their tongue. 

11 Destroy Thou them, God; let them perish 
through their own imaginations : cast them out in the 
multitude of their ungodliness ; for they have rebelled 
against Thee. 

12 And let all them that put their trust in Thee 
rejoice : they shall ever be giving of thanks, because 
Thou defendest them ; they that love thy Name shall 
be joyful in Thee ; 

13 For thou. Lord, wilt give thy blessing unto the 
righteous : and with thy favourable kindness wilt Thou 
defend him as with a shield. 



elsewhere by fooliih we are to tm- 
derstand wicked, because sin and 
transgression to God's Law are the 
greatest folly of which man can be 
guilty. 
— Vanity] " iniqnity." 

6. Them that ^ak leasing] 
Those who tell lies. 

7. Even upon the muUitude of 
thp mercy] Throngh thy great 
goodness and fayonr towards me. 

8. In thy righteousness ^ &c.] In 
thjf righteous way, for I am in the 
midst of treacheroQs enemies who 
wonld mislead and betray me. 



9. In his mouth] In their month, 
the month of any one of them. 

10. An open sepulchre] The 
throat of the wicked which gives 
forth lies and blasphemies is com- 
pared to an open grave, from which 
arises all manner of foulness and 
corruption. See Kom. iii. 13. 

11. Bestroy Thou them] The 
Psalmist calls for, or perhaps only 
foretells, the Divine judgment, not 
on his own personal enemies, bnt 
on those who oppose, and rebel 
against, the will of God. 



DatL 



PSALM VL 



JSvening.] 



Psalm VI. 



[^ay 1. 



PRA.TZR IK TROTTBLB AND AFFLICTION AOOEFTED. 

Pfoper PacUm for Ash-Wednesday, 

OLORD, rebuke me not in thine indignation : 
neither chasten me in thy displeasure. 

2 Have mercy upon me, Lord, for I am weak : 
Lord, heal me, for my bones are vexed. 

3 My soul also is sore troubled : but, Lord, how 
long wilt Thou punish me 1 

4 Turn Thee, Lord, and deliver my soul : save 
me for thy mercy's sake. 

5 For in death no man remembereth Thee : and 
who will give Thee thanks in the pit t 

6 I am weary of my groaning; every night wash 
I my bed : and water my couch with my tears. 

7 My beauty is gone for very trouble : and worn 
away because of all mine enemies. 



Ps. VI.— This is the first of tke 
PenUential Psalms. There are 
seven so called, the others being 
the 82d, 38th, Slst, 102d, 130th, 
14&d. They are all nsed in the 
services of Ash-Wednesdaj. 

1. In TUne indwnaium'] " In 
thiae anger." A like petition is 
found in Jer. x. 24, whence it has 
been adopted as one of the sen- 
tencps to be used at the b^;inning 
of Morning and Evening Prayer. 

2. My bonet are vexecH My 
whole frame is shaken, li^ very 
bones ache, from the trouble and 
distress of soul which my sins have 
oecasioned me. 

8. Sow long toiU Thou punish 
me] In the Bible Version it is 
simply, "But thou, O Lord, how 
long P '» 

6. For in death no man remem- 
Afr^/4 mre] The s&me thought 
8 



is beautifully expanded in Hese- 
kiah*s prayer, Isaiah; xzxviiL 18. 

— In the pit] In Hades, tiie 
place of departed spirits. 'Hdl,' 
an old English word, has precisely 
the same meaning as Hades, namely, 
a covered or unseen place : in this 
sense it is used in the Apostlei^ 
Creed. * He descended into HeU,' 
means that our Lord went down to 
the unseen world of spirits. 

6. Svery nigki wash I my bed, 
&c.] AU night I drendi my bed, 
&c. Expressions used to denote 
extreme anguish of mind or body. 
See Job viL 3. 

7. My beauty it pone for very 
trouble] "Mine eye is consumed 
because of griel" See Isaiah ML 
14, where it is said of Him who 
suffered for the sins of all, ' His 
visage was so marred more than 
any man, and his form more than 
the sous of men.' 



PSALM VII. Day 1. 



8 Away from me, all ye that work vanity : for the 
Lord hath heard the voice of my weeping. 

9 The Lord hath heard my petition : the Lord will 
receive my prayer. 

10 All mine enemies shall be confounded, and sore 
vexed : they shall be turned back, and put to shame 
suddenly. 

P»ALM VIL 

APPEAL OF INI70CENCE AGAINST FALSEHOOD AND KALIOE. 

OLOKD my God, in Thee have I put my trust 
save me £com all them that persecute me, and 
deliver me ; 

2 Lest he devour my soul, like a lion, and tear it in 
pieces : while there is none to help. 

3 Lord my God, if I have done any such thing : 
or if there be any mckedneas in my hands ; 

4 If I have rewarded evil unto him that dealt 
friendly with me :" yea I have deUvered him that with- 
out any cause is mine enemy ; 

5 Then let mine enemy persecute my soul, and take 
me : yea, let him tread my life down upon the earth, and 
lay mine honour in the dust 

6 Stand up, Lord, in thy wrath, and lift up 
thyself because of the indignation of mine enemies : 



8. Jnoa^ from me, &c.] David 
now saddenly changes hii tone— 
declares that Ood had heard his 
prayer, and boldlv requires his ene- 
mies to leave off their attacks, as 
he was now again under the pro- 
tection of Jehovah. 

10. All mim enemies] It must 
be remembered that the enemies of 
Dtfivid were rebels aMinst him whom 
God had chosen and anointed King 
of IszaeL 

Ps. YIL— Probably written by 
David when auSeiiag wider toii 
9 



false accusations and bitter perse- 
cution of Saul, or some of his par- 
tisans. 1 Sam. xviii. 11 — 21 ; xxiv. 

3. 1/l have done any such thmg] 
If I am guilty of the crime which 
enemies lay to my charge. David 
was accused by Saul of conspiring 
against his life. 1 Sam. xxii. 8^ — 13. 

4. Delivered] Bather, perhaps, 
spoiled or plundered. For an in- 
stance of David's generous forbear* 
ance to Saul when he was in his 
power, see 1 Sam. xxiv. 11. 

6. TKt ind%gnail\o»\ "^^^a -tw^ 



/ 



Day 1. 



PSALM va 



arise up for me in the judgment that Thou hast com- 
manded. 

7 And so shall the congregation of the people come 
about Thee : for their sakes therefore lift up thyself 
again. 

8 The Lord shall jildge the people; give sentence 
with me, Lord : according to my righteousness, and 
according to the innocency that is in me. 

9 let the wickedness of the ungodly come to an 
end : but guide Thou the just. 

10 For the righteous God : trieth the very hearts 
and reins. 

11 My help cometh of God : who preserveth them 
that are true of heart 

12 God is a righteous Judge, strong, and patient : 
and God is provoked every day. 

13 If a man wiU not turn, He will whet his sword : 
He hath bent his bow, and made it ready. 

14 He hath prepared for him the instruments of 
death : He ordaineth his arrows against the perse- 
cutors. 

15 Behold, he travaileth with mischief : he hath 
conceived sorrow, and brought forth ungodliness. 



6. Arise up for me in the jvdg- 
menf\ Arise to maintain my cause, 
and pass a just sentence on my 
enemies. Or, it may be, arise. 
Thou who hast ordained judgment. 
David appeals to Jehovah to do 
justice in his behalf, inasmuch as 
He, the Lord, is the author of jus- 
tice, and the righteous Judge of all 
the world. 

7. So shall the conffreffotion^ 
&c.]| An open display of the 
justice of God will bring multi' 
tudes to acknowledge and worship 
Him. 

— Lifl up thyself again] The 
more exact meaning is, Return on 
high — or ascend again to thy 
throae of judgment. 
10 



8. According to my righteousness, 
&c.] Inasmuch as I am innocent of 
the crimes laid to my charge. 

10. re%ns\ Literally, the kidneys ; 
but meaning the inmost feelings 
and affections. 

14. Ordaineth his arrowsl Or, 
Hath prepared for Himself flaming 
arrows. 

15. ffe travaileth with mischief] 
He, the godless man, is teeming ana 
big with wicked schemes. The 
language of this verse will be better 
understood if it be compared with 
that of Job XV. 86, ' They conceive 
mischief, and bring forth vanity* 
— and with James i. 15, *When 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth sin,* &c. 



PSALM VIII. 



Day 1. 



16 He hath graven and digged up a pit : and is fallen 
himself into the destruction that he made for other. 

17 For his travail shall come upon his own head : 
and his wickedness shall fall on his own pate. 

18 I will give thanks unto the Lord, according to his 
righteousness : and I will praise the Name of the Lord 
most High. 



Psalm VIIL 

THE GLOBY OF OOD IN THE WOBKS OF OBEATIOK. 

Proper PscUmfor Ascension-Day, 

OLORD our Governor, how excellent is thy Name 
in all the world : Thou that hast set thy glory 
above the heavens ! 

2 Out of the mouth of very babes and sucklings hast 
Thou ordained strength, because of thine enemies : that 
Thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 

3 For I will consider thy heavens, even the works of 



16. Graven] followed out. 

— Is fallen himself ^ &c.] Saul is 
an instance of this righteous re- 
tribution. He thought to make 
David fall br the hand of the Phi- 
listines, 1 Sam. xviii. 26 ; and by 
the Philistines he was himself 
OYerthrown, 1 Sam. xxxi. 1 — 6. 
See Ps. ix. 16. 

17. His travaUJ His work. The 
mischief which he was plotting. 

— Shall fall on his own pate"] 
Shall return upon himself. So 
1 Sam. xxT. 89. 

Ps. YIIL is a sublime contem- 
plation of the wonderful works 
of creation —of the weakness and 
helplessness of man in himself — 
and of the dignity conferred upon 
him by being made in 6od*s ima^ ; 
but especially b^ the manifestation 
of Jesus Christ in the human form. 

1. Hote excellent is thy Name\ 
In other words. How glorioiu and 
11 



excellent art Thou ! — ^the name of 
the Lord being put in Scripture 
for the Lord Himsell See Ps. xx. 
1 ; ProT. xviii. 10 ; Acts iv. 10. 

2/irast Thou ordained sirenfftK] 
Thou hast asserted thy power by 
means of the feeblest instruments. 
In like manner, St. Paul says, * God 
hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the 
things that are mighty/ 1 Cor. i. 
27. See also Heb. xi. 34 ; Matt, 
xi. 26, xxi. 16. Refer also to Matt, 
xi. 26 ; the Collect for the Inno- 
cents' Day. 

— Because of thine enemies'] With 
a view to confound those who 
oppose themselves, and to still or 
put to silence the malicious and 
spiteful enemy. It will be remem- 
bered that the youthful David, 
without spear or shield, overcame 
the terrible giant Goliath. h'<j \!ck!i^ 



Day 2. PSALM IX. 



ihy fingers : the moon and the stars, which Thou hast 
ordained. 

4 What is man, that Thou art mindfol of him : and 
the son of man, that Thou visitest him f 

5 Thou madest him lower than the angels : to crown 
him with glory and worship. 

6 Thou makest him to have dominion of the works 
of thy hands : and Thou hast put all things in subjec- 
tion, under his feet ; 

7 All sheep and oxen : yea, and the beasts of the 
field; 

8 The fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea : and 
whatsoever walketh through the paths of the seas. 

9 Lord our Governor : how excellent is thy Name 
in all the world ! 

Hfoming,] PSALM IX. [Day 2. 

PBAISB FOB FAST^ FBAYEB FOB FXJTUBE, MBBCEBS. 

I WILL ^ve theoiks unto Thee, O Lord, with my 
whole heart : I will speak of all thy marvellous 
works. 

2 I will be glad and rejoice in Thee : yea, my songs 
will I make of thy Name, Thou most Highest. 

3 While mine enemies are driven back : they shall 
feJl and perish at thy presence. 



4)— 8. JFkai is ntan, &c.] This 
passage, in which God*s gracious 
condescension and love to man are 
set forth, and the exaltation of 
human nature in the person of 
Jesus Christ foreshown, is quoted 
bv St. Paul. Heb. ii. 6—9. See 
also Gen. i. 26—28 ; 1 Cor. xv. 
U—27 ; Ephes. i. 22. 

6. Thou makest hint to have do- 
minion^ &c.] Thou gavest him 
power a|id rule over all created 
thint^s. 

7.' The hosts of the field:] that 
A, The wild beasts. 
12 



Ps. IX. was probably written, 
after the removal of tne ark to 
Mount Zion, to celebrate some 
national triumph. The relation of 
Israel to the surrounding heathen 
nations is that of the Church 
of Christ to a wicked or uncon- 
verted world; and the Christian 
may app^ the language of the 
Israelite as a prayer for the sub- 
jecticm of God*s enemies to the law 
of Christ. 

3. WhUe mine enenues'] Bather, 
whei^ my enemies. 



PSALM IX. 



Dat 2» 



4 For Thou hast maintained my right and my cause : 
ThoxL art set in the throne that judgest right. 

5 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, and destroyed the 
ungodly : Thou hast put out their name for ever and 
ever. 

6 thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual 
end : even as the cities which thou hast destroyed ; 
their memorial is perished with them. 

7 But the Lord shall endure for ever : He hath also 
prepared his seat for judgment. 

8 For He shall judge the world in righteousness 
and minister true judgment unto the people. 

9 The Lord also wfll be a defence for the oppressed : 
even a refuge in due time of trouble. 

10 And they, that know thy Name will put their 
trust in Thee : for Thou, Lord, hast never failed them 
that seek Thee. 

110 praise the Lord which dwelleth in Sion : shew 
the People of his doings. 

12 For, when He maketh inquisition for blood, He 
remembereth them : and forgetteth not the complaint 
of the poor. 



4. Thou hast maintained my 
right and my cause] The meaning 
is. Thou hast defended my righteous 
cause; or, as we say, my just 
rights. 

5. The heathen'] The hostile 
nations. 

6. Destructions are come, &c.] 
As to the enemy, his destructions 
are come to an end — even as the 
eities which Thou hast overthrown 
— ^their very memory has perished. 

7. His seat for judcment] The 
tribunal from which ne will for 
ever judge men according to their 
deeervings. 

9. Even a refuge in due time of 
trouble] A present, seasonable 
lielp in time of trouble : a refuge 
when moat needed, 
IS 



10. TJiey that know thy name] 
They that acknowledge thy power 
and mercy. 

11. Shew the people of his 
doings] Proclaim his deeds among 
the nations. 

12. When He maketh inquisition] 
When He takes account of the 
blood which has been shed. See 
Gen. iv. 10. 

— He remembereth them, Srcl 
Them — namely, those whose blood 
had been shed. 'Ilie Lord in liis 
mercy remembers the poor and the 
oppressed. He remembers also and 
will requite the oppressor of his 
people. 

— The com'j^laini of IKc ifOQff\ 
T\ve WOT^ complaVftl oRjsva^ ^«^ 



/ 



DAT 2. 



PSALM X. 



13 Have mercy upon me, Lord; consider the 
trouble wMch I suffer of them that hate me : Thou 
that liftest me up from the gates of death. 

14 That I may shew all thy praises within the ports 
of the daughter of Sion : I wiR rejoice in thy salvation. 

15 The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they 
made : in the same net which they hid privily, is their 
foot taken. 

16 The Lord is known to execute judgment : the 
ungodly is trapped in the work of hid own hands. 

17 The wicked shall be turned into heU : and all 
the people that forget Grod. 

18 For the poor shall not alway be forgotten : the 
patient abiding of the meek shall not perish for ever. 

19 Up, Lord, and let not man have the upper hand : 
let the heathen be judged in thy sight. 

20 Put them in fear, Lord : that the heathen may 
know themselves to be but men. 



w 



Psalm X. 

THE CRT OF THE POOR AGAINST THE OPPRESSOR. 

H Y standest Thou so far off, Lord : and hidest 
thy face in the needful time of trouble ] 



always as an expression of grief, 
or cry of distress, — never in its 
more modem sense of murmuring 
or repining. See, for example, 
Ps. xvii. 1 ; xviii. 6 ; xxii. 1, &c. 

14. The ports of the daughter of 
Sion.'] The gates of Jerusalem. 

16. The Lord is known to exe- 
cute judgment] "The Lord is 
known hy the judgment whic)i He 
cxecuteth." 

— The ungocUy is trapped^ &c.] 
Compare Ps. vii. 17. 

17. The wicked shcdl he turned 
into helly &c.] 'Hell' here means 
the place of the dead — and by the 
Feop)e we are to nnderstand (as in 
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Ps. ii. 1) the Peoples, — that is, 
the Heathen Nations. The whole 
verse, however, must be taken as a 
solemn prediction and warning of 
final death and destruction to all 
who forget God and serve Him 
not. 

19. Be judged in thy stghf] Be 
condemned before Thee. 

20. Put them in fear] Strike 
terror into them. 

— To be but men] Utterly 
powerless of themselves, and unable 
to stand against God. 

Ps. X. is an appeal to the Most 
High against the ungodly man, 



PSALM X. 



Day 2. 



2 The ungodly for his own lust doth persecute the 
poor : let them be taken in the crafty wiliness that 
they have imagined. 

3 For the ungodly hath made boast of his own 
heart's desire : and speaketh good of the covetous, 
whom God abhorreth. 

4 The ungodly is so proud, that he careth not for 
God : neither is God in all his thoughts. 

5 His ways are alway grievous : thy judgments are 
far above out of his sight, and therefore defieth he all 
his enemies. 

6 For he hath said in his heart, ' Tush, I shall never 
be cast down : there shall no harm happen unto me/ 

7 His mouth is full of cursing, deceit, and fraud : 
under his tongue is ungodliness and vanity. 

8 He sitteth lurking in the thievish comers of the 
streets : and privily in his lurking dens doth he murder 
the innocent ; his eyes are set against the poor. 

9 For he lieth waiting secretly, even as a lion 
lurketh he in his den : that he may ravish the 
poor. 



whose pride, craft, and tyranny are 
described in lively terms. The 
reader will observe how naturally 
the Psalmist looks np to God, to 
redress his wrongs, and to aven^^e 
him of his adversary; and what 
confidence he expresses that God 
will hear his prayers. The Chris- 
tian has far stronger grounds of 
assurance that God for Christ's 
take will deliver him from his 
spiritual enemies. 

2. For his own litsf] In his pride 
of heart. 

— Let them he taken, &c.] Let 
them — the ungodly — *be trapped 
in the work of their own hands.* 
Eefer to Ps. ix. 16. 

3. The ungodly hath made boast 
of his own hearts desirel The un- 
godly man glories in fulnlling and 
satisfjin^ his own evil desires and 
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passions. Phil. iii. 19. He ap- 
plauds himself for his gains, and 
despises God. Compare Hab. i. 16. 

6. His ways are alway grievous'] 
The meaning seems rather to be, 
His ways are iirm and unmoved. 
He is looked upon as a prosperous 
man because he is permitted to re- 
main so long unpunished. Ps. Ixxiii. 

7. Under his tongue] In allusion 
to the poison of serpents, which is 
concealed under their teeth. 

8. In the thievish comers^ &c/] 
This verse is rendered in the B. V. 
" He sitteth in the lurking-places 
of the villages : in the secret places 
doth he murder the innocent." 

9. Js a lion lurkefh he^ &c.] 
Compare Job xxxviii, 39.,4G. 



\ 



Day 2. 



PSALM X. 



10 He doth rayisli the poor : when he getteth him 
into his net 

11 He falleth down, and humbleth himself : that 
the congregation of the poor may fall into the hands of 
his captains. 

12 He hath said in his heart, 'Tush, God hath 
forgotten : He hideth away his face, and He will never 
see it' 

13 Arise, Lord God, and Hft np thine hand : 
forget not the poor. 

14 Wherefore should the wicked blaspheme God : 
while he doth say in his heart, * Tush, Thou God carest 
not for it' 

15 Surely Thou hast seen it : for Thou beholdest 
ungodliness and wrong. 

16 That Thou mayest take the matter into thine 
hand : the poor committeth himself unto Thee; for 
Thou art the helper of the Mendless. 

17 Break Thou the power of the ungodly and mali- 
cious : take away his ungodliness, and Thou shalt find 
none. 

18 The Lord is King for ever and ever : and the 
heathen are perished out of the land. 

19 Lord, Thou hast heard the desire of the poor : 
Thou preparest their heart, and thine ear hearkeneth 
thereto ; 

20 To help the fatherless and poor unto their right : 



11. 5<f falleth down J &c.] Em- 
ploying for his purposes craft as 
well as violence. "He croucheth, 
and humbleth himself, that the poor 
may fall by his strong ones ; " or be 
caught in his gripe. 

13. TuskyGodhathforgotteHybja.'] 
Compare Job xxii. 13, 14. 

16. T<dce the matter into thine 
hand"] That is, undertake the cause 
of the poor and oppressed. 

■^Thefriendleis] "Thefather- 
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17* Take away his ungodlinesa] 
Track out his wickedness, till there 
be no more to discover. 

18. Out of the land'} Rather, 
from off i/Vj land. By the heathen 
we may understand not only the 
idolatrous Canaanites, but the ene- 
mies of Ood generally. Refer to 
Ps. xxxvii. 9. 

19. Thou preparest their hearf\ 
Rather,perhaps, Thou strengthenest 
and establishest their heart. Fs. 
zxii.27. 



PSALM xr. 



Day 2. 



that the man of the .earth be no more exalted against 
them. 

Psalm XI. 

TBX7ST IK GOD IV TIMES OF DANGER AND PEBPLEXITT. 

IN the Lord put I my trust ; how say ye then to 
my soul; that she should flee as a bird unto the 
hilll 

2 For lo, the ungodly bend their bow, and make 
ready their arrows within the quiver ; that they may 
privily shoot atithem which are true of heart. 

3 For the foundations will be cast down : and what 
hath the righteous done 1 

4 The Lord is in his holy temple : the Lord's seat 
is in heaven. 

5 His eyes consider the poor : and his eyelids try 
the children of men. 

6 The Lord alloweth the righteous : but the un- 
godly, and him that delighteth in wickedness, doth his 
soul abhor. 

7 Upon the ungodly He shall rain snares, fire and 



20. That the man of the earthy 
&c.] That man, a creature of the 
earth, may no longer be permitted 
to tyrannize over the weak and 
friendless. 

Ps. XL seems to have been com- 
posed by David on some occasion 
of extreme danger, perhaps when 
forewarned by Jonathan of Saul's 
intention to kill him. See 1 Stun. 
xix.a. 

2. For lo^ &c.] The reason for 
flight is thateven now thine enemies 
are aiming their arrows at thee. 

— Within the quiver.'] Better 
** upon the string. 

S. For the foundaiions^ &c.] 
David's friends urge him to fly by 
asking what the righteous man, the 
servant of God, can do when the 
fonndation of all right andjustice 
is fna&aimR? Chmpan Ps. Ixx. 
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4>; Ixxxii. 6. David replies, he 
must still hold fast his faith in 
God*8 over-ruling Providence, for 
assuredly The Lord is in his holy 
teimale, the Lord^s seat is in heaven, 

5. His eyes consider^ &c,] Qod 
sees and marks both the sufferings 
of the afflicted, and the most secret 
designs of the wicked. 

6. Alloweth'] This word is de- 
rived from the old Norman-English, 
'allouer* (Latin, allaudare)^ and 
means, approveth, or justifieth. Bef. 
to Luke xi. 48 ; Rom. vii. 15 ; xiv. 
22; I Thess. ii. 4; 1 Pet. ii. 4, 7, 
all of which passages will be better 
understood, by bearing in mind the 
use of this word in old English. 
It occurs in the same sense in the 
Baptismal Service, * He favourably 
alloweth* 

7. Shall rain .... Jare u-nA "bfr\m« 



"Day 2. 



PSALM xn. 



biimstone^ stonn and tempest : this shall be their 
portion to drink. 

8 For the righteous Lord loveth righteousness : his 
countenance will behold the thing that is just. 



Bvemng.'] 



Psalm XII. 



t-DayB. 



APPEAL TO GOD FOB HELP AGAINST TREAOHEBOUS MEN. 

HELP me, Lord, for there is not one godly man 
left : for the faithful are minisbed from amxHig 
the children of men. 

2 They talk of vanity every one with his neighbour : 
they do but flatter with their lips, and dissemble ia 
their double heart. 

3 The Lord shall root out all deceitful lips : and thd 
tongue that speaketh proud things ; 

4 Which have said, *With our tongue will wi 
prevail : we are they that ougbt to speak, who is lord 
over us V 

5 Now for the comfortless troubles* sake of the 
needy : and because of the deep sighing of the poor, 

6 *I will up,' saith the Lord : *and will help every 
one from him that sweUeth against bim, and will set 
him at rest.' 

7 The words of the Lord are pure words : even as 



wicked inhabitants of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Gen. xix. fi>4s. 

8. His countenance mil hehol^ 
He will regard with favour : or, as 
others translate, The upright shall 
behold his face. 

Ps. XII. — David laments the de- 
cay of piety, and the prevalence of 
treachery and ungodliness. He 
appeals to God to uphold the cause 
oif truth and righteousness. This 
Psalm suits the case of a Christian 
surrounded by wicked companions. 

1. Miniehed] Diminished, re- 
duced in number. 



speak deceitfully. 

8. AU deceitful Upt, &c.] Tha 
Lord will destroy liars, double- 
tongued flatterers, and proud 
boasters. 

4. We are they that ought to 
apeak"] " Our lips are our own," we 
will say what we please. 

6. Now for the comfortieee^ &c.] 
God here announces his readiness 
to redress the wrongs of the poor, 
and to comfort them under their 
afSiction. 

7. JEven Of the silver, &c.] The 
comparison is this : The words of 
the Lord are free from all falsehood 
&ndi&unfi0rit;f— evea aa silver by 



PSALM XIII. 



Day 2. 



the silver, which from the earth is tried, and purified 
seven times in the fire. 

8 Thou shalt keep them, Lord : Thou shalt pre- 
serve him from this generation for ever. 

9 The ungodly walk on every side ; when they are 
exalted, the children of men are put to rebuke. 



Psalm Xin. 

PRATER IN DBJBCnON OP SPIRrrS. 

HOW long wilt Thou f oi^et me, Lord ? for ever : 
how long wilt Thou hide thy face from me ? 

2 How long shall I seek counsd in my soul, and be 
so vexed in my heart : how long shall mine enemies 
triumph over me ? 

3 Consider, and hear me, Lord my God : lighten 
mine eyes, that I sleep not in death. 

4 Lest mine enemy say, *I have prevailed against 
him' : for if I be cast down, they that trouble me 
will rerjoice at it 

5 But my trust is in thy mercy : and my heart is 
joyful in thy salvation. 

6 I will sing of the Lord, because He hath dealt so 



bong subjected to the action of fire 
is purified from all earthy matter 
and alloy. 

8. Thou thaU preserve him] 
Bather them^ the poor, or the fedth- 
fol as in ver. 1. 

9. The ungodly walk on every 
tide] That is« The UD^odly abooud 
on all sides; when they rise to 
power, those sulrject to them are 
oppreaBcd. Or, The wicked stalk 
about openly, when the vilest of 
the sons of men are exalted. 

Ps. Xm.— Written by Bavid 
probably when he was reduced to 
great straits by the persecution of 

% Sow kma ihaU I seek eoumelt 
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&e.] How long shall I be so per- 
plexed witli doubt,— or compelled 
to cast about for means of deliver- 
ance, and be at a loss what course 
to take? 

3. lAghtenntineeyet, thai I sleep 
not in death'^ Aevive and deliver 
me lest I pensh, or sleep the sleep 
of death. See 1 Sam. xiv. 27. 

6. Thy salvation] The salvation 
which Thou hast wrought for 
me. 

6. / loiU sing of the Lord, &c.] 
It would seem as if David's prayer 
had already been granted — since the 
complaints of the first verses are 
turned into oonfi.dATiK!& %^^ T«:^\sr 



BatI 



PSALM XIV. 



lovingly with me : yea> I will praise the name of the 
Lord Most Highest. 

Psalm XIV. 

THE COBRTTFtlON AND WICKEDNESS OF UNBELIEYEBS. 

THE fool hath said in his heart : 'There is no 
God.' 

2 They are corrupt, and become abominable in their 
doings : there is none that doeth good, no not one. 

3 The Lord looked down from heaven upon the 
children of men ; to see if there were any that would 
understand, and seek after God. 

4 But they are aU gone out of the way, they are 
altogether become abominable : there is none that 
doeth gopd, no not one. 

5 Their throat is an open sepulchre, with their 
tongues have they deceived : the poison of asps is 
under their lips. 

6 Their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness : their 
feet are swift to shed blood. 

7 Destruction and unhappiness is in their ways, and 
the way of peace have they not known : there is no 
fear of God before their eyes. 

8 Have they no knowledge, that they are all such 



Fs. XIV. is an awful warning of 
the consequences of unbelief. Utter 
corruption of life, blasphemy, lying, 
slandering, and murder are the sins 
of the natural man when he has 
once cast off the fear of God. For 
a practical comment on this Psalm 
(wliich is almost the same as the 
fifty-third) see Rom. i. 28—32. 

2. Th^yl The fools— they who 
tixe hlincfea hj unbelief: against 
this fatal delusion St. Paul solemnly 
warns his brethren according to the 
flesh : — * Take heed, lest there be in 
any of yon an evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing from the living God.' 
Heb. iii. 12. See also Bom. i. 21. 
20 



3. The Lord looked down from 
heaven] ' And God looked upon the 
earth, and, heboid, it was corrupt ; 
for all flesh had corrupted his way 
upon the earth.' Gten. vi. 12. 

— That would understand] More 
correctly, that acted wisely, tliat 
songht after God. 

5. Asps] An asp is a small 
venomous serpent. 

5 — 7.] These verses are not in 
the Bible translation, hut are quoted 
by St. Paul, Rom. iii. 13 — 18, from 
a translation (called the Septuagint) 
of the Old Testament into Greek, 
which was made 277 years before 
Christ. 



PSALM XV. 



Days. 



workers of mischief : eating up my people as it were 
bread, and call not upon the Lord 1 

9 There were they brought in great fear, even where 
no fear was • for God is in the generation of the 
righteous. 

10 As for you, ye have made a mock at the counsel 
of the poor : because he putteth his trust in the Lord. 

11 Who shall give salvation unto Israel out of Sion 1 
When the Lord tumeth the captivity of his people : then 
shall Jacob rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 

Mommg.'] PSALM XV. [Day Z, 

THE PATTERN OF A TRUE MEMBER OF THE >CHUItCH. 

Proper Paalm for Ascension Day. 

LOKD, who shall dwell in thy tabernacle : or who 
shall rest upon thy holy hiU 1 



8. Have they no knowledae'] Are 
thcj, those workers of iniqaity, 
so Ignorant, so blinded by the folly 
of unbelief P (ver. 1.) 

~ Satiny up my people, &c.] 
Devouring Goers servants with as 
much indifference as they eat their 
ordinaiv food. 

9. Where no fear was] Judg- 
ment comes suddenly upon them, 
even in the midst of their false 
Becurity. Job x?. 21 ; 1 Thess. v. 8. 

— For God is in the generation 
cf the righteous'] The terror of the 
wicked is occasioned by the fact 
that God is ever present with his 
own people to help and deliver 
them. 

10. Tou] The enemies of God. 

11. Who shall yive salvatum] 
**Ohf that the salvation of Israel 
were come out of Zion.*' See 
Pa. liii. 6. 

— JFhen the Lord tumeth"] As 
these are the words of David, they 
cannot refer to the Babylonish cap- 
tivity, but seem used to signify 
nttoralaon firom a state of oppres- 
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sion and distress. The same ex- 
pression occurs. Job xlii. 10, ' And 
the Lord turned the captivity of 
Job.* The spiritual meaning of the 
passage will therefore be. When the 
liord shall deliver his people from 
the bondage of their «ins. * Though 
we be tied and bound with the chain 
of our sins, yet let the pitifulness of 
thy great mercy loose us.' See 
Occasional Prayers. 

Ps. XV. — A£ the preceding Psalm 
describes the character of the un- 
believer And ungodly, so this Psalm 
exhibits the pattern of the true ser- 
vant of God. It may perhaps have 
been composed for uie occasion of 
carrying up the Ark to Mount Sion. 
By appointing it as one of the proper 
Psalma for Ascension Day the 
Church teaches us to read in it the 
lesson so fully taught in the Gospel, 
that none but the holy, the humble, 
and the lovers and doers of truth 
shall ascend to the heavenly Sion, 
and dwell with Christ in tlie pre- 
sence of the Father. Matt. v. 3---8 ; 
vii. 21 ; Kev. xxi. 27. 



DatS. 
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2 Even lie that leadeth an nnooriupt life : and doeth 
the thing which is right, and speaketh the truth from 
his heart 

3 He that hath nsed no deceit in his tongue, nor 
done evil* to his neighbour : and hath not slandered 
his neighbour. 

4 He that setteth not by himself but is lowly in his 
own eyes : and maketh much of them that fear the 
Lord. 

5 He that sweareth unto his neighbour, and disap- 
pointeth him not : though it were to his own hindrance. 

6 He that hath not given his money upon usury : nor 
taken reward against the innocent. 

7 Whoso doeth these things : shall never ML 

Psalm XVI. 

PRESENT CONTEirrMENT AND TUTUUE GLOBT. 

PKESEKYE me, God : for in Thee have I put 
my trust. 

2 O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord : * Thou 
art my God ; my goods are nothing unto Thee.' 

3 All my delight is upon ti^ie saints, that are in the 
earth : and upon such as excel in virtue. 



4. He that setieth not by himself "[ 
He that doth not make much of 
himRelf, nor ' think of himsdf more 
highly than he ought to think.' 
Bom. xii. S ; see alao Matt. xiv. 11. 
The Bible gives a somewhat dif- 
ferent, and probably more accarate, 
renderin^of the passage : '* In whose 
eyes a vile person is contemned ; 
but he honooreth them that fear 
the Lord." 

6. Haihwd given hit money itpon 
tmiry] The practice condemned is 
not that of lending money on inte- 
rest to a merchant to tnde with, 
but that of extorting nsurions inte- 
rest from the necessities of a poor 
brother; and thia waa $tricUj for- 
22 



bidden by the law of Moses. See 
Exod. xni. 25 ; Dent, xziii. 19, 20 ; 
xxiv. 10—13. 

6. Reward^ That is, a bribe to 
bear false witness against, or in 
any way oppress, an innocent man. 

rs. XVI. — David expresses his 
entire dependence upon Jehovah, 
his abhorrence of idolatry, his 
thankftilness for the lot assigned to 
him in this life, and his joyfbl hop6 
of a future resurreetion. 

2. My goods are nothing unto 
l%ee'^ My good, that is, my chief 
hapmness, is not without, or inde- 
penaent of, Thee ; nay, rather it is 
wholly in Thee who art my highest 
good. See Psalm badii. 2k 



PSALM XYL 



Day 8. 



4 But they that ran after another god : shall have 
great trouble. 

5 Their drink-offerings of blood will I not offer : 
neither make mention of their names within my lips. 

6 The Lord Himself is the portion of mine inherit- 
ance, and of my cup : Thou shalt maintain my lot. 

: 7 Hie lot is fallen unto me in a Mr ground : yea^ I 
have .a goodly heritage. 

8 I will tiiank the Lord for giving me warning : my 
zeins also chasten me in the night-season. 

9 I have set God always before me : for He is on 
my right hand, therefore I shall not ML 

10 Wherefore my heart was glad, and my glory 
rejoiced : my flesh also shall rest in hope. 

11 For why 1 Thou shalt not leave my soul in hell : 
neither shalt Thou suffer thy Holy One to see corruption. 

12 Thou shalt shew me the path of life; in thy 



6. Tkeir drinh-offerkufty &c.] I 
nill be no party to their offerings 
of blood ; I will not even pronounce 
tbe names of their idol^^ods. 

6. The pofiicm of mme inherit' 
OHce] My wealth and my condition 
are what the Lord assigns to me. 
The allQfllon is to the iiord's pro- 
vision for the Levites. "Num. xviii. 
SO; Dent.!. 9. 

-— My enp] It was a cnstom at 
ancient feasts for the master of the 
ftunily to set before his enests cups 
filled with their several portions. 
To this custom allusion is made, 
Ps. xi. 7 ; xxiii. 5 ; Ixxr. 9 ; Matt. 
XX. 13. Consider also the words of 
oar Lord daring his agony in the 

Krden, ' The cup which my Father 
th given ]Be,8hallI not curinkitP* 
John xviii. 11. 

— ShaU maifUaiti nnf fof] Sns- 
tidn me in my rightful inheritance. 
Josh. xix. 51. Support me in that 
0tate of fife to wmch Thou hast 
Muled loe. 

7. TieM itfallm mrio me\ A. 



I 



pleasant country and sphere have 
been measured out to me by line ; 
but David had declared in the pre- 
ceding verse, ' The Lord Himself ia 
my portion.* See Lam. iii. 24. 

8. Wor giving me vrnmingX "Fat 
pointing out the path which 1 should 
choose, and revealing Himself as my 
guide and counsellor. 

•^ My reins also chasten me fkcl 
My secret thoughts remind me of 
the duty of cleaving steadfastly to 
6od*8 laws and devoting myself to 
his service. 

9. For He is"] Because He is. 

10. My giory] That is, My soul, 
or it may be, Mv tongue. 

11. HelQ Hades — ^the place of 
departed spirits. Fs. xlix. l5. St. 
Peter (Act^ ii. 81) declares that 
* David here spake of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ.' See also Acts 
xiii. 36. 

12. The path of life\ God in 
his infinite merc^ crwrss^ ^^ '^y\ 
of "\ifc c^«ni«\. ^ ^'^ x«ws3:t»sia«stt. 
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presence is the fulness of joy : and at thy light hand 
there is pleasure for evennora 



Psalm XVIL 

FBATEB OF THE BIGHTBOUB MAN. 

HEAB the rights O Lord, consider my complaint : 
and hearken unto my prayer, that goeth not out 
of feigned lips. 

2 Let my sentence come forth from thy presence : 
and let thine eyes look upon the thing that is equal. 

3 Thou hast proved and visited mine heart in the. 
night-season; Thou hast tried me^ and shalt find no 
wickedness in me : for I am utterly purposed that my^ 
mouth shall not offend. 

4 Because of men's works, that are done against the 
words of thy lips : I have kept me from the ways of 
the destroyer. 

5 hold Thou up my goings in thy paths : that my 
footsteps slip not. 

6 I have called upon Thee, God, for Thou shalt 
hear me : incline tlune ear to me, and hearken unto 
my words. 



Ps. XVIL is «a Prayer of 
David/' uttered apparently in the 
midst of dangers from his perse- 
cntors. With regard to the lan- 
guage of it, we must regard him, 
not as boasting of his own right- 
eousness, bnt as appealing to God, 
who knew his innocence and the 
justice of his cause, to deliver him 
from the hands of his enemies. 
That he did not trust in his own 
strength is proved by the humble 
petitions for Divine support at 
▼erse 5. 

1. Hear the fight, Lord'] * We 

know that God heareth not smners, 

but if any man be a worshipper of 

God, and doeth his will, mm He 

Jieaieth. * John ix, 31; §ee also 

J^4 



James v. 16. 

1. Feigneo] False, decdtfuL 

2. My sentence] The judgment 
of me and of my cause. 

--- The thing thai is equal] That 
which is just and true; in other 
words, honesty and uprightness. 

3. Thou hast proved'VD&y'id doeu 
not fear to appeal to God's know- 
ledge of the smcerity and upright- 
ness of his heart. 

'— In the nighi-season] Ck>m- 
pare Ps. iv. 4 ; xvi. 8. 

4« Because of metCs ^Borks] As 
concerning the sinful courses of 
men, Hosea v. 7. I have, by obey- 
ing thy word, been careful to avoid 
the ways of the transgressor. See 
, Ps. czix. 11, 



MALM XVII. 



Days. 



7 Shew thy marvellous loving-kindness, Thou that 
art the Saviour of them which put their trust in Thee : 
from such as resist thy right hand. 

8 Keep me as the apple of an eye : hide me under 
the shadow of thy wings, 

9 From the ungodly that trouble me : mine enemies 
compass me round about to take away my soul. 

10 They are inclosed in their own fat : and their 
mouth speaketh proud things. 

11 They lie waiting in our way on every side : 
turning their eyes down to the ground ; 

12 like as a lion that is greedy of his prey : and 
as it were a lion's whelp, lurking in secret places. 

13 Up, Lord, disappoint him, and cast him down : 
deliver my soul from the ungodly, which is a sword 
of thine ; 

14 From the men of thy hand, O Lord, from the 
men, I say, and from the evil world : which have their 
portion in this life, whose bellies Thou fillest with thy 
hid treasure. 

15 They have children at their desire : and leave the 
rest of their substance for their babes. 



^ri 



8. £eep me at the tgaple of an 
"l Guard me with the same 

care as the pupil, the most tender 
and tensitive part, of the eye is 

?rotected from injury. Beut. xxxii. 
0; Zech.ii. 8. 

9. From the ungodly thai trouble 
me"] *'Prom the wicked that op- 
press me, from my deadly enemies 
who compass me about.** 

10. Thiw are ineloted in their 
own fa{\ The pampered and bloat- 
ed body denotes pride, sensuality, 
and moral deadness. 

11. Turning their eye* down to 
ike around] Liooking and watch- 
ing how they may cast me down. 

12. In secret places] That is, in 
his covert where he lies concealed, 
watching his opportnnitiy to spring 
DDOQ Mb prey, 
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13. A sword of thine] The 
wicked are instruments of ven- 
geance in the hand of God. So 
Isa. X. 5. '0 Assyrian, the rod of 
mine anger.* 

14. From the men of thy hand] 
IVom the men of the world, who 
are instruments in thy hand. 

— Thy hid treasure] Good 
things in abundance, as if drawn 
from some hidden store. Such men 
as are here described, have their 
portion in this life; in other words, 
* they in their life-time receive their 
good things;* *they walk in the 
ways of their heart, and in the 
signt of their eyes, but for all these 
things God will bring them into 
judgment.* See P%. Viivvv* ^!i.\ 
EccL "». ft*, wvd.\ioSL«iXs\,'iS>. 

15. Tkei/ Unt chUdaren. oi ilwsvr 



Day 8, 



PSALM XVHL 



16 But as for me^ I will behold tliy presence in 
righteousness : and when I awake up after thy like- 
ness, I shall be satisfied with it 



Evming^l 



PsAUM xvm. 



[DayZ, 



▲ BONO OF YIOTORT AND THAirKSGIYINa. 



I WILL love Thee, O Lord, my strength ; the Lord 
is my stony rock, and my defence ; my Saviour, my 
God, and my mighl^ in whom I will trusty my buckler, 
the horn also of my salvation, and my refdga 

2 I will call upon the Lord, which is worthy to be 
praised : so shall I be safe from mine enemies. 

3 The sorrows of death compassed me : and the 
overflowings of ungodliness made me afraid. 

4 The pains of hell came about me : the snares 
of death overtook me. 

6 In my trouble I will call upon the Lord : and 
complain imto my Grod. 



desire] They have a namerons 
family, and leave to their children's 
children, what neither they nor 
their sons, with all th^r extrava- 

Snce, have been able to sqnan- 
r. 

16. But 09 for me"] But for mj 
part, instead of looking for happi- 
ness to anything which this world 
can afford, I will seek it in Ood's 
presence alone, where is fulness of 
joy. 

— When I awake vp, &c,] * T, 
when I awake fix>m the sleep of 
death, shall have my full satisfiio- 
laon in thy image, and in being 
made like unto Thee.* See 1 John 
m. 3. 

Ps. XVni.—* David spake unto 
the Lord the words of this song, in 
the day that th« Lord had delivered 
him out of the hand of idl his 
enemies, and out of the hand of 
JSkaJ/ $SMm.xxU,h 2%eoiuip- 
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ter which follows is, with a few 
variations, the same as this Psalm. 
The date of it is about B.C. 1018. 

1. Buckler'] A small ^shield ; so 
called either ftom the "leather of 
which it was made, or from the 
hueUe with which it was fastened 
to the arm. 

— The horn €f my tahatkm] 
A common figure derived from the 
horn of animals, which is their 
defence and protection. 

8. (herfiomngi of unffodlinees] 
" The floods of ungodly men." 

4. The paini of heft] The fears 
and perils of iA» grave. See Acts 
U.24. 

5. I wiU eallf ftc.] It seems 
better in this and the next verse to 
adopt the past tense, according to 
the Bible Version, ** In my distress 
I called upon the Lord, and cried 
unto my^ Gfod : He beard my voice 
out of his temple, and mj cry came' 
before Him, evea mto hia van/* • 



PSALM xvni. 



Day 8. 



6 So shall He hear my voice out of his holy temple : 
and my complaint shall come before Him ; it shall enter 
even into his ears. 

: 7 The earth trembled and quaked : the very founda- 
tions also of the hills shook and were removed, because 
He was wroth. 

8 There went a smoke out in his presence : and 
a consuming fire out of his mouth, so that coals were 
kindled at it 

9 He bowed the heavens also, and came down : and 
it was dark under his feet. 

10 He rode upon the cherubims, and did fly : He 
came flying upon the wings of the wind. 

11 He made darkness his secret place : his pavilion 
round about Him with dark water, and thick clouds to 
cover Him. 

12 At the brightness of his presence his clouds 
removed : hailstones, and coals of fire. 

13 The Lord also thundered out of heaven, and the 
Highest gave his thunder : hailstones and coals of fire. 

14 He sent out his arrows, and scattered them : He 
cast forth lightnings, and destroyed them. 

15 The spnngs of waters were seen, and the founda- 
tions of the round wotM were discovered, at thy 
chiding, Lord : at the blasting of the breath of thy 
displeasure. 

1 6 He shall send down from on high to fetch me : 
and shall take me out of many waters. 



7. Th0 wHh trembled] Yenes 
7 — 19 contain ft sublime desorip- 
tion of the interposition of Jehovah 
in behalf of David. Compare Exod. 
six. 16. 

8. Out in Jua pretence'] "Out 
of his nostrils." 

9. He bowed the heavens.,.imd 
tame down] He descended, as it 
were, upon the donds of heaven. 

— And it woe dark wider hie 
feeC] The Bible Vosion has in this 
jiMcemore of the spirit oi jpotibrj 'y 
27 



"and darkness was under hit 
fleet.- 

15. Were dieeovered] "Were un* 
covered or laid bare.. The allusion 
is probably to the path which wm 
n»d« over the bottom of the fied 
Sea by the 'strong east wind* 
(Exod. xiv. 31), or, as we read 
in tiie Bible Version of this Fsalra^ 
** at the blast of the breath of thy 
nostrils." 

16. He sKoU tend dowit., %»\ 



Dat 8. 



PSALM XVIIL 



■ 17 He shall deliver me from my strongest enemy, and 
from them which hate me : for they are too mighty 
for me. 

18 They prevented me in the day of my trouble : 
but the Lord was my upholder. 

19 He brought me forth also into a place of liberty : 
He brought me forth, even because He had a favour 
unto me. 

20 The Lord shall reward me after my righteoua 
dealing : according to the cleanness of my hands shall 
He recompense me. 

21 Because I have kept the ways of the Lord : and 
have not forsaken my God, as the wicked doth. 

22 For I have an eye unto all his laws : and will 
not cast out his commandments &om me. 

23 I was also uncorrupt before Him : and eschewed 
mine own wickedness. 

24 Therefore shall the Lord reward me after my 
righteous dealing : and according unto the cleanness 
of my hands in his eyesight 

25 With the holy Thou shalt be holy : and with a 
perfect man Thou shalt be perfect ; 



tense in this and the following verse. 
Thu« : — ** He sent from above. He 
took me, He drew me out of many 
waters;** or, as we say, out of a 
lea of troubles and difficulties. 

18. They prevented] Surprised 
or came suddenly upon me, getting 
Isefore me wherever I turned. 

20. ^TAtf Lord shall reward me] 
**The Lord hath rewarded me: 
and again in the same verse, " Hath 
fie recompensed me.** 

20 — 24. My righteous dealing] 
David is here, probably, referring 
to his conduct in the matters be- 
tween himself and Saul ; but even 
if he be understood to assert his 
own righteousness more generally, 
it must be remembered that he was 
^he isboeen aui Aoointed champion 
S8 



of Jehovah against the heathen, 
and was constant to the worship of 
the one true God. That he did 
not mean to claim exemption from 
the sinfulness and corruption which 
attach to every child of Adam alike, 
is clear from many places in his 
own Psalms. See especially Psalm 
11.6. 

23. Esehevfed] Renounced my 
own wickedness. David felt the 
inward temptation to sin, but with- 
stood it. See 1 Kings xiv. 8, and 
XV. 6. 

25. Wifh the holy, Slc] "With 
the merciful Thou wilt shew thy- 
self merciful.** God*s dealings with 
men will be according to their ac- 
tions and dispoiitionB. Matt, vii, 
2; Gal,Ti.8. 
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26 With the clean Thou shalt be clean : and with 
the froward Thou shalt learn frowardness. 

27 For Thou shalt save the people that are in 
adversity : and shalt bring down the high looks of 
the proud. 

28 Thou also shalt light my candle : the Lord my 
God shall make my darkness to be light. 

29 For in Thee I shall discomfit an host of men : 
and with the help of my God I shaE leap c^er the 
wall. 

30 The way of Grod is an undefiled way : the word 
of the Lord also is tried in the fire ; He is the defender 
of all them that put their trust in Him. 

31 For who is God, but the Lord : or who hath any 
strength, except our God ? 

32 It is God that girdeth me with strength of war ; 
and maketh my way perfect 

33 He maketh my feet like harts' feet : and setteth 
me up on high. 

34 He teacheth mine hands to fight : and mine 
arms shall break even a bow of steel. 

35 Thou hast given me the defence of thy salvation : 
thy right hand also shall hold me up, and thy loving 
correction shall make me great. 



. 26. ma the froward^ To the 
wilful Thoa provest thyself stem 
and severe. Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. 

28. Thou alto shall liffhl my 
Candle] Shalt restore me to joy 
and prosperity^ of which a lighted 
lamp is the emblem. Job xviii. 5, 
6 ; Ps. xxvii. 1 ; cxii. 4 ; Prov. xxiv. 
20. See Third Collect at Evening 
Prayer, * Lighten our darkness, we 
beseech Thee, Lord.* 

29. Discomfif] Defeat. 

— / shall leap over the wait] I 
have sc^ed and passed as a con- 
queror over the walls of fenced 
dties. 

31. Who hafh (my itrengtK] 
"Who ha rock." See 1 Sam. ii. 2, 
29 



32. My . way perfect] My path 
plain and safe. 

83. Maketh my feet like hart^ 
feett &c.] Endues me with swift- 
ness to pursue and overtake my 
enemies ; and enables me, like the 
hart, to stand firmly on my high 
places. Compare 2 Sam. ii. 18. 

35. Thy loving correction] Gk>d 
builds up his servants by tlie merci- 
ful discipline of trial and chastise- 
ment. See Deut. viii. 16; Heb. 
xii. 6 ; Rev. iii. 19. 

35—38. Shdl hold me up, &c.] 
In these verses, as well as in verses 
41 — 43, the verh\T!k.B.X a^^xV-wj^ 
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36 Tkou shalt make room enough under me for to 
go : that my footsteps shall not slick. 

37 I will follow upon mine enemies, and overtake 
them : neither will I turn again till I have destroyed 
them. 

38 I will smite them, that they shaU not be able to 
stand : but fall under my feet 

39 Thou hast girded me with strength unto the 
battle : Thou shalt throw down mine enemies under 
me. 

40 Thou hast made mine enemies also to turn their 
backs upon me : aad I shall destroy them that hate 
me. 

41 They shall cry, but there shall be none to help 
them : yea, even unto the Lord shall they cry, but 
He shall not hear them. 

42 I will beat them as small as the dust before the 
wind : I will cast them out as the clay in the streets. 

43 Thou shalt deliver me from the strivings of thfl 
people : and Thou shalt make me the head of the 
heathen. 

44 A people whom I have not known : shall serve 
me. 

45 As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me i 
but the strange children shall dissemble with me. 



great." " Thon hast enlarged my 
steps " &c. 

36. Room enough under me for to 
go\ Thoa hast opened before me a 
clear and broad path. 

•~ Thd, my fooUtepe shall not 
fUde^ We may perhaps discover 
in this verse an allusion to David*s 
perilous flights over mountain 
paths and down steep precipices. 

37 — 4j5.] The victorious course of 
David seems in these verses to be 
prophetic of the spiritual victories 
of the Messiah. 

37. I ufill follow upon mine ene^ 
mwj 1 Sam, XXX. 8, I 

SO 



41. He shall not hear them] He 
will no longer listen to their prayer 
for mercy ; for the time of judg- 
ment is come. Bead Prov. i. ^H--- 
31. 

42. As email as the dut{\ Com- 
pare Matt. xxi. 44. 

43. Head of the heathen"] A 
title or description still more appli- 
cable to the Messiah tlian to David. 
See Isa. Ix. 12. 

45. The strange children, &c.]' 
The sons of the alien, that is, the 
heathen nations, shall feign sub- 
mission through fisar. 
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46 The strange children BhaU fail : and he afraid 
Qut of their prisons. 

47 The Lord liveth; and hlessed he my strong 
helper : and praised he the Grod of my salvation. 

48 Even the Grod that seeth that I he avenged : 
and suhdueth the people unto me. 

49 It is He that delivereth me from my cruel 
enemies^ and setteth me up ahove mine adversaries : 
Thou shalt rid me from the wicked man. 

50 For this cause will I give thanks unto Thee, 
Lord, among the Grentiles : and sing praises unto thy 
Name. 

51 Great prosperity giveth He unto his King : and 
aheweth loving-kindness unto David his Anointed, aad 
unto his seed for evermore. 



Mommg.] PSALM XIX. [Day i. 

THB HBAVBNS GOD'S TEAOHEBS TO ALL NATIONS. 

Proper Picdmfor Christmas Day. 

THE heavens declare the glory of God : and the 
firmament sheweth his handy-work. 



46. Shall fail, and be afraid out 
of their prtsona"] The strangers 
ude away; they are stmck with 
fear even within the strong places 
in which they have shut them- 
selves np. 

49. Tkou shalt rid me from the 
wicked man] ** Thou hast delivered 
me from the violent man," (Saul). 

60. For this cause will I give 
thanks] This verse is quo%d hy St. 
Paul, nom. xv. 9, as foreshowing 
that the Gentiles would one day 
glorify God for his mercy in Christ. 

51. Great prosperity, ie.'j "Great 
deliverance giveth He to his King/* 
that is, to David, who was hy the 
Divine command anointed to be 
King; and unto his seed^ or de- 
uaMMaats, but chieSy to his Son 
SI 



and Lord Messiah ' whose kingdom 
shall have no end.* 

Fs. XIX. — By appointing this 
Psalm to be read on Christmas Day, 
the Church teaches us to regard 
the Sun of the Visihle Universe as 
an emblem of * the Sun of Eight- 
eousness,* (Mai. iv. 2) that 'true 
Light* which was 'to lighten every 
man that cometh into the world ' 
(John i. 9). Verses 7 — 11 point to 
a yet clearer revelation which the 
Great Creator has made of himself 
and of his will in his own written 
Word. They show too the blessed 
effects of that Word when received 
into the heart. 

1. His ]wind«-«0Tlt\ '^>Ev'i ^^^ 



Dat4. 
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2 One day telleth another : and one night certifieth 
another. 

3 There is neither speech nor language : but their 
voices are heard among ^em. 

4 Their sound is gone out into all lands : and their 
words into the ends of the world. 

5 In them hath He set a tabernacle for the sun : 
which Cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber, 
and rejoiceth as a giant to run his course. 

6 It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the 
heaven, and runneth about unto the end of it again : 
and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof 

7 The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, convert- 
ing the soul : the testimony of the Lord is sure, and 
giveth wisdom unto the simple. 

8 The statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the 
heart : the commandment of the Lord is pure, and 
giveth light unto the eyes. 



2. One day teUeth another^ &c.l 
" Day unto dayuttereth speech, ana 
night unto night sheweth know- 
ledge." It is as if one day pro- 
claimed to another the wonders 
of Almighty power, and thus an un- 
broken strain of praise to the glory 
of God was kept up day and night 
from generation to generation. Sk) 
too, the seraphim are represented 
as crying one to another, and 
resting not, day and night. Isa. 
vi. 8 ; Kev. iv. 8. 

8. There is neither epeechy &c.] 
No sound is heard; but, though 
silent, they bear the plainest testi- 
mony to the power and glory of 
their Almighty Creator. Compare 
Eom. i. 19, 20. 

4. Their sound is pone ouf\ Gk)d 
reveals Himself by tiie works of 
creation throughout the world. St. 
Paul cites the words as applicable 
to the universal proclamation of 
the Gospel. See Bom. z. 1 8. 
S. ^/adenuu^ie] The teat of the 



traveller or pilgrim. The sun is 
represented first as a bridegroom, 
under which figure our Lord Jesus 
Christ is often described (see John 
iii. 29); secondly, as a giant^ or 
"strong man** starting from his 
home in the centre of the heavens, 
and returning to it in the evening 
when his race is run. Compare 
Eccl. i. 5. 

6. Runneth about unto the end 
of i{\ The course of the sun is 
m>m one end of heaven to tlie 
other — from east to farthest west. 

7. 8. The law of the Lord, &c.] 
The word of God is the spiritual 
sun, whi^h enlightens the mind and 
rejoices the heart of mankind. 

— The testimony of the Lord] 
Tlie Holy Scriptures in which God 
gives witness of Himself and maJces 
known his will. 

— The simply The sincere, and 
true-hearted. Those who are free 
from guile and who think no evil. 

8. Qiveth light unto the eyes'] 
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9 The fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth for 
ever : the judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous 
altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold : sweeter also than honey, and the 
honey-comb. 

11 Moreover, by them is thy servant taught : and 
in keeping of them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how oft he offendeth : O cleanse 
Thou me from my secret faults. 

13 Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins, 
lest they get the dominion over me : so shall I be un- 
defiled, and innocent from the great offence. 

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation 
of my heart : be alway acceptable in thy sight, 

15 Lord : my strength, and my redeemer. 



Psalm XX. 

PBAYER FOR THBJ KING ON THE EVE OF BATTLE. 

THE Lord hear thee in the day of trouble : the 
Name of the God of Jacob defend thee ; 



The prayer of Ihe Psalmist in 
another place is, * Open Thoa mine 
eyes, that I may se^ the wondrous 
tninffs of Thy law.^Ps. cxix. 18. See 
Collect for St. John the Evangelist's 
day; 1 Cor. ii. 14; andEphes. i. 18. 

9. The fear of the Lord is clean] 
To fear God, is to reverence his 
holy law, and to keep ourselves 
from offending against it, not only 
in action, bat also in word and 
thought. The fear of God tends to 
deanse the heart, and to restrain 
OS from sin and impurity. 

10. The honey-comb'] Or, as in 
the margin of the Bible Version, 
** the dropping of honey-combs." 

12. My secret faults] Faults 
and offences which are hiaden from 
the world; as evil thoughts and 
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desires, pride, slotii, self-indulgence, 
covetousness, and the * negligences 
and ignorances ' for which we be- 
seech God's pardon in the Litany. 

13. Presumptuous] Wilful and 
deliberate, sins. 

— The great offence] " The great 
transgression." Rebellion against 
God^ and open defiance of his law. 
Some understand it to mean simply, 
much iniquity. Verses 12 and 13 
form a prayer which should be 
always in the heart, and often on 
the lips of the Christian. 

Fs. XX. is a beautiful example 
of the intercesssion of a people for 
their sovereign. 

1. Day o/ trouble"^ "^Va "Cv^a 
of d\attes%vai^9ANet«vVj* 
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2 Send thee help from the sanctuary : and strengthen 
thee out of Sion ; 

3 Eemember all thy offerings : and accept thy bTunt- 
sacrifice ; 

4 Grant thee thy heart's desire : and fulfil all thy 
mind. 

5 We will rejoice in thy salvation, and triumph in 
the Kame of the Lord our Gk)d : the Lord perform all 
thy petitions. 

6 Kow know I, that the Lord helpeth his Anointed, 
and will hear him from his holy heaven : even with 
the wholesome strength of his right hand. 

7 Some put their trust in chariots, and some in 
horses : but we will remember the Kame of the Lord 
our God. 

8 They are brought down, and &llen : but we 
are risen, and stand upright. 

9 Save, Lord, and hear us, King of heaven : when 
we call upon Thee. 



2. From the sanctuary] Meaning, 
of coarse, from the tabernacle m 
which was the mercy-seat. 

3. Bemember all thy cfferingt] 
It was the custom of the Israelites, 
before entering npon a campaifcn 
or a battle, to offer sacrifices onto 
tlie Lord. 1 Sam. xiii. 8, 9. 

6. In thy 9ahati(m] In thy pre- 
servation from dangex^and victory 
over thine enemies. 

— Triunyjh'] "Set uponrbanners." 

6. The wholesctne tirength"] The 
power which makes whole, or re- 
stores to a sound and healthy state. 
The Bible Version has " the saving 
strength." 

7. Some put their trust, &c.] No 
lesson was more earnestly and re- 
peatedly impressed upon the hearts 



of Hie Israelites than th{rt of trwt* 
ijig for snocess and victory not on 
the might of their armies, bat on 
the favonr and protection of Jeho- 
vah, the Ood of battles. See Dent, 
xvii. 16 ; Isa. xxxi. 1. 

9. Save, Lord, and hear ns, &c.] 
A different tran^ation of this Verse 
supplies the well-known petitions 
of our Morning and £vemng 
Prayers — 

* O Lord, save the King. 

* And mercifully hear va when 
we call upon Thee.* 

Ps. XXL—This Psalm is the 
voice of thanksgiving to Gk)d for 
answering the prayers of his people, 
as contained in Ps. xx. It has 
further reference to the reign of 
the Messiah. 
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Psalm XXL 

PRATER ANSWERED. — THANKSGIVIirG FOR VICTORT. 

Proper Psalm for Ascension Day, 

THE King sliall rejoice in thy strength, O L(mi : 
exceedi^g glad shaU he be of thy salvation. 

2 Thou hast given him his heart's desire : and hast 
not denied him ^e request of his lips. 

3 Eor Thou shalt prevent him with the blessings of 
goodness : and shalt set a crown of pure gold upon his 
head. 

4 He asked life of Thee, and Thou gavest him a long 
life : even for ever and ever. 

5 His honour is great in thy salvation : glory and 
great worship shalt Thou lay upon him. 

6 For Thou shalt give him everlasting felicity : and 
make him glad with the joy of thy countenance. 

7 And why? because the King putteth his trust 
in the Lord : and in the mercy of the Most Highest 
he shall not miscarry. 



1. Thy salvation] The protec- 
tion and safety which Thon, Lord, 
hast afforded him. 

S,Tkou shalt preoenf] That is, go 
hefore him with blessings, granting 
before he asks. The word has the 
same meaning in the Collect, ' Pre- 
vent ns, O Lord, in all onr doings 
with tiiy most gracious favonr.' 

— A erown of pure gold, &c.] 
Some have sappomd that allusion 
is here made to the golden crown 
which David took from the head of 
the king of Ammon, and placed 
upon his own, 2 Sam. xii. 80 ; but 
it is safer to regard the expression 
as a figure of the kingdom which 
was given to IHivid; and then, 
further, as a type of the kingdom 
of Christ hereafter to be esta- 
blished. 

4 H€ ashed life of Thee] Here 

^ JBuire the petition, as' contained 
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in the preceding Psalm, granted. 

4. Thou gavest him a htig life, 
&c.] Not only length of days to 
David, and the establishment of 
his throne in his posterity, but the 
promise of the everlasting reign of 
Christ the Son of David. See Ps. 
Ixzxix. 4 ; Dan. vii. 14. 

5. fli* honour is great in thy sal- 
vation'] It is his glory to have been 
saved and delivered by Thee ; his es- 
pecial glory that the salvation to be 
wrought for men will be in his seed. 

6. Bverlasfing felicity] Happi- 
ness which shall have no end. The 
translation in the mai^n of the 
Bible Version is, " Thou hast set 
him to be blessings for ever." 
Verses 4—6 seem, by the largeness 
of their promises, to be prophetic 
of the Son of I3w\ftL,\3ftfc ^^\»Si. 
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8 All thine enemies sliall feel thy hand : thy right 
hand shall find out them that hate thee. 

9 Thou shalt make them like a fiery oven in time 
of thy wrath : the Lord shall destroy them in his dis- 
pleasure, and the fire shall consume them. 

10 Their fruit shalt thou root out of the earth : and 
their seed from among the children of men. 

11 For they intended mischief against thee : and 
imagined such a device as they are not able to perform. 

12 Therefore shalt thou put them to flight : and the 
strings of thy bow shalt thou make ready against the 
face of them. 

13 Be Thou exalted, Lord, in thine own strength : 
so will we sing, and praise thy power. 



JSvming.] PSALM XXIL [Day L 

CHRIST ON THE CROSS.— THE CONVERSION OP THE GENTILES. 

Proper Psalm for Good Friday, 

MY God, my God, look upon me ; why hast Thou 
forsaken me : and art so far from my health, and 
from the words of my complaint ? 



the mercy of the Most Uigii he shall 
not be moved." See Gen. xii. 2. 

8. Thy right hand] The vio- 
torioQs strength of the Messiah is 
here described. 

9. JUke a fiery ov^&c.] Thou 
shalt consume them as in a furnace. 
See Mai. iv. 1. * For, behold, the 
day Cometh that shall burn as an 
oven ; and all the proud, yea, and 
all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubble : and the day that cometh 
shall burn them up, saith the Lord 
of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch.* See also 
Dent. iv. 24). 

10. Th^r fruit , . . their seed] 
Both words mean the same thing, 
namely, their children and descend- 
ants. 

11. Imapined such a device] 
Contrived 8ueh a plot, 
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12. The strings of thy boto^ &c.] 
Thou shalt direct ajbcainst them the 
arrows of tiiy just anger. 

Ps. XXn.— The Church of 
Eoffland, in selecting this as one 
of the Proper Psalms for Gbod 
Friday, concurs with the universal 
Christian Church in regarding it 
as a direct and most circumstantial 
prophecy of the crucifixion of 
Christ. How indeed can this ap- 
plication be doubted, when we find 
the Psalm quoted by the Divine 
Sufferer Himself, by the four Evan- 
gelists, and by St. Paul ? Matt, 
xxvii. 35, 46 ; Mark xv. 24 ; Luke 
xxiii. 24 ; John xix. 24 ; Heb. ii. 12. 

The hitter verses, 26—32, refer 
to the fruit of the great sacrifice in 
the conversion of the world, that 
ia, of man^ oio.^ of «]Ll countries. 
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2 O my Grod, I cry in the day-time, but Thou 
hearest not : and in the night-season also I take no 
rest. 

3 And Thou oontinuest holy : O Thou worship 
of IsraeL 

4 Our fathers hoped in Thee : they trusted in Thee, 
and Thou didst deliver them. 

5 They called upon Thee, and were holpen : they 
put their trust in Thee, and were not confounded. 

6 But as for me, I am a worm, and no man : a very 
fieom of men, and the outcast of the people. 

7 All they that see me laugh me to scorn : they 
fihoot out their lips, and shake their heads, saying, 

8 * He trusted in God that He would deliver him : 
let Him deliver him, if He will have him.' 

9 But Thou art He that took me out of my mother's 
womb : Thou wast my hope, when I hanged yet upon 
my mother's breasts. 

10 I have been left unto Thee ever since I was 
bom : Thou art my God even from my mother's 
womb. 

11 O go not from me, for trouble is hard at hand : 
and there is none to help me. 

12 Many oxen are come about me : fat bulk of 
Basan close me in on every side. 

13 They gape upon me with their mouths : as it 
were a ramping and a roaring lion. 



without distinction of Jew or Gen- 
tile, rick or poor, to the faith and 
worship of the true Gk>d. 

1. My 'Gody my Ood, ftc] 
Words used by our Lord on the 
cross. The reader is referred to 
St. Matthew xxvii. and St. Jolm 
six. for the fulfilment of the roinnte 
prophecies contained in verses 7, 8, 
1&— 18. 

— From my health'] "From 
helping me." 

3. And Thou coniinueet holy'\ 



be granted or refused. See Matt, 
xxvi. 39. 

5. Holpeni The old form for 
helped. 

lO. Left unto Thee] Cast upon 
thy care and protection. 

12. Many oxen are come about 
me] " Many bulls have compassed 
me** tltat is, Enemies strong and 
fierce as bidls. Bashau, a rich pas- 
toreeountry eastward of the Jordan, 
was famous for its ivc^^. t^a^i^. 



'Boly and just, whether oai prayers \ \Km'a^\i\^^ ou ta& "Sftw^ » 
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H I am ponred out like water, and all 1117 bones are 
out of joint : my heart also in the midst of my body 
is even like melting wax. 

15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my 
tongue cleaveth to my gums : and Thou shalt bring me 
into the dust of death. 

16 For many dogs are come about me : and the 
council of the wicked layeth siege against me. 

17 They pierced my hands and my feet ; I may tell 
all my bones : they stand staring and locking upon me. 

18 They part my garments among them : md cast 
lots upon my vesture. 

19 But be not Thou &r from me, O Lord : Thou art 
my succour, haste Thee to help me. 

20 Deliver my soul from the sword : my darling 
from the power of the dog. 

21 Save me from the Hcoi's mouth : Thou hast heard 
me also from among the horns of the unicorns. 

22 I will declare thy Kame unto my brethren : 
in the midst of the congregation will I praise Thee. 

23 praise the Lord, ye that fear Him : magnify 



14. Poured ouf] The same figure 
is used at Beat, jpaii. 14 ; Joshua 
vii. 5. ' The hearts of the people 
melted, and became as water/ 

15. Fot9herd] The fragment of 
an earthenware vessel. Sherd is 
derived from * shear.* The word 
*dired* is still in common use. 
See Isa. xxx. \4», 

15. My iougue deavetk to my 
guma] Jesus said, * I thirst.* John 
xix. 28. 

>- Shalt briny] « Hast Ikrought.'* 

16. For many dagt] Dogs in 
the East, not lieing domestionted, 
became wild and fierce. They were 
re^rded by the Jews as unclean 
animals. Wicked and shameless 
men were called dogs. 2 Kings 
viii. 13 ; PhU. iii. 2. 

•— TAfi eomunl of the toickedt 
&c.] ** The asaembfy of the wicked 
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have inclosed me." 

17. / may ieif} I can oonnt, all 
my bones. 

— They ttand] The idle and 
curious multitude stand gazing at 
my sufferings. 

20. My Mtrling] That is, my dear- 
Kt^. *■ Lang ' is an affectionate di- 
minutive. In this place darliny is 
that which I hold most dear, name* 
ly, my life. 

21. J%e home of the umieoms] 
The fury and violence of wicked 
and bloodthirsty men. 3^ Vmeom 
was probably a wild antelope of 
a large and powerful speeies, having 
a single horn on the forehead. 

22. I will declare thy Name] 
Fasang on from the sufferings and 
death of Christ, the Psahnist pro- 
ceeds to foreshow their blessed 
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Him, all ye of the seed of Jacob, and fear Him, all ye 
seed of Israel ; 

24 For He hath not despised nor abhorred the low 
estate of the poor : He hath not hid his face from him, 
but when he called unto Him, He heard him. 

25 My praise is of Thee in the great congregation : 
my vows will I perform in the sight of them that fear 
Him. 

26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied : they that 
seek after the Lord shall praise Him : your heart 
shall live for ever. 

27 All the ends of the world shall remember them- 
selves, and be turned imto the Lord : and all the kin- 
dreds of the nations shall worship before Him. 

28 For the kingdom is the Lord's : and He is the 
Governor among the people. 

29 All such as be fat upon earth : have eaten, and 
worshipped. 

30 All they that go down into the dust shall kneel 
before Him : and no man hath quickened his own souL 

31 My seed shall serve Him : they shall be counted 
unto the Lord for a generation. 

32 They shall come, and the heavens shall declare his 



36. The poor »haU eat and he 
tatisfied'] When, on any occasion 
of mankseiving for mercies re- 
ceived, an Israaite offered meriftoe, 
it was his costom to call toother 
Kis poor neighbours to join m the 
ibast. Dent. xri. 11 ; Isa. xxv. 6. In 
tlM Bible Version, for the poor , we 
read ^'the meek,** or poor in spirit, 
the objects of our Lord*B especial 
Messing. See Matt. ▼. 5, 6 ; Luke 
▼i. 21 ; see also John vi. 85, 61. 

— Tour heart ehall live for 
ever] On the strengdi of this 
spinttal meat. * If any man eat of 
tnia bread, he shall live for ever.' 
John vi. 61. 

27. JU the endi of the world] 
The oonversion of the Gentiles 
Yaratold. 
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27. The kindreds'] The families. 

29. AU each as be fat uptm 
earth] The rich, too, as well as 
the poor (v. 26), shall partake the 
siiintual feast, and worship Je- 
hovah. 

80. AU they thai go down into 
the duet] They who are bowed 
down to the dust of the earth with 
misery,— the dying, — and the dead, 
quickened, that is, raised to life by 
his power, not their own, shall bow 
the Knee to King Messiah. 

31. My seed shcdl serve Him] 
**A seed." Posterity shall serve 
Him ; they, the converted Gentiles, 
shall be counted as a generation to 
the Lord. 

%%, Tlieii sKoU c(m«\ ^^^iccB^NXx^ 
li\b\B Nem<M^^\v1fc lAewcai^ ^wcs^j^ 
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righteousness : unto a people that shall be bom, whom 
the Lord hath made. 



Psalm XXIII. 



THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 



THE Lord is my shepherd : therefore can I lack 
nothing. 

2 He shall feed me in a green pasture : and lead me 
forth beside the waters of comfort. 

3 He shall convert my soul : and bring me forth in 
the paths of righteousness, for his Name's sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for Thou art 
with me ; thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 

5 Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them 
that trouble me : Thou hast anointed my head with 
oil, and my cup shall be full. 

6 But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life : and I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord for ever. 



to be this: The promised seed of 
true worshippers shall come, and 
shall declare to future generations 
of believers that God hath done 
all, that is, hath fulMed his pro- 
mises in Christ. 

Ps. XXIII. is strikingly charac- 
teristic of its author David, who 
was himself a keeper of sheep, and 
knew by long habit and experience 
the watchfulness and tender care 
which a flock requires of its shep- 
herd. 

1. The Lord is my shephet^d] 
* I am the good shepherd.' John 

X. n. 

3. He shall converf] Rather, 
perhaps, revive and refresh my 
soul. The Bible Version has, ** He 
restoreth my soul," meaning, He 
brings me bade from wandering, 
siuf the present instead of the 
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future tense is used in describing 
God's mercies, w. 2 — 5. 

4. Thy rod and thy si(^ The 
rod or sceptre to rule, and the staff 
to support and guide. 

5. Thou thalt prepare a table'] 
" Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies.*^ 
The goodness and grace of God an 
here set forth nnder a figure in 
which He is representeil as pro- 
viding not merely safhcient food, 
but a rich feast, even before the 
eyes, and in spite of the oppositicm 
of, his enemies. 

— Thou hast anointed, &c.] It 
was a custom at feasts te anoint 
the head of the honoured guest^ 
and to M up his cup to the orim. 
Gen. xliii. 34. 

6. But] "Surely." 

— The house of the Lord] The 
I privilege w\uc\i \\\« viow^ isnAU.tA 
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Morning.] 
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JEHOVAH THE KINO OF EARTH AND HEAVEN. 

Proper Pacdmfor Ascension Day- 



THE earth is the Lord's, and all that therein is : the 
compass of the world, and they that dwell therein. 

2 For He hath founded it upon the seas : and pre- 
pared it upon the floods. 

3 Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord : or 
who shall rise up in his holy place ? 

4 Even he that hath clean hands, and a pure heart : 
and that hath not lift up his mind unto vanity, nor 
sworn to deceive his neighbour. 

5 He shall receive the blessing from the Lord : and 
righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

6 This is the generation of them that seek Him : 
even of them that seek thy face, Jacob. 

7 Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lift 
up, ye everlasting doors : and the King of glory shall 
come in. 

8 Who is the King of glory : it is the Lord strong 
and mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle. 

9 Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lift up, 



had of worahippinff in God's Holy 
Sfmctuary, is more aouiidnntlT theirs 
who are members of the Clmrch 
of Clirist, and abide in his house 
for ever. John viii. 35. See also 
1 Tim. iii. 15 ; Heb. iii. 6. 

Ps. XXIV. was probably written 
on the occasion of the removal 
of the ark from the house of Obed- 
£dom to the tabernacle on Mount 
Zion, B.C. 1(H2. 2 Sam. vi. 1. 
Its subject is the Procession of the 
Ark to Mount Zion, a type of 
Christ's Ascension into heaven. 
Verses S, 4i, should he compared 
mth Jm, xxxiii IB, Ifi. 
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4. Fanify'] Here and in many 
other places, as for instance Psalms 
xii. 2; xli. 6; exliv. 8, Fatiity 
is put for whatever is false and 
deceitful. 

5. He shall receive^ &c.] Shall 
receive as a free gift, not win as a 
prize or reward. 

— Right eonsness'] Qod*s sen- 
tence that his cause is just. 

6. This is the generaUon] Such 
is the character of God's true wor- 
shippers. 

7 — 10.] These verses ware doubt- 
less sung responsivel^^^:^ ^W v^i^ 
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ye everlasting doors : and the King of glory shall 
come in. 

10 Who is the King of glory : even the Lord 
of hosts, He is the Eang of glory. 

Psalm XXV. 

FRATEB FOB PROTECTION, OUIDANCB, AND PABDON. 

UNTO Thee, O Lord, wiU I lift up my soul; my 
God, I have put my trust in Thee : O let me 
not be confounded, neither let mine enemies triumph 
over me. 

2 For all they that hope in Thee shall not be 
ashamed : but such as transgress without a cause shall 
be put to confusion. 

o Shew me thy ways, Lord : and teach me 
thy patha 

4 Lead me forth in thy truth, and learn me : for 
Thou art the God of my salvation ; in Thee hath been 
my hope all the day long. 

5 Call to remembrance, Lord, thy tender mercies : 
and thy loving-kindnesse&f, which have been ever of 
old. 

6 O remember not the sins and offences of my 
youth : but according to thy mercy think Thou upon 
me, O Lord, for thy goodness. 

7 Gracious and righteous is the Lord : therefore will 
He teach sinners in the way. 

8 Hiem that are meek shall He guide in judgment : 
and such as are gentle, them shall He learn his way. 



Ps. XXV. is a pnver for help 
and spiritual gnidanoe oj one whose 
trust in God had been confirmed 
bj the remembmnee of his past 
mercies. It sets forth some of the 
ehief qoalities or dispositions which 
draw down God's blessing and fa- 
vour, and, as a prajer, maj be fitly 
arndtgr C/uutauu of mB time», 
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%, Swck at trofugress ioithout U 
eauie] Those who deal treaeher- 
onsly without provocation. 

7. WUl He ieaek nnneri in ike 
icay] Bather, will show the sinnert 
tiie way. 

8. SkaU He pmde m judgment^ 
&e.] He will iMid the humble to ft 
knowledge nH \ua wSl wMiVawv 
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9 All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth : 
unto such as keep his covenant, and his testi- 
monies. 

10 For thy Name's sake, Lord : be merciful unto 
my sin, for it is great 

11 What man is he, that feareth the Lord : him 
shall He teach in the way that He shall choose. 

12 His soul shall dwell at ease : and his seed 
shall inherit the land. 

13 The secret of the Lord is among them that fear 
Him : and He will shew them his covenant 

14 Mine eyes are ever looking unto the Lord : for 
He shall pluck my feet out of the net 

15 Turn Thee unto me, and have mercy upon me : 
for I am desolate, and in misery. 

16 The sorrows of my heart are enlarged : O bring 
Thou me out of my troubles. 

17 Look upon my adversity and misery : and forgive 
me all my sin. 

18 Consider mine enemies, how many they are : and 
they bear a tyrannous hate against me. 

19 O keep my soul, and deliver me : let me not 
be confounded, for I have put my trust in Thee. 



10. For ihy N«ne'» sake,'] For 
the honour of thy Name, and. that 
thy eharaeter for mercy and pardon 
may be glorioosly made known. 
The tMue expreasion occurs at 
Pa. xzxi. 4 ; Uv. 1. 

11. Him shall He teach] Him 
shall He guide into the chosen 
path. 

•— ZXtf way ihai He shall choose] 
That w, the right way. It would 
be more clearly rendered, The way 
that he should choose. 

12. His soul shall dweU td ease] 
.'His soul' is the same as He 
Himself, and the sense, therefore, 
is. He shall eqjoy a hl^)py life, and 
.kn posterity shall continue in quiet 
poeteseioa if the had, 
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13. The secret of the Lord, kc,'\ 
The knowledge of (>od, and of his 
salvation, perhaps his covenant of 
eternal ^e through Christ, for 
'this is life eternal, that they 
might know Thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou 
hast sent/ Consider also our Lord*s 
words to his disci[^: 'All things 
that I have heard of my Father 
I have made known unto yon.' 
John XV. 15. See also Frov. iii. 32. 

14. T/ie Mef\ The snare which 
has been laid for me. 

17. FoTffive me all my siu] 
In this verse the forgiveness of sin 
is regarded as inckidin^ ^.V^^^^Wi- 
movsi ol \so\M^'fc wA.«srt««* VLwa.- 



Day 5. 



PSALM XXVI. 



20 Let perfectness and righteous dealing wait upon 
me : for my hope hath been in Thee. 

21 Deliver Israel, O God : out of all his troubles. 

Psalm XXVI. 

THE PLEA OP CONSCIOUS INTEORITT. 

BE Thou my judge, Lord, for I have walked 
innocently : my trust hath been also in the Lord, 
therefore shall I not fall. 

2 Examine me, Lord, and prove me : try out my 
reins and my heart 

3 For thy loving-kindness is ever before mine eyes : 
and I will walk in thy trutL 

4 I have not dwelt with vain persons : neitheJr 
"win I have fellowship with the deceitfuL 

5 I have hated the congregation of the wicked : and 
will not sit among the ungodly. 

6 I will wash my hands in innocency, Lord : and 
so will I go to thine altar ; 



20. Let perfectness and righteous 
dealing wait upon me"] "Let in- 
tegrity and uprightness preserve 
me ; for I wait on Thee." 

21. Deliver Israel, God, &c.] 
It slionld be noted that David prays 
for his Church and country, (for 
the name Israel includes both,) as 
veil as for himself. 



Ps. XXVI.— David pleads his 
"past fedthfulness, and his steadfast 
purpose to adhere to God's worship 
And service, as grounds for his hope 
and trust that God would not con- 
found him with the wicked and 
deceitful persons from whom he 
had carefully separated himself in 
his daily walk. 

; 1. Jknoeenlly] In simplicity and 
iategnty of heart. 
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3. IwiUwalk'] Bather, " I have 
walked." 

4. Vain persons'] The false, and 
sucb as cannot be trusted. 

6. Will not sit among, &c.] l^e 
plea of God's servant, in this and 
the preceding verse, reminds us of 
the conduct and habits of the man 
that is pronounced *' Blessed" in 
Ps. i. 1. 

6. / wiU wash my hands, &c] 
Mine shall be the real cleansing 
of the heart and spirit. The 
allusion is to the law which 
required the Priest to wash his 
hands before entering the sanetuanr 
or approaching the altar, Exod. 
«x. 18—21; xl.20; Dent. xxi. 6. 
Washing the hands was an aetion 
expressive of innocence. See Matt, 
xxvii. 24*. The phrase has passed 
into OUT owu \Bi'n:goB^ 



PSALM XXVII. Dat 5. 



7 That I may shew the voice of thanksgiving : and 
tell of aU thy wondrous works. 

. 8 Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy house : 
and the place where thine honour dwelleth. 

9 shut not up my soul with the sinners : nor my 
life with the blood-thirsty ; 

10 Jn whose hands is wickedness : and their right 
hand is full of gifts. 

1 1 But as for me, I will walk innocently : deliver 
me, and be merciful unto me. 

12 My foot standeth right : I will praise the Lord in 
the congregations. 

Evening.] PsALM XXVII. [Day 5. 

TRUST IN GOD IN THE lUDST OF DANGERS. 

THE Lord is my light, and my salvation; whom 
then shall I fear : the Lord is the strength 
of my life ; of whom then shall I be afraid ? 

2 When the wicked, even mine enemies, and my 
foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh : they stumbled 
and felL 

3 Though an host of men were laid against me, 
yet shall not my heart be afraid : and though there 
rose up war against me, yet will I put my trust in Him. 



7. That I may thew the voice] 
May make tlie voice of thanks- 
giving to be heard. 

9. shut not up my toui, &c.] 
•* Gather not my soul with sinners. 
David prays that he may not be 
numbered or classed with sinners. 
See Gen. xviii. 23. 
• 10. Gifts] That is, "bribes" 
to corrupt the judge, or to procure 
folse witness. 

12. My foot standeth right] I 
Ctand in a straight ]>ath on level 
and safe ground. Being preserved 
from neat peril, I am on my way to 



providential care and protection of 
me. 

Ps. XXVII. furnishes an instance 
of confidence in the protection of 
the Almighty, which his servants 
are enabled to maintain in the 
midst of the greatest dangers. 
Trust in Gbd's promises^ and a 
patient waiting upon Him, are the 
best safeguards against despair, and 
the only true source of comfort. 

2. Toeatupmyjlesh] To devoor 
me, as wild bea&ta «a^ ^k^ "^^^et 
prey. 



WeaaOodin bis sancluMTf {or 1^ \ ^. THougX an Itoat of ^»«^ 
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Day 5. 



PSALM XXVIL 



4 One thing have I desired of the Lord, which 
I will require : even that I may dwell in the house 
of the Lord all the days of life, to hehold the feir 
heauty of the Lord, and to visit his temp]e. 

5 For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in 
his tabernacle : yea, in the secret place of his dwelling 
shall He hide me, and set me up upon a rock of stona 

6 And now shall He lift up mine head : above mine 
enemies round about me. 

7 Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation 
with great gladness : I will sing, and speak praises 
unto the Lord. 

8 Hearken unto my voice, Lord, when I cry unto 
Thee : have mercy upon me, and hear me. 

9 My heart hath talked of Thee, Seek ye my face : 
Thy face, Lord, will I seek. 

10 O hide not Thou thy fece from me : nor cast thy 
servant away in displeasure. 

11 Thou hast been my succour : leave me not^ 
neither forsake me, Grod of my salvation. 

12 When my fether and my mother forsake me : 
the Lord taketh me up. 

13 Teach me thy way, Lord : and lead me in the 
right way, because of mine enemies. 

14 Deliver me not over into the will of mine adver- 
saries ; for there are false witnesses risen up against 
me, and such as speak wrong. 

15 I should utterly have fainted : but that I believe 
verily to see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living. 



Though a whole army should en- 
camp affainat me. 

4. Which IwiUreaiiire]Or,Thnt 
thing I earnestly seeK. Lnke x. 4A. 

••— To behold the fair beauty of 
the Lord^ &c.] To meditate on the 
divine grace and goodness of Je- 
hoTHh in his holy sanctoary. See 
2 Cor. ill 18. 
fi, Jfy Jidor^ Aafi iaOed of 
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Thee] *' When Thon saidst, Seek 
ye my face, my heart said unto 
Thee, Thy face. Lord, will I seek." 
Ps. xxiv. 6. 

12. Jnenmyfather,9ui.] Father 
and mother, Nearest friends and 
ciosest kinsfolk, have forsaken me, 
but the Lord will take me up. 

15. In the land ef the Uoit^l 
Here, in tlua ^. toc.xL l.Q« 



PSALM XXTIII. 



Dat5L 



16^ O tany thou the Lord's leisure : be strong, and 
He shall comfort thine heart ; and put thou thy trust 
in the Lord« 

Psalm XXVIII. 

FRATXB Aim THAWKHOIYIKq IPOB DSLIYBRAITCB. 

TTNTO Thee will I cry, O Lord my strength : think 
vJ no scorn of me ; lest, if Thou make as though 
Thou hearest not, I become like them that go down 
into the pit 

2 Hear the voice of my humble petitions, when 
I cry \mto Thee : when I hold up my hands towards 
the mercy-seat of thy holy temple. 

3 pluck me not away, neither destroy me with 
the ungodly and wicked doers : which speak friendly 
to their neighbours, but imagine mischief in their 
hearts. 

4 Reward them according to their deeds : and 
according to the wickedness of their own inventions. 

5 Recompense them after the work of their hands : 
pay them that they have deserved. 

6 For they regard not in their mind the works 
of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands : therefore 
shall He break them down, and not build them up. 

7 Praised be the Lord : for He hath heard the voice 
of my humble petitions. 



16. tarry Thou, &c.) « Wait 
on the Lord." Wait his time ia 
£uth and patience. Isa. zxt. 9; 
Heb. X. 86. 

P*. XXVm.— David here, 1—6, 
leoords his anxioos prayer while in 
dai^per and distress^ and 7 — 10, his 
praises and thanksgivings for safety. 

1. TAmk no scon^ of me] Tnm 
not fiora me in contempt, despise 
Bot-my humble supplication. 

— y Tkom miJre, &c.] If Thou 
47 



be silent, or refuse to answer me. 

2. Towards the merey-teat^ &c.] 
See 1 Kings viii. 30—4.9. 

4. Reward them according to 
their deede] With a holy jealousv 
for the honour of Almighty Ood, 
Dandd prays that He will display 
his power in the overthrow of the 
wicked. 

•6. They regard not, &c.] The 
same careless and worldly «?^vc>&. Sa^ 
rebukoA. in likimns^i ^Cia «ss»a ^v^st^^ 



Day 5. 



PSALM XXIX. 



8 The Lord is my strength, and my shield ; my 
heart hath trusted in Him, and I am helped : therefore 
.my heart danceth for joy, and i^ my song will I praise 
Him. 

9 The Lord is my strength ; and He is the whole- 
some defence of his Anointed. 

10 save thy people, and give thy blessing unto 
thine inheritance : feed them, and set them up for 
ever. 



Psalm XXIX. 



THE VOICE OP THE LORD. 



BRING unto the Lord, ye mighty, bring young 
rams unto the Lord : ascribe unto the Lord worship 
and strength. 

2 Give the Lord the honour due unto his Name : 
worship the Lord with holy worship. 

3 It is the Lord, that commandeth the waters : it is 
the glorious God, that maketh the thunder. 

4 It is the Lord, that ruleth the sea ; the voice of 
the Lord is mighty in operation : the voice of the Lord 
is a glorious voice. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedar-trees : 
yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars of libanus. 



9. The wholesome defencel 
"Saving" defence, the defence 
which guards from injury, and 
keeps whole. Refer to Ps. xx. 6. 

10. Feed them, and set them vp] 
Be their Shepherd, and uphold 
them. 

Fs. XXIX. would appear to have 
jseen written by David on occasion 
of some memorable thunder-storm, 
which was felt throughout the land 
from Mount Lebanon in the north 
to Kadesh in the south. It miy 
well serve to humble even the 
mightiest amongst men, by the 
contemplation of the eSefsta of Je- 
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hovah*s irresistible power. Refer 
to 1 Sam, xii. 16 — 19. 

1. ye mighty] The Princes 
and mighty men of the earth are 
called to offer sacrifice to Jehovah 
in acknowledgment of his sovereign 
power. 

— Bring young rams unto the 
Lord"] Rams to be oiFered on the 
altar of the Lord. This clause is 
not found in the Bible Version. 
Verses 1, 2, are almost the same as 
1 Chron. xvi. 28, 29. 

4!. Mighty in operation] Power- 
ful in its effects, as when the 
thunderstorm rends the cedars of 
Lebanon. 



PSALM XXX. ' 



•Day 6. 



6 He maketh thein also to skip like a calf : Libanus 
also, and Sirion, like ayoung unicorn. 

7 The voice of the jEbrd divideth the flames of fire ; 
the voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness : yea^ the"^ 
Lord shaketh the wilderness of Cades. 

^ The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to bring 
forth young, and discovereth the thick bushes : in his 
temple doth every man speak of his honour. 

9 The Lord sitteth above the water-flood : and the 
Lord remaineth a King for ever. 

10 The Lord shall give strength unto his people : 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 



Morning.] PsALM XXX. [Day 6. 

PRESERVATION PROM DANGER OR SICKNIiSS. 

I WILL magnify Thee, Lord, for Thou hast set me 
up : and not made my foes to triumph over me. 

2 O Lord my God, I cried unto Thee ; and Thou 
hast healed me. 

3 Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out of hell : 



6. ro*;tf>] To bound. The forest 
trees in a stonn sway to and fro, and 
seem as they bend and rise to resem- 
ble the gambols of young animals. 

— Sirion] Anothername forHer- 
mon, one of the summits of Mount 
Xiebanon. Deut. iii. 8, 9. 

7. Divideth ike Jjamet of fire] 
Cleaves asunder with strokes of 
forked lightning. 

— The toUderness of Cades] Or 
Kadesh, part «of the wilderness 
through wnich the Israelites passed. 
Nomb. xiii. 26. 

' 8. Maketh the hinds to hring 
forth young] The peals of thunder 
so terrify them, that they east their 
young biefore the time. 

— Discovereth the thick bushes] 
UacoTers, that is, strips, and lays 
bare the trees of the forest. 

— Speak of his honour] Or, cry 
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Ps. XXX. was probably composed 
to celebrate some signal deliverance 
— perhaps the cessation of the pes- 
tilence which God had sent to 
rebuke the pride and presumption 
of David in numbering the people. 
The Psalmist calls upon all God'6 
servants to join in his praise, for sa 
soon relenting, and turning his wrath 
into forgiveness and mercy. The 
title of the Psalm in the Bib. Ver. 
is " A Psalm at the Dedication of 
the House of David," and the occar 
sion may have been the dedication 
of the piece of ground which he 
had bought near the place where 
the plague had been stayed, as the 
site of the future Temple; and the 
erection of an altar thereon. See 
1 Chron. xxi. 26; xxii. 1 — 5. 

3. Hast brought mi^ a»u(- (yui o^ 
Keli\ "B-aaX Tc^usa^.^ Tfta Vcwsl S5o». 
jaws ot dt»X\i\ Kasi Ictji w>> Ujc 



Day«. 



PSALM XXX 



Thou hast kept my life from them that go down 
to the pit. 

4 Sing praises unto the Lord, ye saints of his : 
and give thank& unto Him for a remembrance of 
his holiness. 

5 For his wrath endureth but the twinkling of an 
eye, and in his pleasure is life : heaviness may endure 
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 

6 And in my prosperity I said, * I shall nerer be 
removed : Thou, Lord, of thy goodness hast made my 
hill so strong.' 

7 Thou didst turn thy face from me : and I was 
troubled 

8 Then cried I unto Thee, Lord : and gat me 
to my Lord right humbly. 

9 'What profit is there in my blood : when I go 
down to the pit 1 

10 ' Shall the dust give thanks unto Thee : ot ahall 
it declare thy truth ? 

. 11 * Hear, Lord, and have mercy upon me : Lord, 
be Thou my helper.' 

12 Thou hast turned my heaviness into joy : Thou 
hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with glad- 
ness. 



or kept me alive from among those 
who go down to the grave. 

6. In his pleasure] Through his 
favour. 

6. And in my pra^perUjf I said] 
Even good men are tempted hy 
prosperity to rest satisfied with the 
comforts of this life, and require 
the trial of adversity to loosen their 
affections from tilings temporal. 

0. WAai profit is there in my 
bloodf &c.] Wnat advantnge wilt 
Thou derive from shedding my 
blood P What service can I render 
to Thee in the grave P Ps. vi. 6 ; 
Isa. xxxviii. 18^ 

m SAaU ^^ dust, &eJ Better, 
^0 



** shall dust ; " shall man, when be 
is returned to the dust from which 
he was formed, give thanks nato 
Thee P 

12. My saekdofK] Sackdoth was 
a coarse black cloth, comratmfy 
made of hair, Rev. vi. 12. It was 
used for moumiug instead of the 
ordinary dress, and was either girt 
round the loins or spread as a mat 
under the mourner. Gen. xxxviL 
34r. Sackcloth > was also worn l^ 
penitenta to express sorrow for their 
sins, 1 Kings xxi. 27 ; Isa. Iviii. 5; 
and a like rough garment waa 
assumed by prophets, 2 Kings i. 8; 
ZecK xiii. 4s\ M&tt, iiL 8. 



PSALM XXXC 



Dat« 



13 Therefore shall every good man sing of thy praise 
without ceasing : O my God, I will ^ve thanks unto 
Thee for ever. 

Psalm XXXI. 

:^BAY£B OF FAITH IV THE MIDST OF ADVERSITY. 

IK Thee, Lord, have I put my trust : let me never 
be put to confusion, deliver me in thy righteous- 
ness. 

2 Bow down thine ear to me : make haste to deliver 
me. 

3 And be Thou my strong rock, and house of defence : 
that Thou mayest save me. 

, 4 For Thou art my strong rock, and my castle : be 
Thou also my guide, and lead me for thy iN'ame's sake. 
6 Draw me out of the net that they have laid privily 
for me : for Thou art my strength. 

6 Into thy hands I commend my spirit : for Thou 
hast redeemed me, Lord, Thou God of truth. 

7 I have hated them that hold of superstitious 
vanities : arid my trust hath been in the Lord. 

8 I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy : for Thou 
hast considered my trouble, and hast known my soul in 
adversities. 



13. Ther^ore thnll every good 
many &c.] The Bible Version is 
more exact — " To the end that my 
glory [or mv soul] may sing praise 
to Thee, and not be silent." As the 
Psalmist, verses 9 — 11, had prayed 
against death as depriving him of 
the power of serving the Lord, so 
in this he mentions his deliverance 
ae a gronnd for returning thanks 
and praise to God. 

Ps, XXXI. records David's prayers 
and vows, in danger and distress ; 
his grateM acknowledgment of the 
Divine merc^ ; and his call upon all 
men to trust in God's goodness and 
truth, of whieh he was himself a 
ngtail example. 
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1. In thy righleowness'] The 
Psalmist appeals to the justice of 
God, who wonld never allow his 
futhfol servant to be given over 
into the hands of his enemies. 

6. Info thy hands I commend my 
spirif] These words were adopted 
by our Saviour on the cross (Luke 
xxiii. 46) ; and words to the like 
effect were used by St. Stephen aS' 
he fell asleep. Acts vii. 69. 

7. That hold of supersliUout 
vanitiee] That look to, or trust in 
idols and false gods ; that is, gods 
which have no real existence. See 
Jonah ii. 8. Superstitious belief' 
is a helief of soroethiuc Q^«t vfi^^ 
above ((t^odk super «lflrf^mfe^T^»>Bk.« 

8. Host fcHwm wji loiauw •Acer- 



Dat0. 



PSALM XXXZ 



9 Thou hast not shut me up into the hand of the 
enemy : but hast set my feet in a large room. 

10 Have mercy upon me, Lord ; fo? I am iu 
trouble : and mine eye is consumed for very heaviness ; 
yea, my soul and my body. 

11 For my life is waxen old with heaviness .:. wid 
my years with mourning. 

12 My strength faileth me because of mine iniquity : 
and my bones are consumed. 

13 1 became a reproof among all mine enemies, but 
especially among my neighbours : and they of .mine 
acquaintance were afraid of me ; and they that did see 
me without conveyed themselves from me. 

14 I am clean forgotten, as a dead man out of mind ; 
I am become like a broken vessel. 

15 For I have^h^ard the blasphemy of the multi- 
tude : and fear is on every side, while they conspire 
together against me, and take their counsel to take away 
my life. 

16 But my hope hath been in Thee, O Lord : I have 
said, * Thou art my God.* 

17 My time is in thy hand; deliver me fix)m the 
hand of mine enemies : and from them that per- 
secute me. 



n/ies] Hast owned and comforted 
me when I was in straits and 
trouble. 

9. Thou hast not shut me up^ &c.] 
Thou hast not griveu me over into 
the power of the enemy, but hast 
set my feet in an open plain ; in 
other words, Thou hast released me 
from bondafice, and set me at liberty. 
Ps. xviii. 19 ; cxviii. 5. 

12. Because of mine iniquity] 
David humbly acknowledges his 
bodily siekness to be a chastisement 
of his sins. 

IS. I became a rejiroofi iui.] An 
object of reproach. This ana the 
/«9 Allowing rene» Mpply more 
&2 



closely still to Christ the Son of 
David. See Isa. liii. 3; Matt, 
xxvii. 1. 

13. They thai didsee me tcithoui, 
&C.J Or, they who saw me in the 
street fled from me. 

14. Idhe a broken vessef] Use- 
less, and fit only to be cast away. 
So Jer. xxii. 28. 

16. The blasphemy] Eather, the 
slander. We find tfiis verse. ^- 
most exactly repeated in Jer. xx. 
20. 

17. My time is in thy hand] My 
times, i.e. of prosperity or adver-. 
sity, of life or death, are in thy 
power. 



i^sALM xxxr 



Day«* 



18 Shew thy servant the light of thy countenance : 
and save me for thy merc/s sake. 

19 Let me not be confounded, Lord, for I have 
called upon Thee : let the ungodly be put to confusion, 
and be put to silence in the grave. 

• 20 Let the lying lips be put to silence t which 

cruelly, disdainfully, and despitefully speak against the 

righteous. 

. 21 O how plentiful is thy goodness, which Thou 

hast laid up for them that fear lliee ? and that Thou 

hast prepared for them that put their trust in Thee, 

even before the sons of men ! 

22 Thou shalt hide them privily by thine own 
presence frbm the provoking of all men t Thou shalt 
keep them, secretly in thy tabernacle from the strife of 
tongues. 

. 23 Thanks be to the Lord : for he hath shewed me 
toarvellous great kindness in a strong city. 

24^ And when I made haste, I said : * I am cast out 
of the sight of thine eyes.^ 

25 Nevertheless, Thou heardest the voice of my 
prayer : when 1 cried unto Thee, 

26 O love the Lord, all ye his saints t for the Lord 
preserveth them that are faithful, and plenteously re- 
wardeth the proud doer. 

27 Be strong, and He shall establish your heart : all 
ye that put your trust in the Lord. 



2S. l^oif sAati hide them, ftc] 
Thy favour and th« ' light of thy 

.'eonntenance * shall be their shelter 
vod refnge from the plots and 
devices of ungodly men. Ck)mpare 
Fs. zxvii. 5. 

— 2%tfjprowH«an More exactly, 

'the conspirings. He whose 'life 
is hid with Christ in God,* (CoL iii. 
8,) will little heed the slanders 
and gainsayings of worldly men. 



33. Marvellous great kindness in 
a strcmg dty\ Making him safe as 
in a fortified city. 

24. And when I made haste'] In 
the hurry of alarm and danger. 

26. Plenteously retoardethf &c.] 
Requites, or repays to the fulL To 
reward is used m Scripture in the 
sense of paying back evil aa well 
as good. See Ps. xxviii. 4; Isa. 
iii. 11. 



BS 



DATtf. 



PSILM XXXIt 



Evening,] 



Psalm XXXIL 



[JktifiL 



THB BLESSBBllESS OV HATnTO OUR SIlfB FOSCEIYXN, 

Proper Psalm for Ash WechieBday. 

BLESSED is he whose imrighteonaiiess id fbigir^i : 
and whose sin is coverei 

2 Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputetfa 
no sin : and in whose spirit there is no giiUe. 

3 For while I held my tongue : jdj bonea consomed 
away through my daily complaining. 

4 For thy hand is heavy upon me day and night ; 
and my moisture is like the drought in summer. 

5 I wiU acknowledge my sin unto Thee : and mine 
unrighteouflness have I not hid. 

6 I said, * I will confess my sins xinto the Lord' : 
and so Thou foigavest the wickedness of my sin. 

7 For this shall every one that is godly make his 
prayer unto Thee, in a time when Thou mayest be 
found : but in the great water-floods they shall nof 
come nigh him. 



Ps. XXXn.— The second ef the 
Penitential Psalms it commonly, 
supposed to have heen written hy 
David on obtaining forgiveness from 
God after his grievons sins in the 
matter of Bathsheba and Uriah. 
2 Sara. xii. 13. It seems to be the 
language of one who has actnally 
f^l^ the intolerable harden of sin 
—the instant relief occasioned by 
eonfessioa—aud the comfort of 
pardon. 

1. Blessed is hey &o.] The first 
two verses are quoted by St. Panl, 
Rom. iv. 7, 8, as shewing the 
blessedness of those whom Qrod of 
his free grace pardons, and accounts 
lighteous. 

2. Impuieiknosiu] A^inst whom 
. He lays, no charge of sin.. 

3. jPor while I held my tongue] 
That is, so long as I held back from 

op&ify confesaiag mj sins to Gfod. 



^. Though my dmlff€omplaami^ 
*' Through my roaring (or grottdng) 
all the day long." 

4. Thy hand is heavy y ftc] Better, 
thy hand was heavy npoo um. 

-^My moisture isUke the dtouyhi 
in summer] ** My moisture is tunie^ 
into the drought of summer/* my 
vital moisture is dried up. 

5. / wiU acknowledge^ The pasi 
tense should still be retained as in 
Bib. Ver. *< I acknowledged.*^ 

6. So Thou forgasest, ftc] Por 
an example of Ood's forgiveness of 
sin, immediately on confession, see 
2 Sam. xii 13; see also 1 John i. 9. 

7. For this, &c.3 Since pardoii 
follows repentence and confessioB, 
let every aevout man be earef ul to 
offer his prayer unto Thee in, a|i 
acceptable time. I8a.'lv. 6. 

— In the great water-ftoodi, ftc.^ 
*' In the floodft oi fs;i««& vcoten [in 



raiLurxxxm. day 6. 
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: 8 Hlou art a place to iiide me in, Thou shalt preserve 
me from t]X>uble : Thou shalt compass me about with 
80Bgs of deUTeranoei. 

9 ' I will inform thee> and teach thee in the way 
wherein thou shalt go : and I will guide thee with 

wiaeeyev 

10 * Be ye not like to horse and mule, which have no 
understandmg : whose mx)uths mu^t be held with bit 
and bridle, lest they Ml upon thee/ 

11 Great plugiu^i remain for the ungodly : but whoso 
putteth h» trust in the I/ird« lojercy emhraceth him on 
every side* 

: 12 Be glad, ye ri^teoue, and rejoice in the Lord : 
void be joyful, all ye that 9xe true of heart 

PftALM XXXIIL 

ood's juanoB, fowbr, wisdom, akd «oodness. 

REJOICE in the Lord, ye righteous : for it be- 
eometh well the just to be thankful 

2 Praise the Lord with harp : sing praises unto Him 
with the lute, and insta:ument of ten strings. 

3 Sing unto the Lord a new ^ong : sing praises lustily 
unto Him. with a good courage. 

4 For the word of the Lord is true : and all his works 
are &ithM. 

5 He loveth righteousness aaid judgment : the earth 
is full of the goodness of the Lord. 



^ 1 ll tWtl % ■! < ! ■■■■ » l II J 

the storms of troubU and adversity] 
they shaU notfiome nigh unto hiia. 

9, I wiU inform tluft] Dayid 
^en to aU men the benefit of the 
wise couDsels and precepts which 
ht had heen tanght of God* Gosn- 
yara laa. jxt' 21, 

10. W%o8e mouths muH h4 held 
ipiih bit and bridley &c.] Bather, 
who are so wild that unless if- 
vtrained aftd nUed with hridle and 
corb, tjiejr will not com* ni^h, or 

9begr> their owner?. James iii. 3^ . _, , 

Tfa0 meaning is^ jiM » Teft^J t: i)p^v!V\^ ^>c^ ^<»i«' ^"^ V^l 
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and eheerful obedience to God^s 
law, and do not, like the obstinate 
nuile» stand aloof till yon are con« 
strained by superior force. 

Ps. XXXni.— Tn this Psabn are. 
oelehmted the power and goodness 
of God, as displayed in Creation 
and Providence. 

1. The jusf] The upright, tiie 
true servants of GU)d. 

3. LmtUy] Heartily^ wii\v ^Ida 



Day «. PSALM XXXIIi; 



6 By the "Word of the Lord were the heavens made : 
and all the hosts of th^m by the breath of his mouth. 

7 He gathereth the waters of the sea together, as it 
were upon an heap : and layeth up the deep as in 
a treasure-house, 

8 Let all the earth fear the Lord : stand in awe 
of Him, all ye that dwell in the world. 

9 Eor He spake, and it was done : He commanded^ 
and it stood fast. 

10 The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to 
nought : and maketh the devices of the people to be of 
none effect, and casteth out the counsels of princes. 

11 The counsel of the Lord shall endure for ever : 
and the thoughts of his heart from generation to gene- 
ration. 

12 Blessed are .the people whose God is the Lord 
Jehovah ; and blessed are the folk that He hath chosen 
to Him to.be his inheritance. 

13 The Lord looked down from heaven, and beheld 
all the children of men : from the habitation of his 
dwelling He considereth all them that dwell on th& 
earth. 

14 He fashioneth all the hearts of them : and under- 
standeth all their works. 

15 There is no king that can be saved by the multi- 
tude of an host : neilhier is any mighty man dehvered 
by much strength. 

16 A horse is counted but a vain thing to save a 



6. By the Word of the Lord, &c.] 
Refer to John i. 3; Heb. xi. 3; 
2 Pet. iii. 6. 

— The breath of his moutK] His 
Spirit. 

7. Se gathereth the waters, 
&c.] Compare Exod. xt. 8; Job 
xxxvm. 8. 

9. It was done] More correctly, 

as well as more emphatically, It 

WAS. Compare Gen. i. 3. 

23, From the habitation of his 

aiff^/A'^l "From the place of his 
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habitation.*' So in the prayer of 
Solomon at the dedication of the 
Temple we have, * Hear Thou froW 
heaven thy dwelling-place.* 

14. He fashioneth^ail the heartSt 
&c.] God, who formed the hearts of 
men, must surely know their inmost 
springs and movements. See Ps^ 
cxxxix. 4. 

16. A horse is counted but a vam 
thing] Vain is reliance upon the 
horse for safety. See Prov. xxi. 
31; A.UM>«i\.\&. 
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man : neither shall He deliver any man by his great 
strength. 

17 Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that 
fear Him : and upon them that put their trust in his 
mercy; : 

18 To deliver their soul from death : and to feed 
them in Idie time of dearth. 

19 Our soul hath patiently tarried for the Lord : for 
He is our help, and our shield. 

20 For our heart shall rejoice in Him : becausd 
we have hoped in his holy Name. 

21 Let thy merciful kindness, Lord, be upon us : 
like as we do put our trust in Thee. 

Psalm XXXIV. 

INVITATION TO UNITBD PRAISE. — LESSONS OF HOLT LIVINa. 

I WILL alway give thanks unto the Lord : his praise 
shall ever be in my mouth. 

2 My soul shall make her boast in the Lord : the 
humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

3 O praise the Lord with me : and let us magnify 
his Name together. 

4 I sought the Lord, and He heard me : yea, He 
delivered me out of all my fear. 

5 They had an eye unto Him, and were lightened : 
and their faces were not ashamed. 



Ps. XXXrV., as we learn from 
the title prefixed to it in the Bible, 
was composed by David on the occa- 
sion of Jiis feigning himself mad in 
the presence of Achish, king of 
Gath. 1 Sara. xxi. 10—15. In 
this way he contrived to save his 
life» and he here praises God for his 
deliverance. He praises Him also 
for his merciful care and protection 
of all who trosfc in Him, and then 
proceeds to teach ns that the fear 
ot the Lord ia best shown in keep- 
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ing his commandments. 

2. Shall hear f hereof y and heglacT] 
Shall hear of God's mercy to me, 
and be comforted. 

5. They had an eye itnfo Eim^he,'] 
The humble servants of God men- 
tioned in ver. 2, looked up to God 
for deliverance, and received a gra- 
cious answer to ilieir prayer ; just 
as the Israelites, the mortally 
wounded, looked up to the brazen 
serpeivt m \Vv% V-^^'waRs&^Ck^^vs*^* 
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6 Lo, tlie poor crieth, and the Lord heareth. ^im : 
yea, and saveth him out of all his troubles. 

7 The angel of the Lord tarrieth round about them 
that fear Him : and delivereth them. 

8 taste, and see, how gracious the Lord is : blessed 
ifl the man that trusteth in Him. 

9 fear the Lord, ye that are His saints : for they 
that fear Him lack nothing. 

10 The lions do lack and suffer hunger : but they 
who seek the Lord shall want no manner of thing that 
is good. 

: 11 Come, ye children, and hearken unto me : I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord 

12 What man is he that lusteth to live : and woidd 
fain see good days ?• 

13 Keep thy tongue from evil : and thy lips that 
they speak no guile. 

14 Eschew evil, and do good : seek peace, a^ 
ensue it 

15 The eyes of the Lord are over ijie righteous : and 
liis ears are open unto their prayers. 

16 The countenance of the Lord is against them that 
do evil : to root out the remembrance of them from the 
earth. 

17 The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them ; 
and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 



■ » » i« " 



7. The angel of the Lor dtarriethy 
&c.] ^ EncAQipeth roiuid about them 
that fear Him.** Oen. xxziL 1, 2 ; 
Bxod. xir. 19; 2 Kings tI. 17; 
Zech. ix. 8 ; Heb. i. 14. According 
to the meaning of the word, an 
angel is a mess^iger sent froai Qod. 
Oar Lord Himself is called an 
Mangel,* Exod. iii. 2, 4; and in 
Mai. iii.l, the messenger (or angel) 
of the covenant;. 

11. CotMt ye children] David 
here adopts the style of an Israel- 
jiisA teacher or eidar addiemiaig 
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his youthful scholars. Compare 
Prov. i, 8 ; iv. 1. 

12. Lusteth to live, and would 
fain tee good days] Desires to live 
a long and happy life. Fain in dd 
Bngluh means glad, bat is here 
used adverlnally, and means, willt 
ingly, gladay. 

12—15. These yerses are quoted 
by St. Peter in his first Epistle, 
iii. 10—12. 

14. Etchew evil, &c.] ''Depaii 
from eviU and do good; se^ peaoe^ 
ai»d pursufi 1%." 1 Pel. m. lU 
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18 The Lord is nigh imto them that are of a contrite 
heart : and. will saTe such as be of an humble spirit 

19 Great are the troubles of the righteous : but the 
Jjatd deliyereth him out of alL 

- 20 He keepeth all his bones : so that not one 
of them is broken. 

21 But misfortune shall slay the ungodly : and they 
that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 

22 The Lord delivereth the souls of his servants : 
and all they that put their trust in Him shall not ben 
destitute. 



Morning,'} 



Psalm XXXV. 
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AFTBAL TO ODD S JUSTIOB AGAINST STIL MBN. 



PLEAD Thou my cause, Lord, with, them that 
strive with me : and fight Thou against them that 
fight against me. 

2 Lay hand upon the shield and buckler : and stand 
tip to help me. 



18. The Lord it nigb, &cj * Thus 
ftalththe high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is 
Hdy; I dwell in the^ high and 
holy place, with him also that is of 
a contrite and hnmble spirit, to 
leyive the spirit of the hnmble, and 
jto revive the hewt of the contrite 
ones.' dnUrite is, cmshed and 
tumbled nnder a sense of sin. Isa. 
IviL 15 i see also Ixvi. 2. 

Ifl. QreeU are the trouble*] 'In 
the wwld ye sball have tribulation ; 
but be of icood cheer ; I have over- 
come the world/ John xvi. 33. 

20. Se keepeth all hu hones] A 
woverbial e^ession to represent 
God's providential care of his people. 
Bimilar in effect is our Lord's as- 
•aorahoe, Matt. x. 30, *The very 
bairs of your head are all num- 
bered.' The thoughts of the Chris- 
tian reader will turn to his Saviour 
-on the Cross. See John xiz. ^. 

£1. Shall be de»okUe] Hore CQC- 
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rectly, shall be condemned. 

22. Shall not he destitute'] Shall 
not be cmidemned. The word tran»- 
lated * destitute ' here is the same 
as that rendered ' desolate * in th^ 
preceding verse. 

Ps. XXXV. may probably have 
been composed on the occasion of 
David's encounter with Saul in the 
cave of Engedi, when David refused 
to take the king's life. 1 Sam. xxiv. 
His reference of the matters be* 
tween them to God, — 'The Lord 
therefore be judge^ and judge be- 
tween me and thee, and see, and 
plead my eanse, and deliver me out 
of thy hand,' verse 15, bears a 
close resemblance to the first verse 
of this Psalm. 

1. Plead Thoit my cause, &c] 
Take up my case and defend me 
against my enemies. Isa. xlix. 26. 

2. Lay hand upon tiie sK\e\d^'%«.'^ 

God. \ft VXLNoY&Ji Ytt.'VWMBMMIJ^^Qi.^'*^ 
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( 3 Bring forth the spear, and stop the way against 
them that persecute me : say unto my soul, * I am thy 
salvation,' 

4 Let them be confounded, and put to shame, that 
seek after my so^ : let them be turned back, and 
brought to confusion, that imagine mischief for ma 

5 Let them be as the dust before the wind : and the 
angel of the Lord scattering them. 

: 6 Let their way be dark and slippery : and let the 
»augel of the Lord persecute them. 

7 For they have privily laid their net to destroy me 
without a cause : yea, even without a cause have they 
made a pit for my souL 

8 Let a sudden destruction come upon him unawares, 
And his net that he hath laid privily, catch hiinseK : 
that he may fall into his own mischief 

9 And, my soul, be joyful in the Lord : it shall 
liejoice in his salvation. 

10 All my bones shall say, * Lord, who is like unto 
Thee, who deliverest the poor from him that is too 
strong for him : yea, the poor, and him that is in miseiy, 
from him that spoileth him r 

11 False witnesses did rise up : they laid to my 
charge things that I knew not 



might be addressed to an earthly 
champion. 

3. Them that persecute me"] My 
pursners. 

— Thy sakaiion] Thy Protector 
and Saviour. * If God be for ua, who 
can be against us P' Bom. viii. 31. 

4. Seek after my sout] Plot 
against my life. 

— Imagine mischief] That is, pl6t 
or contrive mischief By the law 
of England it is high treason to 
' imofftne the' death of the £in^.* 
The word occurs several times in 
the Psalms. See x. 2; xxi. 11; 
ixviii. 3 ; xxxvi. 4, &o. 

5. Js the dusf\ Bather, *'a8 
chaflF.'* 

A I'^secu^e] Panue or chase 
60 



them. 

7. Primly laid their nef] To 
entrap and catch wild beasts, pits 
were dug, and over them were 
thrown nets, which were then 
covered with branches and earth. 

— Without a cause"] Without 
any fault or offence on my part. 
Befer to Ps. vii. 16 ; ix. 16. 

9. In his salvation^ In the pro- 
tection and safety which He affords. 

10. All my bones shall sc^] All 
my members — my whole body. 

— Spoileth] Oppresseth, and 
plundereth. 

11 — 13. F(dse witnesses did risg 
up] Verses prophetically descrip- 
tive of our Lord before Pilate, of 
the condnct oi hia accuseift^ and of 
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12 They rewarded me evil for good : to the great 
discomfort of my souL 

13 Nevertheless, when they were sick, I put on 
sackcloth, and humbled my soid with fasting : and my 
prayer shaU turn into mine own bosom. 

14 I behaved myseK as though it had been my 
friend, or my brother : I went heavily, as one that 
moumeth for his mother. 

15 But in mine adversity they rejoiced, and gathered 
themselves together : yea, the very abjects came to- 
gether against me unawares, making mouths at me,* 
and ceased not. 

. 16 With the flatterers were: busy mockers : who 
gnashed upon me with their teeth. 

17 Lord, how long wilt Thou look upon this : O de- 
liver my soul from the calamities which they bring oil 
me, and my darling from the lions. 

18 So will I give Thee thanks in the great congre- 
gation : I will praise Thee among much people. 

19 let not them that are mine enemies triumph 
over me ungodly : neither let them wink with their 
eyes that hate me without a cause. 



hia pardoning prayer for his mur- 
derers. Matt. xxvi. 59. 

12. To the great discomfdri^ &c.] 
So as to make niy life forlorn and 
desolate. The condition expressed 
is that of bereavement. 

13. Into mine own hosom}^ My 
prayer, eren though unavaihng for 
them, shall bring back a blessing 
to myself. The expression occurs 
Ps. Jxxix. 12; Isa. Ixv. 6; Luke 
tLS8. 

15. The very abiecfs] The lowest 
of the people. Thus, too, the sol- 
diers and the common rabble reviled 
and mocked our Lord upon the 
cross. Matt, xxvii. 27—31. 

16. WUh ihefiatieren were buiv 
moekeri] Base courtiers and table 
jesters^ who paid for the feaits to 
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which they were admitted, by tlieir 
scurriloui wit. Refer to Ephes. v. 4. 
17. ffoto long wilt Thou look Vpon 
Mm] Rather, How long wilt Thou 
look on P 

— My darling] My only, my 
treasured one; meaning my life. 
Refer to P^. xxii. 22, and note. 

— From the lions] That is, of 
course, from enemies as fierce and 
ravenous as lions. 

19. Triumph over me ungodly"] 
** Wrongfully rejoice over me." 

— Wink with their eyes] Wink 
at each other in derision, and so 
mock and make sport at my fall. 

— Th(U hate me without a cause^ 
Our Lord, roeaking of the perse- 
cutions NlhlWi^'fc %>sSj«^Vt«vsw^«>v 
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20 And why? their commmiing is not for peaoe : 
but they imagine deceitful words against them that are 
qniet in the land. 

21 They gaped upon me with their mouths, and 
said : * Fie on thee, fie on thee, we saw it with our eyea.* 

22 This Thou hast seen, Lord : hold not thy 
tongue then ; go not far ftom me, Lord. 

23 Awake, and stand up to judge my quarrel : arenge 
Thou my cause, my God and my Lord. 

24 Judge me, Lord my God, according to thy 
righteousness : and let them not triumph over ma 

25 Let them not say in their hearts, * There, there^ 
so would we have it * : neither let them say, * We have 
devoured him.' 

26 Let them be put to confusion and shame together, 
that rejoice at my trouble : let them be clothed with 
rebuke and dishonour, that boast themselves against me. 

27 Let them be glad and rejoice, that favour my 
righteous dealing : yea, let them say alway, * Blessed be 
the Lord, who hali pleasure in tiie prosperity of iis 
servant' 

28 And as for my tongue, it shall be talking of thy 
righteousness : and of thy praise aU the day long. 



M 



PSALM XXXVI. 

man's wickedness. — god's ooodmsbs. 
Y heart sheweth me the wickedness of the un- 
godly : that there is no fear of God before his eyes. 



fiilfilment of prophecy : * That tlie 
vord might be fulfilled that is 
written in their Law, They hated 
me without a cause.* John xv. 25. 

20. Their commnmng,h^.'\ Their 
talk together — the counsel which 
tii^ take with one another — ^is not 
for peace, hid they imagine deceitful 
words, that is. They invent treache- 
10118 devices, &c. 

25. Let them not savy &c.] Let 
not my enemies be aole to say, 
'fTe bare bad our waj; we hxre 
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destroyed him,* 

26. Let them he put to confi$9ion\ 
This and other similar passages, if 
they are to be re^rded as prayers 
and not prophecies, are in dfect 
prayers that the malicious enemies 
of Gk)d'8 law and the persecutor^ 
of his servants may be foiled and 
pat to shame. 

Ps. XXXVL presents to ns.twd 
strongly contrasted pictures : l,The 
wickedness and deceitfnlness of the 
ungodly \ ^ TVv& cAetnni IvtMuL- 
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2 For he flattereth himself in his own sight : until 
his abominable sin be found out. 

3 The words of his mouth are unrighteous, and fiill 
of deceit : he hath left off to behave himself wisely^ 
and to do good. 

4 He imagineth mischief upon his bed, and hath set 
himself in no good way : neither doth he abhor any 
thing that is evil. 

5 Thy mercy, Lord, reacheth unto the heavens : 
and thy faithfulness unto the clouds. 

6 Thy righteousness standeth like the strong moun- 
tains : thy judgments are like the great deep. 

7 Thou, Lord, shalt save both man and beast ; How 
excellent is thy mercy, God : and the children of 
men shall put their trust under the shadow of thy 
wings. 

8 They shall be satisfied with the plenteousness of 
thy house : and Thou shalt give them drink of thy 
pleasures, as out of the river. 



ness, mercy, and loving-kindness of 
God. 

1. ify heart shewetK] The wicked- 
ness of the ungodly man makes me 
feel in my heart that he is living 
without the fear of God. 

2. For he Jiaftereth himself ^ &c.] 
That ia, he deludes himself with the 
hope that God will not find out 
his sin. 

4). Upon his bed'} So far gone is 
he in wickedness, tliat even in the 
solitude and silence of his night 
hours, instead of mourning over his 
past sins, he is still plotting furtlier 
mischiel 

— • In no good way] ** In a way 
that is not good.*' 

6. 2%y»«?r(?y, OZorrf] Notwith- 
standing the evil devices and corrupt 
practices of the wicked, a merdfnl 
and idl-powerful God roles over alL 

6. Like the strong mouniaim'] 
The righteoutnfiis orjuaUeo of Goi 
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is as conspicuous on all sides, and 
as immovably fixed as the moun^ 
tains. His judgments — the laws 
and decrees of his providence— fire 
as unfathomable and unlimited as 
the ocean. 

7. Thou, lord.shalt save} "Thou 
preservest man and beast." God 
sustains in life and provides for the 
wante of all his creatures. Ps. 
civ. 14. 

8. TheplefUeousness o/thy house] 
Meaning first, perhaps, the abun« 
dance of good things which God 
has provided for his people; and 
secondly, the rich blessings of hit 
Sanctuary or Church. 

^-Brink of thy pleasures] "Thou 
shalt make them drink of tne river 
of thy pleasures.** See Ps. zlvi. 
4, Bib. Ver. "There is a river, 
the streams whereof shall make 
glad the cltj ol Qt^^r ^«i ^«*^ 
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9 For with Thee is the well of life ; and in thy light 
shall we see light 

10 continue forth thy loving-kindness unto them 
that know Thee : and thy righteousness unto them that 
are true of heart. 

11 let not the foot of pride come against me : and 
let not the hand of the ungodly cast me down. 

12 There are they fallen, all that work wickedness : 
they are cast down, and shall not be able to stand 



Evening.] 
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THB DIFF£BENT ENDS OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 

FEET not thyself because of the ungodly i neither 
be thou envious against the evil doers. 

2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass : 
and be withered even as the green herb. 

3 Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and be doing good ; 
dwell in the land^ and verily thou shalt be fed. 



9. T/ie well of life] « The foun- 
lain of life." *The water that I 
shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into 
everlasting life.* John iv. 14. 

— In tAy UgMy &c.] * That was 
the true Light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world.* 
John i. 9. God, like the son, can 
only be seen by the light which 
proceeds from Himself. In Ps. iv. 
7, David prays, • Lord, lift Thou up 
the light of thy countenance upon 
UH ;* and to see and to walk in tliat 
light is to share the happiness, 
peace, and salvation which proceed 
^m God only. See Ps. xxxvii. I. 

10. Them that know Thee]'l\\o^ 
who acknowledge Thee to be their 
God, and keep thy commandments. 

11. The foot of pride J &c.] Let 
neither the/00/ of the proud nor 
the hand of the ungodly prevail 
•gainst me. 

JJS.jm^eare^A^falUn'] VTliile 
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the ungodly are in prosperity the 
world applauds them ; but the 
Psalmist from the watch-tower of 
faith descries from afar their de- 
struction, and speaks of it with as 
much confidence as if it had already 
happened. 

Pa. XXXVII.— David towards 
the close of an eventful and 
chequered life sums up in this Psalm 
the results of his long experience. 
The wicked may prosper for a time, 
and the godly may be afflicted and 
depressed; but in the end those 
who trust in the Lord will be re- 
warded, and they who set Him at 
nought will be brought into judg- 
ment. 

3. Dwell in (he land^ and verily 
thou shalt be fed] The meaning 
rather is, So shalt thou "dwell in 
the land, and feed securely. By 
the land is probably meant, in the 
first instance, the laud of Canaan, 
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4 Delight thou in the Lord : and He shall give thee 
thy hearths desire. 

5 Commit thy way unto the Lord, and put thy trust 
in Him : and He shall bring it to pass. 

6 He shall make thy righteousness as clear as the 
light : and thy just dealing as the noon-day. 

7 Hold thee still in the Lord, and abide patiently 
upon Him : but grieve not thyself at him, whose 
way doth prosper, against the man that doeth after evil 
counsels. 

8 Leave off from wrath, and let go displeasure : fret 
not thyseU^ else shalt thou be moved to do evil. 

9 "Wicked doers shall be rooted out : and they that 
patiently abide the Lord, those shall inherit the land. 

10 Yet a little while, and the ungodly shall be clean 
gone : thou shalt look after his place, and he shall 
be away. 

1 1 But the meek-spirited shall possess the earth : and 
shall be refreshed in the multitude of peace. 

12 The ungodly seeketh counsel against the just : and 
gnasheth upon him with his teeth. 

13 The Lord shall laugh him to scorn : for He hath 
seen that his day is coming. 

14 The ungodly have drawn out the sword, and have 



which, it should be remembered, is 
a tj^pe of heaven. Tiie same ex- 
pression occurs in vv. 9, 11, and 
22. Possession of the land in peace 
and security was the reward pro- 
mised, in the Law of Moses, to faith 
and well-doin^. ' If ye be willing 
and obedient, ye shall eat the ^ood 
of the land.* Isa.i.19. The promise 
of the law (Exod. xx. 12) is en- 
larged in the Gospel, Matt. v. 5. 

5. Shall bring it io paM\ Will 
act for thee, and bring thy designs 
to a successful issue. 

7. Bold thee ttUl in (he Lord] 
"Best in the Lord, and wait pa- 
tieatly for Hiin : fret not thyself 
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because of him who prospereth in 
his way, because of him who bring- 
eth wicked devices to pass." 

8. Leave off from wrathy &c.] 
Such precepts come with special 
weight from David — a man of war 
— -olten sorely tempted to avenge 
himself. Kefer to the case of Nabal, 
and David's thankfulness, that he 
had been * kept from evil.' 1 Sam. 
XXV. 39. 

11. The meek-spirited] * Blessed 
are the meek : for they sliall in- 
herit the earth.* Matt. v. 5. 

12. Seelceih counsel] "Piotteth." 

13. His da^\ TV\«i^wj ^Ix^xv- 
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bent their bow : to cast down the poor and needy, and 
to slay such as are of a right conversation. 

15 Their sword shall go through their own heart : 
and their bow shall be broken. 

16 A small thing that the righteous hath : is better 
than great riches of the ungodly. 

' 17 For the arms of the ungodly shall be broken : 
and the Lord upholdeth the righteous. 

18 The Lord knoweth the days of the godly : and 
their inheritance shall endure for ever. 

19 Hiey shall not be confounded in the perilous 
time : and in the days of dearth they shall have 
enough. 

20 As for the ungodly, they shall perish ; and the 
demies of the Lord shall consume as tiie fat of lambs : 
yea, even as: the smoke shall they consume away. 

21 The ungodly borroweth, and payeth not again : 
but the righteous is merciful, and liberal 

22 Buxh. as are blessed of God shall possess the 
land : and they that are cursed of Him shall be 
rooted out. 

23 The Lord ordereth a good man's going : and 
maketh his way acceptable to Himself. 

24 Though he fall, he shall not be cast away : for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand. ' 

25 I have been young, and now am old : and yet 
saw I never the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging their bread. 



14. Couversatimi] Conduct, way 
of life. As in IPet. i. 15: *Be 
ye holy in all manoer of conversa- 
tion /' and 2 Pet. iii. 11. The word 
occurs in the same sense, Ps. 1. 23. 

15. Their nnord^ &c.] The wea- 
pons which they prepared against 
others, shall be tamed against 
themselves. 

16. A mallJUng] The little. 
* Better is little with the fear of 
the Lord, than great treasure and 

trouble therewith.' ProY. XV. 16. 
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17. The artns] The strength 
and power. £zek. xxx. 21. 

18. Knoweth the daySj &c.] The 
meaning is, God has the life of the 
righteous especially before Him. 
He makes provision for them. 

20. As the fat of lambs] As the 
fat is rapidly consumed in the fire 
of tite sacrifice. 

23. Ordereth a good man* s going] 
That is, guideth the steps of a good 
man. 
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26 The righteous is ever merciful, and lendeth : and 
his seed is blessed. 

27 Flee from evil, and do the thing that is good : 
and dwell for evermore. 

28 For the Lord loveth the thing that is right : He 
forsaketh not his that be godly, but they are preserved 
for ever. 

29 The unrighteous shall be punished : as for the 
seed of the ungodly, it shall be rooted out 

30 The righteous shall inherit the land : and dwell 
therein for ever. 

31 The mouth of the righteous is exercised in wis- 
dom : and his tongue will be talking of judgment. 

32 The law of his God is in his heart : and his 
goings shall not slide. 

33 The ungodly seeth the righteous : and seeketh 
occasion to slay him. 

34 The Lord will not leave him in his hand : nor 
condemn him when he is judged. 

35 Hope thou in the Lord^ and keep his way, and 
He shall promote thee, that thou shalt possess the land : 
when the ungodly shall perish, thou shalt see it 

36 I myself have seen the ungodly in great power : 
and flourishing like a green bay-tree. 

37 I went by, and lo, he was gone : I sought him, 
but his place could no where be found. 

38 Keep innocency, and take heed unto the thing 
that is right : for that shall bring a man peace at 
the last 



27. Jhnfellfor evermore] So shalt 
thou dwell in the land for ever. 
See verses 3 and 30. 

28. His that be godly] " His 
taints.** His faithful servants and 
worshippers. 

32. Hit goings shall not slide] 
His footsteps slip not. 

33. 8e^h\ . " Watcheth '* with 
% view to take advsntagie of him. 

er 



power of his persecutor ; nor cou> 
demn him when he is judged hy 
his enemy. 

37. / wsftt by, &c.] Bather, as 
in Bih. Ver. *' Yet he passed away, 
and )o I he was not." 

88. Keep innocency t&c] "Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the 
upright ; for the end of that man is 
peace.'* 
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39 As for the transgressors, they shall perish to- 
gether : and the end of the ungodly is, they shall 
be rooted out at the last. 

40 But the salvation of the righteous cometh of the 
Lord : who is also then* strength in the time of trouble. 

41 And the Lord shall stand by them, and save 
them : He shall dehver them from the ungodly, and 
shall save them, because they put their trust in Him. 

Morning.] PsALM XXXVIII. 1-Day S. 

SELF-ABASEMENT AND CONEESSION OF SIN. 

Proper Psalm for Ash-Wednetday, 

PUT me not to rebuke, Lord, in thine anger : 
neither chasten me in thy heavy displeasure. 

2 For thine arrows stick fast in me : and thy hand 
presseth me sore. 

3 There is no health in my flesh, because of thy 
displeasure : neither is there any rest in my bones, by 
reason of my sin. 

4 For my wickednesses are gone over my head : and 
are like a sore burden, too heavy for me to bear. 

5 My wounds stink, and are corrupt : through my 
foolishness. 

6 I am brought into so great trouble and misery : 
that I go mourning all the day long. 

7 For my loins are filled with a sore disease : and 
there is no whole part in my body. 



Pa. XXXVIIL— The third Peni- 
tential Psalm. David describes, 
under the figure of bodily disease 
and suffering, the lamentable con- 
dition into which he had been 
brought by his sins : profe-sses his 
trust in God, acknowledges his 
offences, and prays for help and 
deliverance. 

2>. Thine arratoi, &c.] Grod*s 
arrows are the sharp pains and 
afflictions which He sends. 



sequence of the pain and suffering 
which my sin has brought upon me. 

4. For my wickedf/esaes are gone 
over my head"] Like waves of the 
sea breaking over a man . Ps. cxxiv. 4. 

5. My foolishneea] My vicious 
and sinful conduct. Kefer to Psalm 
xxxi. 12, and the note on it. 

7. My loins areMled^ &c.] The 
disease of both body and soul seems 
to be here described, and a sense 
of spiritual corruption gives new 



3. JSy reason of my ei»] In con- 1 pangs to t^ d\80iaex« ol tha flflah. 
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8 I am feeble, and sore smitten : I have roared for 
the very disquietness of my heart. 

9 Lord, Tliou knowest all my desire : and my groan- 
ing is not hid fix)m Thee. 

10 ' My heart panteth, my strength hath foiled me : 
and the sight of mine eyes is gone from me. 

11 My lovers and my neighbours did stand looking 
upon my trouble : and my kinsmen stood afar off. 

12 They also that sought after my life laid snares 
for me : and they that went about to do me evil talked 
of wickedness, and imagined deceit all the day long. 

13 As for me, I was like a deaf man, and heard 
not : and as one that is dumb, who doth not open 
his mouth. 

14 I became even as a man that heareth not : and in 
whose mouth are no reproofs. 

15 For in Thee, Lord, have I put my trust : Thou 
shalt answer for me, Lord my God. 

16 I have required that they, even mine enemies, 
shoidd not triumph over me : for when my foot slipped, 
they rejoiced greatly against me^ 

17 And I, truly, am set in the plague : and my 
heaviness is ever in my sight 



11 . Stand looking vptni] " Stand 
aloof from." We are reminded by 
these words, of the scene of oar 
Lord*8 crucifixion. See Luke xxiii. 
40. See also a very striking passage 
in Job xix. 13 — ^20. 

12. Talked of wickedness, &c.] 
Plotted mischief in their talk, and 
meditated deceit. 

l^ Js for me, ftc] Compare 
▼erses 13--15, with St. Peter's de- 
scription of our Savioar*8 patient 
snffering. 1 Pet. ii. 22, 23; see 
also 1 Sam. x. 27 ; Matt. xxvi. 62 ; 
John xix. 9. 

16. I kare required J he."] I hate 
prayed earnestly, saying, Let not 
mine oDouies rejoice over me, 
69 



17. Set in theploffue'] The word 
plague is the literal rendering of 
plagH — wound, blow, or stroke— of 
an old Latin Version, iu which the 
clause is translated, ' I am prepared 
or ready for the stroke,* &c. See 
Isai. 1. 6. Pestilence being justly 
regarded as a stroke or infliction 
of God (2 Sam. xxiv. 21), and the 
greatest and most terrihle of all 
temporal chastisements, has come 
to he called emphaticiilly the plague. 
In a similar way 6od*s juagments 
upon Pharaoh and his people are 
commonly called the plagues of 
]<)gypt. See also Ps. xxxix. IL. 
The BiVA^ N«t%\ou Sa»*^ vsbl wiisj 
to \\alC 
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18 For I irill confess my wickedness : and be sony 
for my sin. 

19. But mine enemies live, and are mighty : and they 
that hate me wrongfully are many in number. 

20 They also that reward evil for good are i^ainst 
me : because I foUow the thing that good is. 

21 Forsake me not, Lord my Grod : be not Thou 
far from me. 

22 Haste Thee to help me : O Lord God of my 
salvation. 

Psalm XXXIX. 

THE SHOBTNESS AND VANITT OF HUMAN LIFX. 

Psalm used in the Burial Service, 

I SAID, * I will take heed to my ways : that I offend 
not in my tongue. 

2 * I will keep my mouth as it were with a bridle : 
while the ungodly is in my sight' 

3 I held my tongue, and spake nothing : I kept 
silence, yea, even from good words ; but it was pain 
and grief to me. 

4 My heart was h©t within me, and while I was 
thus musing the fire kindled : and at the last I spake 
with my tongue ; 

5 * Lord, let me know mine end, and the number of 
my days : that I may be certified how long I have 
to live. 

6 'Behold, Thou hast made my days as it were 



19. But mine enemies live^ and 
are mghty\ While the Psalmist is 
helpless and in a manner dead, his 
enemies are living and powe rfiil. 

20. They also that reward^ &c.] 
''They also that render evil for 
good are my adversaries." 



Ps. XXXIX. — ^David, lahourinff, 

it would seem, nnder some trouble 

or sickness, resolves that no word 

of complaint shaW eaespe his iips in 

tAe presence of the uogodly ; but 
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at last, stirred by the spirit withiu 
him, he pours out his soul to Ood 
in moamful reflections on the short- 
ness of life and the vanity of afl 
earthly things. He concludes wvA 
a prayer to (iod, his only hope, fw 
restoration to health, and for a 
longer continuance upon earth. 

2, With a bridle^ More properly, 
in a muzzle ; I wul compel myiMf 
to keep silence. Compare James L 
26; iii. 2. 

6. Js it noere a spwi^ ^of^9\ " Ai 
an hand-bxeadiX^iir 



PSALM XXXIX. 



Day 8. 



a. span long : and mine age is even as nothing in 
wiipect of Thee ; and verily every man living is alto- 
getiier vanity. 

7 Tor man walketh in a vain shadow, and dis- 
qnieteth himself in vain : he heapeth np riches, and 
cannot tell who shall gather them.' 

8 And now, Lord, what is my hope : truly my hope 
is even in Thee. 

9 Deliver me from all mine offences : and make me 
not a rebuke unto the foolish. 

10 I became dumb, and opened not my mouth : for 
it was thy doing. 

11 Take thy plague away from me : I am even 
consumed by tlie means of thy heavy hand. > 

12 When Thou with rebukes dost chasten man for 
sin. Thou makest his beauty to consume away, like as 
it were a moth fi^tting a garment : every man there- 
fore is but vanity. 

13 Hear my prayer, Lord, and with thine ears 
consider my calling : hold not thy peace at my tears; 

14 For I am a stranger with Thee : and a sojourner, 
as all my fathers were. 



6. Lt respeei of TAee] That is, 
in oomparison with Thee, who art 
eternal. 

7. Shall gedher lhenC\ Shall re- 
eeiT% and enjoy them. 

8. mat u my hope] « What 
waitlforP" 

9. A rebuke unto the foolish'] 
An object of reproach to the 
worldly and wicked. . . 

10. I became dumb] Irteujrned 
nyaelf^ and uttered no M^plaint, 
(W only a prayer, w, 0, 11 ;) he- 
tenaeit is Thou, Lord, who hast 
flfaaatened me. See Job xl^ 4, 5. 
CcMupare Isa. liii. 7> vid Matt 
XKvii. 12. 

— It waa thy doing] Hy tHal 
was of God*B sending, and accosding 
to his will 

11* Ti^jfki^l Bather, "Thy 



\ 



stroke," or heavy chastisement. 
Befer to Fs. xxzviii. 17, and note. 

11. By the means] "By the 
hlow." 

12. His beauty] Not merely 
grace and comeUness; but every 
personal quality of which he is 
naturally proud. 

— A moth fretting a garment] 
Sickuess and afOiction waste and 
disfigure the strength and beauty of 
man, as the moth eats into and 
destroys the rich garments laid np 
in store by the rich in Eastern 
countries. Job xiii. 28. 

IS. Hold not thy peace] Bemain 
not silent, but hear my prayer in 
affliction, and help me. 

14. A stranger with Thee^ and a 
sqtoumerl 6l txv(«>VW wslVna -^vs:^ 
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15 spare me a little, that I may recover my 
strength : hefore I go hence, and be no more seen. 



Psalm XL. 

THE OBBDIENOB AND WILLING BAOBIFICE OF GHBIST. 

Proper Psalm for Good Friday. 

I WAITED patiently for the Lord : and He inclined 
unto me, and heard my calling. 

2 He brought me also out of the horrible pit, out of 
the mire and clay : and set my feet upon the rock, and 
ordered my goings. 

3 And He hath put a new song in my mouth : even 
a thanksgiving unto our God. 

4 Many shall see it^ and fear : and shall put their 
trust in the Lord. 

5 Blessed is the man that hath set his hope in the 
Lord : and turned not unto the proud, and to such 
as go about with lies. 

6 Lord my God, great are the wondrous works 
which Thou hast done, like as be also thy thoughts 
which are to us- ward : and yet there is no man that 
ordereth them unto Thee. 



days. ' They confessed that tkey 
were strangers and pilgrims upon 
the earth.* Heb. xi. 13. Befer to 
Gen. xlvii, 9. 

Ps. XL. — St.Faiil, in his Epistle 
to the Hebrews, x. 5—7, quotes 
vv. 8—10 of this Psalm as spoken 
by David in the person of Christ ; 
and for this reason it has been se* 
lected by oar Church as a Proper 
Psalm for the day of our Lord's 
crncifixion. 

2. Horrible pif\ The pitfall pre- 
pared by his treacherous enemies 
into wliich he had fallen. Ps. vii. 
16 ; XXXV. 7. 

— Ordered my goings] Enabled 
me to walk firmly and securely. 
S. JSTa^A pt^ a new sona, ftcl 
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Hath by a fresh act of merer given 
me a new reason for celebrating 
his praise. 

4. Shall see it, and fear'] Shall 
become acquainted with God*8 mer- 
ciful dealings with me^ and learn 
to fear Jeiiovah who has shown 
himself so ready to send deliverance 
to his servants. " There is mercy 
with Thee, therefore shalt Thou 
be feared. Ps. cxxx. 4. 

5. Such as go about with lies'] 
** Such as turn aside to lies.*' 

6. Thy thoughts ufhieh are to «#> 
ioard^ Thy thoughts towards us ; 
that is, Thy counsels for the good 
of man. 

— That ordereth them, &c.] 
"They cannot be reckoned up in 
ordex to TViee?* ^«ft Bai^. xi. &4 1 
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7 If I should declare them, and speak of them : 
they should be more than I am able to express. 

8 Sacrifice, and meat-offering. Thou wouldest not : 
but mine ears hast Thou opened. 

9 Bumi^offeribtigs, and sacrifice for sin, hast Thou 
not required : then said I, Lo, I come, 

10 In the volume of the book it is written of me, 
that I should fuMl thy will, my God : I am content 
to do it ; yea> thy law is within my heart. 

11 I have declared thy righteousness in the great 
congregation : lo, I will not refrain my lips, Lord, 
and that Thou knowest * 

12 I have not hid thy righteousness within my 
heart : my talk hath been of thy truth, and of thy 
salvation. 

13 1 have not kept back thy loving mercy and truth : 
from the great congregation. 

14 Withdraw not Thou thy mercy from me, 
Lord : let thy loving-kindness and thy truth alway 
preserve me. 

15 For innumerable troubles are come about me ; my 
sins have taken such hold upon me that I am not able 



' Who hath known the mind of the 
Lord, or who hath been his coun- 
sellor P' 

1,Ifl should declare them^ &c.] 
The Bible Version is clearer, " If 1 
would declare aud speak of them, 
th^ are more tiian can be num- 
bered." 

8. Sacrijice^ and meaUofferifig^ 
Thou wouldest no{\ *I desired 
merely and not sacrifice.' Hosea 
vi. 6. See also 1 Sam. xv. 22 ; and 
compare Heb. x. 4. 

— But mine ears hast Thou 
upened] Thou hast given me the 
disposition to hear ; a readiness to 
obey. See 2 Sam. vii. 27, margin ; 
las. 1. 6. It was God*s purpose to 
accept the voluntary obedience and 
sacrifice of Christ instead of ' the 
hlood of bulls and goaJba,* and 
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the frequent sin-offerings required 
by the law of Moses. Jer. vii. 
22,23. 

10. In the volume of the hooi"] 
In the Holy Scriptures, which were 
kept together in a roll, or volume. 
Luke xxiv. 44. 

1\, The ffreat cotigregation\ That 
is, the great body of Jewish wor- 
shippers. Deut.xxx. 30; I Chron. 
xxix. I, 20. 

16. My sins have taken such hold] 
The Messiah calls those sins his 
own, of which He bore the punish- 
ment. 'The Lord hath' laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all.' Isa. 
liii. 6. 

— / om not able to look wo] 
I cannot see for sorrow. See V«alv^ 
xxxviii. 10. *^\\fc «k<^>N. ^1 ^s!«a» 
ejf ea ia fS^iA Ixtna xbaI 
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to look np : yea^ they are more in number than the 
hairs of my head, and my heart hath £Edled me. 

16 Lord, let it be thy pleasure to deliver me : 
make haste, Lord, to help me. 

17 Let them be ashamed, and confounded together, 
that seek after my soul to destroy it : let them be 
driven backward, and put to rebuke, that wish me eviL 

18 Let them be desolate, and rewarded with shame : 
that say unto me, * Fie upon thee, fie upon thee.' 

19 Let all those that seek Thee be joyful and glad in 
Thee : and let such as love thy salvation say alway, 
* The Lord be praised.' 

20 As for me, I am poor and needy : but the Lord 
careth for me. 

21 Thou art my helper and redeemer : make no 
long tarrying, my God. 

Evening.] PsALM XLL [2% 8. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE MERCIFUL. — THE FALSE FBIBim. 

BLESSED is he that considereth the poor and 
needy : the Lord shall deliver him in the time 
of trouble. 

2 The Lord preserve him, and keep him alive, that 
he may be blessed upon earth : and deliver not Thou 
him into the will of his enemies. 



17, 18. let them he nhamed, &c.l 
A pray«r that God wiU defeat and 
confovnd tlie connaek of his ene- 
mies ; or perhap a prophecy of the 
shame and niiseiy which wonld 
be&I the Jews, for their rejection 
of the l^essiah. 



Ps. XLI. After pronouncing a 

blessing on the mercifol, David 

complains of the malicious calum* 

mee of his foes, and of the treachery 

afpne ungrateful friead. Tlie Paalm 
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may have been suggested bj the 
rebellion of Absalom. 

1. Blet9ed it he, &c.] < Blessed 
are the merciful : for they shall ob- 
tain mercjf,* Matt. y. 7. 

2. The Lord preterve ilm, &&] 
The form of prayer or blessing is 
changed into a promke or assuraaoe 
in the Bib. Yer. where the fatore 
tense is used : thus, "* The Lordwstf 
preserve him.*' ** He ikallhe\Asm' 
ed," "Thou wiH «io^ deliver him," 
and inver. 8, "The Lord viU 
•trcngUiBii^um.** 
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• 3 The Locrd comfort him, when he lieth sick upon 
his bed : make Thou all his bed in his sickness. 



me 



heal 



my 



4 I said, *Lord, be merciful unto 
soul, for I have sinned against Thee.' 

5 Mine enemies speak evil of me : * When shall 
he die, and his name perish ? ' 

6 And if he come to see me, he speaketh vanity : 
and his heart conceiveth falsehood within himself; 
and when he cometh forth he teUeth it. 

7 All mine enemies whisper together gainst me : 
even against me do they imagine this evil. 

8 'Let the sentence of guiltiness proceed against 
him : and now that he lieth, let him rise up no more.' 

9 Yea> even mine own familiar friend, whom I 
trusted : who did also eat of my bread, hath laid 
great wait for me. 

10 But be Thou meixjiful unto me, Lord : raise 
Thou me up again, and I shall reward them. 

11 By this I know Thou favourest me ; that mine 
enemy doth not triumph against me. 

12 And when I am in my health. Thou upholdest 
me : and shalt set me before thy face for ever. 



3. MaJte Thou all hit bed, &c.] 
Thou wilt give him ease in his 
uckness — ^wiit refresh and revive 
him. 

4. I said] As for me, I said. 

6. And if he come io »ee me"] If 
any one of my enemies visits me, 
he nses deceitful words ; he stores 
up matter for slanderous reports ; 
and when he goes forth afrain into 
the world, he spreads them abroad. 

8. Let the sentence offfmliinese] 
David's enemies speak against him 
as if he were smitten of God for 
his sins, and they pray that he may 
never rise up from his bed of sick- 
ness. Compare Isa. liii. 4 ; Luke 
xxiii. 23. 

9. Mine own famUiar frien^ It 
isp/ohaUe thit the crafty and perfi- 



dious Ahithophel, 2 Sam. xv. 12, 
31, is here glanced at, but the 
words are a direct prophecy of the 
treachery of Judas. See John xiii.18. 

9. Hath laid great wait'] Hath 
closely watched, with a view to 
ensnare me. 

10. Reward them] Kequitethem 
according to their false and cruel 
dealings. To reward means to pay 
back either good or evil. 

12. And when lam in mjf health, 
&c.] Rather as in Bib. Yet. ** And 
as for me. Thou beholdat me in 
my integrity." 

— Be/ore th^facei That is, to 
stand in thy presence, and to enjoy 
the light of thy countenance. See 

Ps. XX\. ft ', ^W . ^KUi. '^^ \^«i3^. 
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13 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel : world with- 
out end. Amen. 



Psalm XLII. 

ARDENT LONGINO FOB THE SANCTUARY AND WORSHIP OF GOD. 

LIKE as the hart desireth the water-brooks : so 
longeth my soul after Thee, God. 

2 My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living 
God : when shall I come to appear before the presence 
of God ? 

3 My tears have been my meat day and night : while 
they daily say unto me, * Where is now thy God 1 ' 

4 Now, when I think thereupon, I pour out my heart 
by myself : for I went with the multitude, and brought 
them forth into the house of God ; 

5 In the voice of praise and thanksgiving : among 
such as keep holy-day. 



13. Blessed be (he Lord Gody 
&c.] This doxology terminates tlie 
first of the five books into which 
the Psalms were divided by^the 
Jews. 

Ps. XLn. — We now enter upon 
the Second division or Book of 
Psalms, containing thirty in all; 
the first eight of which (xlii. — ^xlix.) 
are ascribed in the Bible titles to 
the sons of Korah — a family of 
singers, who continued attachc»l to 
the musical service, first of the 
tabernacle and afterwards of the 
temple, from the time of David to 
that of Jehoshaphat. 2 Chron. xx. 
19. They were companions of 
David in his flight from Absalom, 
and partakers of the same dangers 
and adventures. No wonder there- 
fore that the soul of David seems 
to animate the songs of the Kora- 
hites. The forty-second and fol- 
JowJng Faalm, which hy some are 
sapposed to be properly hat one, 
76 
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express the feelings of a pions 
Israelite deprived of the privilege 
of public worship. They suit 
the circumstances of David, when 
compelled to flee to the country 
beyond Jordan. 2 Sam. xv. 14. 
Others think that they belong ra- 
ther to the reign of Ahaz. (2 Chron. 
xxxviii.), a period of national dis- 
grace and apostasy, B.C. 741. 

1. DesiretK] "Panteth after.' 

2. When shall I cotne to appear'] 
When shall 1 be permitted to enter 
again into the sanctuary, where 
God is more immediately present? 

3. My meaf\ " My food." 

4. When I think (hereupon, &c.] 
When 1 recall to mind these things 
1 abandon mvself to grief (my 
heart is poured out like water), for 
I used in past days to accompany 
and lead the joyful throng of wor- 
shippers into the house of Gk>d. 

5. In the voice of praise] " Witii 
the voice of joy and praise, witli a 
multitude t\v&t k^^gX VkoV^4«.^.** 



PSALM XLII. Days. 



6 Why art thou so full of heaviness, O my soul : 
and why art thou so disquieted within me 1 

7 Put thy trust in God : for I will yet give Him 
thanks for the help of his countenance. 

8 My God, my soul is vexed within me : therefore 
will I remember Thee concerning the land of Jordan, 
and the little hill of Hermon. 

9 One deep calleth another, because of the noise of 
the water-pipes : all thy waves and storms have gone 
over me. 

10 The Lord hath granted his loving-kindness in 
the day-time : and in the night-season did I sing of 
Him, and made my prayer unto the God of my life. 

Ill will say unto the God of my strength, *Why 
hast Thou forgotten me : why go I thus heavily, while 
the enemy oppresseth me V 

12 My bones are smitten asunder as with a sword : 
while mine enemies that trouble me cast me in the teeth ; 

13 Namely, while they say daily unto me : * Where 
is now thy God V 

14 Why art thou so vexed, O my soul : and why 
art thou so disquieted within me 'i 

15 put thy trust in God : for I will yet thank 
Him, which is the help of my countenance, and my 
God. 



8. Concerning the land ofJordati] 
Therefore do I call Thee to remem- 
brance from tlie land beyond Jordan 
and the mountain range of Hermon, 
that is, from the country east of 
Jordan, to which David had fled. 
2 Sam. xvii. 22. 

— The mie hill or the hill Mit- 
sar, was probably a spur of Monnt 
Hermon. 

9. Otu deep calleth another] 
"Deep calleth unto deep at the 
noise of thy water-spouts." — Waves 
in successi n arise as if one called 
up the otlier : so the floods of 



my head. 

10. The Lord halh granted^ &c.] 
The Lord will show forth iiis lov- 
ing-kindness in the mornin<f, and 
in th« night his song shall be with 
me, even a prayer unto the God of 
my life. Compare Bib. Ver. 

12. My bones are smVien asunder^ 
&c.] 'i*he taunts and reproaches of 
niy enemies pierce my very soul — 
as a sword cuts tiirough tli« bones. 

— Cast me in the teeth'] Taunt 
and revile me. 

15. Which is the help of my 
countenance] Whose protection axwl 



calamity and affliction, troubles I support ^vstiV^ wv'jK^Rfc ^Na«i^^'««*»- 
lUNHi troubles, burst upon and over \ lion. ot ooiik&dL^ivsA vii^V^l. 
77 



Bat 9. 



PSALBiS XLIIL— XLIV. 



Psalm XLIII. 



FBATBB FOB DIVINE GX7IDANCB. 



GIVE sentence with me, O Grod, and defend my 
cause against the ungodly people : deliver me 
fix)m the deceitful and wicked man. 

2 For Thou art the God of my strength, why hast 
Thou put me from Thee : and why go I so heavily, 
while the enemy oppresseth me 1 

3 send out thy light and thy truth, that they may 
lead me : and hnng me unto thy holy hill, and to 
thy dwelling. 

4 And that I may go unto the altar of Gk>d, even 
unto the God of my joy and gladness : and upon the 
harp will I give thanks unto Thee, God, my God. 

5 Why art thou so heavy, O my soul : and why art 
thou so disquieted within me ? 

6 put tky trust in God : for I will yet give Him 
thanks, which is the help of my countenance, and 
my God. 



Moming.l 



Psalm XLIV. 



[Day 9. 



THE VOICE OF THE CHURCH UNDER PERSECUTION. 

WE have heard with our ears, God, our fathers 
have told us : what Thou hast done in their 
time of old ; 



Ps. XLIII.— This, Uke the pre. 
ceding Psalm, which it closely re- 
sembles, may be recommended to 
he used by persons suffering from 
depression of mind or despondency. 

1. Give sentence with me'] Pro- 
nounce judgment in my favour. 

3. Send oiU iky light and thy 
trutli] Spread abroad the rays of 
spiritual light and knowledge, and 
make manifest the truth of thy 
promises. 

A. XUV, stu'fa the times and 
7S 



drcnmstances of Sennacherib's in- 
vasiqn in the days of Hezeldah, 
B.C. 713. See 2 Kings xviii. 13. 
Vhe Psalmist gratefolly acknow- 
ledges God's wonderful mercies 
vouchsafed to his people in the old 
time, hemoans their present urn; 
happy condition, asserts their fiutn- 
fulness, and appeals to God for 
delivaranoe. , 

1. Wie have heard^ &c.] Thjj^ 
verse, somewhat amplified, is adop!^ 
ed as a ground of couMenoe aiu( 
j^Iea for &uveraiLce in our IfUnji, 
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2 How Thou hast driven out the heathen with thy 
hand, and planted them in : how Thou hast destroyed 
the nations, and cast them out. 

3 For they gat not the land in possession through 
their own sword : neither was it their own arm that 
helped them ; 

4 But thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light 
of thy countenance : because Thou hadst a favour 
unto them. 

5 Thou art my King, God : send help unto Jacob. 

6 Through Thee will we overthrow our enemies : 
and in thy Name will we tread them under, that rise 
up against us. 

7 For I will not trust in my bow : it is not my 
sword that shall help me ; 

8 But it is Thou that savest us from our enemies : 
and puttest them to confusion that hate us. 

9 We make our boast of God all day long : and 
will praise thy Name for ever. 

10 But now Thou art far off, and puttest us to con- 
fusion : and goest not forth with our armies. 

11 Thou makest us to turn our backs upon our 
enemies : so that they which hate us spoil our goods. 

12 Thou lettest us be eaten up like sheep : and hast 
scattered us among the heathen. 

13 Thou sellest thy people for nought : and takest 
no money for them. 



' O God, we have heard with our 
ears,' &c. 

2. How Thou hast driven ouf\ 
For the history of the conquest of 
Canaan, see the Book of Joshua, 
especially x. 9, 10, and xxiv. 12. 

— Flanfed them m] That is, 
planted our forefathera in the land 
of Canaan. 

-— Ahd cast them ouf] Or the 

words may mean didst cause our 

fathers, like the roots and branches 

of the vine, to spread abroad ovor 

the land. See f s. lux. &— 11. 
. 79 



5 XJnto Jacob'] That is, unto the 
people of Israel, the descendants 
of Jacob. 

11. Spoil our goods] Seize our 
property as their spoil or plunder. 

13. Be ed en up like sheep] The 
meaning is. Thou deliverest up as 
sheep which are to be slaughtered 
for food. 

13. Thou sellest thy people for 
nowfhiy &c.] Meaning, Thou treat- 
est them as a thing of no value, 
l^nd for which no pries «aiii<i W^ 
given. 
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PSALM XLIV. 



14 Thou makest us to be rebuked of our neighbours : 
to be laughed to scorn, and had in derision of them that 
are round about us. 

15 Thou makest us to be a by-word among the 
heathen : and that the people shake their heads at us.- 

1 6 My confusion is daily before me : and the shame 
of my face hath covered me ; 

17 For the voice of the slanderer and blasphemer : 
for the enemy and avenger. 

18 And though all this be come upon us, yet do we 
not forget Thee : nor behave ourselves frowardly in 
thy covenant. 

19 Our heart is not turned back : neither our steps 
gone out of thy way ; 

20 No, not when Thou hast smitten us into the 
place of dragons : and covered us with the shadow 
of death. 

21 If we have forgotten the Name of our God, and 
holden up our hands to any strange god : shall not 
God search it out 1 for He knoweth the very secrets of 
the heart. 

22 For thy sake also are we killed all the day long : 
and are counted as sheep appointed to be slain. 

23 Up, Lord, why sleepest Thou : awake, and be not 
absent from us for ever. 



17. For the voice , &c.] It was 
b^ reason of the taunts and re- 
vilings of tlie enemy that the 
Psalmist was put to shame. 

18. Behave ourselves frowardly'] 
Prove foith less to our covenant with 
Thee, and turn aside to other gods. 
Allusion may perhaps be made in 
▼ersea 18 — 21, to the restoration of 
religion, which was brought about 
in Hezekiali's reign, 2 Chron. xxix. 

20. The place of droffons'] That 
JA, the desert; the abode of wild 
bouts and venomous aerpetita. 
80 



21. Holden up our hands'} 
" Stretched out our hands ** in 
prayer to any other god. Jehovah 
is appealed to as knowing the hearts 
of all men, that his people, thongh 
sorely troubled and afflicted, had 
remained const^int to his worship. 
1 John iii. 20. 

22. Killed all (he day long] Jl 
striking description of suffering and 
persecution wtiich St. Paul quotes 
as applicable to tlie Christians of 
his time. Rom. viii. 36. See also 
1 Cor. XV. 31. * I die daily.* 

23. fTAy steepest Tkou\ The 
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24 Wherefore hidest Thou thy face : and forgettest 
oup iniseiy and trouble ? 

25 For our soul is brought low, even unto the dust : 
our belly cleaveth unto the ground. 

26 -Ajise, and help us : and deliver us for thy 
tnerc/s sake. 

Psalm XLV. 

THE ICABBIAOE OF CHBIST WITH HIS SPOUSE THE CHUBCH. 

Proper Psalm for Christmas Day, 

MY heart is inditing of a good matter : I speak of 
the things which I have made unto the King. 

2 My tongue is the pen : of a ready writer. 

3 Thou art fedrer than the children of men : full of 
grace are thy lips, because God hath blessed Thee 
for ever. 

4 Gird Thee with thy sword upon thy thigh, Thou 
most Mighty : according to thy worship and renown. 

5 Good luck have Thou with thine honour : ride on, 
because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteous- 
ness; and thy right hand shall teach Thee terrible 
things. 



holy Psalmist employs the boldest 
language of poet^ in appealing to 
Gk>d to resume his watchful care 
and proteetion of his peod|e. 
Strictly speaking, as we know, He 
that keepeth Israel neither slum- 
bers nor sleeps. Fs. cxxi. 4*. 



Ps. XLV.— In this Psalm the 
poetical language and imagery 
suitable for the description of a 
royal marriage are employed to 
shadow forth the espousals of King 
Messiah with his Bride the Church. 
In various parts of Scripture the 
Church is called the Bride of 
Christ. See Ephes. ▼. 23; Rev. 
idx. 7 ; xxi. 9. 

1. My heart is indiiing, &c.] My 
heart is overflowing with a goodlv 
mMect; I wiU dng the song which 
8] 



I have made concerning the King. 

3. Thou art fairer, &c.l The 
Psalmist addresses Him who was 

* the brightness of his Father's glory 
and the express image of his per- 
son.' Heb. i. 3; Zech. ix. 17. 
See also Luke iv. 23 ; John vii. 46. 

4. Qird Thee with thy sword] 
The Messiah is here and in many 
other places represented as a mighty 
conqueror. See for exam^e B«v. 
vi. 2. His sword is the Word of 
God. Ephes. vi. 17 ; Heb. iv. 12. 

6. Qood luck have Thou] A form 
of blessing which is equivalent to 

* God speed and prosper Thee.* 

— because of the word of truth, 
&c.] In the cause of truth, meek- 
ness, and righteousness. Isa. xi. 4. 

— Thy riaht hand shall teach 
Tkeel B^ ttj m^X. ^\nssq. 'Swai^ 
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6 Thy arrows are very sharp, and the people shall be 
subdued unto Thee : even in the midst among the 
King's enemies. 

7 Thy seat, God, endureth for ever : the sceptre 
of thy Mngdom is a right sceptre. 

8 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity : 
wherefore God, even thy (xod, hath anointed Thee with 
the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 

9 All thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and 
cassia : out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have 
made Thee glad. 

10 Kings' daughters 'were among thy honourable 
women : upon thy right hand did stand the queen in 
a vesture of gold, wrought about with divers colours. 

11 Hearken, daughter, and consider, incline thine 
ear : forget also thine own people, and thy fathei^s 
house. 

12 So shall the King have pleasure in thy beauty : 
for He is thy Lord God, and worship thou Him. 

13 And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with 



6. Thv arrows are very sharp^ 
&c.] " Thine arro^vs are sharp in 
the heart of the King's enemies, 
whereby the people fall nnder 
Thee." Spiritual weapons are here 
signified, and spiritiud conquests 
foretold. 

7. Thy seat, Qoc^ A prophecy 

2 noted by St. Fanl and applied by 
im to our Saviour Christ. Heb. i. 8. 
— A right scentre'] The sceptre 
was the staff or kingly authority ; 
a right scepire is a sceptre of 
justice and righteousness. 

8. Thyfellou)9\ Thy companions, 
thy fellow kings. 1 Kings lii. 1 1 — 
13; Kc?.xix.l6. 

V. AU thy garmenti, &c] The 
King, arrayed in robes fragrant 
with sweet perfumes, is here repre- 
spnted as a bridegroom coming forth 
from a royal palace, the chambers 
of which were inlaid with ivory. 
JExad, XXX, S3, S4i, 
SB 



9. CasMJ The bark of an aro- 
matic tree like cinnamon. It was 
imported from India. 

10. King/ daughters] The 
Queen represented as standing at 
the right nand of the King is bis 
Spouse the Church: the kings* 
daughters, her attendants, signify 
the Gentile cities and countries 
who come to pay homage to the 
King and seek admission into his 
kingdom. 

11. Hearken, daughier, &e.] 
The Bride, — ^that is, the Church, — 
is now addressed, and called upon 
to forget the world which she nas 
left, and give herself to her Lord. 

13. The daughter of Tyre shall 
be there unth a gifl] Tyre seems 
to be specially mentioned among 
the attendant virgins, because Tyre 
was a wealthy, flourishing citv, still 
heathen, though on the Dorders of 
the Hol^ Lasid. Thft presence of 
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a gift : like as the rich, also among the people shall 
msJue their supplication before Thee. 

14 The King's daughter is all glorious within : her 
clothing is of wrought gold. 

15 She shall be brought unto the King in raiment 
of needle-work : the virgins that be her fellows shall 
bear her company, and shall be brought unto Thee. 

16 With joy and gladness shall they be brought : 
and shall enter into the King's palace. 

17 Instead of thy fathers thou shalt have children : 
whom thou mayest make princes in all lands. 

18 I will remember thy Name from one generation 
to another : therefore shall the people give thanks unto 
Thee, world without end. 

Psalm XLVI. 

GOD THE BEFUGE OF HIS PEOPLE. 

OD is our hope and strength ; a very present help 
in trouble. 



G 



the daughter of Tyre is a type of 
the accession of the Gentiles to the 
Church. 

13. Like as the rich, &c.] « Even 
the rich among the people shall in- 
treat thy favour." 

14*. AU gloriout within] The 
Ein^s daughter, arrayed in her 
glorious bridal apparel, is repre- 
sented as awaiting, within her ra- 
ther's palace, the procession to the 
house of the Bridegroom. The 
words, however, may refer to the 
inward beauty and purity of the 
Bride, and so typify the Church, 
which was to be presented to iter 
Lord, — 'a glorious Church, not 
having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing ; but . . . holy and without 
blemish.' Ephes. v. 27. 

15. The tnrffine that be her feU 
loto9\ That is, of royal lineage, or 

Sua! rank with herself. The Gten- 
e cities or communities which 
accept the invitation of the Kins, 
83 



and foUow his Spouse the Church. 

17. Instead of thv fathers thou 
shalt have chilarenj Instead of 
Grentile or Jewish parents and kin- 
dred, a numerous and illustrious 
family of spiritual children in aU 
lands. Kev. i. 6. 

38. Will remember] Will cele- 
brate thy name and make it to be 
remembered unto all generations. 

Fs. XLYl. composed perhaps 
at the time of the deliverance of Je- 
rusalem from Sennacherib's army, 
B.G. 713, is a thankful expression 
of the confidence of the Church in 
the protection of Jehovah, what- 
ever storms may threaten her safety. 
It is an invaluable source of conso- 
lation to Christian families, and to 
individual believers in seasons of 
trial, peril, or persecution. 

1. A very present help] Always 
at hand and read^ to vQ£»(»i».. 
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2 Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be 
moved : and though the hilla be carried into the midst 
of the sea ; 

3 Though the waters thereof rage and swell : and 
though the mountains shake at the tempest of the same. 

4 The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad 
the city of God : the holy place of the tabernacle of 
the most Highest. 

5 God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not 
be removed : God shall help her, and that right early. 

6 The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms 
are moved : but Gkni hath shewed his voice, and the 
earth shall melt away. 

7 The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob 
is our refuge. 

8 come hither, and behold the works of the Lord : 
what destruction He hath brought upon the earth. 

9 He maketh wars to cease in aU the world : He 
breaketh the bow, and knappeth the spear in sunder, 
and bumeth the chariots in the fire. 

10 Be still then, and know that I am God : I will 
be exalted among the heathen, and I wiU be exalted in 
the earth. 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob 
is our refuge. 



4. J^ rivers of the ^od thereof] 
"There is a river, the streams 
whereof shall make ^lad the city 
of God." A striking contrast 
is here introdnced. The city of 
Jemsalem, itself an emblem of the 
Church of God, lying in peace 
and security, is, to the world agi- 
tated by wars and commotions, as 
a gently flowing river to the raging 
and stormy ocean. In Scripture 
a calm refreshing river is a fre- 
quent emblem of God's grace and 
favour, and of the comfort of his 
JloJjr Spirit Ts. xxiii 3, Isa. 
ra/; dj Zech, xir. 8; Rev, lom. 1. 
• ' 84! 



7. The Lord of host* is with «#] 
If the Israelite could appeal with 
confidence to the God of armies, 
with even more assured faith may 
the Christian turn for help and 
salvation to Emmanuel, Ood with 
us. Matt. i. 23 ; Eom. viii. 81. 

8. What destruction^ &c.] He 
mi^es desolation on the earth by 
the overthrow of the enemies oi 
his people. 

9. Me maieth wars to cease ^ &c.] 
That is, bj conquering his enemies 
and reducing them to subjection. 

— Knapoeth'] Breaketh sharp 
Off, snappeUi. 
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JEHOYAH, THE GOD BOTH OF JEWS AlTD GENTILES. 

Proper Pscdmfor Ascension Day, 

OCLAP your liands together, all ye people : ging 
unto Grod with the voice of melody. 

2 For the Lord is high, and to be feared : He is the 
gieat King upon all the earth. 

3 He shall subdue the people under us : and the 
nations under our feet. 

4 He shall choose out an heritage for us : even the 
worship of Jacob, whom He loved. 

5 God is gone up with a merry noise : and the Lord 
with the sound of the trump. 

6 sing praises, sing praises unto our God : O sing 
praises, sing praises unto our King. 

7 For God is the King of all the earth : sing ye 
praises with understanding. 

8 God reigneth over the heathen ; God sitteth upon 
his holy seat 

9 The princes of the people are joined unto the 
people of tiie God of Abraham : for God, which is very 



Fa. XLVII. seems to have been 
written in celebration of some signal 
victory or deliverance, nossibly the 
defeat of the combinea forces of 
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, 
as described in 2 Chron. zx. 22, 
about the year B.C. 896. 

1. The voice of melody] Or, 
** The voice of triumph." 

2. Upon all the earth] BAther, 
as in the Bible, "over all the 
earth." Compare Matt, xzviii. 18. 

8. He ehaU subdue the people 
under ui\ The Jews, misinterpret- 
ing this and similar prophecies, 
expected their Messiah to come as 
an earthly king and conqueror, 
whereas the prophecies really refer 
to his spiritual power and dominion. 
1 Cor. XF. 25, 
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4f, Even the worship of Jacob] 
The honour or "excelfentgr of 
Jacob/' namely, the land of Canaan 
his inheritance, which was 'the 
gloiy of all lands.' 

5. God is gone vp^ &c.] God is 
thus poetically described as return- 
ing to his throne on high after 
having triumphed over the enemies 
of his people ; but the words have 
ever been regarded by the Church 
as applicable to the ascension of 
Christ into Heaven; and on this 
account the Psalm is appointed to 
be read on Holy Thursday. 

9. The princes of the people] 
The meaning seems to be tnat the 
heathen and the Jewish people are 
united under q\u^ ^<i»:t«Q^ ^&2c&.v 
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high exalted, doth defend the earth as it were with 
a shield. 

Psalm XLVIII. 



JBBUSALEM A TYPE OF THE CHRISTIAN OHTJROH. 

Proper PscUm for Whit-Swnday, 

GEEAT is the Lord, and highly to he praised : in 
the city of our God, even upon his holy hilL 

2 The hill of Sion is a fair place, and the joy of the 
whole earth ; upon the north-side lieth the city of the 
great King; God is well known in her palaces as a 
sure refuge. 

3 For lo, the kings of the earth : are gathered, and 
gone by together. 

4 They marvelled to see such things : they were 
astonished, and suddenly cast down. 

5 Fear came there upon them, and sorrow : as upon 
a woman in her travail. 

6 Thou shalt break the ships of the sea : through 
the east- wind. 



« 



9. As it were with a shield] 
The shields of the earth belong 
unto God." The meaning is, either, 
that God Himself is the shield and 
defence of his neople; or, that He 
uses princes ana mlers as the pro- 
tectors of their subjects. See Hosea 
iv. 18, where, for the word 
'rulers,* which occurs in the 
text, the reading in the margin 
is *■ shields/ 

Psalm XLVm.— The language 
which is used in this Psalm to 
describe the external beauty and 
solid strength of the city of Mount 
Sion, bears an obvious spiritual 
application to the true Church of 
Grad which is ' built upon the foun- 
dation of the Apostles and Pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief comer-stone.' Ephes. 
ii. 20. 
3, 4>. i^^ lo, the hififfs of the 
aar^Jj &C.J This paaatige bu pro- 
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bably reference to the same event 
in Jewish history, as that described 
in Ps. xlvii., viz. the wonderful in- 
terposition of Jehovah, in the de- 
struction, without a battle, of the 
confederate armies, which came up 
under their respective kings against 
Jerusalem, in the time of Jehosha- 
phat. 

6. Thou shaU breakM] "Thou 
breakest the ships of Tarshish with 
an east wind." The panic of the 
confederate kings is compared in 
ver. 5 to the alarms of a woman 
in child-birth ; and in ver. 6 to the 
terror of mariners when a ship is 
overtaken by a violent storm. It 
may be well to bear in mind, that 
as '* Tarshish" is supposed to have 
been a port on the coast of Spain, 
near Cadiz, "ships of Tarshish" is 
an expression used to signify large 
and powerful vessels suited for long 
voyages. 

The east toind \ft t\\e mo«t violent 
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7 Like as we liave heard, so liave we seen in the 
city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God : God 
upholdeth the same for ever. 

8 We wait for thy loving-kindness, God : in the 
midst of thy temple. 

9 God, according to thy Name, so is thy praise 
nnto the world's end : thy right hand is full of 
righteousness. 

10 Let the mount Sion rejoice, and the daughter of 
Judah be glad : because of thy judgments. 

1 1 "Walk about Sion, and go round about her : and 
tell the towers thereof 

12 Mark well her bulwarks, set up her houses : 
that ye may tell them that come after. 

13 For this God is our God for ever and ever : He 
shall be our guide unto death. 



o 



Psalm XLIX. 

THE VANITT OF RICHES. 

BDEAE ye this, all ye people : ponder it with 
your ears, all ye that dwell in the world ; 



and tempestaoQswind in the Medi- 
terranean. 

7. lAke 09 we have heard, so have 
we seen\ We have now seen won- 
ders like those in the old time of 
which oar fathers have told us, and 
we are assured thereby of Ood's 
favour and protection to his holy 
city. 

— Ood upholdeth the same^ &c.] 
'*6od win establish it [Jerusalem] 
for ever." 

8. We wait for] Bather, we 
meditate upon tny goodness, &c. 

9. God, according to thy 
Name, 90 U thy praUe] By the 
'Name' of Ood are expressed in 
Scripture his attributes, as power, 
justice, and mercy; and wherever 
throughout the world his Name 
is thus Itnown, there the sacri&ee 

S7 



of praise is offered to Him. 

10. Becau9e of thy judgntewW] 
Thy judgments upon her enemies. 

11. TeU the iov>er9 thereof] 
Count the number of her towers. 

12. Set up her houses] *' Con- 
sider her peaces." The people are 
invited to survey the Holy City in 
her strength and beauty, resting 
in safety under the shield of her 
Heavenly Protector. It will be 
borne in mind that Jerusalem is 
an emblem of the Church of Christ. 

Fs. XLIX.— The lesson of Divine 
wisdom to which the attention of 
the whole world is here so solemnly 
invited is this : — ^The servants of 
Ood have little reason to look with 
envy on the riches and ^tcv«,^t\fc\ 



Day 9. 



PSALM XLIX. 



2 High and low, rich and poor : one with another. 

3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom : and my heart 
shall muse of understanding 

4 I will incline mine ear to the parable : and show 
my dark speech upon the harp. 

5 Wherefore should I fear in the days of wicked- 
ness : and when the wickedness of my heels compasseth 
me round about 1 

6 There be some that put their trast in their goods : 
and boast themselves in &e multitude of their riches. 

7 But no man may deliver his brother : nor make 
agreement unto God for him ; 

8 For it cost more to redeem their souls : so that he 
must let that alone for ever ; 

9 Yea, though he live long : and see not the grave. 

10 For he seeth that wise men also die, and perish 
together : as well as the ignorant and foolish, and leave 
their riches for other. 

11 And yet they think that their houses shall con- 
tinue for ever : and that their dweUing-places shall 
endure from one generation to another; and call the 
lands after their own names. 



oome and carry them off; while the 
righteous have the promise of de- 
liverance from the trombles of this 
world, and have, moreover, the 
hope of a life beyond the grave. 

4. Iioillindine mine ear to tAe 
parable, &c.] I will listen to hear 
the secret meanings of GK)d ; I will 
declare his hidden connsek in a 
psalm to the music of the harp. 

5. In the dayt of wickedness] 
Bather, of evil or adversity. 

— When the wickedness of my 
Jkeels, &C.] When my treacherous 
enemies come round about me to 
oatch me by the heel, that is, to 
trip me up. 

7. But no man, &c.] No one, 
however rich he may be, " can by 
May meana redeem his brother, nor 
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S've to God a ransom for him," 
Att. xvi 26. 

8. For it cost more, &c.] *'For 
the redemption of their soul is pre- 
cious" [costly], so that such an 
attempt must He for ever abandon- 
ed. 1 ret. i. 18, 19. The inference 
is plain, that the Kedeemer of sin^ 
ners must be not human but Divine. 

9. Tea, though he live long, and 
see not the grave"] The sense, ao* 
cording to the BiSie Version, is, no 
man can redeem his brother, so 
" that he should still live for ever 
and not see corruption." 

10. For he seeth] For it is seen 
that wise men also die, as well as 
the foolish, and, therefore, that 
man's wisdom is no security against 
death. 



PSALM XLIX. 



Dat9. 



12 ITeverUielesfi^ man will not abide in honour : 
seeing he may be compared unto the beasts that perish; 
this is the way of them. 

13 This is their foolishness : and their posterity 
praise their saying. 

14 They lie in the heU like sheep, death gnaweth 
upon them, and the righteous shall have domination 
over them in the morning : their beauty shall consume 
in the sepulchre out of their dwelling. 

15 But God hath delivered my soul from the plsice 
of hell : for He shall receive me. 

16 Be not thou afraid, though one be made rich : or 
if the glory of his house be increased ; 

17 For he shall carry nothing away with him when 
he dieth : neither shall his pomp follow him. 

18 For while he lived, he counted himself an happy 
man : and so long as thou doest well unto thyself men 
will speak good of thee. 

19 He shall follow the generation of his fathers : and 
shall never see light 



12. Nefferthelesi^ man will not 
abide, &c.] Yet man, though in a 
ettte of hononr and prosperity, 
abideth not "He is like the 
beasts that perish." 

13. This u their fooUshnetiy &c.] 
"This their way is their foUy, yet 

their posterity approve their say- 
ings.** The sons follow in ^e foot- 
ftras of their &thers. 

14. Thev lie in the hell like 
eheep] They are laid in the grave 
like sheep in a slanghter-house. 

-— Dealh gnawdh upon them] 
" Death shall feed on them.** 

•— Shall have domination over 
them in the morning] Shall get 
the better of them ; snail have the 
advantajse over them as soon as 
the honrs of darkness are over. 
Hereon, probably, we may discern 
H 'ptraole* or *dark speech* 
89 



(ver. 4), prefiguring the superiority 
or triumph of the righteous over 
the vficked — when once the grave 
is passed, and the morning of the 
resurrection has risen. 

14. Out of their dwelUng] That 
is, far away from their own homes^ 

15. 6od,,.the place of helf] 
"Qod will redeem my soul from 
the power of the grave." 

17. ShaU carry nothing, &e.l 
Befer to the parable of the rich 
fool. Luke xii. 16 — 21. 

18. So long at thou doest well 
unto thyself, &c.] The world is 
apt to flatter those who surround 
themselves with the good things of 
this life. 

19. ShaU follow the genera/ion, 
&c] Shall go to the grave, like 
his fathers before him. 



Day 10. 



PSALM L. 



20 Man being in honour hatb. no understanding : 
but is compared unto the beasts that perish. 



Morning.] 



Psalm L. 

FORMAL AND SPIRITnAL WORSHIF. 



[Day 10. 



THE Lord, even the most mighty Gk)d, hath spoken : 
and called the world, from tike rising up of the 
sun, unto the going down thereo£ 

2 Out of Sion hath God appeared : in perfect beauty. 

3 Our Grod shall come, and shall not keep silence : 
there shall go before Him a consuming fire, and a 
mighty tempest shall be stirred up round about Him. 

4 He shall call the heaven ^m above : and the 
earth, that He may judge his people. 

5 ' Gather my saints together unto Me : those that 
have made a covenant with Me with sacrifice.* 

6 And the heaven shall declare his righteousness : 
for God is Judge Himself 

7 ' Hear, my people, and I will speak : I myself 
will testify against thee, Israel ; for I am God, even 
thy God. 

8 * I will not reprove thee because of thy sacrifices^ 



20. Man being in honour^ 8e«.] 
" Man that is in honour, and un- 
derstandeth not, is like the heasts 
that perish." 

Ps. L. — God summons all man- 
kind to hear his jndgment on his 
people Israel, whom He condemns 
for overlooking the spiritual mean- 
ing and real purpose of the law of 
Moses. Ck)mpare Micah vi. The 
jndgment of the Jews is a type of 
the jndgment which awaito the 
whole world at the last day. This 
Psalm would serve to prepare the 
more thoughtful Israektes for the 
cessation oi Levitical sacrifices and 
the introduction of a more spiritual 
lam It 28 ascribed to Asaph, one 
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of David's chief musicians. See 
1 Chron. vi. 39 ; 2 Chron. xxix. 80. 

2. Out of Sion, &c.] « Out of 
Zion, the perfection of oeauly, Ood 
hath shined.** Compare Mioah i. 2. 

Z, Shall not keep tilenee] Shall 
not refrain from announcii^r his 
law. He shall proclaim it with a 
voice of thunder. The allusion is 
to the awful thunderings and light- 
nings which attended the deliveiy 
of the Law on Mount Sinai. See 
Exod. xix. 16; Heb. xii. 18, 19. 

4. He shall call the heaven, &&] 
* 1 (Mill heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day.' Deut.iy.26; 

8. / will not reprove thee, &&] 
1 make no charge against thee on 
< account of sacnfioes or offi»iugi 



PSALM L. 



Day 10. 



or for thy bumt-oflferings : because they were not alway 
before Me. 

9 ' I will take no bullock out of thine house : nor 
he-goat out of thy folds. 

10 'For all the beasts of the forest are mine : and 
so are the cattle upon a thousand hills. 

11 'I know all the fowls upon the mountains : and 
the wild beasts of the field are in my sight. 

12 'K I be hungry, I will not tell thee : for the 
whole world is mine, and all that is therein. 

13 'Thinkest thou that I will eat bulls' flesh : and 
diink the blood of goats ? 

14 * Offer unto^God thanksgiving : and pay thy vows 
unto the most Highest. 

15 'And call upon Me in the time of trouble : so 
will I hear thee, and thou shalt praise Me.* 

16 But unto the ungodly said God : 'Why dost 
thou preach my laws, and takest my covenant in thy 
mouth; 

17 'Whereas thou hatest to be reformed : and hast 
cast my words behind thee ? 

18 ' When thou sawest a thie:^ thou consentedst unto 
hiTn : and hast been partaker with the adulterers. 



which have indeed been regularly 
presented; that ib, which have 
Been always before me. 

9. / will take no Imlloek'] I do 
not require, I will not accept such 
ofliBrings. 

10. UpoH a thousand hills] 
Bather, on the hills where they 
lore in thousands. 

12. Jf I be hungry, &c.] This 
bold language is used for tne par- 
pose of convincing us that God, 
the Almighty Creator of all things, 
ean never stand in need of man's 
ofliBiings, or man's services. 

13. That IwiU eat bull/ JUsh, 
fte.1 The Almighty remonstrates 
with his carnally-minded people for 
imasiiuDfr that He could be grati- 
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lied with the fiesh and blood of 
slain victims. 

14. Offer wnio God thanlcsgiving] 
The only offering acceptable to God 
is that of a grateful heart, — a heart 
devoted to his service. 

16. Why dost thou preach my 
laws'] " Unto the wicked, God 
saith,** How, or with what reason^ . 
canst thou pretend to proclaim my 
law and speak of my covenant? 
See Kom. ii. 17—23. 

17. Whereas thou hatest to be 
reformed] *' Seeing thou hatest 
instruction." 

18. When thou sawest a thief] 
God charges the ungodly with spe- 
cific breaches of hift cotGL\&»sA.-> 
menta— of tVie ww^\j*iNi>ys *ft!^\»T^^ 
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PSALM LL 



19 'Thou hast let thy mouth speak wickedness : and 
with thy tongue thou hast set forth deceit 

20 ' Thou satesty and spakest against thy brother : 
yea, and hast slandered thme own mothei^s son. 

21 'These things hast thou done, and I held my 
tongue, and thou ^oughtest wickedly, that I am even 
such a one as thyseK : but I will reprove thee, and set 
before thee the things that thou hast done. 

22 * consider this, ye that forget Grod : lest I pluck 
you away, and there be none to deliver you, 

23 'Whoso ofifereth Me thanks and praise, he 
honoureth Me : and to him that ordereth his conver- 
sation right will I shew the salvation of God' 



Psalm LL 

David's oonfession and bepentancx. 
Proper Psalm for AshrWednetday, 

HAYE mercy upon me, God, after thy great 
goodness : according to the multitude of thy 
mercies do away mine offences. 

2 Wash me throughly from my wickedness : and 
cleanse me from, my sin. 



of the eighth hy rohbery, and (in 
the two following veneB) of the 
ninth, by jfolsehood and slander. 

21. 1 held my tonffuCf &c.] Not- 
withstanding thy many and grievous 
sins against Me, I refrained Myself, 
and forbore to pnnish. 

— Thoughiti wickedly, &c.] 
Presumed to conclude from my 
forbearance, that 1 was indifferent 
to good or evil conduct, and took 
no account of human actions. Else- 
where we learn (see Rom. ii. 4, 5) 
that the goodness and forbearance 
of Gkkl towards sinners is meant to 
lead them to repentance. 

— Suf. I wiU reprove thee, &c.] 
I will convict thee of thy sins, and 
hiing tbem up as accusing witnesses 

f^j'nst tbee ai the /earful day of 
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reckoning. Well may they that 
'forget God' (ver. 22) be calied 
to consider this solemn warning. 

22. Zest' I pluck you otcu^] 
'* Lest I tear you in pieces.** 

23. Ordereth hit couvertaiion\ 
Directs his conduct, or behaviour. 
The word ' conversation* is nsod in 
the same sense in Phil. i. 27 : *only 
let your conversation be as it be- 
comeththeGospd of Christ' Eefer 
toPs.xxxvii.l4. 

Ps. LI.— The fourth Pesaitential 
Psalm, written by David to exprefls 
and record the deepest penitenee. 
and contrition for his heinous sins 
against God, in the matter of Uriah- 
and Bathsheba. Bead 2 Sam. xi, 
xu. 
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' 3 For I acknowledge my faults : and my sin is evej 
before me. 

4 Against Thee only have I sinned, and done this 
evil in thy sight : that Thou mightest be justified ill 
thy saying, and clear when Thou art judged. 

6 Behold, I was shapen in wickedness : and in sin 
hath my mother conceived me. 

6 But lo, Thou requirest truth in the inward parts : 
and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly. 

7 Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall 
be dean : Thou shalt wash me, and I shaU be whiter 
than snoi^. 

8 Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness : 
that the bonei^ which Thou hast broken may rejoica 

9 Turn thy face from my sins : and put out all my 
misdeeds. 

10 Make me a clean heart, God : and renew 
a right spirit within me. 

11 Cast me not away from thy presence : and take 
not thy holy Spirit from ma 



8. iRw I acknowledge] Verses 
8 and 9 are among tne sentences 
wlected as forming a snitable in- 
trodiotioB to the Morning and 
Evening PraYer of the Church. 

4i. Agtann Thee only] David is 
brought to confess that though he 
liad grieyously offended men, his 
■in consisted most especially in his 
flagrant transgression of the Di- 
vine law. 

— That Thou WMMest he justified 
m thy saying, &c.J So that lliou 
art righteous in thy sentence, and 
dear when Thou art Judged, that is, 
free from the imputation of injus- 
.tice or undue severity. 

6. Behold, I was shapen, ftc.] 
Here is as distinct an acknowledg- 
jnent of the taint or corruption of 
nan's nature as any to be round in 
the New Testament. So Job xiv. 
4^ * Who can brin^ a dean thing 
9S 



out of an unclean P not one.* 

6. Secretly] In the depths of 
the heart. 

7. Hyssop] Hyssop is probably 
the caper plant, which was dipped 
in blood, and used to sprinkle an 
unclean person. Lev. xiv. 6, 7; 
Heb. in. 19. The meaning, then, 
is. Thou shalt purify my polluted 
soul by thy Holy Spirit, as the 
Jewish priest cleansed a leper by 
dipping a bunch of hyssop in blood 
and sprinkling it over him. 

— Whiter than snow] * Though 
Tonr sins be ad scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow.' Isa. i. 18. 

10. Make me a clean heart, &c.] 
£zek. xxxvi. 26; Ephes. iv. 24*. 
See Collects for Christmas-day, the 
feast of Purification, Ash- Wednes- 
day, and 1st Collect in the Com> 
munion Service. 

11. Take not tHa| TvoVji^^as.?^'^^^ 
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PSALM LI. 



12 O giye me the comfort of thy help again : and* 
stablish me with thy free Spirit. 

13 Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked : 
and sinners shall be converted unto Thee. 

14 Deliver me horn blood-guiltiness, Grod, Thou 
that art the God of my health : and my tongue shall 
sing of thy righteousness. 

15 Thou shalt open my lips, Lord : and my mouth 
shall shew thy praise. 

16 For Thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I give 
it Thee : but Thou delightest not in burnt-offerings. 

17 The sacrifice of Grod is a troubled spirit : a broken 
and contrite heart, O God, shalt Thou not despise. 

18 be favourable and gracious unto Sion : build 
Thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

19 Then shalt Thou be pleased with the sacrifice of 
righteousness, with the burnt-offerings and oblations : 
then shall they offer young bullocks upon thine altar. 



of the most beaatiful of our shorter 
prayers (or suffrages) are taken 
from this and the preceding 
verse: — 

* God, make dean our hearts 
within us. 

*■ And take not thy Holy Spirit 
from us.* 

14. Deliver me from hhod-guUtu 
nets] The sin of murder, of which 
he made himself guilty by ordering 
Uriah * to be set in the forefront 
of the hottest battle/ that he might 
be * smitten and die.' 2 Sam.xi. 15. 

— I%ou that art the Qod of my 
health'] "Thou God of my sal- 
vation." 

15. Thou shalt open my Up*, &c.] 
Tliis verse famishes the two short 
ptitions at the beginning of Morn- 
ing Prayer : — 

* O Lord, open Thou our lips,' &c. 

16. For Thou denrett no sacri- 
Jict] 'And Samuel said. Hath 



the Lord as great delight in burnt- 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obey- 
ing the voice of the Lord P Behold, 
to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken than the fat of rams.* 
1 Sam. XV. 22. 

18. he favourable] From 
heart-felt and humble prayer for 
pardon David turns to impl(H« 
God's blessing upon the city and 
people of Jerusalem. He foretells 
the restoration of true and accept- 
able sacrifices ; offered in faith, and 
with a thankful spirit; sacrifices, 
therefore, altogether unlike the 
mere formal and heartless ones 
which are condemned in this and 
the preceding Psalm. The words 
may probably contain a prophetic 
allusion to the perfect and accept- 
able sacrifice of Christ. Eeferto 
Ps. xl. 8—10. 

19. Toung hullocks] The finest 
and choicest animals for sacrifice. 
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Psalm LII. 

IFHE SLANDERER REQUITED. 

WHY boastest thou thyself thou tyrant : that 
thou canst do mischief; 

2 Whereas the goodness of God : endureth yet daily? 

3 Thy tongue imagineth wickedness : and with lies 
thou cuttest like a sharp razor. 

4 Thou hast loved unrighteousness more than good- 
ness : and to talk of lies more than righteousness. 

5 Thou hast loved to speak all words that may do 
hurt : thou false tongue. 

6 Therefore shall God destroy thee for ever : He 
shall take thee, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling, 
and root thee out of the land of the living. 

7 ^e righteous also shall see this, and fear : and 
shall laugh him to scorn ; 

8 ' Lo, this is the man that took not God for his 
strength : but trusted unto the multitude of his riches, 
and strengthened himself in his wickedness.' 

9 As for me, I am like a green olive-tree in the 
house of God : my trust is in the tender mercy of 
God for ever and ever. 

10 I will always give thanks unto Thee for that 
Thou hast done : and I will hope in thy Name, for 
thy saints like it well. 



Fs. LII. is entitled in the Bible 
Version, ** A. Psalm of David when 
]Doc» the Edomite came and told 
Saul, and said unto him, David is 
come to the house of Ahimelech.*' 
It aeems to have been suggested by 
the treacherous slaughter of the 
fmests at Nob by Doeg, the chief 
of the herdsmen, at Saul's com- 
mand. Read I Sam. xxii. 

1. Cansi do nusckUf] This verse 
it transUted in the BiUe, '*WhT 
boastest thou thyself in mischief 
mighty man P ^ 
P5 



2. Whereas the gooftnes$ of God, 
ftc.] The providential care and 

Erotection of Ood, continued to 
is servants day after day, are con- 
trasted with the maUce and violence 
of wicked men. 

8. Thy tongue imoffineth wicked- 
ness] ** Thy tongue deviseth mis- 
chiefs." 

9. A green olive-tree] An Ever- 
green flourishing and fruitful, and 
so an emblem of a man who is 
blessed and favoured by Ood. 

10. iiid I Witt lu)pe uv VK>| 
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Svenrng.] 



Psalm LIII. 



[Day 10. 



THE MOBAL DEFBAYITT OF TJITBELIEyEBS. 



THE foolish body hath s^d in his heart : Theie is 
no God. 

2 Corrupt are they, and become abominable in their 
wickedness : there is none that doeth good. 

3 God looked down from heaven upon the children 
of men ; to see if there were any that would under- 
stand, and seek after Grod. 

4 But they are all gone out of the way, they are 
altogether become abominable : there is also none that 
doeth good, no not one. 

5 Are not they without understanding that work 
wickedness : eating up my people as if they would eat 
bread 1 they have not called upon God. 

6 They were afraid where no fear was : for Gk)d 
hath broken the bones of him that besieged thee ; 
thou hast put them to confusion, because Gt)d hath 
despised them. 

7 Oh, that the salvation were given unto Israel out 
of Sion : Oh, that the Lord would deliver his people 
out of captivity ! 

8 Then should Jacob rejoice : and Israel should l>e 
right glad. 



Namet &c.] ** And I will wait on 
th^ Name, for it is good before thy 
saints." 

Ps. Lm. is, with a few varia- 
tions, a repetition of Ps. XIV. to 
which refer for the notes. 

1. The foolish body] The wicked 
man, who is withoat understanding. 

2. Corrupt are they] This and 
the two following verses are quoted 
by St. Paul, Rom. iii. 10—13, to 
Btrengthen his argamtni that both 

Jievr and Qentile are alike con- 
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demned by the Law. 

6. Without understanding'] 'My 
people is foolish, they have not 
known me; they are sottish chil- 
dren, and they have none under- 
standing ; they are wise to do evil, 
but to do good they have no know- 
ledge.' Jer. iv. 22. 

6. Ood hath broken the bonet, 
&c.] "Gk)d hath scattered the 
bones of him that eneampeth. 
against thee." The meaning is, 
God has cast down and destroyed 
thine enemies. 
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Psalm LIV. 

GOD THB HELPER OF THE OPPRESSED. 

Proper PscUm for Good Friday, 

SAVE me, O jGod, for thy Name's sake : and avenge 
me in thy strength. 

2 Jlear my prayer> Grod : and hearken unto the 
words of my mouth. 

3 For strangers are risen up against me : and tyrants, 
which have not Grod before their eyes, seek after my souL 

4 Behold, Gk)d is my helper : the Lord is with 
them that uphold my soul. 

5 He shall reyrard evil unto mine eQemieQ. : destroy 
Thou them in thy truth. 

: 6 An offering of a free heart wiH I give Thee, and 
praise thy JSTeune, Xx)rd : because it is so cos^ortable. 
7 For He hatti delivered me out of all my trouble : 
and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine CAemies. 



H 



Psalm LV. 



THE TREACHEROUS FRIEKn. 



EAR my prayer, God : and hide not thyself 
from my petition. 



P*. LIV.— A Psalm of David on 
oceaaion of the Ziphites betraying 
his place d conoealment to Sam. 
1 Sam. xxiii. 14—29. 

1. J»engt nu] Take np my 
cause. 

3. Seek after my soul] Aim at 
taking away my life. 

6. In thy truth'] Agreeably to the 
promises made onto thy servants. 

6. Because it is so comfortaMe] 
Or, " For it is good." To remember 
the Name of the Lord, who had 
wrought snch great deliverances 
for his fiithers, must have been the 
great consolation of the pions Is- 
raelite when Bufferittg trouble or 
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gTsecution. To Christians the 
oly Spirit has been revealed and 
sent, nnder the name of 'Com- 
forter.* 

T. His desire] J/« desire. David's 
wish to see the overthrow of his 
enemies, Wjas, because they were 
enemies of GK>d^ and rebels against 
his holy laws. 

Ps. LV. was written, doubtless, 
on some occasion of great distress 
and danger, but whether during the 
persecution of Saul, or the con- 
spiracy of Absalom and Ahitho-^ 
phel, IS uncertain. 
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2 Take heed unto me, and hear me : how I mourn 
in my prayer, and am vexed. 

3 The enemy crieth so, and the ungodly cometh on 
80 faat : for they are minded to do me some mischief ; 
so maliciously are they set against me. 

4 My heart is disquieted within me : and the fear of 
death is fallen upon me. 

5 Fearfolness and trembling are come upon me : and 
an horrible dread hath overwhelmed me. 

6 And I said, ' O that I had wings like a dove : for 
then would I flee away, and be at rest 

7 * Lo, then would I get me away fer off : and remain 
in the wndemess. 

8 'I would make haste to escape : because of the 
stormy wind and tempest' 

9 Destroy their tongues, Lord, and divide them : 
for I have spied imrighteousness and strife in the city. 

10 Day and night they go about within the walls 
thereof : mischief also and sorrow are in the midst 
of it 

11 Wickedness is therein : deceit and guile go not 
out of their streets. 

12 For it is not an open enemy, that hath done me 
this dishonour : for then I could have borne it 



2. Hov I mourn in my prayer^ 
and am vexed] Another tnuula* 
tion renders tbte yerBe, * I give free 
course to my sorrow, and cry alond.' 

8. The enemy crieth so, &c.] 
** Because of the yoice of the enemy; 
because of the oppression of the 
wicked; for they cast iniquity (that 
is, abuse and slander) upon me, and 
in wrath they hate {i.e. persecute) 
me." 

S. Because of the stormy wind, 
&c.] Bather, perhaps, From the 
stormy wind and tempest ; that is, 
from the fury and violence of my 
enemies. 

9. Destroy their tongues, Lord, 
and divide them] That is, Divide 



and distract their counsds, as at 
the building of BabeL <0 Lord, 

1 pray Thee, turn the counsd 
of Ahithophel into fooUshnesa.' 

2 Sam. XV. 32. 

10. They go abouf] To picture 
in the most forcible way the utter 
disorder and miserable divisions of 
Jerusalem, unrighteousness and 
strife are, by a strong figure, repre- 
sented- as sentineb going their 
rounds upon the walls of the 
city, while * mischief and sorrow.' 
treachery and wickedness, do their 
work within. 

12—15. For it is not an cpe» 
enemy, &c.] The description soita 
the many aggravating drcomataneeB 
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13 [Neither was it mine adversary, that did magnify 
himself against me : for then pemdventure I would 
have hid myself £rom him. 

14 But it was even thou, my companion : my guide, 
and mine own familiar friend. 

15 We took sweet counsel together : and walked in 
the house of God as friends. 

16 Let death come hastily upon them, and let them 
go down quick into hell : for wickedness is in their 
dwellings, and among them. 

17 As for me, I will call upon God : and the Lord 
shall save me. 

18 Li the evening, and morning, and at noon-day 
will I pray, and that instantly : and He shall hear 
my voice. 

19 It is He that hath delivered my soul in peace 
from the battle that was against me : for there were 
many with me. 

20 Yea, even God, that endureth for ever, shall hear 
me, and bring them down : for they will not turn, nor 
fear God. 

21 He laid his hands upon such as be at peace with 
him : and he brake his covenant. 

22 The words of his mouth were softer than butter, 
having war iu his heart : his words were smoother than 
oil, and yet be they very swords. 

23 cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall 



of Ahithophel's treason against 
Dsvid, and that of Jndas against 
his Dime Master. 

18. Peradveniure] Perhaps. 

16. Let them go down quick into 
id/] Let them be swallowed np 
alive in the grave, like Korah, 
Bathan, and Abiram. Num. xvi. 
23— ^; Ps. eri. 17. The reader 
BIST be reminded of the sudden 
and awftil end of Ahithophel, who 
eonapired against David (2 Sam. 
xvii. 28), and of Judas, who be- 
tra/ed Christ (Matt, xxvii. 5). 
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18. Itistanily] Earnestly, strong- 
Iv urging my petitions. Liuce vii. 4; 
Aom. xii. 12. 

19. There were many with me"] 
That is, many contending with me, 
many adversaries. 

30. Will not tuml Will not 
alter their course, and turn from 
their evil ways. 

21. He] David's treacherous 
friend, lliis and the next verse 
seem very exactly to apply to the 
conduct of Judas Jscariot. 

28. east thy burden upon the 
h2 
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nouriah Thee : and shall not suffer the righteous to faR 
for ever. 

24 And as far them : Thou, O Grod, shalt bring 
them into the pit of destruction. 

25 The l)lood-thirsty and deceitful men shall not 
live out half their days ; nevertheless, my trust shall 
be in Thee, Iiord. 



Morning.] PsALM LVL [I>ay 11. 

TRUST IN GOD WHILB SURROUNDED BT EKEltlES. 

BE merciful unto me, God, for man goeth 
about to devour n^e : he is daily fighting, and 
troubling me. 

2 Mine enemies are daily in hand to swallow me up : 
for they be many that fight against me, Thou most 
Highest. 

3 Nevertheless, though I am sometime afraid : yet 
put I my trust in Thee. 

4 I will praise God, because of his word : I have 
put my trust in God, and will not fear what flesh can 
do unto me. 



Lord, &c.] The pious condosioii 
of the Psalmist is this, that what- 
ever dangers or troubles beset ns, 
we should put our tmst in God for 
safety and ^deliverance. 

23, Shall nourish thee, ftc.J 
" Shall sustain thee : He shall never 
suiFer the righteous to be moved.** 

24}. And as for them] That is, 
my malicious enemies, who are also 
the enemies of God. 

2B. Nevertheless f my trusf] "But 
I will trust in Theer 

Fs. LVI. is ascribed in jthe Bible 

to ^' David, when the Philistines 

took him in Gath.** See I §am. 

xji. 10 — 15, The Psalmist oom- 

piaiMs of the tieacberouM attempts 
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of his enemies to destroy him; 
appeals to God, who knows hia 
distress ; expresses his full trust in 
Him ; and, finally, praises God for 
having delivered hun from danger 
and death. 

2. Are daily in handy ko,'] Are 
ever eager to destroy me, 

3. Nevertheless, though I am 
sometime a/raid] *Whea I am 
afraid,* that is, in the day of danger, 
* then trust I in Thee.* 

4. What flesh can do unto me] 
The same expression occurs »gaiiL 
at ver. 11. The meaning is, Re- 
posing the fullest trust in the pro* 
taction of God, I will not fioAr tbt 
utWQalt j^wer of man. 



PSALM LVII. 



Day 11. 



5 Th^y daily mistake my words : all that they 
imagine is to do me evil. 

6 They hold all together, and keep themselves close : 
and mark my steps, when they lay wait for my souL 

7 Shall they escape for their wickedness : Thou, 
O God,.in thy displeasure shalt cast them down- 

8 Thou tellest my flittings ; put my tears into thy 
bottle : are not these things noted in thy book 1 

9 When^ever I call upon Thee, then shall mine 
enemies be put to flight : this I know, for God is 
on my side. 

10 In God's word will I rejoice : in the Lord's word 
will I comfort me. 

11 Yea, in God have I put my trust : I will not be 
afindd what man can do unto me. 

12 Unto Thee, God, will I pay my vows : unto 
Thee will I give thanks. 

13 For Thou hast delivered my soul from death, and 
my feet from falling : that I may walk before God in 
th^ light of the living. 



B 



Psalm LVIL 

VOR DELIVEBANCB FBOM PBBSECfUTION. 

Proper Psalm for Easter Bay, 

E merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me, 
for my soul trusteth in Thee : and under the 



6. They daily mistake my words] 
**ETery day they wrest {i.e. pervert) 
my words.*' 

6. Keep thems^es close] Con- 
ceal themselves and their move- 
ments. 

— Lay wait for my souF] Lay 
snares for my life. 

7. Shall they escape^ &c.] Shall 
their iniquity go unpunished P or, 
perhaps, it means, They trust to 
their wickedness — ^that is, their 
crafty and secret devices — ^for de- 
Hveranoe and impunity. 

8. 'lho% tellest myJliUinasl Then 

lOi 



nnmherest my wanderings firom 
place to place. 

8. Pi4 my tecers into thy bottle^ 
&c.] Let my tears be regarded as 
the precious liquors which are care- 
fully preserved in flasks : in other 
words, let my sorrows and afflio> 
tions be ever had in remembrance 
before Thee, O Lord. * Are they 
not,' he asks, using another fifnire, 
noted in thy book.^* that is, reckon- 
ed up, and recorded. 

Ps. LVIL was written by David 

on OCQMEVOli Ol\a% ^»QK^\xSt&^!:W^ 
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shadow of thy- wings shall be my refuge, until this 

tyranny be over-past 

: 2 I will call unto the most high God J even nnto 

the Gk)d that shall perform the cause which I have in 

hand. 

3 He shall send from, heaven : and save me from 
the reproof of him that would eat me up. 

4 God shall send forth his mercy and truth : my 
soul is among lions. 

5 And I lie even among the children of men, that 
are set on fire : whose teeth are spears and arrows, and 
their tongue a sharp sword. 

6 Set up thyself, God, above the heavens : and 
^y glory above all the earth. 

7 They have laid a net for my feet, and pressed down 
my soul : they have digged a pit before me, and are 
fallen into the midst of it themselves. 

8 My heart is fixed, God, my heart is fixed : I 
will sing, and give praise. 

9 Awake up, my glory ; awake, lute and harp : I 
myself will awake right early. 

10 I will give thfimks unto Thee, Lord, among the 
people : aQd I will sing unto Thee among the nations. 



in the caye of £n-gedi. 1 Sam. 
xxiv. 3. The latter part contains 
an expression of steadfast trust in 
God, with an ascription of grateful 
praise to Him for his mercy and 
truth. 

1. J%is tyranny] This persecu- 
tion and oppression. 

2. That ihall perform,&C'] Who 
accomplisheth my purpose and 
bringeth all things to a good end 
for me. 

3. He ihall send, &c] This 
verse is more clearly rendered, — 
He shall send from Heayen and 
save me, putting shame and re- 
proach upon my persecutor. 

A My soul is amoHff lions'] I am 
foirounaed b/ powerful ana cruel 
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enemies, from whom my life is in 
periL Ps. xxii. 21 ; 1 Cor. x?. 82. 
This clause is more properly made 
part of the next verse in the Bible 
Version. 

5. Set onfre] Enemies breath- 
ing flame ; and so cruel and foo- 
cious that their teeth are compured 
to spears and arrows; and their 
tongue to a sharp sword, .ftov. 
XXX. 14; Actsix. 1. See also espe- 
cially James iiL 6. 

7. And pressed down my sovf] 
<* My soul IS bowed down.'* 

8. Myheartisfixed,kfi.] Stead- 
fast and immovable in its conft- 
deuce of divine support. 

9— 12.j The dehverance of David 
from the uand of Saul, is regarded 
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11 For the greatness of thy mercy reacheth unto the 
heavens : and thy truth unto the clouds. 

12 Set up thyself God, above the heavens : and 
thy glory above all tiie earth. 



Psalm LVIII. 

DBNUKOIATION OF TJNJUST BULEBS AKD JTTDGES. 

ARE your minds set upon righteousness, ye con- 
gr^ation : and do ye judge the thing that is right, 
O ye sons of men 1 

2 Yea, ye imagine mischief in your heart upon the 
earth : and your hands deal with wickedness. 

3 The ungodly are froward, even from their mother's 
womb : as soon as they are bom, they go astray, and 
speak Uea 

4 They are as venomous as the poison of a serpent : 
even L'ke the deaf adder that stoppeth her ears ; 

5 Which refuseth to hear the voice of the charmer J 
charm he never so wisely. 



by ^c Church as a type of the 
resnrreetioii of Jesus Christ from 
the era ve ; and, therefore, this Song 
of rraise is appointed to be sung 
on Easter Day. 

Fs. LVIII. refers probably to 
the period of the persecution of 
Bam by Saul. It is, at all events, 
the stern remonstruice of some 
xinured person against the malice 
01 corrupt judges, and a prayer for 
thdr OTerthrow; at which good 
men will rejoice, from seeing in it 
another proof of the truth and 
righteousness of the God of all the 
earth. 

1. Are your mindsy &c.] " Do ye 
indeed speak righteousness;" that 
is, pronounce righteous judgment P 

— ytf conffreaafion] i e coun- 
lOS 



dl, or assembly of judges. 

8. Frotoarct] Irom-ward; that 
IS, averse from, or perverse. Fro- 
ward is the opposite of toward. It 
occurs five times in the Psalms :-~- 
xviii. 26 ; xliv. 18 ; Ixiv. 2 ; ci. 6. 
The Bib. Ver. is « estranged." See 
Ephes. iv. 18 ; Col. i. 21. 

4. Like the deaf adder, hcl As 
insensible to reason and truth as 
certain venomous serpents to the 
voice and music of the most skilful 
charmer. The serpent-charmer is, 
up to the present time, a character 
well known in the East. His art 
is to soothe and fascinate the ser- 
pent by means of musical sounds ; 
and any serpent which should be 
insensible to this charm would be 
regarded as peculiarly malignant. 
See Jer. viii. Yi \ "E»wiV».'v.\\% 
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6 Break their teeth, Gk)d, in their mouths ; smite 
the jaw-bones of the lions^ O Lord : let them fall away 
like water that runneth apace ; and when they shoot 
their arrows let them be rooted out. 

7 Let them consume away like a snail, and be like 
the untimely fruit of a woman : and let them not see 
the sun. 

8 Or ever your pots be made hot with thorns : so 
let indignation vex nim, even as a thing that is raw. 

9 The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the ven- 
geance : he shall wash his footsteps in the blood of the 
ungodly. 

10 So that a man shall say, ' Yenly there is a reward 
for the righteous : doubtless there is a God that judg* 
eth the earth.' 



6. Smite the Jaw-bones of the 
Uous] To break the jaws of the 
Hon u to destroy his power of mis- 
chief : and Dayid under this image 
prays God to beat down the power 
of his oppressors. See Fs. iii. 7- 

— And when they shoot their 
mrrowsiko.'] Let them (the arrows) 
be as thongh they were pointless. 

7. Like a snaU, &c.] Aa the snail, . 
which leaves its slime, a part of 
itself, in its course, and so wastes 
away as it goes. 

— Let them not see the sttn"] 
The meaning is, Let them be as an 
abortion, which passes away with- 
out seeing the light. 

8. Or ever vour pots be made hot 
with thomSy &c.] Or ever is the 
■ame as ere ever, i. e. before. The 
meaning is probably, — fiefore your 
kettles are heated by the thorns 
blazing beneath, or the flesh within 
them has becomesodden (thatis, sud- 
denl;^, and in an instants the Lord 
in his fierce anger shall sweep off 
the wicked, before they have time 
to accomplish their designs. It 



may be well to give also the fol- 
lowing well supported tranaUtion 
of this difficult verse : — ^Before your 
pots feel the fire, may a tempest 
scatter the thorns — the green and 
the dry (or the flesh, both raw and 
sodden). 

9. The righteous shall re^otce"] 
The servant of Gk)d will see with 
satisfaction the triumph of God 
over his enemies. 

— His footsteps'] Rather, as in 
Bib. Yer., " his feet." He shall be 
as the conqueror who, after a vic- 
tory, marches in triumph over the 
battle-field, which is drenched with 
the blood of the vanquished. 

10. So that a man shall say, te.1 
The reward of the righteous, ana 
the punishment of the wicked, are 
the modes by which God displays 
His just government of the work!. 
Such recompense was awarded in 
this life under the Jewish law ; but 
under the Christian dispensation it 
is reserved for a future state. See 
2 Cor. V. 10. 
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FOR DBUYEBANOE FROM TRBAOHEROUS ENBHIBS. 

DELTVEE me from mine enemies, God : defend 
me from them that rise up against me. 

2 deliver me from the wicked doers : and save 
me from the blood-thirsty men. 

3 For lo, they lie waiting for my soul : the mighty 
men are gathered against me, witiiout any offence or 
feult of me, O Lord. 

4 They run and prepare themselves without my 
feult : arise Thou therefore to help me, and behold. 

5 Stand up, Lord God of hosts. Thou God of 
Israel, to visit aU the heathen : and be not merciful 
unto them that offend of malicious wickedness. 

6 They go to and fro in the evening : they grin like 
a dog, and run about through the city, 

7 Behold, they speak with their mouth, and swords 
are in their lips : for who doth hear ? 

8 But Thou, Lord, shalt have them in derision : 
and Thou shalt laugh all the heathen to scorn. 

. 9 My strength will I ascribe unto Thee : for Thou 
art the God of my refuge. 

10 God sheweth me his goodness plenteously : and 
God shall let me see my desire upon mine enemies. 



Ps. LIX. — A prayer of Pavid 
wh^n Sanl sent officers to watch 
his house and slay bim. From 
this daogeroos situation he was 
delivered by the contrivance of his 
wife Michal. 1 Sam. xix. 11. In 
the Psalm he invokes the jud^ent 
of God against the enemies who 
were thirsting for his blood, and 
expresses his own fiall confidence 
in God's mercy. 

i. Thejf run and prepare ihem^ 
ielvet, &c] They make themselves 
ready to attack me, without any 
offence or provocation on my part. 

— And behold] Look upon my 
danger and distress. 
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5. To vuU ail the heathen] To 
judge and punish the nations. 

6. They go to and fro in the evetu- 
inffj &a] The enemies of Pavid 
hunted him like hounds. They re- 
turn in the evening disappointed of 
their prey, and run howling through 
the city, like wild dogs who have 
sought in vain all day for food. 

7. Behold, they ipeak with their 
motUhf &c.] Behold, they pour 
forth evil with their mouths ; swords 
are within their lips ; for (they say) 
* who hearcth P * Prov. xv. 28. 

9. My stretch 1 wiU ascribe, 
4c.] Or better, — ray strength, 
upon Thee ^inU. I "w^aX^ 
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11 Slay them not, lest my people forget it : but 
scatter them abroad among the people, and put them 
down, Lord, our defence. 

12 For the sin of their mouth, and for the words of 
their lips, they shall be taken in their pride : and why 1 
their preaching is of cursing and lies. 

13 Consume them in thy wrath, consume them, that 
they may perish : and know that it is God that ruleth 
in Jacol^ and unto the ends of the world. 

14 And in the evening they will return : grin like 
a dog, and will go about the city. 

15 They will run here and there, for meat : and 
grudge if the^ be not satisfied. 

16 Ail for me, I will sing of thy power, and will 
praise thy mercy betimes in the morning : for Thou hast 
been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble. 

17 Unto Thee, my strength, will I sing : for Thou, 
God, art my refuge, and my merciful Grod. 

Psalm LX. 

David's triumph oyeb his enemies. 

OGOB, Thou hast cast us out, and scattered us 
abroad : Thou hast also been displeased ; turn 
Thee unto us again. 



11. Slay them noiy lest, &c.] 
Destroy them not ntterly, lest the 
wholesome lesson be soon forgotten, 
but condemn them to wander abont 
the world, living examples to all 
people of th^ righteous judgment 
upon the wicked and rebellious. 
How singularly applicable is this 
Terse to the fate of the Jewish 
people, who for nearly 2,000 years 
have been scattered over the face of 
the whole earth ! 

13. And why ? their preaching, 
&C.1 Even because of the curses 
ana falsehood which they utter. 

13. And know] And that men 
may know. 
14. (?ri» /iJte a dcff] MoreprO' 
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Serly, snarl and growl as a dog 
oes for hunger. 

14, 16.] David in these verseB 
has again recourse to the same 
image which he used before (v. 6), 
of nnngry dogs disappointed of 
their prey, to describe the blood- 
thirsly men who sought after his Ufa. 
16. Grudge."] Growl out their 
discontent. 

, Ps. LX. describes, in chameter- 
istic language, and by sundi^ ap- 
propriate images, the submission of 
the tribes of Israel to king David« 
and the subjection of the neigh- 
bouring heathen. 2 Sam. v. — ^viiii 
Compare Ps. cviii. 
1. Qod^ Thou hast eoHvtouf] 
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2 Thou hast moved the land, and divided it : heal 
the sores thereof for it shaketh. 

3 Thou hast shewed thy people heavy things : Thou 
hast given us a drink of deadly wine. 

4 Thou hast given a token for such as fear Thee : 
that they may triumph because of the truth. 

5 Therefore were thy beloved delivered : help me 
with thy right hand^ and hear me. 

6 Grod hath spoken in his holiness, I will rejoice, 
and divide Sichem : and mete out the valley of Succoth. 

7 Gilead is mine, and Manasses is mine : Ephraim 
also is the strength of my head ; Judah is my law-giver; 

8 Moab is my wash-pot ; over Edom will I cast out 
my shoe : Philistia^ be thou glad of me. 



In Yenea 1 — 3 reference is made 
to the past calamities and disasters 
of the people. Befer to 1 Sam. xxxi. 
2. Thau hast moved the land, 
&cj Compare Isa. i. 5r-7. 

5. A drink of deadly ioine'] * The 
cap of trembling.' Isa. li. 22. 
Thoa hast stunned, and as it were 
intoxicated, the nation by thy heavy 
judgments. 

4. Thou hast given a token, &c.] 
Thou hast given a banner or ensign 
to them that fear Thee; the ensign 
of David to which they might rally. 
See Isa. xi. 10. 

— Because of the truth"] Ac- 
eordii^ to thy true promise. 

6. Therefore were thy beloved 
delivered] Bather, That thy be- 
loved people may be delivered. 

6. Ood ^ath spoken in his hoH- 
ness] Hath spoken as the Holy 
One ; hath sworn bj Himself. Ps. 
Ixxxix. 34 ; Heb. vi. IS. 

— / unll rtyoiee]^ on account of 
God*s solemn promise and decree, 
and in dependence upon them, I 
will proceed to apportion out the 
land which He has given as an in- 
heritance to his people. See Gen. 
zlix.; Dent, xxxiii. 

-« Mde ouf\ Meainre out into 
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portions. 

6. 7> Sichem, &c.] Sichem (or 
Shechem) and Manasseh, may be 
taken to represent the western side 
of Canaan, Succoth and Gilead the 
eastern. Gen. xxx. 17, 18. 

7. Gilead is mine'] Gilead com* 
prised the territory assigned to the 
tribes of Beuben and Gad. 

— JfJphraim also is the strength 
of my head] Ephraim, a powerful 
and warlike tribe to the north of 
Jerusalem, is the fortress which 
guards and protects me. 

— Judah is my law-gtver] Judah 
contained the capitu which was 
the seat of government and law. 
See Gen. xlix. 10. 

8. Moab is my wash^f] Moab, 
a country to the east of the Jordan, 
was reduced to the most ignomini- 
ous bondage, and employed for the 
basest uses. See 2 Sam. viii. 2. 

•— Over Edom will I cast out 
my shoe"] As to a slave of low 
degree, whose office it is to clean 
and carry the shoes of his master. 
Befer to Matt. iii. 11. Edom, or 
Idumsea (called also Mount Seir), 
was situated to the south-east of 
the Holy Land. 

— r kUuUa, be ihow qUA oS im\^ 
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9 Who will lead me into the strong city : who will 
bring me into Edom ? 

10 Hast not Thou cast us out, Grod : wilt not 
Thou, God, go out with our hosts ] 

11 be Thou our help in trouble : for vain is 
the help of man. 

12 Through God wiU we do great acts : for it is He 
that shall tread down our enemies. 



Psalm LXL 



PRATEB OF DAVID IN BXILB. 



HEAE my crying, God : give ear unto my prayer. 
2 From the ends of the earth will I call upon 
Thee : when my heart is in heaviness ; 

3 set me up upon the rock that is higher than I : 
for Thou hast been my hope, and a strong tower for 
me against the enemy. 

« 4 I will dwell in thy tabernacle for ever : and my 
trust shall be under the covering of thy wings. 

5 For Thou, Lord, hast heard my desires : and 
hast given an heritage unto those that fear thy ITame. 



Tliat is, hail me with acclamations 
AS a conqueror. 

9. The strong diy] Fetra, the 
capital of Edom or Idnmeea, a city 
wnich was actually built in the rod^ 
luid deemed i mpregnable. It is re- 
ferred to in Obad. 3. 

10. Hast not Tikou, &c.1 The 
Bible Version gives a more distinct 
meanin^r, and to the question, ** Who 
will bring me into the strons cityP" 
answers by auother, " Wilt not 
Thou, God, which hadst cast us 
oifP and Thou, O God, which 
didst not go out with our armies P " 



Ps. LXL was composed hj David 

during his exile from Judaea in con- 

segnence of Absalom's rebellion. 

Sse 2 Sam. jv, 23. He expresses 
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his full confidence that the Lord 
will bring him back. 
. 2. From the ends of the earth, 
&c.] We may suppose David to 
have sent up uus sorrowful prayer 
from the wilderness beyond Jordan, 
whither he had fled from his re- 
bellious son. 2 Sam. xv. 28. Howi* 
ever far he may be banished from 
his home, or from his church, the 
exile has the comfort of knowing 
that his prayer, if offered in faith, 
will be heard of God. 

8. The ro«k that ie higher than /] 
The secure fortress, which is too 
high for me to mount by my own 
strength ; the allusion may be, per- 
haps, to Mount Sion. See Matt, 
vii. 24 ; 1 Cor. x. 4t. 

5. ffatt given an heritage'] "Hast 
given me the heritage of those that 
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6 Thou sbalt grant the King a long life : that his 
years may endure throughout all generations. 

7 He shall dwell before God for ever : prepare 
ihy loving mercy and faithfulness, that they may pre- 
serve him. 

8 So will I alway sing praise unto thy Name : that 
I may daily perform my vows. 



Moming»1 
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TRUST IIX GOD Aim IN NONE BESIDE. 



MY soul truly waiteth stUl upon God : for of Him 
cometh my salvation. 

2 He verily is my strength and my salvation : He is 
my defence, so that I shall not greatly falL 

3 How long will ye imagine mischief against every 
man : ye shall be slahi all the sort of you ; yea, as 
a tottering wall shall ye be, and like a broken hedge. 

4 Their device is only how to put him out whom 
God win exalt : their delight is hi lies ; they give good 
words with their mouth, but curse with their heart. 



fear thy Name," that is, hast ^ven 
me possession of the inheritance 
promised to thy people Israel 

6. J long life, &c.1 Even while 
a fugitive from his dominions, and 
in danger from his enemies, David 
trusted in God's promise to him, of 
a lon^ and prosperous life ; bat in 
speakmg of himself he is made to 
prophesy of Christ, the true Kin? 
of Israel, of whom it was foretold 
by the angel Gabriel, 'The Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne 
of his &ther David ; and He shall 
reign over the house of Jaoob for 
and of his kintrdora there 



ever: 



shall be no end.' Luke i. 82, S3. 
See also Rev. xi. 15. 

8, My vou)s\ The offerings of 
praise and thanksgiving which I 
promiMdwhen in exile* 
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P8.LXII.— * APsahn of David,' 
written probably daring the time 
of Absalom's rebellion. It is well 
adapted to sustain the confidence of 
God's people in his support and 

Srotection amid troables and 
angers. 
1. My soul truly waiteih still, 
&c.^ The full meaning is, My soul 
in silence waits upon God only. 

3. Against every man] Rather, 
as in the Bible Version, ** against a 
man." David herd remonstrates 
with his enemies for their treacher^ 
ons and unprovoked attacks upon 
himself. 

— Te shall be slain'] Rather, 
Will ye all seek to slay him (David) 
when he is but as a bulging wall, or 
fence of loose stones P 

4. How to put Ivm ov^^ %.0^ 
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5 Nevertheless, my soul, wait thou still upon God : 
for my hope is in Him. 

6 He truly is my strength and my salvation : He is 
my defence, so that I shall not folL 

7 In Grod is my health, and my glory : the rock of 
my mighty and in God is my trust. 

8 put your trust in Him alway, ye people : pour 
out your hearts before Him, for God is our hope. 

9 As for the children of men, they are but vanity : 
the children of men are deceitful upon the weights, they 
are altogether lighter than vanity itself. 

10 trust not in wrong and robbery, give not your- 
selves unto vanity : if riches increase^ set not your 
heart upon them. 

11 God spake once, and twice I have also heard the 
same : that power belongeth unto God ; 

12 And that Thou, Lord, art merciful : for Thou 
rewardest every man according to his work. 



Psalm LXIII, 

LONGINO DB8IBB FOR GOD AND ms GRACE. 

GOD, Thou art my God : early will I seek 
Thee. 







**They onlv consult to cast liim 
down from nis excellency " or high 
place. 

6. Waii thou sHU) That is, (as 
hefore in ver. 1) wait patiently and 
silently. Compare Ps. iv. 4. 

7. ify healtt\ ** My salvation." 

8. For God u our hope] ** God 
is a refuge for us.*' 

9. Ai for the children of rneti] 
" Surely men of low degree are 
vanity, and men of high degree are 
a lie." 

Deceitful upon the weighte] Found 

hollow and deOdent when they come 

to be weighed in the balance. See 

Dan. T. a7. 

1 1. God spake once, and twice I 

JtKn^ &c] Thatie, once and again 
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hath Ood ded&red that power and 
might belong to Him alone. The 
same expression occurs in Job 
xxxiii. 14. 

12. ThaJt Thou, Lord, art merei* 
ful\ The clearer version of the 
Bible is, " Also unto Thee, Loid, 
belongeth mercy, for Thou render- 
est to eveiT man according to hit 
work.** After recording God*8 as- 
sertion of his own Almighty power, 
the Psalmist ascribes to Him the 
other great attribute of mercy, in 
that He richly rewards his true ser- 
vants, while He visits his enemiet 
with the iadgment wliich they pro-, 
voke. Matt. xvi. 27 ; Rom. ii. 6. 

Ps.LXLIl.— W« UanLfem the 
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2 My soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh also longeth 
afber Thee : in ja barren and dry land where no water is. 

3 Thus have I looked for Thee in holiness : that I 
might behold thy power and glory. 

4 For thy loving-kindness is better than the life 
itself : my lips shall j)raise Thee. 

5 As long as I live will I magnify Thee on this 
manner : and lift up my hands in thy ^Name. 

6 My soul shall be satisfied, even as it were with 
marrow and fatness : when my mouth praiseth Thee 
with joyf ul lips. 

7 Have I not remembered Thee in my bed : and 
thought upon Thee when I was waking ? 

8 Because Thou hast been my helper : therefore 
under the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 

9 My soul hangeth upon Thee ; thy right hand hath 
upholden me. 

10 These also that seek the hurt of my soul : they 
shall go under the earth. 

11 Let them fall upon the edge of the sword : that 
they may be a portion for foxes. 

12 But the King shall rejoice in God ; all they also 



title in the Bible, that this is " A 
Psalm of David in tiie wilderness of 
Judah." The country referred to 
lies sJong the east side of the tribe 
of Judah, where David remained a 
short time during his flight from 
Absalom. See 2 Sam. xv. 28; 
xvii. 2. 

. 1. Earfy will Iteek Thee] This 
Psalm was anciently used as a 
Morning Hymn. 

3. Thut have I lookedM-'] "To 
see thy power and thy glory, so as 
I have seen Thee in the sanctuary." 

4. BeUer than iha life ilselff&c.'] 
PrecioBB as life is, thy goodness 
and merc^ are nearer sml ; for 
l^tbout them we can have no hap- 
piness in this life^and no hope of 
the life etemaL 

6, When my moM praiidh'\ 

in 



\ 



** And my mouth shall praise Thee 
with joyful lips." 

7. ffave I not remembered] 
" When I remember Thee upon my 
bed, and meditate on Thee in tiie 
night-watches." 

10. These alsOy &c.] The mean- 
ing is, — But those that seek to de- 
stroy me shall be brought down to 
the grave. 

11. Let them'] ''Thev shall iiSi 
by the sword ; tuey shallbe a por- 
tion for foxes ; " that is, their 
bodies shall remain unburied, and 
become the prey of jackals and 
other wild beasts. See the account 
of the destruction of Absalom's 
army, 2 Sam. xviii. 6 — 8. 

12. AU thev also that swear by 
JKm, &c."\ ^ >i!s»X v««»x \sVj^^ 
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that swear by Him shall be commended : fov the mouth 
of them that speak lies shall be stopped. 



Psalm LXIV. 

OOD's BIGHTEOUS BBTBIBUnON. 

HEAR my voice, O God, in my prayer : preserve 
my life from fear of the enemy. 

2 Hide me from the gathering t(^ther of the fro- 
ward : and from the insurrection of wicked doers ; 

3 Who have whet their tongue like a sword : and 
shoot out their arrows, even bitter words ; 

4 That they may privily shoot at him that is per- 
fect : suddenly do they hit him, and fear not. 

5 They encourage themselves in mischief : and com- 
mune among themselves how they may lay snaxes, and 
say, that no man shall see them. 

6 They imagine wickedness, and practise it : that 
they keep secret among themselves, every man in the 
deep of his heart. 

7 But God shall suddenly shoot at them with a swift 
arrow : that they shall be wounded. 

8 Yea, their own tongues shall make them fell : inso- 
much that whoso seeth them shall laugh them to scorn. 

9 And all men that see it shall' say, * This hath God 
done' : for they shall perceive that it is his work. 



pare Dent. vi. 13. Some, however, 
consider the words to mean, all who 
bear tme allegiance to the king. 

12. Them thai speak lies] Eebels 
are called liars, as being fahe to 
their king. 

Ps. LXIV.— A Psalm of David, 
composed probably at a time when 
he was exposed to the persecution 
and slanders of Saul and his fol- 
lowers. 

4f. ffim that isperfecf] The in- 
nocent man, Ood s tme and faith- 
/ulaezranL 
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4. Suddenly do they hit him, and 
fear nof\ They smite liim unawares 
while he is not suspecting any harm, 
for they have no rcar of Qoa before 
their eyes. 

5. And say, that no man shidl tee 
them'] They8ay,*Who seeth us P* 

6. They imaaine wickedness, and 
practise it] Tney devise and bring 
to perfection wicked plots. 

— That they keep secret, &c] 
i,e. their wicked plot — ^their secret 
thoughts are deep. 

7. God shall suddenly shoot at 
thevi] God, in ^\xat Tetrlhution, 
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10 The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and put 
his trust in Him : and all they that are true of heart 
shall be glad. 



Eveninff*'] 



Psalm LXV. 
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THANKSOiyiNO FOB THE FBUITFULNESS OF THE EARTH. 

THOU, God, art praised in Sion : and unto Thee 
shall the vow be performed in Jerusalem. 

2 Thou that hearest the prayer : unto Thee shall all 
flesh come. 

3 My misdeeds prevail against me : be Thou 
mercifiQ unto our sins. 

4 Blessed is the man, whom Thou choosest, and 
receivest unto Thee : he shall dwell in thy court, and 
shall be satisfied with the pleasures of thy house, even 
of thy holy temple. 

5 Thou shalt shew us wonderful things in thy 
righteousness, God of our salvation : Thou that art 
the hope of sdl the ends of the earth, and of them that 
remain in the broad sea. 



shall suddenly smite those who 
were aiming at others, ver. 4. 

Fs. LXV. bears the charaeter of 
a national thanksgiving for spiritual 
and temporal blessings. The bounty 
of God, as manifested by the fruits 
of the earth, is specially commemo- 
rated; and the Psalm, therefore, 
may suitably be used as a Hymn at 
the time of Harvest. 

1. The vow^ The offering of 
sacrifice or praise, which we pro- 
mised to make to God, when we 
should be delivered by Him out of 
danger or distress. 

2. Unto Thee shall allJUsh come] 
To God, who alone heareth and can 
answer prayer, all men shall come. 
His ears are open to the supplica- 

ii3 



tions of all iu every country who 
cry unto Him for help. 

3. My misdeedsy &o.] The sense 
of my many and grievous sins over- 
whelms and confounds me ; without 
God's mercy I am lost. 

4. Blessed is the man, &c.] The 
Bible Version is, " Blessed is the 
man whom Thou choosest and 
cansest to approach unto Thee, that 
he may dwell in tliy courts : we 
shall be satisfied with the goodness 
of thy house, even of thy holy 
temple." 

5. Wonderful I hints'] Miraculous 
proofs of Thy power, the ' signs and 
wonders ' of the N. T. John iv. 48. 

— Thai remain in the broad sea'] 
Those who inliabit the islands and 
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6 Who in his strength setteth fast the mountains : 
and is girded about with power. 

7 Who stilleth the raging of the sea : and the noise 
of his waves, and the madness of the people. 

8 They also that dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
earth shall be afraid at thy tokens : Thou that makest 
the outgoings of the morning and evening to praise 
Thee. 

9 Thou visitest the earth, and blessest it : Thou 
makest it very plenteous. 

10 The river of God is full of water : Thou preparest 
their corn, for so Thou providest for the earth. 

1 1 Thou waterest her furrows, Thou sendest rain into 
the little valleys thereof : Thou makest it soft with the 
drops of rain, and blessest the increase of it. 

12 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness : and 
thy clouds drop fatness. 

13 They shall drop upon the dwellings of the wilder- 
ness : and the little hills shall rejoice on every side. 

14 The folds shall be full of sheep : the valleys also 
shall stand so thick with corn, that they shall laugh 
and sing. 



7. Who sUHeth the raging^ &c.] 
The same sovereign power of still- 
ing alike the fury of the tempest 
and the madnejis of the people, is 
ascribed to Jehovah in Isa. xvii. 13. 

8. Afraid at thy tokens^ Alarmed 
at the astonishing exhibitions of 
thy power. See 2 Sam. vii. 23. 

— The outgoing* of the morning, 
&c.] The regions where the sun 
appears to rise and set ; that is, the 
east and the west. 

9. Blesse8f\ "Waterest." 

10. The river of God is full of 
water"] The streams of eastern 
countries are often dry in summer, 
but (Jod's river, the rain from 
heaven, never fails. *The lajid 

trhitber ye go to posaeas it, is 
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a land of hills and valleys, and 
drinketh water of the rain of 
heaven.* Dent. xi. 11. 

11. Thou sendest rain, &c.] Com- 
pare Job xxxviii. 26, 27. 

12. Thou croumest the year^ &c.] 
It is to God's goodness that we owe 
the blessings of the circling seasons 
and the fruits of the harvest. He 
it is that sendeth the rain, and 
causeth the earth to * bring forth 
her increase.* Ps. Ixvii. 6. 

13. The dwellings'] Bather, 
" THYlq pastures of the wilderness.** 

14.. The folds shall he fitU of 
sheep] Or, according to the more 
exact tran^ation of the Bible, 
"The pastures are clothed with 
flocks.** 
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Psalm LXVI. 

PAST AND PRESENT MERCIES. 

Fw Thoffiksgiving after a Storm at Sea. 

OBE joyful in God, all ye lands : sing praises unto 
the honour of his ^KTame, make his praise to be 
glorious. 

2 Say unto God, * how wonderful art Thou in thy 
works : through the greatness of thy power shall thine 
enemies he found liars unto Thea 

3 *For aU the world shall worship Thee : sing of 
Thee, and praise thy Name.' 

4 O come hither, and behold the works of God : 
how wonderful He is in his doing toward the children 
of men. 

5 He turned the sea into dry land : so that they 
went through the water on foot ; there did we rejoice 
thereof 

6 He ruleth with his power for ever; his. eyes 
behold the people : and such as will not believe shall 
not be able to exalt themselves. 

7 praise our God, ye people : and make the voice 
of his praise to be heard ; 

8 Who holdeth our soul in life : and sufferetli not 
our feet to slip. 

9 For Thou, God, hast proved us : Tliou also hast 
tried us, like as silver is tried. 



Ps. LXVI. seems to have been 
written as a Song of Thanksgiving 
for some national mercy or deliver- 
ance; and to have been used in 
the Temple service. 

2. Be found liars unto Thee] 
Make a show of submission unto 
Thee, — as no longer daring to 
oppose Thee openly. Ps. xviii. 45. 

5. He turned the aea into dry 
land] The exertion of God's power 
in behalf of his people is illustrated 
by the passage of tne Red Sea and 
that of the river Jordan. £xod. 
xiv. 21 ; Joshua iv. 23. 
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5. There did we rejoice thereof] 
" There did we [as a nation] rejoice 
in Him." 

6. And such as will not believe, 
&c.] " Let not the rebellious exalt 
themselves." 

8 — 12.] The long and severe 
trials of the nation, terminating in 
a national deliverance, are liere 
referred to. 

8. Who holdeth our soul in life] 
Who hath preserved us alive. 

9. Thou also hast tried us^ like 
as silver is tried] Thou hast tried 
and iQTONft^ WiX ^^'e\\\.^\yj "C^nr. ^^ 
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10 Thou broughtest xis into the snare : and laidest 
trouble upon our loins. 

1 1 Thou sufferedst men to ride oyer our heads : we 
went through fire and water, and Thou broughtest us 
out into a wealthy place. 

12 I will go into thine house with burnt-offerings : 
and wiU pay Thee my vows, which I promised with my 
lips, and spake with my mouth, when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer unto Thee fat burnt-sacrifices, with 
the incense of rams : I wiU offer bullocks and goats. 

14 come hither, and hearken, all ye that fear Grod : 
and I will tell you what He hath done for my souL 

15 I called unto Him with my mouth : and gave 
Him praises with my tongue. 

16 If I incline unto wickedness with mine heart : 
the Lord wiU not hear me. 

17 But God hath heard me : and considered the 
voice of my prayer. 

18 Praised be God who hath not cast out my prayer : 
nor turned his mercy from me. 

Psalm LXVII. 

FOR THB SPREAD OF OOD's TRUTH AMONO ALL NATI0N& 

GOD be merciful unto us, and bless us : and shew 
us the light of his countenance, and be merciful 
unto us ; 



of aflUction, as silver is refined by 
the application of intense and con- 
tinuous heat. Isa. xWiii. 1.0. 

10. Ift(o the tnare] As hunted 
animals are driven into the net. 

11. To ride over our heads] " As 
riders mount upon the backs of 
horties, and hold them in subjection. 
Compare Isa. li. 23. 

— Jfe went through fire and 
water] Proverbial expressions for 
the extremity of difficulty and 
danger. Isa. xliii. 2. 

— J wealthy place] A land of 
/Jeta^. 
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12. Will pay Thee my vow*t 
&C.1 The readiness and zeiu of the 
FsiQmist to offer in prosperity the 
burnt-offerings and sacrifices vhicti 
he had vowed to God in danger and 
distress, teach Christians of all 
times the duty of steadfastly keep- 
ing, when restored to health, the 
resolutions of a stricter observance 
of God's laws and ordinances which 
they had made in sickness. 

Ps. LXVII. is a prayer that God 
will so manifest his favour and 
goodness towards his own chosen 
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2 That thy way may be known upon earth : thy 
flawing health among all nations. 

3 Let the people praise Thee^ O God : yea, let all 
the people praise Thee. 

\ O let the nations rejoice and be glad : for Thou 
sbalt judge the folk righteously, and goTem the nations 
upon eartii. 

6 Let the people praise Thee, O God : let all the 
people praise Thee. 

6 Then shall the earth bring forth her increase : and 
God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing. 

7 God shall bless us : and all the ends of the world 
shall fear Him. 



Jfom^N^.] 



Psalm LXVIII. [Dayis. 

BBMOYAL OF THE ABK TO MOUNT 8I0N. 

Proper Psalm for WhU-Sv/nday, 

LET God arise, and let his enemies be scattered : 
let them also that hate Him flee before Him. ' 

2 like as the smoke vanisheth, so shalt Thou drive 
them away : and like as wax melteth at the Are, so let 
the ungodly perish at the presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before 
God : let them also be merry and joyfuL 



people, fts to bring all other Dations 
to own and worship Him, the only 
true Qod. It may probably (ver. 7) 
bare been eomposed for the Feast 
of Tabavades, wlien offerings and 
aaorifices were presented to J ehovah 
for the ingathering of the fruits of 
the earth. See Lev. xxiii. 39. 

1. The UgJU &f its emmtemmce] 
His gracioos fiivocir and blessing. 
See Numb. vi. S6 ; Ps. iy. 7. 

3. Tkt/mmnffkeaUK] Thy sal- 
vstkML This verse forms a petition 
in t^ prayer of the Church for 
*all eoaditions of men.' 

S. Let the neople, &e.] Not 
■M^y the people of larael, but all 
the Veopka, or aatioag ot the earth. 
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6. Then thaU the earth, &c.] 
Rather, — ^The earth hath yielded 
her fruits. May God, our own 
God, bless us. Bkh and abundant 
harvests were among the temporal 
blessings promised to God's aneient 
people, as the reward of faithfulness ' 
and obedience. Lev. xxvi. 4. Com- 
pare Ezek. xxxiv. 27. 

7. All the ends of the worklj &o.] 
The universal cztmsion of the 
Messiah's kingdom is here fore- 
shadowed. See Isa. xlii 6 ; xlix. 6. 

Ps. LXym., ascribed by the 
title in the Bible Version to David, 
begins wi^ the ^OTd& -^asrAl %X >doftk 
moving tomvc^ ol ^iwb «£t Sa^^^s^ 
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4 sing unto Grod, and sing praises unto his Name : 
magnify Him that rideth. upon the heavens, as it were 
upon an horse ; praise Him in his !Name JAH, and 
rejoice before Him. 

5 He is a Father of the Mherless, and defendeth the 
cause of the widows : even God in his holy habitation. 

6 He is the God that maketh men to be of one mind 
in an house, and bringeth the prisoners out of cap- 
tivity : but letteth the runagates continue in scarceness.. 

7 OGk)d, when Thou wentest forth before the people : 
when Thou wentest through the wilderness, 

8 The earth shook, and the heavens dropped at the 
presence of Gt>d : even as Sinai also was moved at the 
presence of God, who is the God of Israel 

D Thou, God, sentest a gracious rain upon thine 
inheritance : and refreshedst it when it was weary. 



wilderness, Numb. x. 35 ; and may 
have ^n written on the occasion 
of the bringing up of the ark to 
Mount Zion (see vv. 24, 25, 27). 
The Psalm has ever been re^rded 
as prophetical of the ascension of 
Christ, and of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit which Ue obtained for men. 
See John xvi. 7. 

4<. Magnify Him that rideth upon 
the heaoenSj &c.] The meaning 
seems rather to be, * Eaise a high- 
way for Him who rideth through 
the desert;' and the allusion is 
probably to the passage of the ark, 
on which were the cherubims, 
through the wilderness. SeeExod. 
xL38. 

— HiinameJJHl Theshorfcform 
of Jehovah, which means 'self- 
existing/ Exod. iii. 14. The name 
Jah is often found in combination 
with another word, Hailelu, 
< Praise,' — so making Eallelu-JaA, 
or 'Praise Jehovah,* * Praise the 

6. That makeik men io be of one 
mhid in an house] " God setteth 
i^ ^solitary in famiUeaJ** God 
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giveth the desolate a liome to dwell 
in. His Church is the home of the 
friendless and forsaken. 

6. But letteth the runagates eon^ 
iinue in scarcenessl " But the 
rebellions dweH in a dry land.*' 

7. 8. God, when Thou toentest 
forth, &c.] These verses are nearly 
identical with a passage in the Song 
of Deborah, Judges v. 4, 5. 

8. Even as Sinai also was moved~\ 
"Even Sinai itself was moved. 
Eor a description of the wonders 
which accompanied the descent of 
the Almighty on Mount Sinai, see 
Exod. xix. 16—20. As the giving 
of the law to the Israelites was 
celebrated at the feast of Pente- 
cost, 80 we Christians celebrate, 
on the same great festival, the 
descent of the Holy Spirit, who 
came to write his law in ofir hearts, 
and to guide us into all the Truth. 

9. A gracious rain'} " A ple&tiftd^ 
rain ** of gifks or bounties, including 
' the manna * and ' the quails,' as* 
well as refreshing showers and water 
from the rock. Ps. Ixxviii. 28^ 
See also lB&.:(^'f.^. 
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10 Thy congregation shall dwell therein : for Thou, 
O God, hast of thy goodness prepared for the poor. 

11 The Lord gave the word : great was the company 
of the preachers. 

12 Kings with their armies did flee, and were dis- 
comfited : and they of the household divided the spoil. 

13 Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye 
be as the wings of a dove : that is covered with silver 
wings, and her feathers like gold. 

14 When the Almighty scattered kings for their 
sake : then were they as white as snow in Salmon. 

15 As the hill of Basan, so is God's hill : even an 
high hill, as the hill of Easan. 

16 Why hop ye so, ye high hills 1 this is God's hill, 
in the which it pleaseth Him to dwell : yea^ the Lord 
will abide in it for ever. 



10. I%y congregation shall dwell 
therein] " Thy congregation hath 
dwelt tnerein ;" that is, thy people, 
poor and helpless in themselves, 
nave found a home or houses in the 
wUdemess: 

• In desert wild, thy pilgrims poor 
Dwelt as in homes of rest secure.* 

11. The Lord gave the wordf&c.'} 
Gave the promise or assurance of 
victory ; and " great was the com- 
pany of those who published it:" 
namely, of the women who cele- 
brated the joyful event with tim- 
brds, songs, and dances. Compare 
£xod. XY. 20 ; 1 Sam. xviii. 6, 7. 
For the spiritual meaning, see St. 
Mark xvi. 15—20. 

12. They of the household:] The 
women that remained at home. See 
iFttdge8v.'2«, 30. 

13. Thouph ye have lien among 
the pots] Among the brick-kilns 
land furnaces of Egypt: or the 
meaning may be. When ye lie down 
in peace beside the sheep-folds of 
.Canaan, ye shall be in a condition 
of glory and splendour. 

14f. For their sake] or, in it^ 
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that is, in the land. 

14. White as snow in Salmon] On. 
the overthrow of hostile kings, the 
sunshine of prosperity lightened the 
land, just as the dark mountain-top 
of Salmon gleams brightly when 
covered with snow. Salmon is 
thought to be the mountain in 
Samaria, near to Shechem, men- 
tioned in Judges ix. 48. 

15. As the hill of Basan, kc] A 
mountain of God, — a lofty moun- 
tain is Mount Basan, but not to be 
compared in- dignity and honour 
with God*8 own chosen hill. Mount 
Zion. Isa. ii. 2 ; Mic. iv. 1. 

16. Why hop ye so, ye high hiilsf] 
Why are ye moved with envyP Why 
do ye look askance at Mount Zion 
for the honour put upon it by GodP 
Ps. xlviii. 1 ; Ixxviii. 69. The high 
hills are the mighty and proud na- 
tions of the world which look with 
envy and hatred on tiie favoured 
people of God. The figure may 
signify further, that it is in vain for 
the powers of the earth to resist 
the kingdom of CKri&t. SiRSk ^'fc. 
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17 The chariots of Grod are twenty thousand, even 
thousands of angels : and the Lord is among them, a8 
in the holy place of SinaL 

18 Thou art gone up on high, Thou hast led cap- 
tivity captive, and received gifts for men : yea, even 
for thine enemies, that the Lord Grod might dwell 
among them. 

19 Praised be the Lord daily : even the Grod who 
helpeth us, and poureth his benefits upon us. 

20 He is our God, even the God of whom cometh 
salvation : God is the Lord, by whom we escape death. 

21 God shall wound the head of his enemies : and 
the hairy scalp of such a one as goeth on still in 
his wickedness. 

22 The Lord hath said, I will bring my people again, 
as I did from Basan : mine own will I bring again, as 
I did sometime from the deep of the sea. 

23 That thy foot may l^ dipped in the blood of 
thine enemies : and tha^ the tongue of thy dogB may 
be red through the same. 



17. The chanots of God] The 
power and majesty oi Jehovah are 
represented nnder the figure of a 
mighty conqueror, followed by an 
iaimense train of war-chariots, and 
attended by myriads of the angelic 
host. See Dent. xx. 1 ; xxxii. 2 ; 
and refer to 2 Kings vi. 17. 

18. Thou art gone up on high] 
Thus the singers hymn the ascent 
of the ark to Mount Zion; and 
thus in a truer aud fuller sense may 
Christians celebrate the exaltation 
of the Son of God to his tlurone 
of glory. 

— Thou hast ledcapimiy captive] 
Thou hast led captive the con- 
quered enemy, (those who made cap- 
tives of us,) and won from them spoil 
and tribute for distribution among 
men. Tiiis verse is quoted by St. 
Taa/, Epiies. iV. S, aa praphtiic$l 
120 



of our Lord's ascension, and of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit bestowed 
by Him upon men. 

20. God it the Lord, hy whom we 
escape deaih] Unto Jehovah the 
Lordbelcmgdeliyeraiioesfromdeatb. 
Bent, xxxii. 39 ; £ev. i. 18. 

22. M I did from Basan, &e.] J 
will bring back my own in triumph, 
as I did aforetime from Basan, the 
extreme border of Canaan; and froB 
the depths of the Bed S^. S<mie 
consider it to mean that God will 
bring bade the enemies of his peo- 
ple as captives. 

23. TA€d ihy foot, &c.;} So that 
thou shalt plui^e thy foot m blood ; 
a striking figure, to signify the ovev^ 
throw vsA slaughter of the enemiea 
of Israel. Refer to Pa. IviiL Oj 
Isa. Ixiii. 3. 
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24 It is well seen, God, how Thou goest : how 
Thou, my God and King, goest in the sanctuary. 

25 The singers go before, the minstrels follow after : 
in the midst are the damsels playing with the timbrels. 

26 Give thanks, Israel, unto God the Lord in the 
congregations : from the ground of the heart 

27 There is little Benjamin their ruler, and the 
princes of Judah their counsel : the princes of Zabulon, 
and the princes of I^ephthali. 

28 Thy God hath sent forth strength for thee : 
stablish ih.e thing, Grod, that Thou hast wi'ought 
in us, 

29 For thy temple's sake at Jerusalem : so shall 
kings bring presents unto Thee. 

30 When the company of the spear-men, and multi- 
tude of the mighty are scattered abroad among the 
beasts of the people, so that they humbly bring pieces 
of silver : and when He hath scattered the people that 
delight in war ; 



24—27.] The order of the tri- 
umphal procession to Moant Zion 
in oelebratioii of victory is here 
deseribed. 

5S6. Ftxm the ground of ike Aearfi 
** From the fountain of Israel ; 
that is, Bless God, ye that are of 
the fountain [or race] of Israel. See 
Dent xxxiii. 28 ; Isa. xlviii. 1 ; li. 1. 

27. IaUU Benjamin j &c/1 Bather, 
Bemamin the yoangest. Two tribes 
to the south, and two to the north, 
are named as representatives of the 
whole number, all of which, no 
doubt, took their place in the pro- 
oesnon. Zebnlun and Nephthali 
distinguished themselves m the 
wars under Deborah and Barak. 
Judges T. 18. 

28. Sent forth eirengthi] Hade 
thee strong and secure ; hath firmly 
established thy power. 

— StahUth the tkinp, God, &c.] 
Secure to us the fruits of our late 
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29. For thy templet take, &c.] Be- 
cause of thy temple, because of thy 
manifested glory and powo*, as the 
Gbd of Israel, 2 Chron. xxxii. 13 ; 
Isa. Ix. 3. The words may be re- 
garded as prophetical of the gifts 
offered by the Gentile kings to 
Christ, Matt. ii. II. 

30. When the company of the 
Mear-meu'] The * spear-men ' and 
the * raignty * must signify the 
powerful nations in arms against 
God*s people; but this difficult 
verse is more dearly rendered as 
follows: ILebake, i.e. restrain, the 
wild beast of the reeds, the herd of 
bulls, with the calves of the peoi>k, 
till every one submit himself with 
pieces of silver. ** Scatter Thou 
the people that delight in war." 
By 'the wild beast of the reeds ' is 
meant the power of heathen Egypt, 
represented by the Bippopotamus 
or Behemoth, Job xl. 26. Tb« 

* buWft; Midi >^ "- ^H^tJ' ^ ''^u^ 
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31 Then shall the princes come out of Egypt : the 
Morians' land shall soon stretch out her hands unto 
God. 

32 Sing unto Gkni, ye kingdoms of the earth : 
sing praises unto the Lord ; 

33 Who sitteth in the heavens over aU from the 
beginning : lo, He doth send out his voice, yea, and 
that a mighty voice. 

34 Ascribe ye the power to Gk)d over Israel : his 
worship, and strength is in the clouds. 

35 O God, wonderful art Thou in thy holy places : 
even the God of Israel ; He will give strength and 
power unto his people ; blessed be God. 



Evening.] PsALM LXIX. [Day IZ. 

DAVID THE TYPE OP CHRIST IN SUPPERING. 

Proper Psalm for Good FHday, 

SAVE me, God : for the waters are come in, even 
unto my souL 
2 I stick fast in the deep mire, where, no ground is : 



people, are the powerful kingrs and 
prond rebeUious people who op- 
posed themselYes to the God of 
Israel. ' To submit with ' pieces of 
diver/ is to offer gifts of money as 
tokens of allegiance. 

31. Then shall the princes come 
out of ^ypfi When the enemies 
of Israel have been subdued, and 
the Church firmly established at 
Jerusalem, Princes shall come from 
Egypt [the heathen nations] to sue 
for peace and friendship. iElefer to 
1 Aings ix. 15, and x. 2. The 
Morians' land [Ethiopia] shall 
stretch out her hands as a sup- 
pliant, crying for help. See Acts 
xvi. 9. This passage is strikingly 
illustrated by the remarkable pro- 
phecy, Isa. xlv. 14. 

86. He will giw tirengthy &c.] 
JBaiher, It is He that giveth 
strength, &c 
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Ps. LXIX. is ascribed to David 
both in the Bible Version aud by 
St. Paul, Rom. xi. 9 ; and may be 
compared with Psalms xxii. and 
XXXV. It is quoted more fre- 
quently in the I*iew Testament than 
any Psalm, except Ps. xxii.; and 
the Oiurch, by appointing it to be 
read on the day of our Lord's 
crucifixion, confirms the generally 
received interpretation of it as pro- 
phetical of his passion and death. 

1. Even unto my soul] So as to 
endanger my life. The image is 
taken from a person in danger of 
being overwhdmed by the rising 
flood, who cries out for help. The 
prayer is regarded by the Cliurch 
as that of Christ in his Passion, 
when his soul was * exceeding sor- 
rowfal, even unto death.* 

2. In the deep mire] Pits and 
eisternsweTe oilerL^uedas dungeons 
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I am come into, deep waters, so that the floods run 
over me. 

3 I am weary of crying ; my throat is dry : my sight 
faileth me for waiting so long upon my God. 

4 They that hate me without a cause are more than 
the hairs of my head : they that are mine enemies, and 
would destroy me guiltless, are mighty. 

5 I paid them the things that I never took : God, 
Thou knowest my simpleness, and my faults are not 
hid from Thee. 

6 Let not them that trust in Thee, Lord God of 
hosts, be ashamed for my cause : let not those that seek 
Thee be confounded through me, Lord God of Israel. 

7 And why 1 for thy sake have I suffered reproof : 
shame hath covered my face. 

8 I am become a stranger unto my brethren : even 
an alien unto my mother's children. 

9 For the zeal of thine house hath even eaten me : 
and the rebukes of them that rebuked Thee are fallen 



upon me. 



to confine prisoners in. Such was 
that into which Jeremiah was cast. 
Jer, zxxviii. 6. See also Fs. xl. 2. 

3. For waiting to long upon mv 
Qod] While I wait for my God, 
while I strain my eyes in looking 
earnestly to God for relief and de- 
liverance. 

4. Without a eaute] Onr Lord, 
in speakin;? of the hatred of the 
world to Him, says, that it was 
in fulfilment of this Scripture. 
John XT. 25. See also Ps. xxxv. 19, 
and note. 

5. I paid them the things, &c.] 
I gave up that which I took not 
away. So Christ paid the penalty 
of sins, from which, as from aU 
lin, he was alone free. Isa. liii. 6 ; 
1 Pet. iii. 18. 

— My timpleness] ** My foolish- 
Bess," that is, in Scripture language, 
my wickedness. The Psalmist pro- 
lasts to Him who searcheth the 
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heart, his innocence of the charges 
hrought against hira. 

6. Be confounded through me] 
That is, By seeing me, though in- 
nocent, suffer. 

7. Reproof] The scorn and re- 
proach of the world. 

8. Stranger mnio my brethren, 
even an alien] Compare John i. 1 1 ; 
vii. 5. Alien has the same mean- 
ing as stranger, and thus the two 
clauses of the verse halance one 
another, forming a perfect example 
of parallelism, or one member of 
the verse answering or running 
parallel to the other. 

9. The zeal of thine house hath 
even eaien me] A jealons regard 
for the honour of thy sanctuary 
hath worn me at^ay. See John 

ii.l7. 

— And the rebukes, &c.] These 
words are applied by St. Paul to our 
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10 1 wept, and chastened myseK with bating : and 
that was turned to my reproof. 

Ill put on sackcloth also : and they jested upon mk 

12 They that sit in the gate speak against me : and 
the dronkards make songs upon me. 

13 But) Lord, I make my prayer unto Thee : in an 
acceptable time. 

14 Hear me, O God, in the multitude of thy mercy : 
even in the truth of thy salvation. 

15 Take me out of the mire, that I sink not : O let 
me be delivered from them that hate me, and out of 
the deep waters. 

16 Let not the water-flood drown me, neither let 
the deep swallow me up : and let not the pit shut her 
mouth upon me. 

17 Hear me, O Lord, for thy loving-kindness is 
comfortable : turn Thee unto me according to the 
multitude of thy mercies. 

18 And hide not thy face from thy servant, for I am 
in trouble : haste Thee, and hear me. 

19 Draw nigh unto my soul, and save it : deliver 
me, because of mine enemies. 

20 Thou hast known my reproof my shame, and my 
dishonour : mine adversaries are all in thy sight. 

21 Thy rebuke hath broken my heart ; I am full of 
heaviness : I looked for some to have pity on me, but 



11. / put on iockcloth cUto] 
Sackdoth was the garb of mouni' 
ing mmI humiliation. See note on 
Pi. XIX. 12. 

\%. They thai tU in the gate] 
The judges who with the elders sat 
in the ^te of the city, to adminis- 
ter justice. The Psalmist thus com- 
plains that he is become a victim 
of injustice and contempt with 
both rulers and people, with the 
highest and the lowest alike. 

18. An acceptable time] A time 

of grace when God is ready to bear. 

ComjmrB laa. xUx. 8, and 2 Cor. 

YJ. 2. Aa *' McoFptabJe time" has 
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probably the same meaning as *' a 
time when Thou mayest be fonnd.** 
Ps. xxxiL 7. 

15. Take me out of the «itr#] 
Tlie mire, the waters, and the 
floods, here and in verses 1, S^, an 
figures signifying the depths of 
trouble and affliction. 

21. Thy rebuke] Bather, <*B«- 
proach hath broken my heart,** not 
however the judgments of Ood» 
but the revilings of man. 

— I am full of heavinett] <He 
began to be aorrowf ol and very 
heavy.* Matt. xxvi. 87. 

— I loohti /or wm9y &aJ^ Soi 
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there was no man, neither found I any to comfort 
me. 

22 They gave me gall to eat : and when I was 
thirsty they gave me vinegar to drink. 

23 Let their table be made a snare to take them- 
selves withal : and let the things that should have been 
for their wealth be unto them an occasion of falling. 

24 Let their eyes be blinded, that they see not : and 
ever bow Thou down their backs. 

25 Four out thine indignation upon them : and let 
thy wrathful displeasure take hold of them. 

26 Let their habitation be void : and no man to 
dwell in their tents. 

27 For they persecute Him whom Thou hast 
smitten : and they talk how they may vex them 
whom Thou hast wounded. 

28 Let them fall from one wickedness to another : 
and not come into thy righteousness. 



too, was our Lord Christ left alone 
to snffer, and forsaken at his great- 
est need. See Lake xxii. 45 ; Matt. 
xxvi. 66. 

22. They gone me gall to eat, &c.] 
How exactly this prophecy was ful- 
filled in the case of our Lwd, we 
read in Matt, xxvii. 34: 'They 
gave Uim vinegar to drink mingled 
with gall.' See also Johnxix. 28,29. 

23. Their table'] That is, their 
abundance and worldly prosperity. 
This and the following six verses are 
to be regarded as the expression of 
the Psidmist's desire that the just 
lodgment of Grod wonld overtake 
his enemies : they also foreshadow 
the desolate and afflicted condition 
of the Jews as a nation. 

— Their wealth'] Wealth in its 

* old meaning is not riches, hut weal^ 

or well'being. What was sent for 

tiieir ^ood would, by their mode of 

using it, hecome an evil and a snare. 

24. let their eyes be blinded^ &c.] 
Thii ?ene it quoted by St. f aoLaa 
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foreshowing the blindness and ob- 
stinacy of the Jewish people in 
rejecting their Messiah, Kom. xi. 9, 
10. See also Isa. vi. 9, 10. 

25. Pour out thine indiguatiotty 
&c.] The reader is referred to the 
note on ver. 5 of Psalm cix. 

26. Let their habitation be void] 
* Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate,' Matt, xxiii. 38 ; Acts 
i.20. This prophecy was strictly 
fulfilled in the destruction of Jem- 
salem by the Romans A..D. 70, and 
the dispersion of the Jewish people, 
who have never since returned 
thither. 

27. And they talk how they may 
vex, &c.] They aggravate the suf- 
ferings of those whom Thou hast 
stricken, by talking of them with 
glee and triumph. Ps. xli. 7« 8. 

28. Fall from one wickedneee to 
another] That is, fill up tiie mea- 
sure of their iniquities. See 1 Thess. 
iii. 15. 

— Come i«to iKa T\9>vteo>fcwie»^ 
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29 Let them be wiped out of the book of the living : 
and not be written among the righteous. 

30 As for me, when I am poor and in heaviness : 
thy help, God, shall lift me up. 

31 I will praise the Name of God with a song : and 
magnify it with thanksgiving. 

32 This also shall please the Lord : better than 
a buUock that hath horns and hoo&. 

33 The humble shall consider this, and be glad : 
seek ye after God, and your soul shall live. 

34 For the Lord heareth the poor : and despiseth 
not his prisoners. 

35 Let heaven and earth praise Him : the sea, and 
all that moveth therein. 

36 For God will save Sion, and build the cities of 
Judah : that men may dwell there, and have it in 
possession. 

37 The posterity also of his servants shall inherit 
it : and they that love his name shall dwell therein. 
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Psalm LXX. 

FOR DELIVERANCE FROM DANGER. 

ASTE Thee, God, to deliver me : make haste to 
help me, Lord. 



That is, be justified and obtain 
pardon. See Jer. xviii. 23. 

39. Be wiped out of the booh] 
'Whosoever hath sinned against 
me, him will I blot out of my book,' 
Exod. xxxii. 33. Refer also to Ezek. 
xiii. 9; Mai. iii. 16 ; Eev. iii. 5. 

32. Better than a bullock^ &c.] 
Better, that is, than the most per- 
fect sacrifice that could be offered 
on the altar. 

33. Tour sovl shall live'] Or, yonr 
hearts and spirits shall revive. See 
Ps. XX. 26, and note. 

34f. Bisjmsonersj His servants 
la /bondage or aMctjon. 
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37. The posterity also of his 
servants, &c.^ Tne descendants 
from generation to generation of 
God's true worshippers, shall find 
a home in the Church of Christ, 
and so 1)ecome citizens of the true 
Jerusalem. 

Fs. LXX. This Psalm is a repe- 
tition of part of Psalm xl. verses 
16 — 21. The first verse supplies 
the well-known suffrages, or short 
petitions of our morning and evea- 
ing prayer — 

* O God, make speed to save ns. 

* Lord, make naste to help os.' 
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2 Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek 
after my soul : let them be turned backward and put 
to confusion that wish me eviL 

3 Let them for their reward be soon brought to 
shame : that cry over me, There, there. 

4 But let all those that seek Thee be joyful and 
glad in Thee : and let all such as delight in thy salva- 
tion say alway, The Loi*d be praised. 

5 As for me, I am poor and in misery : haste Thee 
unto me, God. 

6 Thou art my helper, and my redeemer : Lord, 
make no long tarrying. 



Moming.l 
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QOD OUR SUPPORT IN YOUTH, AND REFUGE IN OLD AGE. 

A Psalm for the Visitation of the Sich 

IN Thee, Lord, have I put my trust, let me never 
be put to confusion : but rid me, and deliver me, 
in thy righteousness ; incline thine ear unto me, and 
save me. 

2 Be Thou my strong hold, whereunto I may alway 
resort : Thou hast promised to help me, for Thou art 
my house of defence, and my castle. 

3 Deliver me, my God, out of the hand of the 
ungodly : out of the hand of the unrighteous and 
cruel man. 

4 For Thou, O Lord God, art the thing that I long 
for : Thou art my hope, even from my youth. 



2. Seek after my souf] 
against my ufe. 



Plot 



Ps. LXXI. is snpposed to have 
been written by David in his old 
1^. It contains a prayer for de- 
liyeranoe from enemies, and the 
escpression of perfect confidence in 
G^'s mercy. 

1 — 3.] The fiirst three verses are 
nearly the same as those at the 
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opening of the 31st Psalm. 

1. Bid me'] that is, Set me free. 

— In thy righteousness] Accord- 
ing to thy faithful word of promise, 
*■ If we confess onr sins He is faith- 
ful and jast to forgive ns our sins.' 
John i. 9. 

2. My strona hold] The rock or 
fortress in which 1 may dwell 
securely — and to which I may flee 
for reftt^. 
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5 Through Thee have I been holden up ever since I 
was bom : Thou art He that took me out of my 
mother's womb ; my praise shall be always of Thee. 

6 I am become as it were a monster unto many : 
but my sure trust is in Thee. 

7 O let my mouth be filled with thy praise : that I 
may sing of thy glory and honour all the day long. 

8 Cast me not away in the time of age : forsake 
me not when my strength faileth me. 

9 For mine enemies speak against me, and they 
that lay wait for my soul take their counsel together, 
saying : * God hath forsaken him ; persecute him, and 
take him, for there is none to deliver him.' 

10 Gro not far from me, God : my God, haste 
Thee to help me. 

11 Let them be confounded and perish that are 
against my soul : let them be covered with shame and 
dishonour that seek to do me evil. 

12 As for me, I will patiently abide alway : and 
will praise Thee more and more. 

13 My mouth shall daily speak of thy righteousness 
and salvation : for I know no end thereof 

14 1 will go forth in the strength of the Lord God : 
and will make mention of thy righteousness only. 

15 Thou, God, hast taught me from my youth up 



5. Been holden up, &c.] Com- 
pare Ps. xxii. 10. 

6. A monster] "A wonder;" 
something strange and startling. 

9. Persecute him] Persecute in 
old English is the same as pursue. 

1 1 . Let them be confounded^ &c. 1 
The threat of Ahithophel,— ' I will 
arise and pursue after David this 
night : and I will come upon him 
while he is weary and weak-handed, 
and will make him afraid; and all 
the people that are with him shall 
flee; and I will smite the king 
only,* — this threat will serve to 
sAofr tie treacbrrouB and crael 



cliaracterof the enemies upon whom 
the Psalmist prays that God will 
execute judgment. See 2 Sam. 
xvii. 1, 2. 

13. For I know no end thereof] 
Thy mercies and deliverances are 
more than I can number. 

14. / will go forthy fee] The 
true meaning of this verse seems 
to be, — I will go into the Tempb 
full of the mighty deeds of the 
Lord ; and will make hia goodneae 
and truth the sole theme of my 
praise. Will ascribe all to thy 
favour and goodness, not to any 
might or merit of my own. 
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until now : therefore will I tell of thy wondrous 
works. 

16 Forsake me not, Grod, in mine old age, when I 
am gray-headed : until I have shewed thy strength 
unto this generation, and thy power to all them that 
are yet for to come. 

17 Thy righteousness, Gk)d, is very high : and 
great things are they that Thou hast done ; God, 
who is like unto Thee ? 

18 O what great troubles and adversities hast Thou 
shewed me ! and yet didst Thou turn and refresh me : 
yea, and bronghtest me from the deep of the earth 
again. 

19 Thou hast brought me to great honour : and 
comforted me on every side. 

20 Therefore will I praise Thee and thy faithfulness, 
O Grod, playing npon an instrument of musick : unto 
Thee will I sing upon the harp, Thou Holy One of 
IsraeL 

21 My lips will be fain when I sing unto Thee : 
and so will my soul whom Thou hast delivered. 

22 My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness all 
the day. long : for they are confounded and brought 
onto shame that seek to do me eviL 



Psalm LXXII. 

THE BEIGN OF CHRIST IN PEACE AND BIOHTEOUSNESS. 

GIVE the King thy judgments, God : and thy 
righteousness unto the King's son. 



18. Tet didst Thou turn and re- 
freth m«\ <*Thoa shalt quicken 
me again, and shalt bring me op 
aguo from the depths of the earth, 
that i>, from the lowest state of 
miaeiy and afBiction. 

dl. Mv lijM wll be fain] " Mt 

Upt shall greatly rejoice," thaU 

•mmt for joy. Fain is an old word 

ior fdad. See Fa. zzziv. 12, and 
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note. We stiU say, I would fain 
do so and so. 

Fs. LXXII. is entitled in the 
Bible, **A Fsalm for or of Solo- 
mon," and is throughout prophetic 
of the advent and universal domi- 
nion of the Messiah. 

1. Give the Kina, ftc] Gitot 
that So\oiiiO\i^V& Y^VnL%^WDl^ii^a«k 



DiitU. 
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2 Then shall He judge thy people according unto 
right : and defend the poor. 

3 The mountains also shall bring peace : and the 
little lulls righteousness unto the peopla 

4 He shall keep the simple folk by their right : 
defend the children of the poor, and punish the wrong 
doer. 

5 They shall fear Thee, as long as the sun and moon 
endureth : from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like the rain into a fleece of 
wool : even as the drops that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall &e righteous flourish : yea, and 
abundance of peace, so long as the moon endureth. 

8 His dominion shall be also &om the one sea to 
the other : and from the flood unto the world's end. 

9 They that dwell in the wUdemess shall kneel be- 
fore Him : his enemies shall lick the dust 



the king's (David's) son, may reign 
in righteousness,-— Ita. ixxii. 1 — 
and minister true judgment unto the 
people. 

3. The mowUnUs alsOf Set.'] Alf 
lusion is perhaps made to die cus' 
torn of proelaiming peace, or other 
national tidings, from some high 
place. Isa. xl. 9 ; lii. 7. The plain 
meaning of the verse is, — that 
* peace,' the blessed fruit of * right* 
eousness,^ or just government, shall 
reign over moantaus and hills ; in 
other words, throughout the whole 
land. 

4. The simple folk by iheirriffJU] 
He shall see justice done to the 
helpless and unprotected. 

5. They shall fear Thee, &c.] 
They, thy servants, one generation 
after another, shall reverence and 
worship Thee as long as the world 
lasts. Such language, it is obvious, 
can, in strictness, be applied to Him 
only, of whose 'kingdom there 
shall be no end.' Luke i. 33. 

d. J^esAaffcotnedowHih/^ He, 
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the righteous and peac^-loving 
King. The coming of the Brince 
of reace is compared in its influ- 
ences to the silent, refreshing, and 
fertilizing effects of rain upon the 
earth. 

6. Into a teeee qf wooC\ The 
original word aignifies 'something 
either sheared or mown; but the 
Bible Version, "upon the mown 
ffrass," supported as it is by the 
best authorities, is to be preferred. 

7. Almndmice ef peace"] This 
was to be one of the blessings of the 
reign of the Messiah, — ^Himself tke 
Prince of FMioe. Thus, Isaiah,m the 
spirit of prophecy, says, 'Tliework 
of righteousness shall be peace; 
and the effect of righteonsneas 
quietness and assurance for evcc' 
isa. xxxii. 17. 

8. From Ihejlood^kc,'] i.e. bom. 
the river Euphrates, which was the 
eastern bonndaiy of the kingdom 
of Israel under Solomon. Dtnt 
xi. 24. The universal dominioD of 
the Messiah is here foretold ; and, 
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10 The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give 
preaents : the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring 

11 All kings shall fall down before Him : all nations 
shall do Him service, 

12 For He shall deliver the poor when he crieth : 
thQ needy also, and him that hath no helper. 

13 He shall be favourable to the simple and needy : 
and shall preserve the souls of the poor. 

14 He shall deliver their souls from fdsehood and 
wrong : and dear shall their blood be in his sight 

15 He shall live, and unto Him shall be given of the 
gold of Arabia : prayer shall be made ever unto Him, 
and daily shall He be praised. 

16 There shall be an heap of com in the earth, high 
upon the hills : his fruit shall shake like Libanus, and 
shall be green in the city like grass upon the earth. 



in thit sense, the words are quoted 
by the prophet Zechariah, ix. 10. 

10. The king» of Tharsit and of 
ihekle*] By Tharsit (Tartessns) 
W6. am : probably to nnderstaad the 
ooBftB of Spain. 1 Kings x. 22. 
fiefer alio to note on Fs. xliii. 6. 
Tbo idea are Uie islands and north- 
on ihoree of the Mediterranean Sea. 

■ .-— .^b&i] or Seba, was the eldest 
MiOf Cnsn, Gen. x. 7 ; the family 
and tribe ultimately settled in that 
part of Africa which it now known 
MMSUiiopia, 

— To gwe pretenit and to hring 
^t$ is here eiUier to pay trlbote 
in token of allegiance, or to present 
offerings in aduiowledgment of fa- 
Toon reoeiyed. 

11. Ml kings thaUfaU down be- 
fore flfM] The kings of the eartli 
shiJl be brooght to worship and 
lerre King Siussiah. The adora- 
tion and gifts offiered by the wise 
men to the infant Saviour may be 
regarded as a type of the homage 
m. submission of the Gentile worm. 
lCiittn.ll. 
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12. Heskali deliver the poor y &c.] 
This Yerse and the two following 
contain a description of the just 
and merciful rule of Solomon ; and 
at the same time a prophecy of the 
reign of Christ, whose especial mis- 
sion it was to bind up the broken- 
hearted, and to give rest to the 
weary and heavy luden. Isa.xli.l7; 
Ixi. 1— S; Matt. xi. 28. 

16. He shall litfe, &c.1 The al- 
lusion is to Him who liveth and 
was dead, and is alive for evermore. 
Bev. i. 18. See also Jer. xxiii. 5. 
* A king shall reign and prosper.' 

IQ. An heap of eorn^ &c.] In 
token of God's favour and blessing 
there shall be abundance of com in 
the land, even to the very tops of 
the mountains. 

— His fruit shall shake, ke.'] 
The crops of corn shall be so high 
and heavy that they shall wave and 
resound in the wind like the cedar 
forests of Lebanon. 

— And shaU be green] The 
meaning rather is. They, the in- 
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17 His Name shall endure for ever ; his Name shall 
remain under the sun among the posterities : which 
shall be blessed through Him, and all the heathen shall 
praise Him. 

18 Blessed be the Lord God, even the God of Israel : 
which only doeth wondrous things ; 

19 And blessed be the Name of his Majesty for 
ever : and all the earth shall be filled with his Ma- 
jesty. Amen, Amen. 



Evening.] 
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IMPATIENCE AND DISTBUST OOBBSOTED. 

TEULY God is loving unto Israel : even unto such 
as are of a clean heart. 

2 Nevertheless, my feet were almost gone : my 
treadings had well-nigh slipt 

3 And why? I was grieved at the wicked : I do 
also see the ungodly in such prosperity. 



up and flourish like grass of the 
earth. In this verse, therefore, 
Grod's choicest temporal blessings, 
_abanclance, and a rapidly increas- 
ing population, which marked the 
prosperous reign of Solomon, — are 
the types and emblems of the won- 
derful growth and extension of the 
Messiah's kingdom. See Acts vi. 7. 

17. His Name shaU retnain] "Uis 
T^ame shall be continued as long as 
the sun.'* 

19. Ameny Amen\ The doxology 
in verses 18 and 19, and the final 
Amen, mark the end of the teeond 
of the five books into which the He- 
brews portioned out their Psalter. 

Psalms LXXin.— LXXXm. 
are all ascribed in the Bible titles 
to Asaph, but probably only (four 
besides this, namdy, Lxxiii. 
xxxviJi. Lzzzi. and lxzzii. 
were writtea bjr J}Mvi(f a dbaef mvi' 
db2 



sician. The rest belong to another 
Asaph in a later age. 

Ps. LXXIII. sets before ns the 
peculiar trials to which the futh of 
the Israelite of old was exposed by 
the prosperity and success of the 
unsodly. Jehovah was revealed 
to him as a God of justice, reward- 
ing the righteous and punishing 
the evil-doer; but the moral govern- 
ment of God might be questioned, 
when his enemies were exalted, and 
his true worshippers depressed and 
suffering. The Psalmist's doubts 
are all cleared up by the light 
thrown upon them in the Sanctu- 
ary, — a light which makes plain 
the ways of God in permitting the 
wicked to prevail for a time, that 
their final overthrow may be the 
more signal. 

2. Neverthelett] ' **Bvt as fbr 



me. 



» 



3. r wu grieved^ &©.] "For I 
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4 For they are in no peril of death : but are lusty 
and strong. 

5 .They come in no misfortune like other folk : 
neither are they plagued like other men. 

6 And this is the cause that they are so holden with 
pride : and overwhelmed with cruelty. 

7 Their eyes swell with fatness : and they do even 
what they lust. 

8 They corrupt other, and speak of wicked blas- 
phemy : their talking is against the Most High. 

9 For they stretch forth their mouth unto the 
heaven : and their tongue goeth through the world. 

10 Therefore fSall the people unto them : and there- 
out suck they no small advantage. 

1 1 Tush, say they, how should God perceive it : is 
there knowledge in the Most High ? 

12 Lo, these are the ungodly, these prosper in the 
world, and these have riches in possession : and I said, 



was enyioDs at the foolish, when 
I saw the prosperity of the wicked." 
The Psalmist here confesses that he 
was hart and offended at seeing the 
|Hroud and nngodly in the eigoy- 
inent of ease and prosperity. 

4. Are in no peril of deaiht &c.] 
Have no anxiety or apprehension 
aboat death; no wastinjic care or 
mortal disease whicii binds them as 
captives to death. But are lutiy, 
that is, fall of life and health. 

6. So holden with pride^ &c.] 
The Fsalmist pictares the prosper- 
ous roan of tne world as encircled 
with the cliain of pride, and clothed 
with the robe of violence. The 
l^res are preserved in the Bible 
^/^rsion; "Therefore pride oom- 
passeth them aboat as a chain; 
violence covereth them as a gar- 
ment." 

— Overwhelmed in this place 
is the same as enveloped in, wrapped 
round and round with. 
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7. What they lust] Whatever 
their passion or fancy suggests ; or, 
perhaps, the meaning may be, the 
thouglits of their hearts exceed all 
bounds of justice and moderation. 

8. They corrupt other'j Or, they 
scoff; and speaM of wtcked hlas- 
johemyy that is, their conversation 
IS utterly corrupt and profane. 

9. They stretch forth their 
mouth, &c.] Their proud and im- 
pious tongue spares neither God 
nor man. 2 Pet. ii. 18. 

10. Therefore fall the people, 
&c.] Therefore do the people, de- 
luded by their seeming prosperity, 
flock after them ; and thereby these 
wicked boasters derive great wealth 
and power. 

12. And Isaid^ &c.] To no pur- 
pose is it that 1 have kept my heart 
pure, and my hands clean, if the 
wicked, who transgress all the com- 
mandments of God, are allowed to 
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Then have I cleansed my heart in vain, and washed 
mine hands in innocency. 

13 All the day long have I been punished : and 
chastened every morning. 

14 Yea, and I had almost said eren as they : but lo, 
then I should have condemned the generation of thy 
children. 

15 Then thought I to understand this : but it was 
too hard for me, 

16 Until I went into the sanctuary of God : then 
understood I the end of these men ; 

17 Namely, how Thou dost set them in slippery 
places : and castest them down, and destroyest them. 

18 Oh, how suddenly do they consume : perish and 
come to a fearful end ! 

19 Yea, even like as a dream when one awaketh : so 
shalt Thou make their image to vanish out of the city. 

20 Thus my heart was grieved : and it went even 
through my reins. 

21 So foolish was I, and ignorant : even as it were 
a b^ast before Thee. 



planation of the expression, washed 
mine hands in innocency^ refer to 
note on Ps. xxvi. 6. 

18. Alt the day Umff, ftc] Pof, 
notwithstanding my strict obser- 
vance of God's law, I endure con- 
stant trouble and suffering. 

14. 1 had almost said, &c.] I was 
nearly falling into this thoughtless 
way of talking and reasoning, verse 
11 ; but had I done so, had I judged 
the righteous to be abandoned of 
God, because of their havinsr fallen 
into adversity; or, again, had I said 
that it was vain and useless to fol- 
low after holiness, 1 should have 
wronged his true servants, and 
have proved myself a traitor to 
their cause. 

16. UnHl I went, &c.] The 
queatioa, why Qod allowed the 
wicked to prosper in the world, 
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was too difficult for the Fsahnisfs 
natural reason and understanding; 
but it was, at length, desred up by 
the light thrown upon it by re- 
ligion, and by oommnning with 
God in his house, where he was 
taught to look to the sinner's latter 
end. 

19. Make their imaae to wnM^^ 
&c.] Or, "despise their image,*^ 
that is, expose to public contempt 
and derhiion, their false and empty 
show of prosperity, so as to con- 
vince all men, that it was a mei« 
floating imoffe of happiness, lu un- 
real as a dream. 

20. My reins] Meaning, my 
inmost soul. 

21. As it were a beast, &c.] As 
one who had lost his reason, and 
looked only to the outward appear- 
ance of t\u.n|ss. 
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32 Nevertheless, I am alway by Thee : for Thou 
hast holden me by my right hand. 

23 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel : and after 
that receive me with glory. 

24 Whom have I in heaven but Thee : and there is 
none upon earth that I desire in comparison of Thee. 

26 My flesh and my heart fedleth : but God is the 
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 

26 For lo, they that forsake Thee shall perish : Thou 
hast destroyed all them that commit fornication against 
Thee. 

27 But it is good for me to hold me fast by God, to 
put my trust in the Lord God : and to speak of all thy 
works in the gates of the daughter of Sion. 



Psalm LXXIV. 

APPEAL FOR OOD*S HELP AND PBOTEOTION. 

OGOD, wherefore art Thou absent from us so long : 
why is thy wrath so hot against the sheep of thy 
pasture) 



22. JhMy hy Thee] Supported 
bv Thee at aU times, and Kept in 
foj i^resenoe, notwithstanding my 
own Ignorance and foUj. 

23. And after that, he] <*And 
afterward receive me to glory.*' 
The Psalmist expresses his assured 
oonfidenoe, that God will graciously 
deUyer him from his distressing 
donhts, and will advance him to 
honour: but, further, the words 
may imply a belief that God will 
raise him to a future life of gloiy. 
Compare Ps. xlix. 15. 

26. MyfUth and my hearty &c.] 
My boduy powers may decay, but 
God sustains m^ spirit, and will be 
my eternal portion. In this passage 
we discover tiie expectation of a 
future resurrection. Ck)mpare Job 
xix. 26—27. 

26. Commxt fortueation against 
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Thee"] The Church is constantly 
represented as the Bride of the 
Lord, see Isa. liv. 6: and those 
members of the Church who desert 
his service for that of idols are said 
to be guilty of fornication or adul- 
teij. 

27. It is good for me, &c.] Or, 
according to a more literal transla- 
tion. As for me, nearness to God is 
my good. 

-~ l%e gates t &c.] t*. e. The 
principal places of resort in Jeru- 
salem. 

Ps. LXXIV.— This Psalm was 
probably written after the capture 
of Jerusalem and destruction of the 
temple by the Chaldseaus, B.C. 688. 
After a pathetic description of the 
desolation of the temple of Jeru- 
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2 O think upon thy congregation : whom Thou hast 
purchased, and redeemed of old. 

3 Think upon the tribe of thine inheritance : and 
mount Sion, wherein Thou hast dwelt. 

4 lift up thy feet, that Thou mayest utterly destroy 
every enemy : which hath done evil in thy sanctuary. 

5 Thine adversaries roar in the midst of thy con- 
gregations : and set up their banners for tokens. 

6 He that hewed timber afore out of the thick trees : 
was known to bring it to an excellent work. 

7 But now they break down all the carved work 
thereof : with axes and hammers. 

8 They have set fire upon thy holy places : and have 
defiled the dwelling place of thy Kame^ even unto the 
ground. 

9 Yea, they said in their hearts, * Let us make havock 
of them altogether ' : thus have they burnt up all the 
houses of God in the land. 



people, the Psalmist proceeds to 
ground a plea for Grod's merciftd 
interference, on his miracles in be- 
half of his people in the old time. 

1. Wherefore art Thou abtenif 
&c.] The people long oppressed, 
and still suffering under the heaviest 
national trials, remonstrate with 
the AlmighW for abandoning his 
heritage, and for no longer being 
present, as of old, to deliver them 
from their enemies. 

4. Lift up thy feet, &c.] The 
authorised version differs materially 
from this of the Prayer Book, 
rendering the passage thus : ** Lift 
up thy feet unto the perpetual deso- 
lations," that is, Arise and come to 
visit the places utterly desolate: 
the enemy hath destroyed every- 
thing in thy sanctuary. 

6. Thine adversaries roar, &c.] 

The enemies of Gk>d raise a shout 

of triumph in his holy temple, and 

S0^ up thar own heathen ensigns, 

MS tokens of sovereignty, in place of 
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the symbols of Jehovah's presenee. 

6. He that hewed iinwer, &c.] 
This whole verse is more closely 
rendered as follows: *T}iey (the 
enem^) are like men bringing up 
axes mto a thick forest.' So reck- 
less are they in the work of destmo- 
tion. 

7. But now they break dokn, 
&c.] The builders of the temple in 
the reign of King Solomon, pre- 
pared and carved the cedar-wood 
with nice and delicate skill ; but all 
this beautiful work is now hewn 
and broken down by the axes and 
hammers of the destroyers. 

8. Denied] Profaned. 

— The dwellityj place of thy 
Name"] So the temple on Moni^ 
Sion was called, as, for instance, 
in Deut. xii. 5, ' The place which 
the Lord your God shall choose to 
put his Name there;' and again 
in 1 Kings viii 20. 

9. JU the houses of Qod, &c.] 
The BynagoguM \&. v(«c^ QltY> of 
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10 We see not our tokens, there is not one prophet 
more : no, not one is there among us, that under- 
standeth any mora 

. 110 Grod, how long shall the adversary do this dis- 
honour : how long ^all the enemy blaspheme thy 
Name, for ever ? 

12 Why withdrawest Thou thy hand : why pluckest 
Thou not thy right hand out of thy bosom to consume 
the enemy 1 

13 For Grod is my King of old : the help that is 
done upon earth He doeth it Himself 

14 Thou didst divide the sea through thy power : 
Thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters. 

15 Thou smotest the heads of leviathan in pieces : 
and gavest him to be meat for the people in the wilder- 
ness. 

16 Thou broughtest out fountains and waters out of 
the hard rocks : Thou driedst up mighty waters. 

17 The day is thine, and the night is thine : Thou 
hast prepared the light and the sun. 

18 Thou hast set all the borders of the earth : lliou 
hast made summer and winter. 



which we read so frequently (see 
Aets XT. 21), did not exist till aflter 
the Tetom of the Israelites from 
their captivity. What probably, 
therefore, we are to understand is, 
that the enemy had destroyed every 
place of assembly of God s people, 
perhaps, every altar which marked 
the spot in which God had appeared 
to their fathers. 

10. We see not our tokens^ &c.] 
We see none of the signs of God*s 
presence or &voar, no sign of 
cominf? deliverance. 

— There is not one prophet 
more'\ " There is no more any pro- 
phet, neither is there among us any 
one who knoweth how long." See 
Lam. ii. 9 ; Ezek. vii. 20. 

12. Out of thy bosom, &c.] Why 
if. thy hand, the instrument of 
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justice and vengeance, allowed to 
rest in thy bosom P Why is it 
not upraised to strike down thy 
enemies P 

13. The help that is done, &c.] 
It is God Himself alone that work- 
eth deliverance and salvation in the 
midst of the land. 

14, 15. The heads of the dragona, 
&o.] The leviathan, dragon, or 
crocodile, is a symbol of Pharaoh, 
his captains, and his army, who 
were destroyed in the Bed Sea. 
Isa. li. 9—11. 

15. The people in the udldemess'] 
The wild inhabitants of the Arabian 
shore, who stripped and plundered 
the dead bodies of the Egyptians 
which were cast up by the waves of 
the Ked Sea. 

\%. ThouKoti set oU VKe Vwd«v%\ 
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19 Eemember this^ Lord, how the enemy hath 
rebuked : and how the foolish people hath blasphemed 
thy Name. 

20 deliver not the soul of thy turtle-dove unto 
the multitude of the enemies : and forget not the con- 
gregation of the poor for ever. 

21 Look upon the covenant : for all the ear& is 
full of darkness, and cruel habitations. 

22 O let not the simple go away ashamed : but let 
the poor and needy give praise unto thy Name. 

23 Arise, O Goc^ maintain thine own cause : re- 
member how the foolish man blasphemeth Thee daily. 

24 Forget not the voice of thine enemies : the 
presumption of Ihem that hate Thee increaseth ever 
more and mora 



Morning.'] 
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Psalm LXXV. 

OOD THB ONLT SUBS STAT OF A NATION. 

UNTO Thee, O God, do we give thanks : yea, unto 
Thee do we give thanks. 
2 Thy Name also is so nigh : and that do thy 
wondrous works declare. 



Fixed all the boundaries of the 
earth. 

19. The foolit A people] Mean* 
ing as elsewhere (ver. 23), the 
wicked nation, the people that had 
no knowledge or fear of God. 

20. The fOul of thy tnriU-dotfe'] 
The life of thy innocent, defence- 
less, and confiding people. 

21. Zook upon tie covetumfyhc.'] 
Remember the covenant by which 
Thou hast declared Thyself the 
God of thy people Israel, and their 
defence against all their enemies. 
Lev. xxvi. 22 ; for the dark places 
of the land (those parts of the 
oonntry which were overmn and 
occupied by the Chaldwans) are 
ftj] of abodes of vicdenee. 

J8!9. O lei Hot the nmph, &&] 
'O Jet act the omansaed letom 
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ashamed," that is, confounded aft 
the rejection of their humble prayer. 
24*. The preaitmplioti, &c.J **Tbe 
tnmnlt of those that rise up avaiBBt 
Thee increaseth continually.'' 

Fs. LXXV. suits the period of 
alarm and distress which were 
shared by king and people alike 
when Sennacherib came up i^iainst 
Jerusalem, threatening havoc and 
destruction, b.c. 713. See 2 Kings 
xviii. ; 2 Chron. xxxii. ; Isa. uxvL 
Praise is offered to the Lord Jdm- 
vah, as the just and discriminating 
Judge, who will raise up the help* 
less and oppressed that trust im 
Him, but will put down the proid 
and ungodly. 

2. TJ^ Name ttito U to nigh'] 
TliQiA, O Grod, nt cr«et tom ta 
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3 When I receive the congregation : I shall judge 
according unto right. 

4 The earth is weak, and all the inhabiters thereof : 
I bear up the piUars of it. 

5 I said unto the fools, * Deal not so madly * : and 
to the ungodly, * Set not up your horn. 

6 * Set not up your horn on high : and speak not 
with a stiff neck.' 

7 For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor 
from the west : nor yet from the south. 

8 And why 1 God is the Judge : he putteth down 
one, and setteth up another. 

9 For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and 
the wine is red : it is full mixed, and He poureth out 
of the same. 

10 As for the dregs thereof : all the ungodly of the 
earth shaU drink them, and suck them out. 

11 But I will talk of the God of Jacob i and praise 
Him for ever. 



4eflBiid and protect thy people; 
' a very present help in tronble/ 
Ps. ^vi. 1. 

8. When I receive the eongrega- 
liM] To the gratefol address of 
his people, Jehovah replies, When 
I bdd Uie solemn assembly — ^when 
the time for judgment is come — ^I 
will give sentence with justice. Ps. 
UilS. 

4. The earth is weak, &c.] While 
tilie earth Itself seems about to be 
dissolved, and all its inhabitants 
an utterly powerless, the Lord 
akme insteins the world on its 
foundations. 

5. I$aidtmtothefool9,kc,'] In 
tiieee words the Psalmist, speaking 
in behalf of the people, and con- 
fiding in ^e promise of Jehovah, 
addresses their proud invaders. 

6. Set not up your horn, &&] Do 
not arnwantlv exalt vonnelvea as 
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if already secure of victory. See 
Isa. zxivii. 10 — 13. 

7. For promotion eometh, &c.] 
It is not to human allies from any 
ouarter that the Israelites looked 
for deliverance, but to the all- 
righteous, all-powerful God of hea- 
ven, on whose protection they could 
seeurdy rely. 

9. In the hand of the Lord, Sec.] 
The Lord gives their respective 
portions to the several nations; 
either the cup of prosperity and 
blessing, or as hwe, the cup of 
judgment and woe. Iri. li. 17. 

— It is full mixed] Wine was 
very commonly mixed with spices 
to make it stronger. 

10. The dreg* thereof! The un- 
godly shall be condemned to drain 
the bitterest portion of the cup of 
affliction, even to the last dro^. 



Day 15. 



PSALM LXXVI. 



12 All the horns of the ungodly also will I break : 
and the horns of the righteous shall be exalted. 

Psalm LXXVI. 

NATIONAL THANKSOIYING FOB VICTOBT. 

IN Jewry is God known : his Name is great in 
IsraeL 

2 At Salem is his tabernacle : and his dwelling 
in Sion. 

3 There brake He the arrows of the bow : the 
shield, the sword, and the battle. 

4 Thou art of more honour and might : than the 
hills of the robbers. 

5 The proud are robbed, they have slept their sleep : 
and all the men whose hands were mighty have found 
nothing. 

6 At thy rebuke, God of Jacob : both the chariot 
and horse are fallen. 

7 Thou, even Thou art to be feared : and who may 
stand in thy sight when Thou art angry ? 

8 . Thou didst cause thy judgment to be heard fix)m 
heaven : the earth trembled, and was still, 



Pt. LXXVI. is sapposed to have 
been written and imng in celebra- 
tion of the deliyerance of Jenualexn 
by the miracnlons destrnction of 
Sennacherib's army, B.C. 710. See 
3 Kings xix. 36, and Isa. zzxvi. 
xzxvii. 

1. Jgwry] Jndah. John vii. 1. 

2. Sal^m] Salem, which means 
** Peace," was the original name of 
Jerusalem, the 'vision of peace.' 
Gen. xiv. 18. 

8. There brake He, &c.] The 
allusion is, probably, to the utter 
overthrow and destruction of the 
As^rian army which came up 
against Mount Sion. 2 Kings xix. 

4. Thou art of more honwrfh^^ 
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Thou, Jehovah, art mightier than 
the strongholds of the invad ora 
or, it may be, than the robber-chiefs 
themselves. 

5. The proud are robbed] «*The 
stout-hearted are spoiled; they 
sleep the sleep of death. 

— And all the men, &c.] ** And 
none of the men of might have 
found their hands ; " in other words, 
The mighty have become powerlen. 

6. The eharioi and horte are 
fatten^ &c.] If the description re- 
fers to the destruction of Sennache^ 
rib's army bv the angel of God, 
nothing can be more graphic than 
the Bible Version, ''Both the 
chariot and horse are cast into a 
deep sleep." 



PSALM LXXVII. 



Day 15. 



9 When €rod arose to judgment : and to help all 
the meek upon earth. 

10 The fierceness of man shall turn to thy praise : 
and the fierceness of them shalt Thou refrain. 

11 Promise unto the Lord your God, and keep it, 
all ye that are round ahout Him : hring presents unto 
Him that ought to he feared. 

12 He shall refrain the spirit of princes : and is 
wonderful among the kings of the earth. 

Psalm LXXVII. 

PAST MBB0IE8 A SOURCE OF COMFORT IN AFFLICTION. 

I WILL cry unto Grod with my voice : even unto 
God will I cry with my voice, and He shall hearken 
unto me. 

2 In the time of my trouble I sought the Lord : 
my sore ran, and ceased not in the night-season ; my 
soul refused comfort 

3 When I am in heaviness, I will think upon God : 
when my heart is vexed, I will complain. 

4 Thou holdest mine eyes waking : I am so feeble, 
that I cannot speak. 



10. The Jierceness of man, &c.] 
The angnr passioiu of men, con- 
trolled and -directed by Thee, shall 
become the means of promoting 
thy fflonr, and what remaineth of 
wrath Thoa shalt restrain. See 
laa. zxiTii. 20. 

11. PromUe unto the Lord^ &c.] 
Make your vows unto Jehovah and 
perform them. Deut. ToCm. 2 1 . The 
ooonsel is addressed to all that are 
round tdwut Him — ^that is, to the 
people of Israel, who were in cove- 
nant with Gk)d. 

12. He thaU refrain'] * He will 
snbdne the spirit of princes ; He is 
to be feared by the kings of the 
tturth.' 

Pft. LXXVIL is of uncertain 
date, but contains a fountain of rich 
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consolation (namely, the experience 
or memory of God's loving-kind- 
ness and mercy) for all who are 
overwhelmed with grief or dis- 
quieted with doubts. 

1. / will cry unto Ood, &c.] The 
Bible Version is in the past tense. 
** T cried unto the Lord with my 
voice, even unto God with my voice ; 
and He gave ear unto me.'* 

2. My tore ran] Anguish of 
heart is compared to a festering 
wound or ulcer, but the meaning 
seems to be^ My hand was stretched 
out incessantly in prayer. 

S. / will think upon God, &c.] 
*'I remembered God, and was 
troubled : I complained (t.^ . utter- 
ed my plaint), and mv spirit was 
overwhelmed. See Job xzxv. 10. 

4. J%ou holdeti mine eye*, &c.] 
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5 I have considered the days of old : and the years 
that are past 

6 I call to remembrance my song : and in the night 
I commune with mine own hearty and search out my 
spirits. 

7 Will the Lord absent Himself for ever : and will 
He be no more intreated 1 

8 Is his mercy clean gone for ever : and ia his 
promise come utterly to an end for evermore ? 

9 Hath Grod forgotten to be gracious : and will He 
shut up his loving-kindness in displeasure ? 

10 And I said, It is mine own infirmity : but I will 
remember the years of the right hand of the most 
Highest 

11 I will remember the works of the Lord : and 
call to mind thy wonders of old time. 

12 1 will think also of all thy works : and my talk- 
ing shall be of thy doings. 

13 Thy way, Grod, is holy : who is so great a God 
as our God ? 

14 Thou art the Grod that doeth wonders : and hast 
declared thy power among the people. 

15 Thou hast mightily delivered thy people : even 
the sons of Jacob and Joseph. 

16 The waters saw Thee, O God, the waters saw 
Thee, and were afraid : the depths also were troubled. 



Thoa didst keep mine eves from 
sleep: I was so troabied that I 
oooM not speak. 

0. Mv tona, &c.] The verse is 
better divided in the Bible Version, 
where the first clause is, *' I call to 
remembrance my song in the night.** 
My »<mg is the song of pndse which 
I once sang for benefits conferred 
in former days. See Job xxxv. 10. 

— Search out my soirits] Ex- 
amine my secret thongnts and feel- 
/oe», — search into ray very soul. 
Z ^£ten^ BifMelA &oJ See ?8. 
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Ixxiv. 1. The Bible Version is, 
« Will the Lord cast off for ever ? " 

10. The years of the right hand, 
&c.] The years wherein Jehovah 
manifested the victorious strenuth 
of his right hand in the frequent 
deliverance of his people. Compare 
vv. 6, 11, 15. 

12. My talking thatt be, &c.] 
Compare Deut. vi. 7. 

14. ThepeopW] That is, the aor- 
rounding nations. 

15 — 20] These verses plainly 
refer to lVi<ft si^na tund wonders 
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17 The clouds poured out water, the air thundered : 
and thine arrows went ahroad. 

18 The voice of thy thunder was heard round about : 
the lightnings shone upon the ground ; the earth was 
moyeol, and shook withaL 

19 Thy way is in the sea, and thy paths in the great 
waters : and thy footsteps are not known. 

20 Thou leddest thy people like sheep : by the hand 
of Moses and Aaron. 



S90MMff»j 
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qod's miqhtt works fob his people of old. 

HEAE my law, O my people : incline your ears 
unto the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable : I will declare 
hard sentences of old ; 

3 Which we have heard and known : and such as 
our fathers have told us ; 

4 That we should not hide them from the children 
of the generations to come : but to shew the honour 
of the Lord, his mighty and wonderful works that He 
hath done. 



wrought by God in Egypt for the 
d^verance of his chosen people. 
Ck>inpare Exod. ix. 22—25. 

18. Bound ahoiU] or. In the 
whirlwind. 

-..- Shone upon the ffround] 
" Lightened the world." 

Ps. LXXVrn. was written by 
Anph the Seer, who lived in the 
time of David. It contains a sam- 
mary of God's miraculoas dealings 
with his people, from the time of 
Hoses; and its main oUect is to 
warn Israel not to provoke a fresh 
judgment, by a fresh rebellion and 
apcwtasy. 

2. I will declare hard 9entence$ 
of old! I will utter wise sentences 



from of old ; that is, lessons from 
Jewish history, which were written 
for the instruction and warning of 
all future generatious. The events 
narrated were types or examples of 
things which were to happen in 
later ages of the Church ; and as 
these dealings of God with'liis an- 
cient people conveyed instructions 
which it required wisdom and saga- 
city to extract and apply to later 
times and circumstances, they had 
the character of parables. The 
words are quoted by the Evangelist 
St. Matthew as receiving a more 
exact fulfilment in the parables of 
our Saviour. See Matt. xiii. S5 ; 
Mark iv. 88, 34. 
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5 He made a covenant with Jacob, and gave Israel 
a law : which He commanded our forefaathers to teach 
their children ; 

6 That their posterity might know it : and the chil- 
dren which were yet unborn ; 

7 To the intent that when they came np : they 
might shew their children the same ; 

8 That they might put their trust in God : and not 
to forget the works of God, but to- keep his command- 
ments ; 

9 And not to be as their forefathers, a Mthless and 
stubborn generation : a generation that set not their 
heart aright, and whose spirit cleaveth not sted&stly 
unto Gk)d ; 

10 Like as the children of Ephraim : who being 
harnessed, and carrying bows, turned themselves back 
in the day of battle. 

11 They kept not the covenant of Grod : and would 
not walk in his law ; 

12 But forgat what He had done : and the wonder- 
ful works that He had shewed for them. 

13 Marvellous things did He in the sight of our 
forefathers in the land of Egypt : even in the field 
of Zoan. 

14 He divided the sea, and let them go through : 
He made the waters to stand on an heap. 



5. To teach their children, &c.] 
Referring to the commandments 
and statutes which he had given to 
the Jews, Moses enjoins as follows; 
* Thou shalt teach them diligently 
onto thy children^ and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine 
hoose^ and when thou walkest by 
the wav, and when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up.' Deut. 
'vL 7, and id. 10. 

10. Like as the children of J^A- 
rmm) Ephraim, the principal tnbe, 
is here pat for the whole of Israel; 
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and the charge against the people 
is, that they shrunk from executing 
the commands of Jehovah, and, like 
well-armed warriors flying in fear 
from the enemy, deserted the post 
which the Almighty, had assi^ied 
to them. 

IS.TheJieldofZoan'] Zoan was 
one of the oldest cities of Lower 
Egypt. Numb. xiii. 22. It was 
also one of the principal capitals of 
the Pharaohs. Isa. xix. 11, 13; 
XXX. 4. 
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Id In the day-time also He led them with a cloud : 
and all the night through with a light of fire. 

16 He clave the hard rocks in the wilderness : and 
gave them drink thereof^ as it had been out of the 
great depth. 

17 He brought waters out of the stony rock : so 
that it gushed out like the rivers. 

18 Yet for all this they sinned more against Him : 
and provoked the most Highest in the wilderness. 

19 They tempted God in their hearts : and required 
meat for their lust 

20 They spake against God also, saying : 'Shall 
God prepare a table in the wilderness ? 

21 He smote the stony rock indeed, that the water 
gushed out, and the streams flowed withal : but 
can He give bread also, or provide flesh for his 
people?' 

22 When the Lord heard this. He was wroth : so 
the fire was kindled in Jacob, and there came up heavy 
displeasure against Israel ; 

23 Because they believed not in God : and put not 
their trust in his help. 

24 jSo He commanded the clouds above : and 
opened the doors of heaven. 



14 — 64] For the historical events 
which are commemorated in these 
▼erseSfthe reader is referred to Exod. 
vii. xvii ; Numb. xi. xvi. xx. xxi 
XXV. ; and Dent. viii. ix. 

16. The great depth'] In more 
modem English, The (preat deep; 
that is, the ocean. 

17. Waters off4 of the ttony rock] 
The rock is a type of Christ, who 
was smitten for ns, and the gashing 
waters, of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. ' They drank of that spiritual 
rock that followed them, and that 
rock was Christ.* 1 Cor. x. 4. 

1 9. Required meat for their luef] 
Meatf in the langunge of Scrip* 
tarcv meana not Hesh, but food in 
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general. The offence of the faith- 
less Israelites was, that instead of 
trusting in Jehovah to provide for 
their wants, they demanded the ' 

Jiarticalar food which they had a 
ancy for. 

20. Prepare a table, &c.] "Fur- 
nish a table ;'* that is, provide food. 
Pa. xxiii. 6. The question was 
asked in a scornful spirit of unbe- 
lief, notwithstanding the many mi- 
racles which they had witnessed. 
The reader will be reminded of the 
miracle by which our Lord fed vast 
multitudes 'in a desert place.' 
Mark viii. 1 ; Luke ix. 12. 

22. So the fire was kindled in 
Jacob'\ IVltjAi Sa, ^oS % Vscj \^^'c»«' 
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25 He rained down manna ako upon them for to 
eat : and gave them food from heaven. 

26 So man did eat angels* food : for He sent them 
meat enough. 

27 He caused the east wind to blow under heaven : 
and through his power he brought in the south-west 
wind. 

28 He rained flesh upon them as thick as dust : and 
feathered fowls like as iiie sand of the se& 

29 He let it Mi among their tents : even round 
about their habitation, 

30 So they did eat, and were well filled ; for He 
gave them their own desire : they were not disap- 
pointed of their lust. 

31 3ut while the meat was yet in their mouths, the 
heavy wrath of God came upon them, and slew the 
wealthiest of them : yea, and smote down the chosen 
men that were in Israel 

32 But for all this they sinned yet more : and 
believed not his wondrous works. 

33 Therefore their days did He consume in vanity : 
and their years in trouble. 

34 When He slew them, they sought Him : and 
turned them early, and enquired after God. 

35 And they remembered that God was their 
strength : and that the high Grod was their Bedeemer. 



tion was excited agrain<«t his peo)^. 
< The anger of the Lord waa kindled 
greatly.' Numb. xi. 10. 

25. Food from heaven] "The 
com of heaven." 

26. AngeU foodX The manna 
which was rained down upon the 
Israelites, is shown by our Lord 
himself to b(* a type of Him who 
was the true bread which came 
down from heayen. See John vi. 
31-85,48— 5L 

— Meatenoughl Food to the full. 
31. Thewetdthteei] ITie strong 



in the Litany we pray for ddivfi^ 
ance 'in all time of our weaUV 
Sep Ps. Ixix. 23, and note. 

31. The ohoten men] The picked 
or choice youths^ 

33. Their days did He consnmB tH 
vanUvy &c.] That is, in weary 
marches backwards and forwards 
in the wilderness, during a spwe of 
forty years, and in vain longiiigs to 
enter into the Land of Promise. 

34. When He dew them, fte.] 
God's severe judgments produced a 
short repentance. Numb. xxi. 6, 7. 



ent and roost vigorous. Jfeaffh is — Early] Or, as we now layt, 

the old word for well-being ; thus 1 earnestly. 
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36 Nevertheless, they did but flatter Hun with their 
mouth : and dissembled with Kim in their tongue. 

87 For their heart was not whole with Him : neither 
continued they stedfast in his covenant. 

38 But He was so merciful, that He foi^ve their 
misdeeds : and destroyed them not. 

39 Yea, many a time turned He his wrath away : 
and would not suffer his whole displeasure to arise. 

40 For He considered that they were but flesh : and 
that they were even a wind that passeth away, and 
Cometh not again. 

41 Many a time did they provoke Him in the 
wilderness : and grieved Him in the desert. 

42 They turned back, and tempted God : and moved 
the Holy One in Israel 

43 They thought not of his hand : and of the day 
when He delivered them from the hand of the enemy ; 

44 How He had wrought his miracles in Egypt : 
and his wonders in the field of Zoan. 

45 He turned their waters into blood : so that they 
might not drink of the rivers. 

46 He sent I lice among them, and devoured them 
np : and frogsto destroy them. 

47 He gave their fruit unto the caterpillar : and 
th^ labour unto the grasshopper. 

A8 He destroyed their vines with hail-stones : and 
tMir mulberry-trees with the frost. 

49 He smote their cattle also with hail-stones : and 
their flocks with hot thunder-bolts. 

50 He cast upon them the furiousness of his wrath, 



36. Dissembled, &c.] «*Lied 
onto Him." Played the hypocrite. 

4fi. Were bfUflesh'] Mere frail 
md mortal men. Compare Isa.xl. 6. 
4<2. They fumed back, and tempted 
God^ Ijiey returned a^rain and 
again to m sins and unbelief by 
which they provoked God*s anger. 

— AndmotedT^ Or perhaps di»- 
hoBonred Him. 
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45. Their waieraX The Pralroist 
turns now from God's merciful for- 
bearance to the Israelites, to speak 
of his judgments upon the E^ryp- 
tians, — on their rivers, their fields, 
their cattle, &c.] 

4n. Thegra»9hopper'\ "Thelo- 
coat.** See Ifixod.x. 1S~-15, for an 
account of the plague of locusts. 

48. Their mulberry-trees^ Pro^ 
1.2 
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anger, displeasure, and trouble : and sent evil angels 
among them. 

51 He iiKde a way to his indignation, and spared 
not their soul from death : but gave their life over 
to the pestilence ; 

52 And smote all the first-bom in Egypt : the most 
principal and mightiest in the dwellings of Ham. 

53 But as for his own people, He led them forth 
like sheep : and carried them in the wilderness like 
a flock. 

54 He brought them out safely, that they should not 
fear ; and overwhelmed their enemies with the sea. 

55 And brought them within the borders of his 
sanctuary : even to his mountain which He purchased 
with his right hand. 

56 He cast out the heathen also before them : caused 
their land to be divided among them for an heritage, 
and made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents. 

57 So they tempted, and displeased the most high 
God : ana kept not his testimonies ; 

58 But turned their backs, and fell away like their 
forefathers : starting aside like a broken bow. 

59 For they grieved Him with their hill-altars : and 
provoked Him to displeasure with their images. 



perly, as in Bible Version, ** their 
sycamore trees." 

50. Evil angels'] Not bad angels, 
but angels to execute his chastise- 
ments on the wicked and rebellious. 
Some think that by evil angels are 
meant tlie various plagues and judg- 
ments which were the means and 
instruments of God*s vengeance. 

b\. He made a way, &c. J That is, 
He gave free course to his wrath. 
. 52. Thenu)stpnucwal,&e.] *'The 
chief of their strengtn in the taber- 
nacles of Ham." Egypt is called 
the land of Ham, because it was 
peopled by the descendants of Ham, 
Noah's second son. F8.cv. 23,27; 
fivi. 22, 
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bS.CarriedlhemY Guided them." 

55. His sanctuary] The Holy 
Land, in which his sanctuary was 
established. 

56. For an kerifage"] For the 
division of Canaan among the tribes 
of Israel, see Joshua xiii. 7 ; xix. 61. 

57. So (hey tempted] " Yet they 
tempted." They went on tempting 
God. 

58. A broken bow] A faulty bow 
that swerves and baulks the aim ci 
the marksman. 

59. Hill-aUart] Altars set upon 
high places for the worship of their 
idols. Refer to Jer. xvii. 2 ; Esek. 
xz. 28. 
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60 When God heard this, He was wroth : and took 
sore displeasure at Israel. 

61 So that He forsook the tabernacle in Silo : even 
the tent that He had pitched among men. 

62 He dehvered their power into captivity : and 
their beauty into the enemy's hand. 

63 He gave his pex)ple over also unto the sword : 
and was wroth with his inheritance. 

64 The fire consumed their young men : and their 
maidens were not given to marriage. 

65 Their priests were slain with the sword : and 
there were no widows to make lamentation. 

66 So the Lord awaked as one out of sleep : and 
like a giant refreshed with wina 

67 He smote his enemies in the hinder parts : and 
put them to a perpetual shame. 

68 He refused the tabernacle of Joseph : and chose 
not the tribe of Ephraim ; 

69 But chose the tribe of Judah : even the hill of 
Sion which He loved. 

70 And there He built his temple on high : and 



61. Tke tabernacle in Silo] God 
in his anffcr permitted his ark, 
wfaidi had oeen established at Shi- 
loh, to be captared by the Philis- 
tmes. 1 Sam. iv. 3-— 11. 'Bat 
go ye now ooto my place which 
was in Shiloh, where I set my name 
at the first, and see what I did to it 
for the wickedness of my people 
InraeL' Jer. vii. 12. 

62. Their power... their beauty] 
The ark,tlie syrobol of Divinepower 
and- glory, is meant. 

64. TAeJire] The flames of war, 
the fire of battle. Compare Dent, 
xxxii. 22. 

— Were not given to marriage] 
Or, were not praised in bridal songs. 

66. Their priest* were ilain] Al- 
Inding, perhaps, to the deatti of 
Hoplmi and Phinehas, the sons of 
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Eli, and probably also to other 
priests, who were slain at the time 
when the ark was taken by the 
Philistines. 1 Sam. iv. 11. 

There were no widowt^^^] *'their 
widows made no lamentation." 

67> He tmote hie enemies, &c.] 
Or, He drove back his enemies. 
The allusion is probably to the ig- 
nominious defeat of the Philistines, 
as described 1 Sam. vii. 10 — 14. 

68, 69. He refused the tabernacle 
of Joseph f &c.] The precedency 
was transferred from Ephraim to 
Judah. When the ark was brought 
up from Kirjath-Jearim, where it 
had been kept by the PhiUstines for 
100 vears, it was not taken to 
Shiloh, in the tribe of Ephraim, 
but to Mount Zion. 1 Sanu vi. 21 ; 
1 Chron. xv. 26—29. 



Day 16. 



PSALM LXXIX. 



laid the foundation of it like the ground which He 
hath made continually. 

71 Ha choee David also his servant : and took him 
away from the sheep-folds. 

72 As he was following the ewes great with young 
ones He took him : that he might feed Jacob his 
people, and Israel his inheritance. 

73 So he fed them with a Mthful and true heart : 
and ruled them prudently with all his power. 



Morning.] 



Psalm LXXIX. 



[Day 1«. 



▲ peoflb's lambntation and ort fob hblp. 

OGOD, the heathen are come into thine inherit- 
ance : thy holy temple have they defiled, and 
made Jerusalem an heap of stones. 

2 The dead bodies of thy servants have they given 
to be meat unto the fowls of the air : and the flesh of 
thy saints unto the beasts of the land. 

3 Their blood have they shed like water on every 
side of Jerusalem : and there was no man to bury them. 

4 We are become an open shame to our enemies : 
a very scorn and derision unto them that are round 
about us. 

5 Lord, how long wilt Thou be angry : shall thy 
jealousy bum like fire for ever 1 



'JO.HaihmadgeoHtmuoUy] Hath 
fixed on a aeonre foundatioa, m as 
ioe&iUiuus or stand for ever. Psalm 
xlviii. 7. When the headsliip of 
the tribes of Israel was taken from 
E^hraim and given to Judah, God 
decreed thai instead of the move* 
able tabernacle of Shiloh, a glori- 
ous temple should be erected on 
Mount 2Uif n, as the permanent rest> 
iag place of the ark. Eor the ac- 
count of the building of the Temple 
see 1 Kings vi. 

71. He chote David, &c] See 
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1 Sam. xvi. 11, 13 ; 2 Sam. vii. 8. 
73. And ruled them prudenikf] 
* Tea, He guided them with a ttkilfiu 
hand.' 

Ps. LXXIX. refers to the same 
national disasters as the seventy- 
fourth ; the invasion of the Chal- 
deans, the capture of Jerusalem; 
and the deseeretion and deetmction 
of the Temple. 

1. Thine inkeritaitee'] The land 
of Canaan, which was allotted by 
God as an inheritance to his people. 
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6 Pour out thine indignation upon the heathen that 
have not known Thee : and upon the kingdoms that 
have not called upon thy Name. 

7 For they have devoured Jacob : and laid waste 
his dwelling-place. 

8 remember not our old sins, but have mercy upon 
us, and that soon : for we are come to great misery. 

9 Help us, O Grod of our salvation, for the glory of 
thy Kame : deliver us, and be merciful unto our 
sins, for thy Name's sake. 

10 Wherefore do the heathen say : 'Where is now 
their God 1 ' 

11 O let the vengeance of thy servants' blood that is 
shed : be openly shewed upon the heathen in our sight. 

12 let the sorrowftd sighing of the prisoners come 
before Thee : according to the greatness of thy power, 
preserve Thou those that are appointed to die. 

13 And for the blasphemy wherewith our neighbours 
have blasphemed Thee : reward Thou them, Lord, 
seven-fold into their bosom, 

14 So we, that are thy people, and sheep of thy 
pasture, shall give Thee thanks for ever : and will 



6. Pour out thine tndiffnaiion, 
&e.] God's jndfnneiits are here in- 
Tcked, not against all brnthen nA- 
tions generally, but upon thoMe 
which, defying his power, hftd 
carried on a deKolating war against 
his people Israel. Verses 6 and 7 
are fonnd almost word for word in 
Jer. X. 26. 

8. Our old sins] That is, the ini- 
quities of onr forefathers, as well 
as our own in past times. In like 
muiner we pray in the Litany, 
' Remember not, tiord, onr offences, 
nor the offences of onr forefathers.* 

10. Wherefore do the heaiken say y 
ftc] The prophet Joel, cslling the 
people to repentance, bids them 

Clead with God not to suffer the 
eathen to rale over them, and so 
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give them occasion to ask reproach- 
fnlly. " Where is now yonr God P ** 
?s. xlii. 3; Joel ii. 17. 

12. (y^Atfj»n>o/r«-*] The Israel- 
ites were at this time groaning 
heneath the hard rule of their 
Chaldean invaders, and were, it may 
be said, in bondage to them. For 
the barbarous treatment to which 
they were subjected, see Lam. t. 
12, 13. 

-^Appointed to die"] Doomed, or 
given over to death. 

18. Reward Thou theniy &c.] Re- 
pay them manifold the reproached 
they have cast upon Thee ; as when 
they tauntingly asked, " Where is 
their GodP" ver. 10. See Lam. 
iii. 64. 
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alway be shewing forth thy piaise from generation to 
generation. 

Psalm LXXX. 

THE VINE TRANSPLANTBD FROM EOTFT. 

HEAE^ O Thou Shepherd of Israel, Thou that 
leadest Joseph like a sheep : shew thyself also. 
Thou that sittest upon the cherabims. 

2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasses : stir 
up thy strength, and come and help us. 

3 Turn us again, O God : shew the light of thy 
countenance, and we shall be whole. 

4 Lord Grod of hosts : how long wilt Thou be 
angry with thy people that prayeth 1 

5 Thou feedest them with the bread of tears : and 
givest them plenteousness of tears to drink. 

6 Thou hast made us a very strife unto our neigh- 
bours : and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 



Fs. LXXX. was written probably 
after the captivity of the ten tribes. 
Note the prayer thrice repeated, 
* Tnm us again/ or more correctly, 
Bestore us, at vt. 3, 7, 19. The 
whole Psaira is an earnest prayer 
for the restoration of God's fa- 
Tour to his suffering and persecuted 
people ; whose past priTilef^es and 
present desolation are described 
under the figure of a vine, fence- 
less and open to the ravages of the 
beasts of the field. 

I. Thou Shepherd of Israel] 
The benediction of the dying JacoD 
on his son Joseph seems here al- 
luded to. See Gen. xlix. 24. 

— Thou that leadest Joseph^ &c.] 
Thou that leadest the Israelites, de- 
scendants of Joseph, like a flock 
of sheep. 

— Shew %w{^« Shine forth.** 

— Thou that sittest upon the 
eherubinui] " Thou that dwellest be- 
tween the chembims.*' The Cheru- 
bin were winged fifmres placed on 
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each end of the " mer<7-8eat ** — 
which was the covering of the ark 
— ^with their wings outspread, and 
their faces tnmeil to each other, 
looking down towards the ark. Be- 
tween them and over the mercy- 
seat Jehovah vouchsafed his pre- 
sence in an especial manner, and 
so He is said to dwell between the 
cherubims. Exod. xxv. 22 ; Numb, 
vii. 89; 2 Sam. vi. 2; 2 Kinga 
xix. 16 : Fs. xcix. 1. 

2. Before Ephratnif &c.] Li the 
order of inarch through the wilder- 
ness, these three tribes followed 
next after the Ark, Numb. ii. 18— 
22; and the prayer is, that Ood 
will manifest his presence in like 
manner now, to confound their ene- 
mies, and deliver his own people. 

5. The bread of tears, &c.] The 
same figure is used Ps. xtii. 3, ''My 
tears have been my. meat day and 
night." 

6. A very strife] A canse oi 
contention. 
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7 Turn us again. Thou God of hosts : shew the 
light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole. 

8 Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt : Thou 
hast cast out the heathen, and planted it. 

9 Thou madest room for it : and when it had taken 
root it filled the land. 

10 The hills were covered with the shadow of it : 
and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedar-trees. 

11 She stretched out her branches unto the sea : 
and her boughs unto the river. 

12 Why hast Thou then broken down her hedge : 
that all they that go by pluck off her grapes 1 

13 The wild boar out of the wood doth root it up : 
and the wild beasts of the field devour it. 

14 Turn Thee again, Thou God of hosts ; look down 
from heaven : behold, and visit this vine ; 

15 And the place of the vineyard that thy right hand 
hath planted : and the branch that Thou madest so 
strong for thyself 

16 It is burnt with fire, and cut down : and they 
shall perish at the rebuke of thy countenance. 



8. A vine out of Egyp{\ The 
people of Israel, in this Psalm, are 
beaatifally compared with a luxn- 
riant and spreading vine, trans- 
planted from Egypt to Palestine. 
The vine which Ood planted in 
Canaan is a type of the Christian 
Church. Compare Isa. v. 1 — 7. 

9. Madesf room for if} Clearedst 
ground for it. 

11. Her branches unto the sea, 
&c.] The kingdom of Israel, in the 
reign of Solomon, extended from 
the river Euphrates to the Medi- 
terranean Sea. 

13. The unld boar, &c.] The 
* wild boar,* and the * wild beasts,* 
are the fierce enemies of Israel; 
the Assyrians, Babylonians, Egyp- 
tians, &c. Under this image, too, 
are foreshowo the furious assaults 
to which the Christian Church in 
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after ages would be exposed from 
its enemies and persecutors. 

15. The place of the vineyard, 
&c.] Kather, — ^Even the plant or 
stock which thy right hand hath 
planted. 

— The branch"] In Hebrew, — 
The Son. The Branch of the 
heavenly vine may refer to the 
familv of David, the anointed kings 
and leaders of God's people; but 
it must surely point to that Son of 
David who is frequently foretold 
by the prophets nnder the image 
of a Branch. Isa. xi. 1; Jer. 
xxxiii. 5. 

16. They shall perish] They, 
thy people, — the plant and branches 
of the true vme will perish, unless 
thy hand be stretched forth to de- 
fend and save them. 
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17 Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right 
hand : and upon the son of man, whom Thou madest 
so strong for iJiine own selC 

18 And so will not we go back from Thee : O let 
us live, and we shall call upon thy Name. 

19 Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts : shew the 
light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole. 



Psalm LXXXL 

G0D*8 EXPOSTULATION WITH HIS FBOFLB. 

SING we merrily unto Grod our strength : make a 
cheerftd noise unto the God of Jacob. 

2 Take the psalm, bring hither the tabret : the 
merry harp with the lute. 

3 Blow up the trumpet in the new moon : even in 
the time appointed, and upon our solemn feast-day. 

4 For this was made a statute for Israel : and a law 
of the God of Jacob. 

5 This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony : when 
he came out of the land of Egypt, and had heard a 
strange language. 



17. The man of thy right hand 
and the Son of man denote the 
same Person as The Branchy ▼. 16 ; 
and make it more elear that all 
these descriptions refer, in a spiri- 
tual and prophetical sense, to the 
Messiah t that * Son of man, who 
sitteth at the right hand of God.' 

18. fFiU not we go backf ttc.] 
Will not we any more turn aside 
from the worship of Jehovah to 
serve the false gods of the heathen. 

In Fs. LXXXI. the people are 
exhorted to oelebrate oneof their na- 
tional lestivab — probably either the 
passover, or the feast of trumpets 
(Lev. xxxiii. 24*) — with songs and 
mosical instruments, in accordance 
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with the law given them by Moaet. 
The Almighty reminds the Israelites 
of the wonders whidi he had wrought 
for them in the old time, reproves 
them for their ingratitude, and |»e- 
tnres the happy condition which 
they would have attained had they 
continued steadfast in the way of 
his commandments. 

3. Blow ftp thetrumpety ftc.] By 
the requirement of the Jewish law, 
solemn feasts, and new moons, were 
to be ushered in by the sound of the 
trumpet. See Numb. x. %. 

5. In Joseph"] For the children 
or descendants of Joseph. 

— For a festimong, &c.] As an 
evidence and memorial of God's 
mercy. 
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6 * I eased his shoulder £rom the harden : and his 
liands were delivered from making the pots. 

7 Thou calledst upon me in troubles, and I delivered 
thee : and heard thee what time as the storm fell upon 
thee. 

8 I proved thee also : at the waters of strife. 

9 Hear, my people, and I will assure thee, 
Israel : if thou wilt hearken unto me, 

10 There shall no strange God be in thee : neither 
shalt thou worship any other god. 

. 1 1 I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt : open thy mouth wide, and I shall 
fill it. 

12 But my people would not hear my voice : and 
Israel would not obey me. 

13 So I gave them up unto their own hearts' lusts : 
and let them follow their own imaginations. 

14 that my people would have hearkened unto me : 
for if Israel had walked in my ways, 

15 I should soon have put down their enemies : and 
turned my hand against their adversaries. 

16 The haters of the Lord should have been found 
liars : but their time should have endured for ever. 



6. I eased ku shoidderfrcm the 
htrdeti] In these words, to the end 
of the Psalm, Jehoyah the Lord 
hirasalf speaks. 

7. And heard thee what time at 
the storm fell upon ihee^ " I an« 
twered tiuie in the secret place of 
thnnder ; " or, under eover of the 
thunder doad. See Ps. xviii. 11. 
Tlie allusion may he to the voice of 
Jehorah from the cloudy pillar, or 
to the commandments which He 
gave from the midst of the thick 
darkness on Mount Sinai. See 
Exod. xz. 18, 19, and Ps. xcix. 7: 
* He spake unto them out of the 
doudy pillar.' 

8. The wafers of strife'] or. The 
waters of Herihah, anamesii^ifying 
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strife ; where the people, suffering 
from thirst, and finding no water, 
hroke out into impatient complaints 
against Moses. See Exod. xvii. 2. 

10. No strange god] No idol 
such as foreign nations worshipped. 
Dent, xxxii. 12 ; Isa. xliii. 12. 

11. ShaU Jill if] Will abun- 
dantly supply all that thou canst 
desire. 

16. Should have heen found liars'] 
** Should have submitted themselves 
unto Him ; " or should feign sub- 
mission. Dent, xxxiii. 29 ; Ps. 
Ixvi. 2. 

— Their time] That is, the time 
of his own people, the period of 
their prospenty, should have con- 
tinued without interruption. 
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17 He should have fed them also with the finest 
wheat flour : and with honey ont of the stony rock 
should I have satisfied thee.' 



Evening.] 
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GODS ADMONITION TO UNJUST JUDGES. 
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GOD standeth in the congregation of princes : He 
is a Judge among gods. 

2 * How long will ye give wrong judgment : and 
accept the persons of the ungodly ? 

3 Defend the poor and fatherless : see that such as 
are in need and necessity have right 

4 Deliver the outcast and poor : save them from the 
hand of the ungodly.' 

5 They will not be learned nor understand, but walk 
on still in darkness : all the foundations of the earth 
are out of course. 

6 *I have said, Ye are gods : and ye are all the 
children of the most Highest 



17. Honey out of the stony rock, 
&c.] 1 would have bronght not 
water, bat honey, ont of the bare 
rock, to satisfy thy wants. See 
Dent, xxxii. 13 ; 1 Sam. xiv. 25. 

Pa. LXXXIL—The most high 
God is introduced as solemnly warn- 
ing all who exercise authority over 
others, or minister justice, that they 
are responsible to Him, the Great 
Judge of all; and as reminding 
them that, however exalted their 
present position, they must soon 
oe reduced by death to the level of 
the lowest. 

1. TAe congregaiion of princes] 
or. The assembly of tne mighty. 
Compare Isa. iii. 14 : ' The Lord 
will enter into judgment with the 
ancients of his people, and the 
princes thereof.* 
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1. He is a Jutk^e among gods] 
God is Supreme Head over eveiy 
assembly of his people, whoever is 
the earthly president. He pro- 
nonnceth sentence upon the judgra 
and magistrates, who are caUed 
gods, as being God's ministers, and 
as speaking in his name. Isa. iii. 
13. 14. 

2 — 41 These verses contain Gk>d*s 
expostulation and charge. 

5. They toifl not be leamed^^ The 
judges do not seek to acquire a 
knowledge of the law, but are con* 
tent to go on blindly and ignorantly 
in their old corrupt ways. 

— All the fomdaiinns of the 
earth] That is, the pri9ciple6 of law 
and justice, which are the founda- 
tions of all government, are shaken. 

6. I have said, Te are gods] I 
did, indeed, say, Ye are gods ; that 
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like 



one 



7 But ye shall die like men : and fall 
of the princes.' 

8 Arise, God, and judge Thou the earth : for Thou 
shalt take all heathen to thine inheritance. 



Psalm LXXXIII. 

PRATER AGAINST THE CONFEDERATE NATIONS. 

HOLD not thy tongue, God; keep not still 
silence : refrain not thyself God. 

2 For lo, thine enemies make a murmuring : and 
they that hate Thee have lift up their head. 

3 They have imagined craftily against thy people : 
and taken counsel against thy secret ones. 

4 They have said, * Come, and let us root them out, 
that they be no more a people : and that the name of 
Israel may be no more in remembrance.' 

5 For they have cast their heads together with one 
consent : and are confederate against Thee ; 

6 The tabernacles of the Edomites, and the Ismael- 
ites : the Moabites, and Hagarens ; 



is, I have admitted and proclairaed 
your authority and commisidon as 
my representatiYes. 

7. Te shall diCy &c.] Tou are 
not secured against the common lot 
of men, but shall die like others. 

Ps. LXXXUL was probably writ- 
ten during the war of Jehoshaphat, 
\jl Chron. xx. ; Ps. xxvii. 5,) about 
the year B.C. 896, as an appeal to 
God against a powerful combmation 
of enemies. 

2. Make a murmuring^ *' Make 
a tumult.". See Ps. Ixxiv. 3 ; Isa. 
V. SO. 

3. Have imagined craftily] Have 
laid cunning plots. 

— Thy secret ones] Those che- 
rished ones who are kept in safety 
under the cover of thy protection. 
P8..zxvii, 5. 

167 



5. Confederate'] Bound together 
in a covenant or treaty. 

6. The tabernacles y &e.] The ta- 
bernacles, or tents, stand for the 
tribes to which they belonged. 

— The Edomitesy &c.] The Edom- 
ites were descendants of Esau. Gen.* 
XXV. 30. They occupied the moun- 
tainous region to the south of the 
De<(d Sea, and were the bitter ene- 
mies of Israel. 

— The Ismaelites were the de- 
scendants of Ishmael, the son of 
Abraham's bondwoman, and dwelt 
in the desert of Arabia, to the east 
and south-east of the Holy Land. 

— The MoabiteSy whose country 
was to the east of the Dead Sea, 
sprang from Moab, a son of Lot, 
born in sin. 

— The Hagarens came of other 
sons of Hagar. 
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7 Gebal, and AnunQn, and Amalek : the Philifttines, 
with them that dwell at Tyre. 

8 Assur also is joined with them : and have holpen 
the children of Lot. 

9 But do Thou to them as unto the Madianites : 
unto Sisera, and unto Jabin at the brook of Kison ; 

10 Who perished at ikdor : and became as the 
durig of the earth. 

1 1 Make them and their princes like Oreb and Zeb : 
yea, make all their princes like as Zeba and Salmana ; 

12 Who say, * Let us take to ourselves : the houses 
of God in possession.' 

13 my God, make them like unto a wheel : and 
as the stubble before the wind ; 

14 Like as the fire that bumeth np the wood : and 
as the flame that consumeth the mountains. 

15 Persecute them even so with thy tempest : and 
make them afraid with thy storm. 



7. Oebal] FrobHbly a district of 
Idarnaea, the same as is now called 
I)jebRl, but perhaps the country of 
the Giblites, mentioned in Josh, 
xiii. 5. The tribe of Ammonj the 
brother of Moab, inhabited the 
country on tlie eastern borders of 
Ghid and Reuben. Amalek^ the 
grandson of Esau, was the founder 
of the Amalekites, Gen. xxx. 16, 
who dwelt 'in the land of the 
south/ Numb. xiii. 29, between 
Idnmaa and Esrypt-. The prophet 
Amos (i. 6 — 10) denounces God's 
judgments against the PkiUaiines 
and Tyru9 for their hostility to 
Israel. See also Joel iii. 4-— o. 

8. Assur] The Assyrians also 
are joined with them, and become 
allies to the children of Lot, namely 
to the Moabites and Ammonites, 
descendants of Moab and Ammon, 
the incestuous children of Lot. 

9. The Madianites — Sisera^ &c.1 
Eeferto Judges vii. 23—26; and 
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iv. 15— 24. 

10. Entior] This place is not 
named in tlte book of Jodgea, but 
was probably the site of the battle 
which was fought in the valley of 
Kishon. Judges i?. 13. 

— Dnng of ih0 earth'] Whose 
corpses mouldering became as dang 
to manure and fertilise the soil. 

11. Like Oreb and Zeb^kc] Oreb 
and Zeeb, the commanders of the 
Midianites, and Zeba and Zalmnn* 
na, their kings, were defeated and 
slain by Gideon. See Judges fii. 
25; viii. 12— 21. 

12. The homes of Ood] The 
dwellings of the people of God. 

1 3. Make them like unto a wheel] 
Kather, like chaff whirled round by 
the wind. Isa. xviii. 13. 

14. The mountaine] The forerti 
on tl>e mountains' sides. 

15. Persecute them with tkjf 
tempest f &c.l Pursue and overtake 
them with thy fierce judgments. 
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16 Make their faces ashamed, O Lord : that they 
may seek thy Name. 

17 Let them be confoxinded and vexed ever more 
and more : let them be put to shame, and perish. 

18 And they shall know l^at Thou, whose Name is 
Jehovah : art only the most Highest over all the earth. 



Psalm LXXXIV. 

THB BXILB's longing FOB THE HOUS£ OF GOO. 

OHOW amiable are thy dwellings : Thou Lord 
of hosts ! 

2 My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into 
the courts of the Lord : my heart and my flesh rejoice 
in the living God. 

3 Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, and 
the swallow a nest where she may lay her young : even 
thy altars, Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 

4 Blessed are they that dwell in thy house : they 
will be always praising Thee. 

5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in Thee : in 
whose heart are thy ways ; 

6 Who going through the vale of misery use it for a 
well : and the pools are filled with water. 



In Ps. LXXXIV. the loyal and 
ardent affecticHi which the true Is- 
raelite bore to the coarts of the 
Lord's house is described in lan- 
guage of the most touching beauty 
and simplicity. This Psalm, which 
bears a striking resemblance in its 
snlnect and spirit to Psalms xlii. 
xliii. is ascribed to the sons of 
Korah ; and may have been written 
while, with David, they were de- 
prived of the privilege of the Temple 
service, daring the rebellion of 
Absalom. 

1 . ffoto amiable] How lovely is 
thy dwelling-place ; the Temple and 
the m«r(^--8eat. 

5. In whose heart are thy vayi] 
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That is, Who love the waystliat 
lead to thy hoase. 

6, 7 ff^ho going through the vale 
of misery f &c.] Whose journey, 
though it be through a barren and 
thirsty land, becomes to their minds 
pleasant and refreshing (see Isa. 
XXXV. 7) from the thought of the 
home to which it leads — u thought 
wliich gives them daily new strength 
— till at last they are enabled to 
present themselves every one before 
Qod their Lord, in his 'J'eniple at 
Jerusalem. In like manner, blessed 
is the Christian pilgrim who, by 
looking up in faith to Him who is 
gone before, turns the trials and 
afflictions of this vale of tears into 
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7. They will go from strength to strength : and unto 
the God of gods appeareth every one of them in Sion. 

8 Lord Grod of hosts, hear my prayer : hearken, 
God of Jacob. 

9 Behold, O God our defender : and look upon the 
face of thine Anointed. 

10 For one day in thy courts : is better than a 
thousand. 

Ill had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my 
God : than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness. 

12 For the Lord God is a light and defence : the 
Lord will give grace and worship, and no good thing 
shall He withhold from them that live a godly life. 

13 Lord God of hosts ; blessed is the man that 
putteth his trust in Thee. 

Psalm LXXXV. 

TEMPORAL AND ETERNAL REDEMPTION. 

Proper Psalm for Christmas Day, 

LOED, Thou art become gracious unto thy land : 
Thou hast turned away the- captivity of Jacob. 

2 Thou hast foi-given the offence of thy people : 
and covered all their sins. 

3 Thou hast taken away all thy displeasure : and 
turned thyself from thy wrathful indignation. 

4 Turn us then, God our Saviour : and let thine 
anger cease from us. 



the means of spiritual strength and 
comfort. 

10. Belter than a thoftsantf] 
That is, of coarse, tlian a thousand 
days spent elsewhere. 

1 1. Rather be a door-keeper , &c.] 
Rather lie humbly at the outer door 
of Grod's house, than be a pampered 
guest in the house of thd ungodly. 
See Acts iii. 2. 

12. fForshw] Honour and glory. 
See note on r&. iii. 3. 
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?8. LXXXV.-God is earnestly 
entreated for his chosen people in 
consideration of his past mercies 
to them, especially in bringing 
back the captive children of Judah 
to their own land. See Ezra i. ii. 

1. Turtted away the captivity of 
Jacob"] That is, brought back the 
captive sons of Jacob. See £zra 
i. ii. 

4. Turn us, &c.] Turn us to thy 
way^ and restore to us thy favour. 
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5 Wilt Thou be displeased at us for ever : and wilt 
Thou stretch out thy wrath from one generation to 
another ? 

6 Wilt Thou not turn again, and quicken us : that 
thy people may rejoice in Thee ? 

7 Shew us thy mercy, O Lord : and grant us thy 
salvation. 

8 I will hearken what the Lord God will say con- 
cerning me : for He shall speak peace unto 'his .people, 
and to his saints, that they turn not again. 

9 For his salvation is nigh them that fear Him : 
that glory may dwell in our knd. 

10 Mercy and truth are met together 
ness and peace have kissed each other. 

1 1 Truth shall flourish out of the earth 
eousness hath looked down from heaven. 

12 Yea, the Lord shall shew loving-kindness : and 
our land shall give her increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before Him : and He 
shall direct his going in the way. 



righteous- 
and right- 



6. Win Thou stretch out, &c.] 
Wilt Thou extend, or continae thy 
anger, &c. 

6. Wilt Thou not turn again, and 
quicken «*] Wilt Thou not revive 
us again after we have been, in a 
manner, dead through thy displea- 
sure? 

7. Shew V8 thy mercy, &c.l This 
verse supplies the well -Known 
petitions at Morning and Evening 
rrayer : 

* O Lord, show thy mercy upon 
us. 

* And grant us thy salvation.* 

8. That they turn not again"] that 
is, to idolatry and disobedience ; or, 
as in the Bib. Ver. "to folly." 

9. That glory] The light of 



Ood's countenance and favour: 
prophetically, the glorv foretold by 
Haggai ii. 7 — 9 ; the glory as of the 
only-begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. John i. 14<. 

10 — 12. Mercy and truth are met 
together, &c.] This combination of 
God's love and faithfulness may 
apply to certain temporal deliver- 
ances, but was most fully mani- 
fested when the Son of God * be- 
came flesh, and dwelt among us.* 

13. Righteousness shall go before 
Him, &c.] The meanine of this 
difficult verse may probauly be as 
follows : — Rigliteousnesa snail go 
before Uira (Jeliovah), and shall 
make His footsteps a pathway for 
his servants to walk in. 
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Morning,'] 



Psalm LXXXVI. 



PBAT£B IN TROUBLE AKD DiBTRESS. 
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BOW down thine ear, Lord, and hear me : for I 
am poor, and in misery. 

2 Preserve Thou my soid, for I am holy : my God, 
save thy servant that putteth his trust in Thee. 

3 Be merciful unto me, Lord* : for I will call daily 
upon Thee. 

4 Comfort the soul of thy servant : for unto Thee, 
Lord, do I lift up my souL 

5 For Thou, Lord, art good and gracious : and of 
great mercy unto all them that call upon Thee. 

6 Give ear. Lord, unto my prayer : and ponder the 
voice of my humble desires. 

7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon Thee : 
for Thou hearest me. 

8 Among the gods there is none like unto Thee, 
Lord : there is not one that can do as Thou doest 

9 All nations whom Thou hast made shall come and 
worship Thee, Lord : and shall glorify thy nama 

10 For Thou art great^ and doest wondrous things : 
Thou art God alone. 

11 Teach me thy way, Lord, and I will walk in 
thy truth : knit my heart unto Thee, that I may fear 
thy Name. 



Vs. LXXXVL— « A Prayer of 
David " grounded on the assurance 
that God will hear the cry of liis 
true servants in distress. It is, 
therefore, a prayer which may well 
he used by all who put their trust 
in his mercy. The Psalm con- 
tains (vY. 8, 9) an acknowledg- 
ment of God's Almighty Power, 
and a prophecy of the conversion 
of all nations to the true faith. 

2. For I am holy] I am * thy 
servant, as at ver. 16, and cxvi. 16. 
The expression U equivaleut to tliat 
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id Ps. cxix. 94 : * I am thine, O 
save me : ' and means, I am de- 
voted to thy service ; a worshipper 
of Thee, the true Gk)d, not of waj 
of the gods of the heathen. 
6. Ponder] Weigh, consider. 

8. Among the ffoda] Among those 
who are falsely regarded and wor- 
shipped as gods by the heathen. 

9. All ttalionsy &c.] A time ia 
foreseen when all the heathen shall 
enter into his temple, the Christian 
Church, and worship the true 
God. 



PSALM LXXXVII. 



Day 17. 



12 I will tliank Thee, O Lord my God, with all my 
heart : and will praise thy Kame for evermore. 

13 For great is thy mercy toward me : and Thou 
hast dehvered my soul from the nethermost hell. 

14 O God, the proud are risen against me : and tlie 
congregations of natlghty men have sought after my 
soul) and have not set Thee hefore their eyes. 

15 But Thou, O Lord God, art full of compassion 
and mercy : long-suifering, plenteous in goodness and 
truth. 

16 turn Thee then unto me, and have mercy upon 
me : give thy strength unto thy servant, and help the 
son of thine handmaid. 

17 Shew some token upon me for good, that they 
who hate me may see it, and be ashamed : because 
Thou, Lord, hast holpen me, and comforted me. 

Psalm LXXXVII. 

SIGN THE SPIRITUAL BIBTHPLACB OF ALL NATIOKS. 

HER foundations are upon the holy hills : the 
Lord loveth the gates of Sion more than all the 
dwellings of Jacob. 

2 Very excellent things are spoken of thee : thou 
city of God. 

3 I will think upon Rahab and Babylon : with them 
that know me. 



13. From the mthermost hell] 
From the pit beneath; i.e, from 
imminent peril of death. 

1 4. The congregations of naughty 
men] ** The assemblies of violent 
men." 

— ffave sought after my soul] 
Have cou3pired against my life. 

Pa. LXXXVII. is a remarkable 
prophecy of the conversion of the 
Ghntiles to the tnie Religion, «nd 
of their admission into the Church 
of God. 
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1. Her foundations] more pro- 
perly, " His Fonndation ; " mean- 
ing thereby the Temple itself, of 
which Jehovah was the Founder. 

2. Very excellent things^ &c.] 
For the praises of Jerusalem and 
the prophecies of her future glory, 
refer to Isa. xlix. ; Ix. ; Ixii. ; Jtir. 
iii. 14 — 17 ; Ps. cxxii. 

3. / will think upon Rahab and 
Babylon, with them that know me] 
More clearly, *I (the Ix)rd) will 
set down, or record, Egypt and 
Babylon, among those who know 
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4 Behold ye the Philistines also : and they of Tyre, 
with the Morians ; lo, there was he bom. 

5 And of Sion it shall be reported that he was bom 
in her : and the most High shall stablish her. 

6 The Lord shall rehearse it when He writeth up 
the people : that He was bom there. 

7 The singers also and trumpeters shall He rehearse : 
* All my fresh springs shall be in Thee.' 



Psalm LXXXVIII. 

LAMENTATION OF A SORROWFUL AND AFFLICTED SFIRIT. 

Proper Psalm for Good Friday. 

OLOED God of my salvation, I have cried day and 
night before Thee : let my prayer enter into thy 
presence, incline thine ear unto my calling. 

2 For my soul is full of trouble : and my life 
draweth nigh unto hell. 

3 I am counted as one of them that go down into 



me ; * in other words, the Egyp- 
tians and Babylonians shall be 
brought to a knowledge of the 
true God. 

4. Behold ye ike Philistines also, 
&e.] The Philistine, the Tyrian, 
ana the Ethiopian, shall each of 
them be bom there, i.e. become 
children of Sion. 

5. That he was bom in her] 
Tiiat this and that man— one man 
after another — was born in the city 
of Sion, and so was adopted into 
the family of God. 

6. The Lord shall rehearse it^ 
&c.] The Lord when He enroUeth 
the people shall declare, * This man, 
too, was bom there.' Mai. iii. 16 ; 
see also Bev. xx. 12. 

7. The singers also^ &c.] This 
obscure verse is more clearly ren- 
dered as follows: singing and 
dancing they shall say, 'All my 
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fountains [of joy and salvation] are 
in thee ' [^>ion]. Thut, with music 
and song, that is, with every token 
of satisfaction and delight, shall 
tliose who are bom into the family 
of God celebrate his praise. 

Ps. LXXXVni.— This Psalm, 
which is one continued strain of 
mourning and dejection, without 
any light or relief, is applied by 
the Church to Him who is em- 
phatically called the Man of Sor- 
rows. Compare Ps. vi. 

2. Unto helf] *♦ Unto the grave." 
Call to mind the touching words of 
our lx)rd in the garden, of Oeth- 
semane, * My soul is exceeding sor- 
rowful even unto death.' Matt, 
xxvi. 38. 

S. I am counted'] I am looked 
upon as a man at the point of 
death. 



PSALM LXXXVIII. 
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the pit : and I have been even as a man that hath 
no strength. 

4 Tree among the dead, like unto them that are 
wounded, and lie in the grave : who are out of remem- 
brance, and are cut away from thy hand. 

6 Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit : in a place of 
darkness, and in the deep. 

6 Thine indignation lieth hard upon me : and Thou 
hast vexed me with all thy storms. 

7 Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from 
me : and made me to be abhorred of them. 

8 I am so fast in prison : that I cannot get forth. 

9 My sight faileth for very trouble : Lord, I have 
called daily upon Thee ; I have stretched forth my 
hands unto Thee. 

10 Dost Thou shew wonders among the dead : or 
shall the dead rise up again, and praise Thee ] 

11 Shall thy loving-kindness be shewed in the 
grave : or thy faithfulness in destruction ] 

12 Shall thy wondrous works be known in the 
dark : and thy righteousness in the land where all 
things are forgotten ? 

13 Unto Thee have I cried, Lord : and early shall 
my prayer come before Thee. 

14 Lord, why abhorrest Thou my soul : and hidest 
Thou thy face from me ? 



4. Free among the dead] Cut 
off and cast away from the world, 
as though dead already. 

— Like unto them that are 
wounded] " Like the slain that lie 
in the grave." 

6. TAif storms] Thy visitations, 
as pain, sickness, and sorrow. 

7. Thou hast put away mine ac- 
quaintance] How true this was of 
Christ we read in St. Matt. xxvi. 
56; St.Lnkeudii.49. 

8. / am so fast, in prison] " I 
ma shut up, excluded from the 
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company of friends. Compare Job 
iii. 23 ; xix. 8 ; Lam. iii. ?• 

9. My sight faileth for very 
trouble] " Mine eye mourneth by 
reason of affliction." 

10 — 12. Dost Thou shew won- 
ders among the dead] The urgent 
plea is. If I am to be delivered at 
all, it must be at once, as life is 
fast failing. 

W. Be shewed in the grave] 
"Be declared,*' or celebrated by 
the dead. 

12. Be known] • Be acknow- 
ledged. 



Day 17, 



PSALM L^XXI^ 



Id I am in misery, and like unto him that is at the 
point to die : even from my youth up thy tanors have 
I suffered with a troubled mind. * 

16 Thy wrathful displeasure goeth over me : and 
the fear of Thee hath undone me. 

17 They came round about me daily like water : and 
compassed me together on every side, 

18 My lovers and friends h^st Thou put away fipom 
me : and hid mine acquaintance out of my sight. 



£vening.'] 



Psalm LXXXIX. 

god's oovenanted meboies. 



[Day 17. 



Proper Psalm for Christmas Day. 

MY song shall be alway of the loving-kindness of 
the Lord : with my mouth will I ever be shew- 
ing thy truth from one generation to another. 

2 For I have said, Mercy shall be set up for ever : 
thy truth shalt Thou stablish in the heavens. 

3 * I have made a covenant with my chosen : I have 
sworn unto David my servant ; 

4 * Thy seed will I stablish for ever : and «et up thy 
throne from one generation to another,' 

5 Lord, the very heavens shall praise thy wondrous 
works : and thy truth in the congregation of the saints. 



15. I am in. misery^ &c.] This 
verse is differently diyided in the 
Bible Version, where we read, ** I 
^m afflicted and ready to die from 
my youth up." 

— With a troubled mind) With 
terror and distraction of mind. 

18. Jnd hid mine acquaintance^ 
&c.] Kather, ray acquaintanceship 
is darkness ; that is, darkness is all 
I have to converse with ; my circle 
of acquaintances is comprised in 
blank darkness. 

Ps. LXXXI3;.^In this Psalm 
are celebrated the mercy, faithful- 
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ness, and sovereign power of Jeho- 
vah. The promises made to David 
are to have their fall acoomplish- 
ment in Christ. Bead in connexion 
with this Psalm, 2 Sam. vii. 4 — 17. 

2. Thy inUh shalt Thou s^0ilisk 
in the heavens] Thou shalt fix thy 
word and promises as firmly and 
immovably as the heavens. 

3, 4. / have made a eovenanf, 
&c.} These verses are put into the 
mouth of God, as containing the 
terms of his covenant with h» ser> 
vant David. See 2 Sam. vii. 12, IS. 

6. The very heaven^, &e.] Sm 
Ps. xix. 1; Biev. iv. 8—11. 
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6 For who is be among the clouds : that shall be 
compared unto the Lord ? 

7 And what is he among the gods : that shall be 
like unto the Lord 1 

8 God is very greatly to be feared in the council 
of the saints : and to be had in reverence of all them 
that are round about Him. 

9 Lord God of hosts, who is like unto Thee : thy 
truth, most mighty Lord, is on every side. 

10 Thou rulest the raging of the sea : Thou stillest 
tilie waves thereof when they arise. 

11 Thou hast subdued Egypt, and destroyed it : 
Thou hast scattered thine enemies abroad with thy 
mighty arm. 

12 The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine : 
Thou hast laid the foundation of the round world, and 
all that therein is. 

13 Thou hast made the north and the south : Tabor 
and Hermon shall rejoice in thy Name. 

14 Thou hast a mighty arm : strong is thy hand, and 
high is thy right hand. 

15 Righteousness and equity are the habitation of 
thy seat : mercy and truth shall go before thy face. 

16 Blessed is the people, Lord, that can rejoice 
in Thee : they shall wdk in the light of thy coun- 
tenance. 

17 Their delight shall be daily in thy 'Name : and 
in thy righteousness shall they make their boast. 



10. The ragine/ of the sea^ &c.] 
In this and the foUowinj? verses 
Jehovah's almighty power is assert^ 
ed as supreme alike over the works 
of creation, and the designs and 
actions of men and nations. 

18. Tabor and Hermon] As 
Tabor was a mountain on the 
western, and Hermon on the east- 
ern side of the Jordan, God is 
glorified as the creator of the whole 
world, north, south, etst, and west. 
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16. The habitaiion of thy seaf] 
Better, the basis of thy throne. 

10. Thai can rejoice in Thee] 
Literally, as in Bib. Ver. "that 
know the joyful sound," that is, 
the clang of trumpets and the 
shouts of triumph uy wliich the 
Israelites were invited to celebrate 
their holy festivals. Lev. xxiii. 24. 

17. Shall they make their boast] 
''Shall they be exalted." 
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18 For Thou art the glory of their strength : and in 
thy loving-kindness Thou shalt lift up our homa. 

19 For the Lord is our defence : the Holy One 
of Israel is our King. 

20 Thou spakest sometime in visions unto thy 
saints, and saidst : 'I have laid help upon one that 
is mighty; I have exalted one chosen out of the 
people. 

21 * I have found David my servant : with my holy 
oil have I anointed him. 

22 ' My hand shall hold him fast : and my arm shall 
strengthen him. 

23 * The enemy shall not be able to do him violence : 
the son of wickedness shall not hurt him. 

24 * I will smite down lus foes before his face : and 
plague them that hate him. 

25 * My truth also and my mercy shall be with him : 
and in my Name shall his horn be exalted. 

26 'I will set his dominion also in the^ea : and his 
right hand in the floods. 

27 * He shall call me, Thou art my Father : my God, 
and my strong salvation. 



18. Lift up ourkortis] Give ua 
strengtii aad power. 

20. TAou spakest sometime in 
visions, &e.] In the First Book of 
Chronicles, eh. xvii. after God had 
promised to establish the throne of 
Solomon, and of his seed (that is, 
Christ) for ever, it is added, ver. 1 5, 
* According to all this vision so did 
Nathan speak unto David/ Other 
revelations or visions to the saints 
of old will be found at 1 Sam. 
xvi. 1 ; 2 Sam. vii. 8—17. 

— / Aaee laid help upon one 
that is migMi/\ 1 have endowed a 
man of war with strength. See 
1 Sam. xvi. 18. 

— / have exalted one chosen 
out of the people^ See 2 Sam. 
vii. 8 ; Ps Ixviii. 71, 72. 

21. With my holy oU\ Eefer to 
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1 Sam. xvi. 13. 

22. Shall hold him fasQ Shall 
stedfastly uphold him. 

23. 7*0 do him violence] Rather, 
as in Bible Version, " to exact upon 
him," to oppress him as a creditor 
might his debtor. 

— The son of wickedness, &c.] 
The reader will remember how fre- 
quently David was delivered out of 
the hand of Saul. See 2 Sam. 
xxii. 1. 

26. / will set his dominion also 
in the sea] A promise of the vast 
extension of David's kingdom. The 
seoy properly, is the Mediterranean; 
and the floods y the river Euphrates. 

27, 28. He shall call me, &c.1 
These verses seem plainly to lead 
us on to Christ — who continually 
called God, his ' Father,' and who is 
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28 'And I will make him my first-bom ; higher than 
the kings of the earth. 

29 ' My mercy will I keep for him for evermore : and 
my covenant shall stand fast with him. 

30 * His seed also will I make to endure for ever : 
and his throne as the days of heaven. 

31 *But if his children forsake my law : and walk 
not in my judgments ; 

32 *If they break my statutes, and keep not my 
commandments : I will visit their offences with the 
rod, and their sin with scourges. 

33 * Nevertheless, my loving-kindness will I not 
utterly take from him : nor suffer my truth to fail. 

34 * My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing 
that is gone out of my lips ; I have sworn once by 
my holiness, that I will not fail David. 

35 *His seed shall endure for ever : and his seat 
is like as the sun before me. 

36 * He shall stand fast for evermore as the moon : 
and as the faithful witness in heaven.' 

37 But Thou hast abhorred and forsaken thine 
Anointed : and art displeased at him. 

38 Thou hast broken the covenant of thy servant : 
and cast his crown to the ground. 

39 Thou hast overthrown all his hedges : and broken 
down his strong holds. 

40 All they that go by spoil him : and he is become 
a reproach to his neighbours. 

41 Thou hast set up the right hand of his enemies : 
and made all his adversaries to rejoice. 



Himself described as * tlie first-bom 
of every creature.* See Ps. ii. 7 ; 
Col.i. 15— 18; Heb.i.6. 

31—34. But if his children] 
God will visit for the offences of 
his Church and people, and chastise 
the guilty ; but He will not forget 
his covenant, nor forsake his 
chosen 

36. * The faithful wUnets in 
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heaven] The rainbow. See Gen. 
ix. 13. 

37—44. But Thou, &c.] These 
verses seem to have been written in 
a season when the Church of Israel 
was passing through great trials, 
and overrun by victorious enemies. 

39. His hedges] His walls of 
defence. 
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42 Thou hast taken away the edge of his sword : 
and givest him not victory in the hattle. 

43 Thou hast put out his glory : and cast his throne 
down to the ground. 

44 The days of his youth hast Thou shortened : and 
covered him with dishonour* 

45 Lord, how long wilt Thou hide thysell^ for ever : 
and shall thy wrath bum like fire ? 

46 remember how short my time is : wherefore 
hast Thou made all men for nought ? 

47 What man is he that liveth, and shall not see 
death : and shall he deliver his soul from the hand 
of heU ^ 

48 Lord, where are thy old loving-kindnesses : which 
Thou swarest unto David in thy truth ? 

49 Remember, Lord, the rebuke that thy servants 
have : and how I do bear in my bosom the rebukes 
of many people ; 

50 Wherewith thine enemies have blasphemed Thee, 
and slandered the footsteps of thine Anointed : Praised 
be the Lord for evermore. Amen, and Amen. 



Morning.] PSALM XC. Bay 18, 

odd's bternity : — man^s short and fleeting existkncb. 

A Psalm used in the Burial Service. 

LORD, Thou hast been our refuge : from one gene- 
ration to another. 



46. For nouffkt] Or, in vain; 
for a life of vanity and trouble. 

47. IFhat man is he thai liveth^ 
and shall not see death] Who 
shall deliver himself from the power 
of the grave P 

49. The rebukes of many people] 
The reproaches of many nations. 

60. Slandered the footsteps of 
thine Anointed] Have pursued his 
Anointed One with reproaches and 
fidse accusations. Some ancient 
Commentators underst-and- these 
words of the taunts to which God's 
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people (at this time in a very de- 
pressed condition) were subjeoted, 
m consequence of the delf^ of 
their MessiaVs advent. Their 
enemies triumphing over them for 
a season, mocked at their expecta- 
tions of a perpetual empire, and of 
a king who was to reign for eyer ; 
asking insultingly, ' Where is the 
promise of his coming P* See 
2 Pet. iii. 4. 

— Praised he the Lord] This 
doxology concludes the third Book 
of the Psalms. 
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2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
the earth and the world were made : Thou art God 
from everlasting, and world without end. 

3 Thou tumest man to destruction : again Thou 
M.yest> * ComQ again, ye children of men.' 

4 For a thousand years in thy sight are but as 
yesterday : seeing that is passed as a watch in the 
night. 

5 As soon as Thou scatterest them they are even as 
a sleep : and fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6 In the morning it is green, and groweth up : but 
in the evening it is cut down, dried up, and withered. 

7 For we consume away in thy displeasure : and are 
afraid at thy wrathful indignation. 

8 Thou hast set our misdeeds before Thee ; and our 
secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 

9 For when Thou art angry all our days are gone : 
we bring our years to an end, as it were a tale 
that is told. 

10 The days of our age are threescore years and ten; 
and though men be so strong that they come to four- 
score years : yet is their strength then but labour and 
sorrow ; so soon passeth it away, and we are gone. 



Ps. XC. — *A Prayer of Moses, 
the man of God,* was probably 
written towards the close of the 
forty years' wandering in the wil- 
derness, when nearly the whole 
generation of the Israelites of full 
age who came out of Egypt had 
passed away, as God had fore- 
doomed. See Numb. xiv. 29. 

2. God from everlasting^ &c.] 
From a period which had no be- 
ginning unto ages whicli shall have 
uo end ; or, as in the Bible Version, 
"£hren from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, Thou art God." 

3. Come agaiuy &c.] Ketnm to 
the dust whence ye were taken. 
Gen. iii. 19. 

4. Are but en vetierday, &c.] 
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" Are but as yesterday when it is 
passed, and as a watch in the 
night." See 2 Pet. iii. 8. The 
meaning is, that a thousand years 
in God's eyes are but as yesterday : 
or, as a night-watch in ours. The 
pight, beginning at six o'clock in 
the evening,! was divided into four 
watches of three hours each. 

6. As soon as Thou scatterest 
them] " Thou carriest them away 
as with a flood ; they are as a 
sleep," are as short-lived and flit- 
ting as a dream. Compare Isa. 
Mix. 7, 8; lPet.i. 24*. 

9. When Thou art angry , &c.] 
We consume away and perish in 
thy wrath. Allusion may be made 
to such visitations as those men- 
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1 1 But who regardeth the power of thy wrath : for 
even thereafter as a man feareth, so is thy displeasure. 

12 So teach us to number our days : that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

13 Turn Thee again, O Lord, at the last : and be 
gracious unto thy servants. 

14 satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon : so 
shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

15 Comfort us again now after the time that Thou 
hast plagued us : and for the years wherein we have 
suffered adversity. 

16 Shew thy servants thy work : and their children 
thy glory. 

17 And the glorious Majesty of the Lord our God 
be upon us : prosper Thou the work of our hands upon 
us, prosper Thou our handy- work. 



Psalm XCI. 

GOD THE PROTECTOR OF HIS SERVANTS IN ALL DANQERS. 

WHOSO dwelleth under the defence of the most 
High : shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty. 



tioned in Numb. xiv. 37; xvi. 
32. 

11. But who regardeth ^ &c.] 
Who is there that duly cousidereth 
the weight and the consequences of 
thy anger ? For just in proportion 
as men fear Tiiee do they take note 
of thy judgments, and of the effects 
of thy displeasure. Cf. vv. 7, 9. 
If we fear God little, and transgress 
his laws, then is his displeasure 
great ; if we fear Him much, and 
observe his laws, then is his dis- 
pleasure turned into mercy and 
loving-kindness. 

12. To number our davs, &c.] 
The prayer is not that the exact 

period of our life may be revealed 
to us, but that we mny have grace 
io reject seriously on the shortness 
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and uncertainty of our time here, 
and so learn the wisdom of pre- 
paring ourselves for the life eternal. 

15. Comfort us again now after 
the timef &c.] Jfter, in the sense 
of according to. " Make us glad 
according to the days wherein Thou 
hast afflicted us." Let our future 
comfort and prosperity bear some 
proportion to our past troubles and 
afflictions. 

16. Shew thy servants thy work, 
&c.] The prayer of Moses is that 
the people might be permitted to 
see the glory of God in tlie land of 
promise ; a prayer which may well 
be used by Christians in a spiritual 
sense. 
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2 I will say unto the Lord, * Thou art my hope, and 
my strong hold : my God, in Him wiU I trust' 

3 For he shall deliver thee from the snare of the 
hunter : and from the noisome pestilence. 

4 He shall defend thee under his wings, and thou 
shalt be safe under his feathers : his faithfulness and 
truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 

5 Thou shalt not be afraid for any terror by night ; 
nor for the arrow that flieth by day ; 

6 For the pestilence that walketh in darkness : nor 
for the sickness that destroyeth in the noon-day. 

7 A thousand shall fall beside thee, and ten thousand 
at thy right hand : but it shall not come nigh thee. 

8 Yea, with thine eyes shalt thou behold : and see 
the reward of the ungodly. 

9 For Tliou, Lord, art my hope : Thou hast set thine 
house of defence very high. 

10 There shall no evil happen unto thee : neither 
shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 

1 1 For He shall give his angels charge over thee : to 
keep thee in all thy ways. 

12 They shall bear thee in their hands : that thou 
hurt not thy foot against a stone. 

13 Thou shalt go upon the lion and adder : the 



Israelite in the protecting care of 
God, whether against natural dis- 
ease and accident, or against the 
violence and treachery of men. It 
may be snmmed np in the words of 
St. Panl : ♦ If God be for us, who 
can be against nsP* Rom. viii. 31. 
5. Any terror by nighf\ Or, the 
nightly uarro — as surprise, or pud- 
den attack on the part of the enemy. 
Song of Sol. iii. 8. 

8. The reward of the nnaodly'] 
The retribution or punishment 
which overtakes sinners. 

9. Thou hast set, &c.] Thou, the 
godly person, in taking the Lord 
for thy hope, hast obtained a secure 
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refuge and house of defence. The 
Bib. Ver. is, " Thou hast made the 
Most Hiuh thy habitation." 

11, 12. For he shall ffive, &c.] 
This assurance of care and protec- 
tion wiiich God has given to his 
faithful servants is misapplied by 
Satan, wifh the purpose of tempt- 
ing our Lord into the sin of pre- 
sumption. Matt. iv. 6 ; Luke iv. 
10. For the ministry of angels 
see Gen. xxiv. 7 ; Exod. xxiii. 20 ; 
xxxiii. 2 ; 11 eb. i. 14. 

13. TJpon the lion and adder"] 
'Behold, I give you power to tread 
upon serpents and scorpions,' &c. 
Luke X. J9; Acts xxviii. 4. The 
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young lion and the dragon shalt thou tread under 
thy feet 

14 ' Because he hath set his love upon Me, therefore 
will I deliver him : I will set him up, because he hath 
known my Name. 

15 'He shall call upon Me, and I will hear him ; 
yea, I am with him in trouble ; I will deliver him, and 
bring him to honour. 

16 'With long life will I satisfy him : and shew 
him my salvation.' 

Psalm XCII. 

FRAIBE TO ODD THB ALMIGHTT AND ALL-BiaHTBOUS. 

IT is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord : and 
to sing praises unto thy Name, O most Highest ; 

2 To tell of thy loving-kindness early in the mom- 
ning : and of thy truth in the night-season ; 

3 Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the 
lute : upon a loud instrument, and upon the harp. 

4 For Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy 
works : and I will rejoice in giving praise for the ope- 
rations of thy hands. 

5 Lord, how glorious are thy works : thy thoughts 
are very deep. 

6 An unwise man doth not well consider this : and 
a fool doth not understand it. 



lion may be taken as the emblem 
of open violence, the adder of 
secret malice. 

14. Because he hath sef] In the 
last three verses Jehovan speaks, 
and declares what great things He 
will do for those who pnt their 
trust in Him. 

Fa. XCII. is entitled in the Bible, 

** a Psalm or Song for the Sabbath 

Day," and seems to call upon us to 

take up God's own words, and pro- 
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nounce the works of creation * very 
good.' The destruction of the un- 
godly and the exaltation of the 
righteous are also declared. 

2. Thy truth] Thy faithfiilneei 
to thy covenant and promise. 

6. An unwise man] They are 
justly charged with foUy who do 
not see the Almighty Creator in 
the wonderful works of his hands* 
Compare Ps. xxfiii. 5 ; Isa. t. 12 ; 
Eom. i. 20. 
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7 When the ungodly are green as the grass, and 
when all the workers of wickedness do flourish : then 
shall they be destroyed for ever; but Thou, Lord, art 
the most Highest for evermore. 

8 For lo, thine enemies, O Lord, lo, thine enemies 
shall perish : and aU the workers of wickedness shall 
be destroyed. 

9 But mine horn shall be exalted like the horn of an 
unicorn : for I am anointed with fresh oil. 

10 Mine eye also shall see his lust of mine enemies : 
and mine ear shall hear his desire of the wicked that 
arise up against me. 

11 The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree : and 
shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

12 Such as are planted in the house of the Lord : 
shall flourish in the courts of the house of our God. 

13 They also shall bring forth more fruit in their 
age : and shall be fat and weU-liking. 

14 That they may shew how true the Lord my 
strength is : and that there is no unrighteousness in 
Him. 



7. Then shaU they be desfroyed^ 
&c.] " It is that they shall be de- 
stroyed for ever." Another translar 
tion of the verse is as follows . — 
' Thougli the wicked shoot up like 
grass, and all the workers of ini- 
quity flourish; they shall be de- 
strewed for ever. But Thou, O 
Jehovah, dwellest on high unto 
eternity.' 

9. Anointedy &c.] As a favoured 
guest or successful warrior, who has 
good reason to rejoice. Ps. xxiii. 
5. But more is probably meant ; 
for it will be remembered that the 
anointing with oil was the form of 
bestowing kingship, or supreme 
power. The same fignre is em- 
ployed in the Ne^ Testament to 
mark the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

176 



See 1 John ii. 20, 27 ; Acts x. 38. 
10. Shall see his lusf] Mine eye 
sees its desire fulfilled in the down- 
fal of my enemies. 

12. Stich asareplantedj&c.] Those 
who devoutly wait upon ttie Lord 
in his sanctuary shall flourish and 
be blessed, as the palm and tlie 
cedar retain their leaves while all 
around is parched. The wicked, on 
the other nand, are likened to the 
grass, which is gni'een in the morn- 
ing, but withered before night-fall. 
Compare Ps. lii. 8. 

13, They also shall briny forth, 
&c.] "They shall still bring forth 
fnut in old age.'' 

— ShaU be fat and wett4iHHy'\ 
Plants full of sap, and flourishing. 
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Evening.] 



Psalm XCIII. 



THE SOVEREIGNTY OF JEHOVAH. 



[Day 18. 



THE Lord is King, and hath put on glorious appa- 
rel : the Lord hath put on his apparel, and girded 
Himself with strength. 

2 He hath made the round world so sure : that it 
cannot be moved. 

3 Ever since the world began hath thy seat been 
prepared : Thou art from everlasting. 

4 The floods are risen, Lord, the floods have lift 
up their voice : the floods lift up their waves. 

5 The waves of the sea are mighty, and rage hor- 
ribly : but yet the Lord, who dwelleth on high, is 
mightier. 

6 Thy testimonies, O Lord, are very sure : holiness 
becometh thine house for ever. 



Psalm XCIV. 

GOD THE ALL-SERING, ALL-AVENGING JUDGE. 

OLOED God, to whom* vengeance belongeth : 
Thou God, to whom vengeance belongeth, shew 
Thyself. 



Ps. XCIII. asserts, in figurative 
language, the supreroe control of 
the Most High over the fierce and 
tamnltuoQS rage of his enemies ; 
and prophetically, the triumph of 
the Gospel and the Church over 
the rage of persecution. 

1. Hath put on glorious apparel^ 
" Is clothea with majesty." 

— Girded Himself loifh strengih] 
So Isa. li. 9, * Awake, awake, put 
on strength^ O arm of the Lord.' 

3. Hath thy seat been prepared^ 
Hath thy throne been estRblished. 

6. Thy testimonies'] Thy word, 
find fhjr promises. "Refer for menn- 
y^^ of the word to Ps. xix. 7. 
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6. Becometh'] Adorns, is suit- 
able to, befits. 

Ps. XCIV. is a testimony to the 
righteous government of God ; that 
He will not suffer the wicked to go 
unpunished, nor forsake those who 
put their trust in Him. 

1. To ichom vengeance belotigeth'] 
* To Me belongeth vengeance and 
recompence.' Dent, xxxii. 85; a 
passage referred to by St. Paul, 
Kom.xii. 19. The Psalmist, in the 
name of God's people, appeals to 
Him to avenge them of their adver- 
saries. Vengeance in the sense it 
is used, 18 ivol\\\Ttt^ e\%ft t\\8.u Divine 
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2 Arise, Thou Judge of the world : and reward the 
proud after their deserving. 

3 Lord, how long shall the. ungodly : how long shall 
the ungodLly triumph 1 

4 How long shall all wicked doei*s speak so disdain- 
fully : and make such proud boasting 1 

5 They, smite down thy people, Lord : and 
trouble thine heritage. 

6 They murder ^e widow, and the stranger : and 
put the ^therless to death. 

7 And yet they say, * Tush, the Lord shall not see : 
neither shall the Grod of Jacob regard it* 

8 Take heed, ye unwise among the people : ye 
fools, when will ye understand I 

9 He that planted the ear, shall He not hear : or 
He that made the eye, shall He not see ? 

10 Or He that nurtureth the heathen : it is He that 
teacheth man knowledge, shall not He punish ? 

11 The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man : that 
they are but vain. 

12 Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, 
Lord : and teachest him in thy law ; 

13 That Thou mayest give him patience in time of 
adversity : until the pit be digged up for the ungodly. 

14 For the Lord will not Ml his people : neither 
will He forsake his inheritance ; 

15 Until righteousness turn again unto judgment ; 
all such as are true in heart shall follow it. 



justice ; which defends the op- 

Sressed, and punishes the wron^ 
oer. 
10. ffe thai nurtureth, &c.] The 
rendering of the Bible seems to be 
more precise. ** He that chastiseth 
the heathen, shall not He correct P" 
12. Whom Thou chattenest, &o.] 
How exactly does this reflection 
correspond with the spirit of the 

Eassage in the Epistle to the He- 
rews, xii. 5 — 11; especially with 
▼. &:-— ' Whom the Lord bveth He 
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chasteneth.* 

13. Patience in time of adrersiiy, 
&C.] Rest and safety m the time 
of trouble and danger, until death 
or destruction overtake the wicked. 

16. Until riphteouenessy&c.] For 
justice shall yet return unto right. 
Justice m^ seem to have forsaken 
the seat of law, but this was only 
for a season of trial ; she will re- 
tom to her place, and th«i all true 
and righteous men will follow in 
hor trauu 
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16 AVho will rise up with me against the wicked : 
or who will take my part against the evil-doers I 

17 K the Lord had not helped me : it had not fiuled, 
but my soul had been put to silence. 

18 But when I said, *My foot hath slipt' : Uiy 
mercy, O Lord, held me up. 

19 In the midtitude of the sorrows that I had in 
my heart : thy comforts. have refreshed my souL 

20 Wilt Thou have any thing to do with the stool 
of ^vickeflness : which imagineth mischief as a law I 

21 They gather them together against the soul of the 
lighteous : and condemn the innocent blood 

22 But the Lord is my refuge : and my God is the 
strength of my confidence. 

23 He shall recompense them their wickedness, and 
destroy them in their own malice : yea, the Lord our 
God shall destroy them- 



Moming.'i 



Psalm XCV. 



[Day 19. 



INVTTATrON TO THE PRAISE AND WORSHIP OP JEHQVAH. 

OCOME, let US sing unto the Lord : let us heartily 
rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 



17. If the Lord, &c.] The mean- 
ing is, — If the Lord had not taken 
my part, I mu&t soon have been 
laid in the silent grave. Ps. xxxi. 
19. 

18. But when I said. My foot 
hath slipty &e.] While I thought 
I was falling, thy mercy held me up. 

20. The stool of wickedness] The 
tribunal of wicked and corrupt 
judges. The Bible Version is, — 
** Shall the throne of iniquity have 
fellowship with Thee, which fram- 
elh mischief by a law P " One of 
the comforts which refresh the soul 
(v. 19) of the righteous under per- 
secution, is the thought, that God 
cannot * have any thing to do * with 
injustice and oppression. 

.^. ^ s/iaU recompense theni^ 
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&c.] *' He shall bring upon thein 
their own iniquity,'* and destroy 
them in their own malice^ that is, 
by means of the crafty plots which 
they have laid against others. 

Ps. XCV., caUed the *Venite,' 
from the first word in the Latin 
Version, has been used by the 
Ciiurch from the earliest times as 
a suitable introduction to the wor- 
ship and praise of Almighty Grod. 
For this reason it is sometimes 
termed ' the Invitatory Psalm/ and 
has consequently been placed by 
our own Church before tne Psalms 
at Morning Service. 

1. Let us heartily rejoice ^ Sc.} 
Or, 'Let us raise a joyful shout 
unio the Eock of our Salvation.* . 
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2 Let us come before his presence with thanks- 
giving ; and shew ourselves glad in Him with psalms. 

3 For the Lord is a great God : and a great King 
above all gods. 

4 Li his hand are all the corners of the earth : and 
the strength of the hills is his also. 

5 The sea is his, and He made it : and his hands 
prepared the dry land. 

6 come, let us worship and fall down : and kneel 
before the Lord our Maker. 

7 For He is the Lord our God : and we are the 
people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

8 To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts : as in the provocation, and as in the day of 
temptation in the wilderness, 

9 When your fathers tempted Me : proved Me, and 
saw my works. 

10 Forty years long was I grieved with this genera- 
tion, and said : It is a people that do err in their 
hearts, for they have not known my ways ; ^■ 

11 Unto whom I sware in my wrath : that they 
should not enter into my rest. 



4. The corners of the earfh'] "The 
deep places of the earth.** 

— The strenffth of the hills 
should be rather, the heights of the 
mountains. The ineaniug is, that 
the loftiest mountains, and the 
lowest depths of the earth, are 
alike his and in his power. 

7. The sheep of his hancC] It is 
Jesus Christ, and no other, who 
declared of Himself, ' I am the good 
Shepherd, and know my sheep, and 
am known of mine.* John x. 14. 
See also Ps. xxiii. 1. 

8. As in the provocaiion, and as 
iti the day of temptation] Rather, as 
at Meril>ah — as in the diiy of Mas- 
sah. * He called the name of the 



place Massah and Meribah, because 
of the chiding of the children of 
Israel, and because they tempted 
the Lord, saying. Is the Lord 
among us or not P ' Exod. xvii. 7 ; 
Heb. iii. 7 — 11. Compare also Ps. 
Ixxviii. 18. 'Yet for all this they 
sinned more against Him : and jorc/- 
voked the Most Highest in the wil* 
derness.' 

9. And saw my works'] Notwith- 
standing the miracles and wondrous 
works which they had seen. Exod. 
xvii. 7. 

11. My. rest] The promised rest 
of Canaan, and also that rest of 
which Canaan was a type. See 
Heb. iv. 9. 
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Psalm XCVI. 

JEHOVAH THE SOLE OBJECT OF WORSHIP. 

OSING unto tlie Lord a new song : sing unto the 
Lord, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name : be tell- 
ing of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his honour unto the heathen : and his 
wonders unto all people. 

4 For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be 
praised : He is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but 
idols : but it is the Lord that made the heavens. 

6 Glory and worship are before Him : power and 
honour are in his sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the 
people : ascribe unto the Lord worship and power. 

8 Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his 
Name : bring presents, and come into his courts. 

9 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness : 
let the whole earth stand in awe of Him. 

10 Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is 
King : and that it is He who hath made the round 



Ps. XCVI. forms part of David's 
Sone oi Thanksg^iving on bringing 
np the Ark of God to Mount Sion. 
See 1 Chron. xvi. 23—33. The 
Psalmist calls npon all nations, and 
all nature, to join in one universal 
song of praise and thanksgiving to 
Ood the Lord of all; whose coming 
to judgment he announces. 

1. A new song] A song of 
thanksgiving for new mercies. Ps. 
xxxiii. 8 ; xcviii. 1 ; Isa. xlii. 10 ; 
Kev. V. 9, 10. 

7. Oye kindreds of the people] 
Ye families of the nations ; ye na- 
tione of different rnoe. 
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8. Presenie] It was the custom 
in the East to offer gifts to a con- 
queror or king, in token of submis- 
sion or allegiance. 2 Sam viii. 2. 
Here it signifies offerings, incense, 
&c. See Mai. i. 11. 

9. In the beaidy of kolineee] 
With reference outwardly to the 
beauty of the holy sanctuary and 
the vestments of the prwsts; in- 
wardly, to the ornament of a pure 
and undefiled spirit. Refer to Matt. 
xxii. 11 ; Rev. xix. 8. 

10. That fhe Lard ie King, &c.] 
Compare Ps. xciii. 1. Revelation 
teaches us that the Almighly made 
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world so fast that it cannot be moved ; and how that 
He shall judge the people righteously. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the eatth be 
glad : let th« sea make a noise, and all that therein is. 

12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it i then 
shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord. 

13 For He cometh, for He cometh to judge th6 
eart^-: and with righteousness to judge the world, 
and the people with his truth. 



Psalm XCVIL 

JEHOVAH THl CKMO AND KINa OF ALL THE EABTB. 

THE Lord is King, the earth may be glad thereof : 
yea, the multitude of the isles may be glad thereof 

2 Clouds and darkness are round about Him : 
righteousness and judgment are the habitation of 
his seat. 

3 There shall go a fire before Him : and bum up 
his enemies on every sida 

4 His lightnings gave shine unto the world : the 
earth saw it, and was afraid. 

5 The hills melted like wax at the presence of the 
Lord : at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 



the worlds by his Son, Jesus 
Christy wboin Ha hath also ap- 
pointed Judge of all nen. 

11. Lei ike tea make a ndeey 
&c.] ** Let the sea roar, and the 
fiilneM thereof 

13. For He eometk, &c.] In the 
bold langoage of poetrr the heavens 
and the earth are called apoa to 
n^joioe in the promised coming of 
the Lord to jndge the world in 
eqoi^, and to set np his righteona 
kingdom. 

Ps. XCVn., like the preceding 
one, treats of the power aid mMf 
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jesty of God, and looks forward to 
the triumph of the Messiah. 

1 . The multitude of the isles] The 
word isle, or island, is constantly 
used in Scripture to signify any 
country beyond the 6ea. Comparto 
Isa. xlii. 10, 12. 

2 — 6. Clouds and darkness^ &c.] 
Similar imagery is employed in 
Ps. xviii. 7 — 15 ; 1. 3. it may be 
compared to the description of th6 
terrors of Mount Sinai. 

2. The habitation of his seat] 
Bather, the basis of his ^rone, as 
at Pb. Ixxjdx. 16. 
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6 The heavens have declared his righteousness : and 
all the people have seen his glory. 

7 Confounded be all they that worship carved 
images, and that delight in vain gods : worship Him^ 
all ye gods. 

8 Sion heard of it, and rejoiced : and the daughters 
of Judah were glad, because of thy judgments^ Lord. 

9 For Thou, Lord, art higher than all that are in the 
earth : Thou art exalted far above all gods. 

10 ye that love the Lord, see that ye hate the 
thing which is evil ; the Lord preserveth the souls of 
his saints ; He shall dehver them from the hand of 
the ungodly. 

11 There is sprung up a Ught for the righteous : and 
joyful gladness for such as are true-hearted 

12 Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous : and give 
thanks for a remembrance of his holiness. 



J^enmg.] PSALM XCVIII. [Day 19. 

SONG OP VICTORY. — CHRIST'S COMING TO JUDGMENT. 

OSING unto the Lord a new song : for He hath 
done marvellous things. 
2 With his own right hand, and with his holy arm : 
hath He gotten Himself the victory. 



7. Fain aods] Eather, Idols, 
vanities, nothings. 

— Worship Him^ all ye gods] 
*"When He bringeth in the first- 
begotten into the world. He saith, 
And let all the angels of Gk>d wor- 
ship Him.' Heb. i. 6. 

8. Sum heard of if\ Of the 
overthrow and confosion of idola- 
ters, and of God's sovereign judg- 
ments. Compare Fs. xlviii. 10. 

11. There ts sprung up a lights 

&c.] " Light is sown for the right- 

eoaa. " The li^ht of peace and joy 

which Ood has promised to his snf- 
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fering people may be liidden for a 
time, but will sooner or later break 
out and shine upon them (Luke 
i. 78, 79), as seed, which for a while 
lies buried in the ground, 'springs 
up and bears fmit in due season. 
Heb. xii. 11 ; Gal. iv. 9. 

Fs. XCVIII.— This animated ode 
of triumph and praise, which be- 
longs probably to the period of 
David's reign, is adopted in our 
Frayer-Book as one of the Can* 
tides after the Eirst Lesson at 
Evening Serrioe. 
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3 The Lord declared his salvation : Ms righteousness 
hath He openly shewed in the sight of the heathen. 

4 He hath remembered his mercy and truth toward 
the house of Israel : and all the ends of the world have 
Been the salvation of our God. 

5 Shew yourselves joyful unto the Lord, all ye 
lands : sing, rejoice, and give thanks. 

6 Praise the Lord upon the harp : sing to the harp 
with a psalm of thanksgiving. 

7 With trumpets also, and shawms : shew your- 
selves joyful before the Lord the King. 

8 Let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is : 
the round world, and they that dwell therein. 

9 Let the floods clap their hands, and let the hills 
be joyfal together before the Lord : for He is come to 
judge the earth. 

10 With righteousness shall He judge the world : 
and the people with equity. 



Psalm XCIX. 

THE MAJESTY, JUSTICE, AND MERCY OF JEHOVAH. 

THE Lord is King, be the people never so impatient : 
He sitteth between the cherubims, .be the earth 
never so unquiet. 



8. Declared his salvation] Hath 
made kncrwn or manifested his 
power to save. 

4. All the ends of the worlds 
&c.] Compare Isa. lii. 10, where 
the same words are used — words 
which, in their fullest meaninsr, 
mast point to the preaching of the 
Gospel among all nations. 

7. Shaums] Translated in the 
Bible '* comet," another kind of 
wind instrument. 

8. Let the sea^ &c.] The last 
three verses of this Psalm bear a 
close resemblance to the last three 
of Fs. xcvi. In both passages 
the asturance of Ood'i nghteous 
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judgment is made the ground of 
universal praise and thanksgiving. 
9, (7/ap their hands ^ &c.] * The 
deep uttered his voice, and lifted 
up his hands on high.' Hab. iii. 10. 

Ps. XCIX. differs from Psahn« 
xcv. — ^xcviii. in its greater na- 
tionality of tone. They celebrate 
the praises of Jehovah as God and 
Saviour of mankind : this Psalm 
regards Him as the peculiar God of 
Israel, and dwells upon the especial 
privile^s of the Jewish people. 
Uompare Rom. ix. 4, 6. 

1. The Lord is King, &c.l « The 
Lord ie\|;&EJii\\) \fc\. ^Ow^ \r«<^^ 
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2 The Lord is great in Sion : and high above all 
people. 

3 They shall give thanks nnto thy Name : which is 
great, wonderful, and holy. 

4r The Bang's power loveth judgment ; Thoa hast 
prepared equity : Thou hast executed judgment and 
righteousness in Jacob. 

5 O magnify the Lord our God : and MI down 
before his footstool, for He is holy. 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel 
among such as call upon his Name : these called upon 
the Lord, and He heard them. 

7 He spake imto them out of the cloudy pillar : for 
they kept his testimonies, and the law t^bat He gave 
them. 

8 Thou heardest them, O Lord our God : Thou 
foi^yest them, God, and punishedst tiieir own 
inventions. 

9 O magnify the Lord our God, and worship Him 
upon his holy hill ; for the Lord our God is holy. 

Psalm C. 

A CALL UPON ALL NATIONS TO PRAISE THB OOD OF ALL. 

OBE joyful in the Lord, all ye lands : serve the 
Lord with gladness, and come before his presence 
with a song. 



tremble; He sitteth b^ween the 
cberubims, let the earth be moyed/' 

4i, The Kin^i power looHhjudg- 
menf] Another reason for giving 
thanks to Jehovah is, that He is 
All-merciful as well as AU-raighty ; 
ruling his enemies indeed with 
* a rod of iron,' but showing loving- 
kindness to his ownjpeople. 

6. Samuel among tucky &c.] For 
an instance of Samuel's interces- 
sory pn^er, see 1 Sam. vii. 9. 

7* He spake unto tkeu ouioftke 
ffhudy/nilar] Jehovah went tiefore 
the camp of the lartteUtea in a 
284f 



* pillar of a cloud/ from out of 
wnich he issued his commands by 
the month of his servant Moses. 
See Exod. xix. 9. 

8. Tiou forgaoest them, &C.3 
Bather, " Thou wast a God tiiat 
forgavest them, though Thou took- 
est vengeance of their inventions: " 
that is, on account of the new and 
sinful ways which they found o«t 
for thonselves in defiimoe of thy 
law. See Ecd. vii. 29. 

Ps. C.)«8 applicable to Chmttan 
as to JeiwiaK worahip, ia vaed dailf 
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2 Be ye sure tliat the Lord He is God : it is He that 
hath made us, and not we ourselves ; we are his people, 
luid the sheep of his pasture. 

3 go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, 
and into his courts with praise : be tiiankM unto Him, 
and speak good of his Name. 

4 For dbie Lord is gracious, his mercy is ever- 
lasting : and his truth endureth from generation to 
generation. 

Psalm CL 

David's maxims of oonduct as kiko. 

MY song shall be of mercy and judgment : unto 
Thee, Lord, will I sing. 

2 O let me have understanding : in the way of god- 
liness. 

3 When wilt Thou come unto me ; I will walk in 
my house with a perfect heart. 

4 I will take no wicked thing in hand ; I hale 
the sins of unfaithfulness : there shall no such cleave 
unto me. 



by the Church after the Second Les- 
son at Morning Service. This Psalm 
concludes a connected series of ten 
(XCT. — c), all of which appear to 
belong to the same time and to the 
same writer. They concur in ex- 
hibiting the relation in which Israel 
stood to the rest of the world, the 
teinporal and spiritual deliverance 
of QtodL*9 people, and the overthrow 
of his enemies, who had too long 
oppressed them. The tone of this 
portion of the Psalms resembles 
that of the latter chapters of Isaiah. 

Ps. CI. is commonly supposed to 
have been written about the time 
that David, having subdued the 
neighbouring tribes, had obtained 
unuspnted possession of the king* 
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dom. It is one of the Psalms ap- 
pointed to be used at the consecra- 
tion of our sovereigns. This Psalm 
seems to bear a peculiarly domestic 
character, and contains invaluable 
lessons for the guidance of a house- 
hold. 

1. Judgmenf] Justice and 
righteousness. 

9). let me have understanding] 
" I will behave myself wisely in a 
perfect way." 

8. Come unto me] That is, to 
my succour and support. When 
wilt Thou lift up the light of thy 
countenance upon me P 

-— Will walk in mtt houte^ &c.] 
Will conduct myself blameless to^ 
wards my household and amon^ 
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5 A froward heart sball depart from me : I will not 
know a wicked person. 

6 Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour : him will 
I destroy. 

7 Whoso hath also a proud look and high stomach : 
I will not -suffer him. 

8 Mine eyes look upon such as are faithful in the 
land : that they may dwell with me. 

9 Whoso leadeth a godly life : he shall be my 
servant. 

10 There shall no deceitful person dwell in my 
house : he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight. 

11 I shall soon destroy all the unjgodly that are 
in the land : that I may root out all wicked doers 
from the city of the Lord. 



Morning.'] 



Psalm CII. 

PRIVATE AND PUBLIC 80BB0W. 



[Day 20. 



HEAK my prayer, Lord : and let my crying come 
unto Thee, 
2 Hide not thy face from me in the time of my 
trouble : incline thine ear unto me when I call ; hear 
me, and that right soon. 



6. Him will I destroy] T will 
eat him off from my presence and 
iiavour. 

7. A high stomach] A prond, 
seli-tmstang, wilful spirit. See 
Prov. xxi. 4. 

9. My servanf] That is, a roini»- 
ter and counsellor of my kingdom. 

10. No deceitful person^ &c.] 
Nothing is more worthy of remark 
than the uniform condemnation in 
the Psahns and in the Holy Scrip- 
tures generally, of every form of 
falsehood and deceit, and of every 
one ' that loveth and mi^eth a lie.' 
Jier, xxiL 25. 

. Jh I sJia^ soon desfroy, &c.l 
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" I will early destroy," or, more 
literally, every morning will I 
destroy. The words express the 
zeal of David agninst his own and 
God's enemies. See Jer. xxi. 12. 

Ps. CII. is the fifth of the Peni. 
tential Psalms. It is entitled in 
the Bible, * A prayer of the afflicted, 
when he is overwhelmed and pour- 
eth out his complaint before the 
Lord.* The Psalmist laments his 
own and his country's troubles, 
but expresses a full confidence that 
Gk>d will in time remember his 
covenant of mercy, and grant de> 
Uveraixce, 
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3 For my days are consumed away like smoke : and 
my bones are burnt up as it were -a fire-brand. 

4 My heart is siiStten down, and withered like 
grass : so that I forget to eat my bread. 

5 For the voice of my groaning : my bones will 
scarce cleave to my flesh. 

6 I am become like a pelican in the wilderness : and 
like an owl that is in the desert. 

7 I have watched, and am even as it were a sparrow : 
that sitteth alone upon the house-top. 

8 Mine enemies revile me all the day long : and they 
that are mad upon me are sworn together against me. 

9 For I have eaten ashes as it were bread : and 
mingled my drink with weeping ; 

10 And that because of thine indignation and wrath : 
for Thou hast taken me up, and cast me down. 

11 My days are gone, like a shadow : and I am 
withered like grass. 

12 But Thou, Lord, shalt endure for ever : and 
thy remembrance throughout all generations. 

13 Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Sion : for 
it is time that Thou have mercy upon her; yea, the 
time is come. 

14 And why ? thy servants think upon her stones : 
and it pitieth them to see her in the dust. 



5. My bones will scarce cleave to 
myjlesk] The Bible Version, " My 
bones cleave to my skin," is more 
exact. See Job xix. 20. 

6, ?• I am become t &c.] The 
monmer compares himself to a 
bird which loves the solitnde, and 
remains apart from his feUows. 
This description, however, does not 
suit the sparrow fver. 7), whose 
habits are not solitary out gre- 
garious. It has been suggested that 
the bird referred to may be the 
solitary thrush, a species common 
in more southern climes. 

8. Are sworn together against 
me] Rather, perhaps. Swear by me, 
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— make my name a mode of cursing 
others, saying, for instance. May he 
become like David. See Isa. Ixv. 
16 ; Jer. xxix. 22. 

9. Have eaten ashes, &c.] Have 
fed upon trouble and sorrow. See 
Isa. XXX. 20. 

10. For Thou hast taken me t^, 
&c.] Thou hast lifted me up, and 
hurled roe to the ground. 

11. Are gone like a shadow"] 
" M^ days are like a shadow that 
declmeth," that is, at the approach 
of sunset. 

14. And ii pitieth them, &c.] 
" And favour the dust thereof.'* 
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15 The heathen shall fear thy Name^ O Lord : and 
all the kings of the earth thy Majesty ; 

16 When the Lord shall build np £tion : and when 
his glory shall appear ; 

17 When He tometh Him unto the prayer of the 
poor destitute : and despiseth not their desire. 

18 This shall be written for those that come after : 
and the people which shall be bom shall praise 
the Lord. 

19 For He hath looked down firom his sanctuary : 
out of the heaven did the Lord behold the earth ; 

20 That He might hear the mournings of such as 
are in captivity : and deliver the children appointed 
unto deatL 

21 That they may declare the Kame of the Lord in 
Sion : and his worship at Jerusalem ; 

22 When the people are gathered together : and the 
kingdoms also, to serve the Lord. 

23 He brought down my strength in my journey : 
and shortened my days. 

24 But I said, * my Gt)d, take me not away in the 
midst of mine age : as for thy years, they endure 
throughout all generations.' 

25 *Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth : and the heavens are the 
woA of thy hands. 



15. The heathen shall few^ &c.] 
So shall the Gentiles reTerence the 
Nftme of Jehovah. 

18. For those that come after] 
These instances of God's mercy and 
fsithMness shall he recorded for 
future generations. 

19. From his sanctuary] More 
correctly, from the height of his 
holiness. 

20. Ih captiptty, &c.] Or more 
simply, as in Bin. Ver. " To hear 
fAe groamng of the prisoner ; to 

loMe tboM that are appointed to 
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death." 

23. In my journey'] My journey 
of life. 

24. Js fir thy years, &c.j] Th« 
argument is this : — I am sufagect to 
death at any moment, but Thou 
remainest unchangeably the same 
for evermore. 

25 — ^S8.] These verses are quoted, 
Heb. i. 10l^12, with special appli- 
cation to onr Lord Jems Ghritft, ai 
showing hit etomal, luiduiifBafailt 
nature. 
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26 ' They »h&\l perish, but Thou shalt endure : they 
all shall wax old as doth a garment ; 

27 * And as a vesture shalt Thou change them, and 
they shall be changed : but Thou art the same, and 
thy years shall not &il. 

2S 'Thechildrenof thy servants shall continue : and 
their seed shall stand fast in thy sight.' 

Psalm GUI. 

ORATEFUIi AOKNOWLEDGMKKTS OF GQD'S MERCIES. 

PRAISE the Lord, my soul : and all that is 
within me praise his holy Name. 

2 Praise the Lord, my soul : and forget not all 
his benefits ; 

3 Who forgiveth all thy sin : and healeth all thine 
infirmities. 

4r Who saveth thy life from destruction : and 
crowneth thee with mercy and loving-kindness. 

5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things : 
making thee young and lusty as an eagle. 

6 The Lord executeth righteousness and judgment : 
for all them that are oppressed with wrong. 

7 He shewed his ways unto Moses : his works 
unto the children of Israel. 

8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy : long- 
suffering, and of great goodness. 



28. The children of Thy servanU, 
&c.] The descendants of Thy true 
and faithful worshippers shall stand 
before Thee from generation to 
generation. 

Ps. cm., ascribed to David, is 
coached in language which mast 
come home to tlie hearts of all who 
have ever truly felt Go(f8 long- 
sofEering goodness, and is, there- 
fore, admirably adapted to the 
purpose of praise and thanksgiving 
Dy Christians of aU tiroes. 

8. Forgiveth all thy tin, &c.] It 
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is much to be observed throughout 
Scripture how often bodily disease 
is mentioned in close connexion 
with sin ; and as, in point of fact, 
springing out of it. Thus, in heal- 
ing the sick of the paisy, our 
Saviour says, ' Thy tine be forgiven 
tiiee.* Matt. ix. 2 ; Mark ii. 6. 

5. Lusty'\ Strong, vigorous, full 
of life. 

— As an eagle] * They that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength ; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles.' Isa. xl. SI. 
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9 He will not alway be chiding : neither keepeth 
He his anger for ever. 

10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins : nor 
rewarded us according to our wickednesses. 

1 1 For look how high the heaven is in comparison 
of the earth : so great is his mercy also toward them 
that fear Him. 

12 Look how wide also the east is from the west : 
so far hath He set our sins from us. 

13 Yea, like as a father pitieth his own children : 
even so is the Lord merciful unto them that fear Him. 

14 For He knoweth whereof we are made : He re- 
membereth that we are but dust 

15 The days of man are but as grass : for he 
flourisheth as a flower of the field. 

16 For as soon as the wind goeth over it, it is gone : 
and the place thereof shall know it no more. 

17 But the merciful goodness of the Lord endureth 
for ever and ever upon them that fear Him ; and his 
righteousness upon children's children ; 

18 Even upon such as keep his covenant : and 
think upon his commandments to do them. 

19 The Lord hath prepared his seat in heaven ; and 
his kingdom ruleth over alL 

20 praise the Lord, ye angels of his, ye that excel 
in strength : ye that fulfil his commandment, and 
hearken unto the voice of his words. 

21 O praise the Lord, all ye his hosts ; ye servants 
of his that do his pleasure. 



9. Will not alway be chiding] 
Notwithstanding the sins and of- 
fences by which we are perpetually 
provoking God's wrath, He is 
too merciful to be for ever punish- 
ing, and is ready to cease from 
anger on the first sign of true 
repentance. 

10. He hath not dealt with us 
after our sins] He hath not pun- 

is/ied us aa we, for oar ains, de- 
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served. Thus, in the Litany, we 
pray, *0 Lord, deal not with 
us offer (according to) our sins; 
neither reward us after our ini- 
quities.' 

12. So far hath He set our sins 
from us'^ So large and complete is 
his forgiveness to the penitent. 

20. Ful^ his commandmenf] 
That is, serve as ministers to exe- 
cute the ordeia of the Most High. 
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22 O speak good of the Lord, all ye works of his, 
in all places of his dominion : praise thou the Lord, 
my soul. 

Evening.] PsALM CIV. [Bay 20. 

HYMN OP PRAISE TO THE CREATOR OP ALL THINGS. 

Proper Psalm for Wkit-Simday. 

PEAISE the Lord, my soul : O Lord my God, 
Thou art become exceeding glorious ; Thou art 
clothed with majesty and honour. 

2 Thou deckest Thyself with light as it were with a 
garment : and spreadest out the heavens like a curtain. 

3. Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the 
waters : and maketh the clouds his chariot, and walketh 
upon the wings of the wind. 

4 He maketh his angels spirits : and his ministers 
a flaming fire. 

5. He laid the foundations of the earth : that it 
never should move at any time. 

6. Thou coveredst it with the deep like as with a 
garment : the waters stand in the hiUs. 

7 At thy rebuke they flee : at the voice of thy 
thunder they are afraid. 

8 They go up as high as the hills, and down to the 
valleys beneath ; even unto the place which Thou hast 
appointed for them. 



Fs. CIV. is a tnily sublime 
poem, setting forth, in the richest 
language, the power, wisdom, and 
goodness of God, as Maker of the 
world and all that therein is. 

3. The beams of his chamberSy 
&c.] That is, Maketh his dwelling- 
place on the waters. 

4. He maketh his angels spirits'] 
More clearly, He maketh the winds 
his messengers, and flaming fire his 
ministers. This verse is quoted by 
St. PauU Heb. i. 7. See Job 
xxxviii. 85. 
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5. Never should move at any 
time] Or, " should not be removed 
for ever." 

6. Thou coveredst it with the 
deep] With the deep waters. See 
Gen. i. 2. 

— The waters stand in the hills] 
" The waters stood above the 
mountains." 

7. At thy rebuke they flee] " At 
thy rebuke they fied ; at the voice 
of thy thunder they hasted away." 
See Gen. i. 7* 



Day 20. 



PSALM CIV. 



9 Thou hast set them their bounds which they shall 
not pass : neither turn again to cover the earth. 

10 He sendeth the springs into the riveia : which 
run among the hills. 

11 All beasts of the field drink thereof : and the 
wild asses quench their thirst 

12 Beside them shall the fowls of the air have their 
habitation : and sing among the branches. 

13 He watereth the hills from above : the earth is 
filled with the fruit of thy works. 

14 He bringeth forth grass for the cattle : and green 
herb for the service of men ; 

15 That he may bring food out of the earth, and 
wine that maketh glad the heart of man : and oil to 
make him a cheerful coimtenance, and bread to strengthen 
man's heart. 

16 The trees of the Lord also are full of sap : even 
the cedars of Libanus which he hath planted | 

17 Wherein the birds make their nests : and the fir- 
trees are a dwelling for the stork. 

18 The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats : 
and so are the stony rocks for the conies. 

19 He appointed the moon for certain seasons : and 
the sun knoweth his going down. 



10. Inlo the rivers] Rather, as 
in the Bib. Ver. " into the valleys." 

12. Sififf among the branches] ha. 
the east, trees ^ow chiefly on the 
margin of rivers, and near foontains 
of water. 

13. From above] From his 
chambers on high, — from the 
donds. See verse 3. 

16. And oily &c.] Some under- 
stand the words to mean, making 
his face to shine as with oil. 

16. The trees of the Lord] The 

majestic trees which had sprun;? up 

without hnman care or cultivation. 

Compare Ps. Ixxx. 10, where, in 

the Bible Yemon^ the goodlj cedars 
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are in the margin called (according 
to the Hebrew form of superlative) 
the " cedars of God." 

18. The wild goats] Or rather, 
perhaps, the chamois. 

— The cony] is supposed to be 
the Syrian h^rax, a creature some- 
what resembling theEn^Urii rabbit. 
See ProT. xxx. 26. 

19. For certatH seasons] To maA 
the distinction of time, and 'to 
divide the day from the night.' 
Gen. i. 14. 

— I%e sun knoweth his going 
down] That is, obeys the law& ra 
its Creator, for the benefit of his 
creatures. 
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20 Thou makest darkness that it may be night : 
wherein all the beasts of the forest do move. 

21 The lions roaring after their prey : do seek their 
meat from God. 

22 The sun ariseth, and they get them away together : 
and lay them down in their dens. 

23 Man goeth forth to his work, and to his labour : 
until the evening. 

24 O Lord, how manifold are thy works : in wisdom 
hast Thou made them all ; the eaxih is full of thy 
riches. 

25 So is the great and wide sea also : wherein are 
things creeping innumerable, both small and great 
beasts. 

26 There go the ships, and there is that leviathan : 
whom Thou hast made to take his pastime therein, 

27 These wait all upon Thee : that Thou mayest give 
them meat in due season. 

28 When Thou givest it them they gather it ; and 
when Thou openest thy hand, they are filled with 
good. 

29 When Thou hidest thy face they are troubled : 
when Thou takest away their breath they die, and are 
turned again to their dust. 

30 Wjhen Thou lettest thy breath go forth they shall 
be made : and Thou shalt renew the face of the earth. 



20. Tkou makest darknesg thaiit 
may beni^hf] "Thou makest dark- 
ness and it is night." 

— Wherein tdl the beasts of the 
forest do move] Then do all the 
wild beasts of the forest prowl. 

25. Small and areat beasts^ The 
word beast is nsed in our version of 
the Bible for any living creature ex- 
cept man. In this place it denotes 
fishes. In Gen. iii. 1 it is applied 
to the serpent ; and in fieT. iv. 7, to 
birds, — * an eagle.' 

26. Lemathan] The whale may 
probably be meant. SeeJobxlil. I 
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^9. Hidest thy face'] When Thou 
withdrawest thy favour and protec- 
tion ; as in times of famine, storm, 
or frost. 

80. When Thou lettest thy breath 
go forth, &c.] " Thou sendest forth 
thy spirit, they are created." See 
Gen. L 2 ; Job zxxiii. 4. 

— Shalt renew the face of the 
earth'] Shalt call into life other 
creatures to occupy the place of 
those which have been removed by 
death. A new creation succeeds to 
that which has passed away. 
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. 31 The glorious Majesty of tlie Lord sliall endure for 
ever : the Lord shall rejoice in his works. 

32 The earth shall tremble at the look of Him : if 
He do but touch the hills, they shall smoke. 
. 33 I will sing imto the Lord as long as I live : I 
will praise my God while I have my being. 
: 34 And so shall my words please Him : my joy shall 
l)e in the Lord. 

35 As for sinners, they shall be consumed out of the 
earth, and the ungodly shall come to an end : praise 
thou the Lord, my soul, praise the Lord. 

Morning.] PsALM CV. [Day 21. 

QOD'S DEALINOS with ISRAEL OF OLD. 

OGIVE thanks unto the Lord, and call upon his 
Name : tell the people what things He ha^ done. 

2 let your songs be of Him, and praise Him : and 
let your talking be of all his wondrous works. 

3 Rejoice in his holy Name : let the heart of them 
i-ejoice that seek the Lord. 

4 Seek the Lord and his strength : seek his hce 
evermore. 

5 Eemember the marvellous works that He hath 
done : his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth, 

6 ye seed of Abraham his servant : ye children of 
Jacob his chosen. 

7 He is the Lord our God : his judgments are in all 
the world. 



32. The earth shall tremble ^ &c.] 
" He looketh on the earth, and it 
trembleth : He toucheth the hills, 
and they smoke." 

Ps. C V. — ^The F^mist calls npon 
his oonntrymen to praise Jehovah, 
who, ever mindAil of his covenant 
with their father Abraham, had de- 
livered them from their long capti- 
vity in Egypt, and bronsrht them, 
hysignB and wonders which He did, 
into the possession of the promised 
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land of Canaan. See Gen. xii. 2 ; 
XV. 5 ; xvii. Si ; xxii. 17 ; xxvi. 8w 
The first fifteen verses are fbuid in 
1 Chron. xvi. 8—22. 

5. Jiufyments efkUmouih'] Sen- 
tences of judgment pronomieed and 
execnted against his enemies. 

7. His JudffmenU are in att the 
world'] He hath manlfrsted his 
power and providence to aQ nations 
oy the mighty things which He bath 
I WTOTLg>httoTViYs\ie(y^ Israel. 
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8 He hatk been alway mindfol of his covenant and 
promise : that He made to a thousand generations ; 
: 9 Eyen the covenant that He made with Abraham : 
and the oath that He sware unto Isaac ; 

10 And appointed the same unto Jacob for a law : 
iind to Israel for an everlasting testament ; 

1 1 Saying * Unto thee will I give the land of Ca- 
naan : the lot of your inheritance ; ' 

. 12 When there were yet but a few of them : and 
they strangers in the land ; 

13 What time as they went from one nation to an- 
other : from one kingdom to another people ; 

14: He suffered no man to do them wrong : but re- 
proved even kings for their sakes ; 

15 'Touch not mine anointed : and do my prophets 
no harm/ 

16 Moreover, He called for a dearth upon the land : 
and destroyed all the provision of bread. 

17. But He had sent a man before them : even 
Joseph, who was sold to be a bondservant ; 



.. 10. Jn everJaatind testameuf] A 
promise or decree which should 
never be broken. 

• 11. Unto thee vill I give^ &c.l 
*The land whereon thou (JacobJ 
liest, to thee will 1 give it, and to 
thy seed.' Gen. xxviii. 13, 

12. But a few of them] 'And 
Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye 
have troubled me to make me stink 
among the inhabitants of the land, 
among the Canaanites and the Fer- 
iusites ; and 1, being /t^ir m number^ 
they shall gather themselves against 
me, and slay me.' Gen. xxxiv. 30. 
— Stramgert in the land'] *I 
will give to thee, and to thy seed 
after thee, the land wherein thon 
art a stranger, all the land of Ca- 
naan, for an everlasting covenant ; 
and I will be their God.' Gen. 
xvii. 8. See also Gen. xxiii. 4^ 
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and Acts vii. 5. 

14. Reproved even kings, &c.] 
Rebuked by chastisements, or by 
warnings of the consequences that 
wodd follow, as at Gen. xii. 17 ; 
XX. 7 ; xxxi. 34. 

16. Mine anointed] My chosen 
instruments : those whom, like the 
patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
and Joseph, God had set apart and 
consecrated to his service, and for 
the execution of his providential de- 
signs. 

— Prophets] This term is ap- 
plied, not to those only who fore- 
told future events, but to holy men 
commissioned by God to speak in 
his name. 

16. J dearth upon the land, &c.] 
That is, upon the land of Canaan. 
Gen. xli. 54. Compare Jsa. iii. 1. 

17. E^en /<w«pfc.\ "Xw^^^K*- 
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18 Whose feet they hurt in the stocks : the iron 
entered into his soul ; 

19 Until the time came that his cause was known : 
the word of the Lord tried him. 

20 The king sent, and delivered liim : the prince of 
the people let him go free. 

21 He made him lord also of his house : and ruler 
of all his substance ; 

22 That he might inform his princes after his will : 
and teach his senators wisdom. 

23 Israel also came into ^E^pt : and Jacob was a 
stranger in the land of Ham. 

24 And He increased his people exceedingly : and 
made them stronger than their enemies ; 

25 Whose heart turned so, that they hated his 
people : and dealt untruly with his servants. 

26 Then sent He Moses his servant : and Aaron 
whom he had chosen. 

27 And these shewed his tokens among them : and 
wonders in the land of Ham. 

28 He sent darkness, and it was dark : and they 
were not obedient unto his word. 

29 He turned their waters into blood : and slew 
their fish. 



torr of Joseph, see Genesis, espe- 
dally xxxix. 1, and xlv. 7, 8. 

18. The iron entered into his 
«(>»/] As the iron fetters galled 
his limbs, so the crnel and shameful 
treatment of a prison pierced and 
wounded his spirit. See Gen. 
xxm. 20. 

19. That his cause was known] 
Or, Until his words, that is, his 
prophecy to his fellow-servants, 
came to pass. 

— 7'he word of the Lord tried 
7/tm] The interpretation of the 
dreams which he M'as enabled by 
tiie vision to make, cleared and jus- 
t}£ed hjm. 
22. Ift/brm hUprtnces] Direct 
I9a 



and control, according to his plea- 
sure, the great men and mlers of 
Pharsoh's court, and give wise in- 
struction to the senators^ or elders 
and councillors of the kingdom. 

28. The land of Ham] Egypt. 
Refer to Ps. Ixxviii. 62. 

28. He sent darkness'] For the 
account of the plagues of Egypt, 
see Exod. viii. — xii. 

— Tkeywere noi obedient, &c.] 
The Bib. Ver. gives the eontnuy, 
and probably correct meaning: — 
"They rebelled not against his 
word.*' That is, subdued by God's 
repeated judgments, they no longer 
resisted his will. 
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30 Their land brought forth frogs : yea, even in 
their kings* chambers. 

31 He spake the word, and there came all manner of 
flies : and lice in all their quarters. 

32 He gave them hailstones for rain : and flames of 
fire in their land. 

33 He smote their vines also, and fig-trees : and 
destroyed the trees that were in their coasts. 

34 He spake the word, and the grasshoppers came, 
and caterpillars innumerable : and did eat up all 
the grass in their land, and devoured the fruit of 
their ground. 

35 He smote all the first-bom in their land : even 
the chief of all their strength. 

36 He brought them forth also with silver and 
gold : there was not one feeble person among their 
tribes. 

37 ^Egypt was glad at their departing : for they were 
afraid of them. 

38 He spread out a cloud to be a covering : and fire 
to give light in the night-season. 

39 At their desire He brought quails : and He filled 
them with the bread of heaven. 

40 He opened the rock of stone, and the waters 
flowed out : so that rivers ran in the dry places. 

41 For why] He remembered his holy promise : 
and Abraham his servant 

42 And He brought forth his people with joy : and 
his chosen with gladness ; 



86. With tUver and ff old] The 
children of Israd, on their depar- 
tnre, asked and recelTed from tlie 
Egyptians 'jewels of silver and 
jewels of gold.* Exod. xH 35. 

— Not one feeble person^ &c,] 
Of all the thousands of Israel, not 
one was left behind through lame- 
ness or infirmity, — not one bat was 
able to march out with his ransomed 
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countrymen. 

88. A cloud . . . and fire"] In al- 
lusion to the doud by day, and the 

Killar of fire by night, which went 
efore their armies. Numb. ix. 16. 

89. The bread of Heaoen\ The 
manna which was sent from Heaven 
to feed them in the wilderness. Ps. 
Ixxviii. 26. Compare also St. John. 
vi.81— a5-,4a-Jb\. 
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43 And gave them the lands of the heathen : and 
they took the labours of the people in possession ; 

44 That they might keep his statutes : and observe 
his laws. 



Evening.] 



Psalm CVI. 

THE TRIALS OF THE WILDERNESS. 
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OGIVE thanks unto the Lord, for He is gracious : 
and his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 Who can express the noble acts of the Lord : or 
shew forth aU his praise 1 

3 Blessed are they that alway keep judgment : and 
do righteousness. 

4 Eemember me, O Lord, according to the favour 
that Thou bearest unto thy people : visit me with 
thy salvation ; 

5 That I may see the felicity of thy chosen : and 
rejoice in the gladness of thy people, and give thanks 
with thine inheritance. 

6 We have sinned with our fathers : we have done 
amiss, and dealt wickedly. 

7 Our fathers regarded not thy wonders in Egypt, 
neither kept they thy great goodness in remembrance : 
but were dLsobedient at the sea, even at the Ked sea. 

8 Nevertheless, He helped them for his Name's sake : 
that He might make his power to be known. 

9 He rebuked the Eed Sea also, and it was dried 




43. The labours of the pt 
The fruits of their labour; tlieir 
corn, and wine, and oil. 

ft. CVL was probably written 
about the end of the Babylonian 
captivity. It forms a natural sup- 
plement to Ps. CY., for whereas that 
celebrates Jehovah's covenant with 
Abraiiam, his protection of the Is- 
xaalJtes in Egypt, their deliverance, 
and £nal settlement in Canaan, 
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Ps. CYi. acknowledges the nngrate- 
ful return which the people had 
made for all these mereies, and 
admits the justice of the Uivine 
judgments on their disobedience 
and rebellion. 

8. Keep jvdgmen{\ FdObw the 
ways of justice, and keep God's 
commandments. 

6. The fehciiy, &c.] The hap- 
piness and prosperity of thy chosen 
onaa. 
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up : SO He led tJiem ikhrough the deep, as through a 
wilderness. 

10 And He saved them from the adversary's hand : 
and delivered them from the hand of the enemy. 

11 Ajs f or those that troubled them, the waters over- 
whelmed them : there was not one of them left 

12 Then belijeved they his words : and sang praise 
unto Him. 

; 13 But within a while they forgat his works : and 
would not abide his counsel 

14 But lust came upon them in the wilderness : and 
they tempted God in the desert 

15 And He gave them their desire : and sent lean- 
ness withal into their soul. 

16 They angered Moses also in the tents : and Aaron 
the saint of the Lord. 

17 So:the earth opened, and swallowed up Dathan : 
and covered the congregation of Abiram. 

18 And the fire was kindled in their company : the 
flame burnt up the ungodly. 

19 They made a calf in Horeb : and worshipped the 
molten image. 

20 Thus they turned their glory : into the similitude 
of a calf that eateth hay. 



. 9. Am thrcmgh awildernisi] As 
over diy land. 

11. Those that troubUdthem,kfi.'\ 
**The wsten covered tbeir ene- 
mies." See £xod. xt. 6. 

13. Wimldnot abide his eounsel^ 
Would lot trust his promise, and 
wait in patjenee for its falfilmsnt. 

14. Lusi\ The cravings of appe- 
tite. Nnmb. xi. 4>. 

16. And sent leanMet9\ But, while 

showering down flesh in abundance 

for them to eat, He sent a plagne 

and wasting sickness upon them. 

See Numb. xi. 38, 84. 

16. Angered] " Envied Moses." 

.17. Th9 emih of^ened^ Vorthe 
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history of the rebellion of Bathan 
and Abiram, see Numb. xvi. 

19. Th^ made a calf] The people, 
impatient at the long absence of 
Moses in the Mount, required Aaron 
to make them * gods ; * and he sin- 
ftilly complied with their request, 
and made for them a molten image^ 
sQoh) probably, as they had seen in 
^gypt ; t^ is, the image of a calf, 
made of gc^d melted in the fire and 
shaped by the mould into which it 
was cast. Refer to Exod. xxxii. 4. 

20. They turned their flory, ftcl 
They dishonoured the living God 
wbcm it was their privilege to wor- 
ship, by re\iies«tt!&^^ maSk ^tiak^ssi 
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21 And they forgat Grod their Saviour : who had 
done so great things in Egypt ; 

22 Wondrous works in the land of Ham : and fear- 
ful things by the Bed Sea. 

23 So He said, He would have destroyed them, had 
not Moses his chosen stood before Him in the gap : to 
turn Away his wrathftd indignation, lest He should 
destroy them. 

24 Yea, they thought scorn of that pleasant land : 
and gave no credence unto his word ; 

25 But murmured in their tents ! and hearkened 
not unto the voice of the Lord. 

26 Then lift He up his hand against them : to over- 
throw them in the wilderness ; 

27 To cast out their seed among the nations : and to 
scatter them in the lands. 

28 They joined themselves unto Baal-Peor : and ate 
the offerings of the dead. 

29 Thus they provoked Him to anger with their own 
inventions : and the plague was great among them. 

30 Then stood up Phmees and prayed : and so the 
plague ceased. 



the HmUtude or likeness of a calf 
that eateth hay, or, as it is translated 
in the Bible, ** an ox that eateth 
grass.*' 

22. I%e land of Ham] Egypt, a 
country peopled by the deaoendants 
of Ham. rs. Ixxviii. 62. 

23. In the^(^] *' In the breach,'* 
to resist, as it were, the further in- 
roads of Gk>d*s avenging angeL The 
weapons which Moses used sacoess- 
fnlly were intercession and prayer. 
Read Exod. xxxii. 10—14. 

24. Thought »conC\ Contemned 
and made light of the land of pro- 
mise to which Jehovah, by his ser- 
vant Moses, was conducting them. 
See Numb. xiii. xiv. 

— Oave no credence , &c.] Did 
not believe his word. 
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26. Then lift He i^ his hand'] 
The gesture of one taking an oath. 
God sware that He would let them 
perish in the wilderness. Numb, 
xiv. 80, margin ; Bent, -xxxii 40 ; 
See also Psalm xcv. 11. 

28. Baal-Peor] Literally, the 
Lord of Feor, which was a mountain 
in Moab ; and so we maj under- 
stand Baal to mean the raise god, 
or idol, of the Moabites. See 
Numb. XXV, 8. 

— Offerings of the dead] The 
sacrifices offered, to lifeless idok. 
Compare 1 Cor. viii. 4. 

29. Their oum inventions'] The 
false worship and sinful praetioee 
which they had devised. 

80. And praifed] '* Executed 
Judgment.** Pmnehas acted 48 a 
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31 And that was counted unto him for righteous- 
ness : among all posterities for evermore. 

32 They angered Him also at the waters of strife : 
so that He punished Moses for their sakes ; 

33 Because they provoked his spirit : so that he 
spake unadvisedly with his lips. 

34 Neither destroyed they the heathen : as the Lord 
commanded them ; 

35 But were mingled among the heathen : and 
learned their works. 

36 Insomuch that they worshipped their idols, which 
turned to their own decay : yea, they offered their sons 
and their daughters unto devils ; 

37 And shed innocent blood, even the blood of 
their sons and of their daughters : whom they offered 
unto the idols of Canaan ; and the land was defiled 
with blood. 

38 Thus were they stained with their own works r 
and went a whoring with their own inventions. 

39 Therefore was the wrath of the Lord kindled 
against his people : insomuch that He abhorred his 
own inheritance. 

40 And he gave them over into the hand of the 



iudge, and, by slaying those who 
had incorred the pentuty of death 
through violation of the Mosaic 
law, stayed the plague. Numb. 
KV. 7, 8. 

81. "For nghieouine»9\ As de- 
seryinff Gkxl*s favour and blessing. 
Phinehas, because he was zealous 
for the Ix)rd*s sake, received the 
promise of an everlasting priest- 
hood in his family. Numb. zxv. 
11—13. 

— Afium^ aUpoiierUie*] ** Unto 
all generations. 

82. The wder» of tirife] The 
waters of Meribah. Numo. xx. 18. 
See Ps. Ixzxi 8, and note. 

83. Unadvisedly] Hotly and 
rashly, as under provocation. 
Numb. XX. 10. 
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34. Neither destroyed they the 
heathen] The Israelites had re- 
ceived the express command of Je- 
hovah, to execute his vengeance on 
the wicked and idolatrous Canaan- 
ites ; but, from fear or worldliness, 
thev spared them, and soon became 

Solluted by their corruptions. See 
osh.xvi. 10 ; Judges i. 21, 27—36. 

36. Turned to their own deeay] 
" Were a snare unto them." 

— Unto devils] Demons, the 
false gods of Canaan. Deut. xii. 
81 ; 2 Kings xvii. 17. 

38. Went a whoring] As a false 
wife is unfaithful to her husband, 
so they left the service of the living . 
Gk>d, to serve deities of their own 
imagination. Lev. xx. 6. 

40. Rt ga«c them owt\ ^^^ 
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heathen : and they that hated them were lords over 

them. 

: 41 Their enemies oppressed them : and had them in 

suhjection. 

42 Many. a time did He deliver them : but they 
rebeUed against Him with their own inventions, and 
were brought down in their wickedness. 

43 ^N'evertheless, when He saw their adversity : He 
heard their complaint. 

44 He thought upon his covenant^ and pitied them, 
according unto the multitude of his mercies : yea, He 
made aU those that led them away captive to pity 
them. 

45 Deliver us, O Lord our God, and gather us from 
among the heathen : that we may give thanks unto thy 
holy Name, and make our boast of thy praise. 

46 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlast- 
ing, and world without end : and let all the people say, 
Amen. 



Moming.] 



Psalm CVIL 

THE OHTJBCH's SONG OF THANKSQIYIKO. 
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GIVE thanks unto the liOrd, for He is gracious 
and his mercy endureth for ever. 



their das and rebellions^ He suf- 
fered them to he earned away 
captives to Babylon. 

44. Se made all ihose, &c.] 
'Give them compassion before 
them who carried them away cap- 
tive/ was the prayer of king Solo- 
mon at the dedication of the 
Temple. 1 Kings viii. 50. 

46. Bleued be the Lord God] 
This doxology closes the fourth 
Book of the Psalms. 

Ps. CVIL suits the time of the 

ntnrn of the Jews from Babylon, 

B.C. 535; and m^ have been sung 

4^ iAe Arst ceJebratioa of the feast 
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of tabernacles after that joyful 
event. See Ezra iii. 1 — 6. God's 
people are exhorted to give thanks 
for various acts of mercy: — ^the 
safe conduct of the way-worn exile 
to his own home, 4f—7 ; the feed- 
ing of the hungry, 9 ; the deliver- 
ance of the captive from bondage, 
10—^16; the restoration of the sick, 
17 — 20; and the preservation of 
the storm-tost mariner, 23 — SO. 
Gk>d's dealings with his people by 
judgments and mercies, according 
to their obedience or disobedience, 
are set forth in verses 33^-36 ; and 
tUe coucLudin^ verses seem to have 
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2 Let tkem give thanks whom the Lord hath re- 
deemed : and delivered from the hand of the enemy ; 

3 And gathered them out of the lands, from the 
east,: and from the west : from the north, and from the 
south. 

4 They went astray in the wilderness out of the 
way : and found no city to dwell in ; 

' h Hungry and thirsty : their soul fainted in them. 

6 So they cried unto the Lord in their trouble : and 
He delivered them from their distress. 

7 Jle led them forth by the right way : that they 
mi^t go to the city where they dwelt 

8 that men would therefore praise the Lord for 
his goodness : and declare the wonders that He doeth 
for the children of men ! 

9 For He satisfieth the empty soul : and filleth th^ 
hungry soul with goodness. 

10 Such as sit in darkness^ and in the shadow 
of death : being fast bound in misery and iron ; 

11 Because they rebelled against the words of the 
Lord : and lightly regarded lie counsel of the Most 
Highest ; 

12 He also brought down their heart through heavi- 
ness : they fell down, and there was none to help them. 

13 So when they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble : He delivered them out of their distress. 

14 For He brought them out of darkness, and out of 
the shadow of death : and brake their bonds in sunder. 



reference to the rest oration of 
Judah from his long banishment) 
the rebnilding of their city, the 
coltiTation of their land, and the 
increase of the people. 

8. OtU of the lands] From the 
several conntries into which th^ 
had been carried captive. 

7. TAe city where they dweU\ 
A dty to dwell in, as at ver. 4. 

8. that men, &c.] An invita- 
tion to all men to join in thanks- 
giving for mercies received, forms 
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the choras of the song, and is re- 
peated at verses 16, 21 and 81. 

9. With poodnett] With good 
things. Ps. oiii 5 ; Lnke i. 53. 

10. Sit in darkness] They wlio 
are shut up in a dark dungeon. 

— Fast bound in misery and 
iron'] Bonnd with pdling chains 
-~tlie bonds of affliction. 

12. Brought down their heart 
through heaviness] * Heaviness in 
the heart of man maketh it stoop.* 
ProT. xii. 26. 
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15 O that men would therefore praise the Lord for 
his goodness : and declare the wonders that He doeth 
for the children of men ! 

16 For He hath broken the gates of brass : and 
smitten the bars of iron in sunder. 

17 Foolish men are plagued for their offence : and 
because of their wickedness. 

18 Their soul abhorred all manner of meat : and 
they were even hard at death's door. 

19 So when they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble : He delivered them out of their distress* 

20 He sent his word, and healed them : and they 
were saved from their destruction. 

21 that men would therefore praise the Lord for 
his goodness : and declare the wonders that He doeth 
for the children of men ! 

22 That they would offer imto Him the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving : and tell out his works with gladness ! 

23 They that go down to the sea in ships : and 
occupy their business in great waters ; 

24 These men see the works of the Lord : and his 
wonders in the deep. 

25 For at his word the stormy wind ariseth : which 
lifteth up the waves thereof 

26 They are carried up to the heaven, and down 
again to the deep : their soul melteth away because of 
the trouble. 



16. Hoik broken the gaiea of 
brass, &c.] That is, hath overcome 
the s^ngeat enemies that opposed 
themselves to the release of ma cap- 
tive people. This may be r^arded 
as the ndfUment of the prophecy 
of Isaiah xlv. 2. 

17. Foolish men] The ungodly 
and nnbelievers. Refer to Fs. xiv. 1. 

18. l%eir soul abhorred, &c.] 
Their loathing of food is cited in 

proof of their extreme sickness ; 
jret though they were 'even hard 
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ai deaiKs door I when they cried 
unto the Lord He healed them, 
▼V. 19, 20. Compare Matt viii. 8. 
* Speak the word only and my 
servant shall be healed.' 

23—30.] This striking descrip- 
tion of a sudden storm at sea, the 
terror of the ship's crew, their 

{)rayer, and their deliverance, has 
ed to the adoption of this Fudm 
in the * Forms of Prayer to be used 
at Sea.' 
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27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken 
man : and are at their wit's end. 

28 So when they cry unto the Lord in their trouhle : 
He delivereth them out of their distress. 

29 For He maketh the storm to cease : so that the 
waves thereof are still. 

30 Then are they glad, hecause they are at rest : 
and so He bringeth them unto the haven where they 
would be. 

31 that men would therefore praise the Lord for 
his goodness : and declare the wonders that He doeth 
for flie children of men ! 

32 That they would exalt Him also in the congrega- 
tion of the people : and praise Him in the seat of 
the elders ! 

33 Who tumeth the floods into a wilderness : and 
drieth up the water-springs. 

34 A fruitful land maketh He barren : for the 
wickedness of them that dwell therein. 

35 Again, He maketh the wilderness a standing 
water : and water-springs of a dry ground. 

36 And there He setteth the hungry : that they 
may build them a city to dwell in ; 

37 That they may sow their land, and plant vine- 
yards : to yield them fruits of increase. 

38 He blesseth them, so that they multiply exceed- 
ingly ; and suffereth not their cattle to decrease. 

39 And again, when they are minished, and brought 
low : through oppression, through any plague or trouble ; 



29. He maketh the storm to cease, 
&c.] The power here attributed to 
God, that of calming the storm, 
waa exerci!<ed by Christ in one of 
his recorded miracles. See Matt, 
viu. 28. 

30. Tie haven^ The harbour or 
port. 

32. Seat of ike elders] The coun- 
cil of governors and jadges. 

33. The foods'] " Kivers." 
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34. A fruiifttl land, &c.] Com- 
pare Isaiah xxxii. 13-^ 18. In the 
moral government of his ancient 
people the Israelites, the Almighty 
acted by means of temporal rewards 
and punishments, sending upon 
their land fertility or barreunes.i, 
according as they served him faith- 
fully, or transgresse^l his laws. Isa. 
xxxii. 13—19. 

39. Miwukti\ Q\^ ^ -^^ v«f« 
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40 Though. He suffer them to be evil intreoted 
through tyrants : and let them wander out of the way 
in the wilderness ; 

41 Yet helpeth He the poor out of misery : and 
maketh him households like a flock of sheep. 

42 The righteous will consider this, and rejoice : 
and the mouth of all wickedness shall be stopped. 

43 Whoso is wise will ponder these things : and 
they shall understand the loving-kindness of tiie Lord. 



Evening.'] 
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THB OONQUBROR'S BOKO OF TBIUMFH. 

Proper Psalm for Aicention D«tp. 

OGOD, my heart is ready, my heart is ready : I 
• will sing and give praise with the best member 
that I have. 

2 Awake, thou lute, and harp : I myself will awake 
right early. 

3 I will give thanks unto Thee, Lord, among the 
people : I wiU sing praises unto Thee among the 
nations. 

4 For thy mercy is greater than the heavens : and 
thy truth reacheth unto the clouds. 

5 Set up Thyself O Gk)d, above the heavens : and 
thy glory above all the earth. 

6 That thy beloved may be delivered : let thy right 
hand save them, and hear Thou me. 



say, diiniiiished, reduced. Paalm 
xii. L 

40. n9mffhEesuJer\TheBihle 
rendering u more commonly re- 
ceived : " He pooreth contempt 
upon princes, and canseth them to 
wandi^r in Uie wilderness, where 
there is no way." These words are 
taken from Job xii. 21 and 24. 

41, Maketh him households] In- 
creasetb and mnltiplietik their 
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families. * They send forth their 
little ones like a flock.' Job xxi. 11. 

Ps. CVIII. is made np of two 
others. The first five versM are 
almost word for word the same as 
the last five of Ps. Ivii., and the last 
eight are the same as verses 6 — 12 
of Ps. Ix. ; to which refer for notes. 

4. Is greater than the heaven*] 
Compare Fs. ciii. 11. 
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7 Gk)(i hath spoken in his holiness : I will rejoice 
therefore, and divide Sichem, and mete out the vaUey 
of Succoth. 

8 Gilead is mine, and Manasses is mine : Ephraim 
also is the strength of my head. 

9 Judah is my law-giver, Moah is my wash-pot : 
over Edom will I cast out my shoe ; upon Philistia 
will I triumph. 

10 Who will lead me into the strong city : and who 
will hring me into Edom ? 

11 Hast not Thou forsaken us, O God : and wilt 
not Thou, God, go forth with our hosts ? 

12 O help us against the enemy : for vain is the 
help of man. 

13 Through God we shall do great acts : and it is 
He that shall tread down our enemies. 



Psalm CIX. 

QOD'S JUD01OI17T8 AGAUSISI BIS ENEMIES. 

HOIJ) not thy tongue, God of my praise : for 
the mouth of the ungodly, yea, the mouth of the 
deceitful is opened upon me. 

2 And they have spoken against me with false 
tongues : they compassed me ahout also with words of 
hatred, and fought against me without a cause. 

3 For the love that I had unto them, lo, they take 
now my contrary part : but I give myself unto prayer. 



Ps. CtX.— " A Psahn of David," 
written probably at a time when he 
was Buffering from the malice and 
animosity of Saul, who thos re- 
tnrned evil for good. Pur an 
answer to the objections commonly 
made to this Psalm, as exliibiting a 
vindictive and unforgiving spirit^ 
see note on ver. 5. 

1. Hold not thy iongve] Hear 
not in silence the false accnsations 
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of my enemies. 

1. God of my praise] Object of 
my praise, Thon who hast given me 
snch abundant cause to bless and 
praise Thee. 

3. For the love"] In return for 
the love. 

— My contrary parf] The side 
opposed to me; tney are become 
my enemies. 
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4 Thus have they rewarded me evil for good : and 
hatied for my good wilL 

5 Set Thou an ungodly man to be ruler over him : 
and let Satan stand at his right hand. 

6* When sentence is given upon him, let him be con- 
demned : and let his prayer be turned into sin. 

7 Let his days be few : and let another take his 
office. 

8 Let his children be fatherless : and his wife a 
widow. 

9 Let his children be vagabonds, and beg their bread : 
let them seek it also out of desolate places. 



5. Set Thau, &c.] The praver 
of David, in this and the following 
verses, is that God would assert and 
vindicate the divine justice in the 
punishment of his rehellions ene- 
mies. It mnst he borne in mind 
that,nnder the Mosaic law, rewards 
and punishments were strictlv tem- 
poral. If the wilfnl and maucions 
adversaries of Jehovah remained 
nnpnnished, it might be said that 
He wanted the power to inflict the 
penalties denonnced in his own law, 
and the impnnity of the nngodly 
wonld thns become a stumbling 
block to the pions Israelite. David, 
therefore, is not giving expression 
to his own private feelings of hatred 
or revenge ; but, as a minister and 
prophet of the Most High, he calls 
upon Him to assert his own sove- 
reignty, and not suffer his law to be 
set at nought. He appeals to the 
God of justice to execute on hard- 
ened and impenitent sinners the sen- 
tence solemnly pronounced against 
them by the mouth of his servant 
Moses (Dent, xxviii. 15 to the end). 
No one who believes that the Grod 
of all: the earth will do right, needs 
scruple to use the inspired words of 
the Psalmist, if only he use them, 
not as his private wish and prayer, 
An^ as a humble acir/iowledgment 
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that * the wrath of God is revealed 
ftrom heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men.* Bom. 
i. 18. We must remember that the 
divine justice has lost none of its 
vigour under the new covenant, but 
that he who despises the far riolier 
means of grace which are there 
offered, will suffer a fax sorer 

Sunishroent than he who was con- 
emned under the law of Moaea. 
Heb. X. 26, 27 ; xii. 25. 

5. Buleri Bather, perhapR,}ndfe. 

— Let Saian\ Let an adversary 
and accuser stand (as was the cus- 
tom in a court of justice) at his 
right. See Zech. iii. 1 ; Bev. xii. 
9, 10. This is the only place in the 
Psalms in which the name of the 
prince of evil spirits is mentioned. 

6. Whenienienoe it ffiven\'Vf\ieti 
he is judged. 

— Let hia prayer^ &c.] Not 
his prayer to Gitxl ; but let his plea 
and entreaty to Ms earthly judge 
be regarded as an aggravation of 
his offence. 

7. Lei another take] This is 
quoted by St. Peter as proj^hetieal 
of the traitor Judas. Acts i. 20. 

9 — 11. Let his ehildreHt kcj] It 
would seem as if the condition of 
the Jewish people, wanderers upon 
the face of the earth, and so onen 
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10 Let the extortioner consume all that he hath : 
and let the stranger spoil his lahour. 

11^ Let there be no man to pity him : nor to have 
compassion upon his fatherless children. 

12 Let his posterity be destroyed : and in the next 
generation let his name be clean put out. 

13 Let the wickedness of his fathers be had in re- 
membrance in the sight of the Lord : and let not the 
sin of his mother be done away. 

14 Let them alway be before the Lord : that He may 
root out the memonal of them from off the earth ; 

15 And that, because his mind was not to do good : 
but perseeuted the poor helpless man that he might 
slay him that was vexed at the heart 

16 His delight was in cursing, and it shall happen 
unto him : he loved not blessing, therefore shall it be 
far from him. 

17 He clothed himself with cursing, like as with a 
raiment : and it shall come into his bowels like water,, 
and like oil into his bones. 

IS Let it be unto him as the cloke that he hath up- 
on him •: and as the girdle that he is alway girded withal. 

19 Let it thus happen from the Lord unto mine 
enemies : and to those that speak evil against my soul. 

20 But deal Thou with me, O Lord God, according 
unto thy Name : for sweet is thy mercy. 



the victims oi oppression and in- 
justice, were prophetically fore- 
shewn in these verses. 

9. Out of desdate places] In a 
land laid waste hy the enemy. 

] 2. Let his posterity ^ &c.] The 
Jews, as a people uid kingdom, 
were doomed to ruin and dispersion. 
'Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate.' Matt, xxiii. 38. See 
also Ps. Ixix. 29 ; Prov. x, 7- 

13. Let the wickedness, &c.] God 
has declared that He will visit the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren ; see Exod. xx. 5, and com- 
pai« Neh. iv. 6 ; Jer. xviii. 28. 
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14. Let thetHy &C. J Let the wicked- 
ness and sin of his parents, &c. 

15. But persecuted'] This clause 
is translated by Dr. Kay, 'But perse- 
cuted thepoorandneedyman,eventhe 
broken-hearted, (and that) to death.' 

n. He clothed himself M'] How 
fearfully has the awful imprecation, 
* His blood be on as and on our chil- 
dren,' descended upon the Jewish 
people, since their fathers cried out 
for the blood of Jesns ! 

— Uke water... like ofV] That 
is, it shall affect hiro not merely on 
the snrfaoe, but penetrate into hii 
inner frame. 



Day 23. 



PSALM ex. 



21 O deliver me, for I am helpless and poor : and 
my heart is wounded within me. 

22 I go hence like the shadow that departeth : and 
am driven away as the grasshopper. 

23 My knees are weak through fasting : my flesh is 
dried up for want of fatness. 

24 I hecame also a reproach unto them : they that 
looked upon me shaked their heads. 

25 Help me, Lord my God : O save me according 
to thy mercy ; 

26 And they shall know, how that this is thy hand : 
and that Thou, Lord, hast done it. 

27 Though they curse, yet bless Thou : and let them 
be confounded that rise up against me ; but let thy 
servant rejoice. 

28 Let mine adversaries be clothed with shame : 
and let them cover themselves with their own conci- 
sion, as with a cloke. 

29 Aa for me, I will give great thanks unto the Lord 
with my mouth : and praise Him among the multitude } 

30 For He shall stand at the right hand of the poor : 
to save his soul from unrighteous judges. 



MoiiningJ] 



Psalm CX. 



[Day 23. 



CHRIST SEATED AT THE BIQHT HAND OF THE FATHER. 

Proper Psalm for Christmas Day, 

THE Lord said unto my Lord : ' Sit Thou on my 
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.' 



22. Li&e the shadow, &c.] We 
have already had the same image 
in Ps. cii. 11. 

^-^ The ffrasshopper"] The locast'j 
insects which are swept off in a 
moment, whole swarms of them to- 
gether, hy the wind. Exod. x. 19. 

24. Shaked their heads] These 
words hring hefore us the awful 
acene of the crucifixion. Compare 
JPs. xxii. 7; Matt. xxviL 39. 



26. And they shall know, &c.l 
My enemies shall be taught that I 
owe my deliverance and safely to 
the protection of thy mighty hand. 

30. At the right handy &c.] The 
Lord shall occupy tiie place of ad- 
vocate or champion, at the right 
hand of the poor. Ps. cxxi. 6. 

Ps. CX. — We know from ouf 
LoTdla ovr\L vrordfi, <Matt. xxii« 



PSALM ex. 



Day 28. 



2 The Lord shall send the rod of thy power out of 
Sion : be Thou ruler, even in the midst among thine 
enemies. 

3 In the day of thy power shall the people offer 
Thee free-will offerings with an holy worship : the dew 
of thy ^irth is of the womb of the morning. 

4 The Lord sware, and will not repent : * Thou art 
a Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedech.' 



41—45,) that this Psalm was writ- 
ten b^ David, and addressed to the 
Messiah. The Psalm consists of 
the divine deeree constituting onr 
Lord Jesos Christ: 1, Universal 
Sovereign, triumphant over all his 
enemies; and, 2, an Everlasting 
Priest and Head of the Church. 

1. The Lord saidy &c.3 God 
the Father said to the everlasting 
Son, who is Lord of all, yet Son 
of David, becaose bom of his 
lineage according to the flesh. 
Actsii.34,35;Kom.ix.5; IIeb.i.13. 

— Sil Thou on my right hand, 
wititf &c.] * He (the Messiah) 
inast reign, till He (God the Fa- 
ther) hath pat all enemies under 
his (the Messiah's) feet.' 1 Cor. 
XV. 25. 

2. The rod of thy power'] The 
emblem and instrument of victory 
and conquest. The universal do- 
minion of Christ was to proceed 

' from Jerusalem as a centre. * Out 
of Ziou shall go forth the law, and 
the word of the Lord from Jeru- 
salem.' Isa. ii. 3. 

3. In the day of thy power"] In 
the day when Thou goest forth as 
a conqueror to subdue thine ene- 
mies, the people shall willingly 
offer themselves. Judges v. 2. The 
higher spiritual meaning is, that, 
on the establishment of Christ's 
kingdom, his people should ea^'erly 
seek admission into it, .and yield 
themselves freely to the service of 
their Lord. Isa. I v. 5. Coitipare 
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Acts ii. 41, and refer to the lan- 
guage of the first thanksgiving 
praver in the Communion Service : 
* We offer and present unto Thee, 
Lord, ourselves, our souls and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, 
and lively sacrifice unto Thee.* 

3. With an holy toorship] Or, in 
holy garments. The combatants 
iiere are the priests, arrayed in 
their sacred vestments, and carry- 
ing on a holy war, under the 
Messiah, their great High Priest, 
against the world and the devil. 

~ T/ie dew of thy birth] "From 
the womb of the morning Thou 
hast the dew of thy youth. ' The 
meaning seems to be this : Thy 
children shall equal in number and 
beauty tlie drops of morning dew. 
The words are considered by the 
Fathers and some modern commen- 
tators to refer to the Nativity of 
our Lord Himself. 

4. The Lord sware^ &o.] The 
Lord hath appointed, by a solemn 
and unalterable decree, his Son, 
Messiah, to be not only the uni- 
versal King, but the everlasting 
Priest, who 'ever liveth to make 
intercession for us.' Head Heb. 
ch. vii. By the law of Moses, the 
same person could not be both king 
and nriest, but Christ was foretold 
as filling both offices. *He shall 
be a priest upon his throne.' 
Zech. VI. 13. 

— The order of Melchisedeck\ 
^ot tk XitvwX QlNJsv^k Vt^ ^iCVfcHvN*^ 



Day 23. 



PSALM CXI. 



5 The Lord upon thy right hand : shall wound even 
kings in the day of his wratL 

6 He shall judge among the heathen ; he shall fill 
the places with the dead bodies : and smite in sunder 
the heads over divers countries. 

7 He shall drink of the brook in the way : there- 
fore shall He lift up his head. 



Psalm CXI. 

THE FAITHFULNESS OF JEHOVAH TO HIS COVENANT. 

Proper Psalm for Easter Day. 

I WILL give thanks unto the Lord with my whole 
heart : secretly among the faithful, and in ttie 
congregation. 

2 The works of the Lord are great : sought put of 
all them that have pleasure therein. 

3 His work is worthy to be praised, and had in 
honour ; and his righteousness endureth for ever. 

4 The merciful and gracious Lord hath so done his 



minister in a temporary dispensa- 
tion, and a church which was to 
pass away, but a priest after the 
type of One who is recorded as 
liavinfj^ neither beginning nor end- 
ing; tliat is, a priest abiding for 
ever ; our great High Priest, * who 
needeih not daily, as those high 
priests, to offer up sacrifice, first 
for his own sins, and then for the 
people's; for this He did once, 
when He offered up Himself.* Heb. 
vii. 27. Refer to Gen. xiv. 18. 

5. The Lord upon thy right hand] 
Messiah, seated on the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, shall in 
*the day of his wrath,' smite 
down and destroy the mightiest 
kings and rulers that set them- 
selves against Him. Refer to Ps. ii. 

6. Shall judge among the heathen] 
Shall execute judgment upon the 
nations which resist Him. 

— SAaU JU ihs fdaces] ShaU 



strew the heathen lands with the 
carcases of the slain, and iimte in 
sunder the heads ^ that is, the chiefs, 
or princes, over divert eouniries, 

7. He shall drinkl^ He shall re- 
fresh Himself, recruit his strength 
in his career of victory, while hot 
in pursuit of his enemies, and so 
shall be triumphant and exalted 
over all. Compare Judg. xv. IS, 19. 

Ps. CXI. seems designed to 
strengthen the trust of the Israel- 
ites in God's promises, by reminding 
them of his mighty works on their 
behalf in the old time : of the 
manna in the wilderness (5); the. 
inheritance of Canaan (6); and 
the return from captivity (9). 

2. Sought out of all them^ &c,] 
Made the subject of study aiul 
contemplation by all who take 
pleasure in them. 

4. ffath so done, &c.] Hath 



PSALM CXII. 



Day 23. 



marvelloui^ works : that they ought to be had in 
remembrance. 

5 He hath given meat tmto them that fear Him : 
He shall ever be mindful of his covenant. 

e He hath shewed his people the power of his 
works : that He may give them the heritage of the 
heathen. 

7 The works of his hands are verity and judgment : 
all his commandments are true. 

8 They stand fast for ever and ever : and are done 
in truth and equity. 

9 He sent redemption unto his people : He hath 
comnaanded his covenant for ever ; holy and reverend 
is his Name. 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom : 
a good understanding have all they that do thereafter ; 
the praise of it endureth for ever. 

Psalm CXII. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE OODLT. 

BLESSED is the man that feareth the Lord : he 
hath great delight in his commandments. 

2 His seed shall be mighty upon earth ; the gene- 
ration of the faithful shall be blessed. 

3 Eiches and plenteousness shall be in his house : 
and his righteousness endureth for ever. 

4 Unto the godly there ariseth up light in the 
darkness : he is merciful, loving, and righteous. 



made a memorial for Himself in 
his marrellous works. 

7. Thg works of his hcaids^ &c.] 
All the works of the Lord are 
stamped with troth and jnstioe. 
His eommands ma^r be obeyed with 
a fhll confidence in his approval 
and siroport. Dent. xxx. 4. 

9. nath eommanded his cove- 
natUt &e.] He ordained his core- 
nant for erer. 
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10. The praise of i(\ "His 
praise endnreth for ever.** 

Ps. CXII. — Some of the prin- 
cipal blessings which are Tonch- 
safed to the servant of the Lord, are 
here set forth. A prosperous family 
(2) ; an abnndant store (S) ; com- 
fort in trouble and affliction (4). 

1. He hath great delight] "That 
delighteth greatly." 

4. Xhio tKe godl»|,Vfc:\ "%«&« 



Day 23. 



PSALM CXIII. 



5 A good man is merciful, and lendeth : and will 
guide his words with discretion. 

6 For he shall never be moved : and the righteous 
shall be had in everlasting remembrance. 

7 He 'v\dll not be afraid of any evil tidings : for his 
heart standeth fast, and believeth in the Lord. 

8 His heart is established, and will not shrink : 
until he see his desire upon his enemies. 

9 He hath dispersed abroad, and given to the poor ; 
and his righteousness remaineth for ever; his horn 
shall be exalted with honour. 

10 The ungodly shall see it, and it shall grieve him : 
he shall gnash with his teeth, and consume away ; the 
desire of the ungodly shall perish. 

Psalm CXIII. 

god's power and condescension. 
Proper PscUm for Easter Day, 

PRAISE the Lord, ye servants : praise the l^ame 
of the Lord. 
2 Blessed be the Name of the Lord : from this 
time forth for evermore. 



to Psalm xcvii. 11, and the note. 
See also Job. xi. 17* 

5. A good man, &c.] Kather, 
Slessed is the man who is com- 
passionate and lendeth. 

— Will auide hi* words , &c.] 
The Bible Version is, « He will 
guide his affairs with discretion." 

8. TJtUil he tee\ He waiteth 
without fear, till he witnesses the 
overthrow of his enemies. 

9. Hath dispersed abroad] Hath 
distributed largely and liberally to 
the wants of others. 

— • His horn shall be exalted, 
&c.] His name and character shall 
become great in men's esteem. 

10. Shall gnash with his teeth"] 
A picture of the rage and mortiii- 
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cation of the ungodly at the proa- 
perity of the righteous. Matt. 
viii. 12 ; Luke xiii. 28. 

— 7%e desire of the wiaoeUyl 
The object of his desire; that on 
which he had set his heart. *■ The 
expectation of the wicked ahall 
perish.' Prov. x. 28. 

Psalms CXIIL— CXYm. make 
up the greater Hallel (or Office of 
Praise) sung at the great aminai 
festivals oi the Jews. It is com- 
monly supposed to have been a 
Sortion of these Psalms that our 
aviour and his disciples sang after 
the Passover and Last Supper. 
Matt. xxvi. SO ; Mark xiv. 26. 
1, Fe servants] ** Praise, O ye 



PSALM CXIV. 
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3 The Lord's Name is praised : from the rising up 
of the sun unto the going down of the same. 

4 The Lord is high above all heathen : and his 
glory above th« heavens. 

5 Who is like unto the Lord our God, that hath his 
dwelling so high : and yet humbleth Himself to be- 
hold the things that are in heaven and earth ? 

6 He taketh up the simple out of the dust : and 
lifteth the poor out of the mire ; 

7 That He may set him with the princes : even 
with the princes of his people. 

8 He maketh the barren woman to keep house : and 
to be a joyful mother of children. 



Evening."] 



Psalm CXIV. 

THS EXODUS FROM EOTFT. 



{Day 23. 
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Proper PscUm for Easter Day. 

HEN Israel came out of Egypt : and the house 
of Jacob from among the strange people, 



senrants of the Lord, praise the 
name of the Lord. " * The servants' 
of the Lord are the righteoas men 
who fear and serve Him. 

3. Itpraised'j ralher, " Is to be 
praised, or praised be the name of 
the Lord from east to west ; that 
is, from one end of the world to 
the other. 

4. All heathen] " AU nations." 

5. Tet humbleth Himself] 'Thus 
saith the high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity, whose Name is 
Holy; I dwell in the high and 
holy place, with him, also, that is 
of a contrite and humble spirit, to 
revive the spirit of the humble, and 
to revive the heajt of the contrite 
ones,* Compare Phil. ii. 7, 8. 

7. May set him, &c.] Make him 
flit, as eqnal and companion, with 
princes. Part of this verse, and 
the whole of the preceding one, 



occnr in Hannah's song of thanks- 
giving. 1 Sam. ii. 8. See also 
Luke i. 52. 

8. Maketh the barren woman] 
Under the figure of a family being 
bom to a woman who was before 
childless, is shewn the increase 
which was to be jB^ven to the 
Church by the bringing in of tiie 
Gentiles. See Isa. Uv. 1 ; Ixvi. 8 ; 
Ghd. iv. 27. 

Ps. CXIV.— This Psalm seems 
intended to sustain the faith of the 
Israelites in their Almighty Pro- 
tector, bv reminding them of the 
miracles by which He rescued their 
fathers from i^ypt, brought them 
in safety through the wilderness, and 
finally planted them in the land 
which He had promised to Abraham 
aboutfourhnndred years before. By 
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PSALM CXV. 



2 Judah was his sanctoary : and Israel his dominion. 

3 The sea saw that^ and fled : Jordan was driven 
back. 

4 The mountains skipped like rams : and the little 
hills like young sheep. 

5 What aileth thee^ O thon sea^ that thou fleddest : 
and thou Jordan, that thou wast driyen beck ? 

6 Ye mountahis, that ye skipped like rams : and ye 
little hills, like young sheep ? 

7 Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord : 
at the presence of the God of Jacob ; 

8 Who turned the hard rock into a standing water : 
and the flint-stone into a springing welL 

Psalm CXV. 

THl ODD or IBRAKi AND THS IDOLS Or THE HXATHEN'. ^ 

NOT unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy 
Name give the praise : for thy loving mercy, and 
for thy truth's sake. 



Easter Day, the Chareh teaches as 
that the deliyeranee of the Israelites 
fipom I^(ypt is a tjpe of our re- 
demption from the bondage of sin 
and death by Jesas Christ. 

1. The Hraitge peopU\ *'A 
people of strange langnage.^* 

2. Judah wot kis Mnetvary] 
Jndah here represents the whole 
people, among whom Gk>d con- 
descended to dwell, as in his sano 
toary. 

3. The tea saw that, &c.] The 
Aed Sea and the rirer Jordan ac- 
knowledged the presence of their 
Creator, and divided, to make a 
way for his chosen people to pass 
over. £xod. xiv. 21 ; Josh. iii. 17. 

4w The mouniamt skipped, &e.] 
When Jehovidi descended in fire on 
Mount Sinai, 'the wlM>le mount 
trembled greatly.' £xod. xix. 18. 
In the Song of Deborah, {Jxniagw 
r. 4), JtJesaid, 'Lord, when Thbu 
meategt oat of 8eir, whan Thou 
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marchedst out of the field of Edoin, 
the earth trembled, and the heavens 
dropped.' 

6. Whai aileth thee, Sec.] In 
the bold langaaee <^ poetry the 
sea and the moantains are invited 
to confess tht supreme power of 
God over them. 

8. Who twmed, &c.] Kefer to 
Exod. xvii. 6 ; Numb. xx. 11. 

Ps. CXV. seems to hove been 
written at a time — ^probably after 
the Captivity — ^whea the Israelites, 
reduced in number and vreakanad 
in power, were exposed to the in- 
salting taunts of their heathen ene- 
mies. Its object is to sustain the 
courage and confirm the faith of 
the diosen people, by oontrastinr 
the power and majesty of the God 
of Heaven, whom they served, wxtii 
the senseless idols — ^the work of 
men's hands — which were 
shipped by the heathen. 

1. GioeiAepratael ^'Qivc^oiyJ 



wor- 
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PSALM CXV. 



Day 2». 



2 Wherefore shall the heathen say : * Where is now 
their God ? ' 

3 As for our God, he is in heaven : He hath done 
whatsoever pleased Him. 

4 Their idols are silver and gold : even the work of 
men's hands. 

5 They have mouths, and speak not : eyes have 
they, and see not. 

6 They have ears, and hear not : noses have they, 
and smell not. 

7 They have hands, and handle not ; feet have they, 
and walk not : neither speak they through their throat 

8 They that make them axe like imto them : and so 
are all such as put their trust in them. 

9 But thou, house of Israel, trust thou in the Lord : 
He is their succour and defence. 

10 Ye house of Aaron, put your trust in the Lord : 
He is their helper and defender. 

11 Ye that fear the Lord, put your trust in the 
Lord : He is their helper and defender. 

12 The Lord hath been mindful of us, and He shall 
bless us : even He shall bless the house of Israel, He 
shall bless the house of Aaron. 

13 He shall bless them that fear the Lord : both 
small and great. 

14 The Lord shall increase you more and more : you 
and your children. 



Ood is called upon to make an open 
niinirestation of his power and 
glory ; not, however, for the sake 
of the people, who did not deserve 
his favour, but for his own Name*8 
sake. Ezek. xxxvi. 22. 

2. Wherefore skaU] This qncs- 
tion is repeated from Pa. Ixxix. 10. 
While the Israelites v^ere in trouble 
and adversity, the heathen woald 
ask, in scorn and deriiiion, where 
was the God in whom they trusted 
for victory and deliverance. 

3. As for our Oo(t] The answer 
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is, The God of Israel is in heaven, 
exalted far above all in place and 
power. He hath indeed afflict«d us, 
and suffered us to be carried away 
into captivity; but He hath, in 
his good pleasure, humbled our 
enemies, and restored ns again to 
our own land. 

4. 7%«V idols] The contrast 
follows of the heathen deities, gods 
of wood or stone, the work of men's 
hands; deaf and dumb, sightless 
and motionless idols. See Dent. 
It. 28; Imu x1w,%— -*Jft\ ^^.t..'^. 



Day 24. 



PSALM CXVI. 



15 Ye are tjie blessed of the Lord : who made 
heaven and earth. 

1 6 All the whole heavens are the Lord's : the earth 
hath He given to the children of men. 

17 The dead praise not Thee, Lord : neither all 
they that go down into silence. 

18 But we wiU praise the Lord : from this time 
forth for evermore. Praise the Lord. 

Morning,] PsALM CXVL [Day 2i, 

THB believer's THANKSGIVING FOB MERCIES. 

I AM well pleased : that the Lord hath heard the 
voice of my prayer. 

2 That He hath inclined his ear unto me : therefore 
will I call upon Him as long as I live. 

3 The snares of death compassed me round about : 
and the pains of hell gat hold upon me. 

4 I shall find trouble and heaviness, and I will call 
upon the name of the Lord : * Lord, I beseech Thee, 
deliver my souL' 

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous : yea, our God 
is merciful. 

6 The Lord preserveth the simple : I was in misery, 
and He helped me. 



16. The earth hath He piven] 
Jehovah hath chosen the heavens 
for his glorious abode, and in his 
goodness hath created the earth for 
man, who is therefore required to 
bless and praise Him in it. 

17. The dead praise nof] The 
connexion seems to be this: God 
req|uires praise upon earth, as well 
as in Heaven. He will not there- 
fore suffer his servants, who are 
ready to offer it, to be extirpated by 
their enemies, but will preserve a 
remnant to serve Him. Compare 
Fs. Ixxxviii. 10; cxviii. 17; &nd 

Jm, xxxriu, 18, 19, 
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Ps. CXVI.— This Psalm, which 
seems to express the overflowing 
frratitude of the Psalmist, or other 
individual believer, for some signal 
mercy or deliverance, is used in our 
Church in the * Thanksgiving of 
Women after Child-birth. 

I. lam veil pleased^ &c.] The 
more exact rendering is, I love, 
because the Lord hears my voice 
and my supplications. 

8. The pains of hell] The bands 
of the grave. See Ps. xviii. 4. 

4. Ishalljind] "I found trouble 
and sorrow, then called I upon the 
ix&me of the Lord.*' 



PSALM CXVI. 



Day 24. 



7 Turn again then unto thy rest^ my soul : for 
the Lord hath rewarded thee. 

8 And why? Thou hast delivered my soul from 
death : mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling, 

9 I will walk before the Lord : in the land of the 
living. 

10 1 believed, and therefore will I speak ; but I was 
sore troubled : I said in my haste, * AU men are liars.' 

1 1 What reward shall I give unto the Lord : for all 
the benefits that He hath done unto me ? 

12 I will receive the cup of salvation : and call 
upon the Name of the Lord. 

13 1 will pay my vows now in the presence of all 
his people : right dear in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints. 

14 Behold, Lord, how that I am thy servant : I 
am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid ; Thou 
hast broken my bonds in sunder. 



7. Turn again then uvto thy resty 
&c.] Dismiss thy over-anxious 
thoughts, and return to thy former 
quiet trust in God's mercy. 

— Hath rewarded thee] " Hath 
dealt honntifully with thee." 

9. I will walk before the Lord, 
&;c.J I will walk in the ways of 
the Lord, and as in his sight, all 
the days of my life upon earth. 

10. Therefore will I speak"] 
" Therefore have I spoken." I be- 
lieved in GU)d*s promises, and there* 
fore offered up my prayer unto Him. 

— / said in my haste, &c.] In 
my trepidation and flight I said, No 
confidence can he reposed in man ; 
all men are false, and God alone is 
to be trusted. See Ps. cxviii. 8. 

11. WhatrewariQ "What shall 
I render nnto the Lord ? " What 
return shall I make to God, for the 
mercies whicli He has vouchsafed 
to meP 

12. The cup of salvation] Com- 
pare Fs. xvi. 6. Allusion is pro- 
oably made to a practice among the 
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Jews of taking, at their feasts, a cup 
of wine, and solemnly acknowledg- 
ing, with thanksgiving, any special 
mercy which they had received. It 
seems to have been in observance 
of this custom that our Lord 'took 
the cup and gave thanks,* at the 
last celebration of the Passover, 
Luke xxii. 17.. Refer for the law 
of the Jewish drink offering to 
Num. xxviii. 7 ; but consider that 
the cup of the Holy Communion is 
the appropriate thank-offering, or 
Eucharist, of Christians. 

13. My vows] The vows which 
I made in danger or sickness. 

— Eight eUary &c.] God seta 
such value on the life of his ser- 
vants, that He will not abandon 
them to their enemies, nor suffer 
them to be cut off before their time. 
Ps. Ixxii. 14. The Psalmist, there- 
fore, persuaded that he owed his 
life to God*s providential care and 
protection, offers np to Him the 
gratefhl sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, vv. 15^16^ 



Day 24. 
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15 1 will offer to Thee the sacrifice of thaiiksgiyiiig : 
and wiU call upon the Name of the Lord. 

16 I wiU pay my vows iinto the Lord, in the sight 
of all his people : in the courts of the Lord's hotLse, 
even in the midst of thee, Jerusalem. Praise the 
Lord. 

Psalm CXVIL 

CALL UPON THE HEATHEN TO PRAISE JEHOVAH. 

O PRAISE the Lord, all ye heathen : praise HiTn^ 
all ye nations. 
2 For his merciful kindness is ever more and more 
towards us : and the truth of the Lord endureth for 
ever. Praise the Lord. 



Psalm CXVIII. 

SONO OF NATIONAL TBANKSGIVlNa. 

Proper Pscdm for Easter Day. 

OGIVE thanks unto the Lord, for He is gracious j 
because his mercy endureth for ever. 
' 2 Let Israel now confess, that He is gracious : and 
that his mercy endureth for ever. 

3 Let the house of Aaron now confess : that his 
mercy endureth for ever. 



Ps. CXVII. is regarded by some 
as a doxology, and may» perhaps, 
have been used at the close of tlie 
Temple service. The first verse is 
quoted by St. Pad, (Bom. xv. 11,) 
as an intimation of OocTs purpose 
to bring the (Gentiles into the 
Church. 

Ps. CXVIII. appears to suit al- 
most equally the time when David 
was anointed kin^ over Israel at 
Hebron (3 Sara, v.), and the period 
of deliverance from the Babylonish 
captivity. It is, indeed, a most 
appropriate Psalm of thanksgiving 
on various occasions. Luther^s 
words are too remurkahle not to be 
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quoted: 'This is my Psalm, the 
one which I love. Althougn the 
whole Psalter, and indeed the whole 
Sacred Volume, is dear to me, at 
that which is my only consolation 
and my life, yet I am particulariy 
pleased with this Psalm ; so that it 
must be called and must be mine. 
for it has often served me well, and 
has helped me out of many great 
troubles.' 

1. His mercy endnreth for ever"] 
* And they sang together by course 
in praising and giving thanks unto 
the Lord, because He is good, for 
his mercy endureth for ever toward 
Israel.' Eixa ill. 11. 
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4 Yea, let them now that fear the Lord confess : 
that his mercy endureth for ever. 

5 I called upon the Lord in trouble : and the Lord 
heard me at large/ 

6 The Lord is on my side : I will not fear what man 
doeth unto me. 

7 The Lord taketh my part with them that help me : 
therefore shall I see my desire upon mine enemies. 

8 It is better to trust in the Lord : than to put any 
confidence in man. 

9 It is better to trust in the Lord : than to put any 
confidence in princes. 

10 All nations compassed me round about : but in 
the ^N'ame of the Lord will I destroy them. 

1 1 They kept me in on every side, they kept me in, 
I say, on every side : but in the Name of the Lord will 
I destroy them. 

12 They came about me like bees, and are extinct 
even as the fire among the thorns : for in the Name of 
the Lord I will destroy them. 

13 Thou hast thrust sore at me, that I might fall : 
but the Lord was my help. 

14 The Lord is my strength, and my song : and is 
become my salvation. 

15 The voice of joy and health is in the dwellings 



4. Themthaifear the Lord] This 
phrase would seem to comprehend 
other worshippers than those who 
were of the house of Aarott^ or even 
of the people of Israel ; — all snch, 
indeed, of whatever family or race, 
as feared and worshipped the trne 
God. Ps. xxii. 23. Compare Acts 
xvi. 14; xviii. 7. 

5. Heard me ai large'] "The 
Lord answered me, and set me in a 
large place /' i.^. delivered me from 
my strait or difficulty. See Fs. 
xviii. 19 ; xxxi. 9; cxix. 32, 46. 

0. IwiUmoifearwh4Uman,9io,1 
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" I will not fear : what can man do 
unto me?" Rom. viii. 31. 

10. All nations] All the heathen 
nations round about encompassed 
me. Zech. xii. 3. 

— In the name of the Lord] By 
the power and authority of Jeiu>VHh . 

12. Are extinct] Are extinguished 
as rapidly as a blaze of fire among 
thorns. Eccl. vii. 6. 

13. Thou] The Psalmist here 
addresses his enemv. 

14. Mif song] The subject of my 
praise. This verse will be found 
•iMiat^sai.!:).^. 
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of the righteous : the right hand of the Lord bringeth 
mighty things to pass. 

16 The right hand of the Loid hath the pre- 
eminence : the right hand of the Lord bringeth 
mighty things to pass. 

17 I shall not die, but live : and declare the works 
of the Lord. 

18 The Lord hath chastened and corrected me : but 
He hath not given me over unto death. 

19 Open me the gates of righteousness : that I may 
go into them, and give thanks imto the Lord. 

20 This is the gate of the Lord : the righteous shall 
enter into it. 

21 I will thank Thee, for Thou hast heard me : and 
art become my salvation. 

22 The same stone which the builders refused : is 
become the head-stone in the comer. 

23 This is the Lord's doing : and it is marvellous 
in our eyes. 

24 This is the day which the Lord hath made : we 
will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Help me now, Lord : Lord, send us now 
prosperity. 

26 Blessed be he that cometh in the Name of the 
Lord : we have wished you good luck, ye that are of 
the house of the Lord. 

27 God is the Lord who hath shewed us light : 



16. Pre-eminence] The superi- 
ority and rule over others. 

19. The gates of righteouineee] 
The f^tes of the llord's sanctuary. 

22. The tame eiotie, &c.] This 

figure or proverb is claimed by our 

Lord an applicable to Himself. Matt. 

xxi. 42; Mark xii. 10; Luke xx. 

17. It is quoted also in the same 

sense by St. Peter (Acts iv. 11 ^ 1 

Pet. ii. 7), and by St. Paul (Ephes. 

//. 20). Heieralao to Isa. xxviii. 16. 

24. 2'AedayioAichtkeLwdkaiK 
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made"] The day of the celebration 
of Israel's triumph, and, to us, the 
day of our Lord's triumph over 
the grave. Neh. viii. 9, 10. 

25. Help me now] Here, and 
in verse 26, we have the words 
used by the multitudes who wel^ 
comeil our Lord into Jerusalem; 
for*Hosanna' signifies. Help its 
now — save us — send us prosperity. 
Matt. xxi. 9, and compare Ps. xx. 9. 

27. Hath shewed w Ughf] Hath 
sUoue M^OQLW&^vdd. bsilh. luted up 
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bind the sacrifice with cords, ye% even unto the horns 
of the altar. 

28 Thou art my God, and I will thank Thee : Thou 
art my God, and I will praise Thee. 

29 give thanks unto the Lord, for He is gracious : 
and his mercy endureth for ever. 



Evening.] PSALM CXIX. 

THE EXCELLENCY OF QOD'S WORD. 



[Day2L 



ALEPH. 



BLESSED are those that are undefiled in the way : 
and walk in the law of the Lord. 

2 Blessed are they that keep his testimonies : and 
seek Him with their whole heart 

3 Eor they who do no wickedness : walk in his ways. 

4 Thou hast charged : that we shall diligently keep 
thy commandments. 

5 that my ways were made so direct : that I 
might keep thy statutes ! 



the light of his countenance upon 
us, during our night of darkness 
and misery. 

37. Bind the sacrifice] Fasten to 
the horns of the altar (£xod. xxvii. 
2) the victim whose blood is to be 
sprinkled upon it. 

Ps. CXIX.— The subject of this 
Psalm, from beginning to end, is 
tlie excellency of Gtod's Word ; the 
blessedness of those who observe, 
and the misery of those who disre- 
gard it. The Word of Ood is spoken 
of under various terms, as Law, 
Testimonies, Commandments, Sta- 
tutes, Precepts, Judgments, Ordi- 
nances, Ceremonies, Truth, Way, 
Kighteonsness ; and one or other of 
tliese terms is found in every verse, 
except the 122d. The Psalm is 
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divided into twenty-two equal por- 
tions, that being the number of 
letters in the Hebrew alphabet. To 
each portion its own letter is pre- 
fixed, and every verse in that portion 
commences with that same letter. 

1. Undefiled in the way] Pure 
and blameless in their way of life. 

2. Testimonies are laws bearing 
mtness to the holiness of God, and 
his condemnation of sin. 

3. For they who do, &c.] " They 
also do no iniquity : they walk in 
his ways." 1 »iolin v. iS 

4. Thou hast charged] " Thou 
hast commanded us to keep thy 
precepts diligently." 

5. Made so direct, &c.] ** Were 
directed to keep th^ statutes." This 
is a prayer for Divine guidance and 
grace. SCQx.mr^* 
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6 So shall I not be confounded : while I have 
respect unto all thy commandments. 

7 I will thank Thee with an unfeigned heart : 
when I shall have learned the judgments of thy 
righteousness. 

8 I will keep thy ceremonies : forsake me not 
utterly. 

BETH. 

WHEEEWITHAL shaU a young man cleanse his 
way : even by ruling himseK after thy word. 

10 With my whole heart have I sought Thee : O 
let me not go wrong out of thy commandnients. 

11 Thy words have I hid within my heart : that I 
should not sin against Thee. 

12 Blessed art Thou, Lord : teach me thy 
statutes. 

13 With my lips have I been telling : of all the 
judgments of thy mouth. 

14 I have had as great delight in the way of thy 
testimonies : as in all manner of riches. 

15 I will talk of thy commandments : and have 
respect unto thy ways. 

16 My delight shall be in thy statutes : and I will 
not forget thy word. 

GIMEL, 

ODO well unto thy servant : that I may live, and 
keep thy word. 
18 Open Thou mine eyes : that I may see the 
wondrous things of thy law. 



6. Confounded'^ Exposed to 
shame and reproach. 

7. Judgmentiofihynghieousneasl 
" Thy rigliteoos judgments.** 

8. Thy ceremoniesl "Thy sta- 
tutes.** The laws and ordinances 
which Thou hast decreed. 

9. J/ier thy ioord'\ Afiety ac- 
cording to. See Ps. xc. 15 ; ciii. 10^ 

und notes. 
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Tlie Psalmist points ont tiie devout 
study of God 8 Word as the best 
guide and rule of youtli. 

10. Gowronffoutoft^.] " Wander 
irom thy commandments.*' 

11. Thy words have J hid^ &c.] 
As my most precious treasure. Com* 
pare Luke ii. 51. 

18. Ojoen Thou mine eyes^ &c.3 
The need of God*s enliglitening 
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19 I am a stranger upon earth : O hide not thy 
commandments from me. 

20 My soul breaketh out for the very fervent desire : 
that it hath alway unto thy judgments. 

21 Thou hast rebuked the proud : and cuTsed are 
they that do err from thy commandments. 

22 turn from me shame and rebuke : for I have 
kept thy testimonies. 

23 Princes also did sit and speak against me : but 
thy servant is occupied in thy statutes. 

24 For thy testimonies are my delight : and my 
counsellors. 

DALBTH. 

MY soul cleaveth to the dust : quicken Thou 
me, according to thy word. 

26 1 have acknowledged my ways, and Thou heardest 
me : teach me thy statutes. 

27 Make me to understand the way of thy com- 
mandments : and so shall I talk of thy wondrous works. 

28 My soul melteth away for very heaviness : com- 
fort Thou me according unto thy word. 

29 Take from me the way of lying : and cause Thou 
me to make much of thy law. 



Spirit, to enable us see his works 
and wavs aright, is strikingly shown 
by St. Paul, 1 Cor. ii. 9—14. 

19. I am a stranger ^ &c.] The 
Psalmist compares himself to a 
traveller in an unknown country, 
who has lost his way, and seeks a 
guide to put him in the right direc- 
tion. See Heb. xi. 13 — 15. 

20. My sovl breakcih ouf] My 
spirit is broken. 

21. ThouhattrehukedMI Thoa 
hast rebuked the proud, the accursed 
ones, who wander from thy com- 
mandments. 

23. Princes alsodidsiiM'] While 

chiefs and mighty men conspired 

against me, I turned for comfort, 

support, and guidance, to thy word 
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and promises. Ps. 1. 20. 

25. My soul cleaveth'] I am 
bowed down to the earth by trouble 
and heaviness of soul. See Ps. 
zliv. 25. The reader will call to 
mind the words of our Lord, ' My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death.' Matt. xxvi. 38. 

— quicken Thau me"] That is, 
give me new life. 

26 . Save acknowledged my ways] 
I have made confession of my 
troubles, wants, and purposes. 

27. And so shall I talk} BAther, 
* And I will meditate on.' 

29. The way of lying] The false- 
hood and treachery of the wicked is 
contrasted with ' the way of truth,' 
(verse 30), that i&^m\.V%^^*ifi&o^ 
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30 I have chosen the way of truth : and thy judg- 
ments have I laid before me. 

31 I have stuck unto thy testimonies : Lord, 
confound me not. 

32 I will run the way of thy commandments : when 
Thou hast set my heart at liberty. 

Morning.] HE. [Day 25, 

TEACH me, Lord, the way of thy statutes : and 
I shall keep it unto the end. 

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy 
law : yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart 

35 Make me to go in the path of thy command- 
ments : for therein is my desire. 

36 Incline my heart unto thy testimonies ; and not 
to covetousness. 

37 turn away mine eyes, lest they behold vanity : 
and quicken Thou me in thy way. 

38 stablish thy word in thy servant : that I 
may fear Thee.' 

39 Take away the rebuke that I am afraid of : for 
thy judgments are good. 

40 Behold, my delight is in thy commandments : 
O quicken me in thy righteousness. 

VAU. 

LET thy loving mercy come also unto me, Lord : 
even thy salvation, according unto thy word. 
42 So shall I make answer unto my blasphemers ; 
for my trust is in thy word. 



adherence to God's commandments. 
See Dent. xxx. 19 ; Josh. xxiv. 15. 

33. Set my heart at liberty] When 
Thou hast given enlargement and 
freedom to my heart by filling it 
with the love of thy truth and 
righteousness. John viii 82. 

37> Behold vanity] Become fas- 
cinated by the false and hollow ways 
of^Ae world. 
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38. stablish thy word, &c.] 
The meaning of tliis verse is, Con- 
firm to me, thy servant, the promise 
which Thou hast made to th^n 
that love and fear Thee. 

39. Take away the r^dwittf, &c.l 
Tarn away from me the shame and 
sin of forsaking thy law, which is 
just and holy. 

^fl. So thrnl I make antwer imto 
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43 take not the word of thy truth utterly out of 
my mouth : for my hope is in thy judgments. 

44 So shall I alway keep thy law : yea, for ever 
and ever. 

45 And I will walk at liberty : for I seek thy 
commandm ents. 

46 I will speak of thy testimonies also, even before 
kings : and will not be ashamed. 

47 And my delight shall be in thy commandments : 
which I have loved. 

48 My hands also will I lift up unto thy command- 
ments, which I have loved : and my study shall be in 
thy statutes. 

ZAIN. 

O THINK upon thy servant, as concerning thy 
word : wherein Thou hast caused me to put 
my trust 

50 The same is my comfort in my trouble : for thy 
word hath quickened me. 

51 The proud have had me exceedingly in derision : 
yet have I not shrinked from thy law. 

52 For I remembered thine everlasting judgments, 
Lord : and received comfort. 



my bUuphemers] Bkuf^ifmer mesaiA 
freneraUv, one who speaks against 
God and things sacred ; bat in this 
place the Fsahust points to his own 
false aconsera — ^those who rail at 
and reproach him; and to such 
persons the manifest tokens of God's 
ntvonr and regard to him would be 
the most conclusive answer. 

48. Take not the word, &c.] De- 
prive me not of the power of an- 
swering my accusers by appealing 
to the fulfilment of thy promises. 

45. Walk at liberty) Will serve 
Thee freely, without constraint or 
hindrance. In the * Collect for 
Peace/ God's service is character- 
ised at * perfect freedom.' *Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth 
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shall make you free.' John viii. 32. 
46. JSven before kinas] * Ye shall 
be brought before ruJers and kings 
for my sake, for a testimony against 
them.' Mark xiii. 9. 

48. My hands also, &c.^ i.e. in 
solemn attestaticm of sincerity, and 
steadfastness of purpose. 

49. think frtWMi, &c.] "Re- 
member the wora " (». e, thy pro- 
mise) ** unto thy servant." 

50. Hedh quickened me"] Hath 
given me life ; or, as we might say, 
hath revived m«^. See ver. 25. 

b"!. Shrinked"] Swerved, or drawn 
baek from thy law. 

52. Everlasitn^judgments'] " Thy 
judgments of old.** Rom. xv. 4^ 
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03 I am horribly afraid : for the iingodly that for- 
sake thy law. 

54 Thy statutes have been my songs : in the house 
of my pilgrimage. 

55 I have thought upon thy Name, O Lord, in the 
night-season : and have kept thy law. 

5^ This I had : because I kept thy commandments. 



CHBTH. 

THOU art my portion, Lord : I have promised 
to keep thy law. 

58 I made my humble petition in thy presence with 
my whole heart : be merciful unto me, according to 
thy word. 

59 I called mine own ways to remembrance : and 
turned my feet unto thy testimonies. 

60 I made haste, and prolonged not the time : to 
keep thy commandments. 

61 The congregations of the ungodly have robbed 
me : but I have not forgotten thy law. 

62 At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto 
Thee : because of thy righteous judgments. 



63, Horribly afraid^ &c.] I 
tremble to think of the jadgments 
which the wicked are provoking. 

64. TAe kou4e of my pUgrinu^e] 
or. The house of my sojoumings. 
The meaning of the verse in this : — 
Thy commandments have been the 
snbject of my songs in all my wan- 
derings from place to place. Life 
is called a pilgrimage in Scripture, 
Gen. xlrii. 9; and Christians are 
compared to 'strangers and pil- 
grims upon earth.' 1 Pet. iL 11. 
Compare also Ps. cxix. 19. 

66. This I had] I was sensible 
of this comfort ana satisfaction. 

67. My portion] That is, my 
pficaJJar /wasession ;. — the good 

'ir//jo/i bag fallen to my lot. The 
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allusion may be to the diviaion of 
the land of Canaan among the se- 
veral tribes. See Josh. xvii. 14; 
xviii.lO. The Lord God was Uim. 
self the inheritance, <Mr portion, of 
the house of Levi. See Josh. zlii. 
3S ; and compare Ps. xvi. 6. 

68. In thy presence] BAther,/or 
thy presence ; that is, to obtain thy 
favour and countenance. The Bib. 
Ver. is " I entreated thy favour." 

60. Prolonged noi, &o.] •* De- 
layed not,'' &c. 

61. Thi eongreaafioHs, &c.] ** The 
bands of the wicked.*' The mean- 
ing seems rather to be. The snares 
of the wicked surround me, yet still 
I do not allow such trials and cares 
to make me wommd&l of thy lawr. 
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63 I am a companion of all them that fear Thee : 
and keep thy commandments. 

64 The earthy Lord, is fcdl of thy mercy : teach 
me thy statutes. 

TETH. 

OLORD, Thou hast dealt graciously with thy 
servant : according unto thy word. 

66 learn me true understanding and knowledge : 
for I have believed thy commandments. 

67 Before I was troubled, I went wrong : but now 
have I kept thy word. 

68 Thou art good and gracious : teach me thy 
statutes. 

69 The proud have imagined a lie against me : but 
I will keep thy commandments with my whole heart. 

70 Their heart is as fat as brawn : but my delight 
hath been in thy law. 

71 It is good for me that I have been in trouble : 
that I may learn thy statutes. 

72 The law of thy mouth is dearer unto me : than 
thousands of gold and silver. 



JSvening,] JOD. [2)ay 25. 

THY hands have made me and fashioned me : 
give me understandings that I may learn thy com- 
mandments. 

74 They that fear Thee will be glad when they see 
me : because I have put my trust in thy word. 



66. I have believed^ &c.] I have 
trusted in thy oommandmentB: ha^e 
trusted that, in walking aooording 
to them, I was walking in the true 
way of holiness and happiness. 
Compare Ps. xix. 11; I Kings iii 9. 

67. Before I was troubled^ ftc.] 
For a lesson how God's ehiutise- 
meots are sent in mercy to pro- 
mote the spiritual good of man, 
see Heb. xii. 1—11. 

69. Imoffined a liel InTcnted, or 
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forgfed, a fidse accusation. 

iO.Jtfaiai^wn] Their henrt 
has become gross and dull through 
excess; the¥ are, as the apostle 
says, * carnal.' Compare Ps. XTiL 
10 ; Ixxiii. 7; Isa. n, 10. 

73. 7%f htmdi have made me, 
ftc.] Thou, Lord, hast created me 
out of the dust of the earth, and 
hast made me what I am ; vouch- 
safe me therefore wisdom to an* 
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75 I know, Lord, that thy judgments are ri^t : 
and that Thou of very faithfulness hast caused me to 
be troubled. 

76 let thy merciful kindness be my comfort : 
according to thy word unto thy servant. 

77 let thy loving mercies come unto me, that I 
may live : for thy law is my delight. 

78 Let the proud be confounded, for they go wickedly 
about to destroy me : but I will be occupied in thy 
commandments. 

79 Let such as fear Thee, and have known thy 
testimonies : be turned unto me. 

80 let my heart be sound in thy statutes : that I 
be not ashamed. 

OAPH. 

MY soul hath longed for thy salvation : and I have 
a good hope because of thy word. 

82 Mine eyes long sore for thy word : saying, O 
when wilt Thou comfort me 1 

83 For I am become like a bottle in the smoke : 
yet do I not forget thy statutes. 

84 How many are the days of thy servant : when 
wilt Thou be avenged of them that persecute me 1 



75. I know, Lord] A short 
verse, which contains a whole trea- 
sury of comfort to the afflicted, and 
bereaved. Refer to ver. 67. 

— 0/ very faUhfulnessj Thou 
hast sent trouble and affliction, with 
the merciful intent of awakening 
and saving me. Isa. xxxix. 8. 

78. For they go wickedly^ &c,] 
" For they dealt purversely with me 
without a cause." 

79. Be turned unto me] Jwn 
themselves to me, and follow the 
same course that I have chosen. 
Refer to ver. 74'. 

82. Long tore for thy toord] Fail 
with constant looking for the ful- 
OJment of thy promiae. 
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83. J tmttle in the smoke"] Bottles 
to hold water or wine were made 
of skins, and these leathern bottles, 
when hung up in the tents, were 
apt to become dry and shrivelled 
by the heat and smoke. Such is 
the figure by which the Fftalmist 
represents his own fainting and ex- 
hausted spirit. Josh. ix. 4, IS. 

84. How many, &c.] The Psalm* 
Ist implores speedy help, in con- 
sideration of the shortness of life. 
What time have I to live, that Thon 
shouldst defer my deliverance so 
long? 

— Be avenged] Execute a jnat 
judgment upon. 2 Thess. i. 6. 
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85 The proud have digged pits for me : which are 
not after thy law. 

86 All thy commandments are true : they persecute 
me falsely ; O be Thou my help. 

87 They had almost made an end of me upon earth : 
but I forsook not thy commandments. 

SB quicken me after thy loving-kindness : and so 
shall I keep the testimonies of thy mouth. 

LAMED. 

OLOKD, thy word : endureth for ever in heaven. 
90 Thy truth also remaineth from one generation 
to another : Thou hast laid the foundation of the earth, 
and it abideth. 

91 They continue this day according to thine ordi- 
nance : for all things serve Thee. 

92 If my delight had not been in thy law : I should 
have perished in my trouble. 

93 I will never forget thy commandments : for with 
them Thou hast quickened me. 

94 I am thine, O save me : for I have sought thy 
commandments. 

95 The ungodly laid wait for me to destroy me : but 
I will consider thy testimonies 

96 I see that all things come to an end : but thy 
commandment is exceeding broad. 



85. JFhich are not after] Which 
are opposed to, and iu defiance of, 
thy law. 

86. Ial9eUi\ "Wrongfully." 
89, For ever in heaven'] Thy 

word is established as firmly and 
immoTably as the firmament of 
heaven. Fs. Ixxxix. 2 ; Jer. xxxi. 
35— S7; xxxiii. 19—21. 

91. TAey] That is, The heavens 
and the eartn. 

— For all ikingt terve Thee"] 
Or, literally, as in Bible Yeisioni 
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" For all are thy servants." 

92. I should have perished^ kc.] 
Had not my heart been fixed npon 
the comfortable promises of tiiy 
word, I should have sunk under 
the burden of my afflictions. 

96. I see that all things'] Or, 
I have seen a limit to aU perfec- 
tion. The works of man, however 
seemingly perfect, are confined 
within certain bounds of time and 
space; bat the word and law of 
God are infinite v^^^kr^^ 



Day 26. PSALM CXIX. 



mem« 

LOKD, what love have I unto thy law : all the day- 
long is my study in it 

98 Thou through thy commandments hast mad« me 
wiser than mine enemies : for they are ever with me. 

99 I have more understanding than my teachers : 
for thy testimonies are my study. 

100 I am wiser than the aged : because I keep thy 
commandments. 

101 I have refrained my feet from every evil way : 
that I may keep thy word, 

102 I have not shrunk from thy judgments : for 
Thou teachest me. 

103 how sweet are thy words unto my throat : 
yea> sweeter than honey unto my mouth. 

104 Through thy commandments I get under- 
standing : therefore I hate all evil ways. 

M<yminff,] NUN. [J)ay 26. 

THY word is a lantern unto my feet : and a light 
unto my paths. 

106 I have sworn, and am stedfastly purposed : to 
keep thy righteous judgments. 

107 I am troubled above measure : quicken me^ O 
Lord, according to thy word. 

108 Let the free-will offerings of my mouth please 
Thee, Lord : and teach me thy judgments. 

109 My soul is alway in my hand : yet do I not 
forget thy law. 



98. Tkey are tver wUk me] Thy 
commandmentt are my ever-rpreaent 
instructors. 

104f. AU evU ways] "^very 
false way." Compare ver. 29. The 
knowledge of God's law will teaoh 
men to abhor the false and oormpt 
ways of the world. 

105. Tku word is a Umtem^ fto.] 
Chmptae ProY. vi, 23, 
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108. The free-will offerxMge] Be 
pleased to accept my wiiUng prayers, 
praises, and thank^vings : a peti« 
tion which may be well used by any 
one before Divine Service. 

109. My taul is aheay in mp 
iamf} My life is in danger every 
moment. The expression oocura. 
Judges xii. 8 ; 1 Sam. xix. 5 ; Job 
xiii. 14. 



PSALM CXEL 



Day 26. 



110 The ungodly have laid a snare for me : but yet 
I swerved not feom thy commandments. 

111 Thy testimonies have I claimed as mine heritage 
for ever : and why 1 they are the very joy of my heart. 

112 I have applied my heart to fulfil thy statutes 
alway : even unto the end. 

SAMECH. 

I HATE them that imagine evil things : but thy 
law do I love. 

114 Thou art my defence and shield : and my trust 
is in thy word. 

115 Away from me, ye wicked : I wiU keep the 
commandments of my God. 

116 stablish me according to thy word, that I 
may live : and let me not be disappointed of my hope. 

117 Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe : yea, 
my delight shall be ever in thy statutes. 

118 Thou hast trodden down all them that depart 
from thy statutes : for they imagine but deceit 

119 Thou puttest away all the ungodly of the earth 
like dross : ttierefore I love thy testimonies. 

120 My flesh trembleth for fear of Thee : and I 
am afraid of thy judgments. 



I 



AIN. 



DEAL with the thing that is lawful and right : 
give me not over unto mine oppressors. 



113. I hat4! them, &c.] The 
meaning seems rather to be, I hate 
double-minded men; or, I hate 
divided, unsettled counaela. 1 Kings 
zviii. 21 ; James i 7. 

118. They imagine but deeeif\ 
The sense probably is, Their canning 
plots come to nought, or deceive 
only themseWes. 

119. Therefore lioee, ftc.] That 
is, £ love th^ word and law as jnit 
and impartial, beeaase Thon dott 
pat away the mgo^, efea as the 
alloy ia lepaFatra nt>ni tht pare 
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metal, by the action of fire. Isa. 
i25; £zek.xzii.l8— 22. 

120. Thy judgments'] The judg- 
ments which I see falling upon the 
ungodly. 

121. / ded with the thing, &e.] 
" I have done judgment and ins* 
tice.** Compare 2 Cor. i. 12. The 
Psalmist asserts the uprightness of 
his eondnet for the pnrpote of shew- 
ing that there was nothing in him 
whieh should provoke the ill-will 
and peneentuHi of eiwiniies. See 
1 John iiL 2L 



Bat 2d. 



PSALM CXIX. 



122 Make Thou thy servant to delight in that which 
is good : that the proud do me no wrong. 

123 Mine eyes are wasted away with looking for thy 
health : and for the word of thy righteousness. 

124 deal with thy servant according unto thy 
loving mercy : and teach me thy statutes. 

125 I am thy servant; grant me understanding : 
that I may know thy testimonies. 

126 It is time for Thee, Lord, to lay to thine hand : 
for they have destroyed thy law. 

127 For I love thy commandments : above gold 
and precious stone. 

128 Therefore hold I straight all thy commandments : 
and all false ways I utterly abhor. 

PE. 

THY testimonies are wonderful : therefore doth my 
soul keep them. 

130 When thy word goeth forth : it giveth light 
and understanding unto the simple. 

131 I opened my mouth, and drew in my breath : 
for my delight was in thy commandments. 

132 look Thou upon me, and be merciful unto 
me : as Thou usest to do unto those that love thy Name. 

133 Order my steps in thy word : and so shall no 
wickedness have dominion over me. 



122. ISake Thou thy servant, &c.] 
**Be surety for thy servant for 
good.** Shew thyself my defender 
and champion against my haughty 
enemies. 

128. For thy health, and for the 
word, &c.] Eor the salvation which 
Thou hast promised in thy word of 
tmth. Eefer to ver. 82. 

126. To lay to thine hand] To 
pat thy hand to the work ; that is, 
to execute judgment, and to assert 
the authority of thy law. 

128. Hold I straighf] 1 deem 
all thy commandments to he right, 
'J esteem all thy precepts concern- 
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ing all things to be right.' 

130. When thy word goeth fortkt 
&c.] The opening up and unfold- 
ing of the word of God, gives 
understanding to the humble and 
true of heart. *To the poor the 
Gospel is preached.' Luke vii. 22. 

131. 1 opened my mouth, &c.3 To 
open the mouth and draw in the 
breath, is the act of an eager and 
attentive listener. Ps. xlii. 1. 

138. Order my steps, &C.'] That 
is, strengthen and support my foot- 
steps by thy word, or according to 
thy promise, that 1 be not led into 
the paths of sin. 



PSALM CXIX. 



Day 26. 



134 deliver me from the wrongful dealings of 
men : and so shall I keep thy commandments. 

135 Shew the light of thy countenance upon thy 
servant : and teach me thy statutes. 

136 Mine eyes gush out with water : because men 
keep not thy law. 

TZADDI. 

RIGHTEOUS art Thou, O Lord : and true is thy. 
judgment. 

138 The testimonies that Thou hast commanded : 
are exceedingly righteous and true. 

139 My zeal hath even consumed me : because 
mine enemies have forgotten thy words. 

140 Thy word is tried to the uttermost : and thy 
servant loveth it 

141 I am small, and of no reputation : yet do I not 
forget thy commandments. 

142 Thj righteousness is an everlasting righteous- 
ness : and thy law is the truth. 

143 Trouble and heaviness have taken hold upon 
me : yet is my delight in thy commandments. 

144 The righteousness of thy testimonies is ever- 
liasting : grant me understanding, and I shall live. 



Evening,] KOPH. [Bay 26. 

I CALL with my whole heart : hear me, Lord, I 
will keep thy statutes. 

146 Yea, even unto Thee do I call : help me, and 
I shall keep thy testimonies. 

147 Early in the morning do I cry unto Thee : for 
in thy word is my trust. 



139. My zeal] My jealonsy for 
God's honour. Ps. kix. 9; John 
ii. 17. 

140. Tried fo the uftermotf] 
'* Thy Word is very pure," like gold 
or silver refined in tne fire. 

144. grafit me vftderttanditiff] 
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That is, give roe only a knowledge 
of thy Word. The prayer is really 
the same as the last clause of that 
which we call the Prayer of St. 
Chrysostom : 'Grant us in this world 
knowledge of thy truth, and in the 
world to come, life eE«res\Aa^x&%t 



Day 26. PSALM CXIX. 



148 Mine eyes prevent the night-watches : that I 
might he occupied in thy words. 

149 Hear my voice, Lord, according unto thy 
loving-kindness : quicken me, according as Thou art 
wont. 

150 They draw nigh that of malice persecute me : 
and are far from thy law. 

151 Be Thou nigh at hand, Lord : for all thy 
commandments are trua 

152 As concerning thy testimonies, I have known 
long since : that Thou hast grounded them for ever. 

BESH. 

OCONSIDEE mine adversity, and deliver me : 
for I do not forget thy law. 

154 Avenge Thou my cause, and deliver me : quicken 
me, according to thy word. 

155 Health is far from the ungodly : for they re- 
gard not thy statutes. 

156 Great is thy mercy, Lord : quicken me, as 
Thou art wont. 

157 Many there are that trouhle me, and persecute 
me : yet do I not swerve from thy testimonies. 

158 It grieveth me when I see the transgressors : 
hecause they keep not thy law. 

159 Consider, Lord, how I love thy commandr 
ments : quicken me, according to thy loving-kindness. 

160 Thy word is true from everlasting : all the 
judgments of thy righteousness endure for evermore. 

SCHIN. 

PEEN^CES have persecuted me without a cause : 
hut my heart standeth in awe of thy word. 



148. Prevent the night-foalchet] 
Mine eyes are open before the 
watches of the night are passed. 
Compare Fs. cxxx. 6. 

14^. According as Thou art wotW] 
Or, according to thy righteoasness. 
150. Thai <tf malice persecute me] 
Or, "that follow a/ter mischief.** 
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152. Long since'] "Ofold.*' 
— Orounded'\ sixsA and esta- 
blished. 

156. Health] "Salvation." 
156. As Thou art wonf] As 
Thon hast been nsed to do ; or, it 
may be, According to thy truth uid 
lifSnteovsnsBS. See verse 14:9. 
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162 I am as glad of thy word : as one that findeth 
great spoils. 

163 As for lies, I hate and abhor them : but thy 
law do I love. 

164 Seven times a day do I praise Thee : because 
of thy righteous judgments. 

165 Great is lie peace that they have who love thy 
law : and they are not offended at it. 

166 Lord, I have looked for thy saving health : and 
done after thy commandments. 

167 My soul hath kept thy testimonies : and loved 
them exceedingly. 

168 I have kept thy commandments and testimonies : 
for all my ways are before Thee. 

TAU. 

LET my complaint come before Thee, Lord : give 
me understanding, according to thy word. 

170 Let my supplication come before Thee : deliver 
me, according to thy word. 

171 My lips shall speak of thy praise : when Thou 
hast taught me thy statutes. 

172 Yea, my tongue shall sing of thy word : for all 
thy commandments are righteous. 

173 Let thine hand help me : for I have chosen thy 
commandments. 

174 I have longed for thy saving health, Lord : 
and in thiy law is my delight. 



162. lam as glad of thy Word, 
&c.] I rejoice as mncn in the trea> 
sure of thy Word, as the eonqneror 
does in the rich spoils of his enemies. 

164. 8eveH times a day] Very 
frequently, constantly. Seven is 
often used in Scripture iudefinitely, 
to signify many times. Ps. zii. 7 ; 
Ixxix. 13; Matt, xviii. 21. 

165. Are not offended at ii] "And 
nothing shall enend them.** There 
shall l^ no 8tumbling4)]ook, or oc- 
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casiMi of offence, which the love of 
Gk>d*s law shall not enable them to 
overcome. * God is fiiithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will, 
with the temptation, also make a 
way to escape, that ye may be able 
to bear it.' 1 Cor. x. IS. 

169. My comjMfU] Net the 
voice of murmuring, but the eiy of 
distress or necessity. See Ps. ix. 12; 
note. 



Day 27. 



PSALM CXX. 



175 O let my soul live, and it shall piaise Thee : 
and thy judgments shdl help me. 

176 I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost : 
seek thy servant, for I do not forget thy commandments 



Morrdng.^ 



Psalm CXX. 



[2^27. 



ISRAEL IN THE MIDST OF HIS KNEMIBS. 



WHEN I was in trouble I called upon the Lord ^ 
and He heard me. 

2 Deliver my soul, Lord, from lying lips ; and 
&om a deceitful tongue. 

3 What reward shall be given or done unto thee, 
thou false tongue : even mighty and sharp arrows, 
Mrith hot burning coals. 

4 Woe is me, that I am constrained to dwell with 
Mesech : and to have my habitation among the tents of 
Kedar. 

5 My soul hath long dwelt among them : that are 
enemies -unto peace. 

6 I labour for peace, but when I spea^ unto them 
thereof ; they make them ready to battle. 



176. seek thy servant} That 
is, bring home to the fold thy lost 
sheep. Jer. L 6 ; John x. 14«— 16. 
This yerse seems to have supplied 
the clause in onr General Confes- 
sion,* We have erred and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep.' 

Ps. CXX. is the first of a series 
of fifteen short Psalms (cxx. — 
csxniX which are entitled in the 
Bible Version," Psalms of Degrrees,'* 
or of '* Ascents." A probable opi- 
nion is, that they were snng by the 
bands of pilgrims who went np 
yearly to Jerusalem at the great 
festivals, and by the exiles on their 
return from captivity. 

S. What reward'] The Psalmist 

addresses his fidse accuser, and 

asks, What profit or advantage dost 

tAou expect from thy slander and 
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falsehood P It will even be " sharp 
arrows of the mighty, and coals of 
fire ; " that is, the severest chastise- 
ment of God. See Ps. xlv. 6l 
4f. To dwell with Meseeh] The 

S)sition both of Mesech and of 
edar is uncertain. They were, 
however, probably, very remote the 
one from the other ; and therefore 
the Psalmist must mean to lament 
his being compelled to dwell in the 
midst of tribes as wild and fierce as 
the descendants of Mesech, the son 
of Japhet (Gen. x. 2) ; and Kedar 
the son of Ishmael (Gen. xxv. 13). 

5. My soitl hath long dwelt, &c^ 
The allusion is probably to the long 
years of captivity in an enemy'a 
countij. 

6. 1 labour for peace, &c.] ••! 
am for peace, but when I speak, 
they are for war." 



PSALM CXXI.— CXXII. 
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Psalm CXXL 

god's pboyidential care of his servants. 

I "WILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills : from 
whence cometh my help. 

2 My help cometh even from the Lord ; who hath 
made heaven and earth. 

3 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved : aaid He 
that keepeth thee will not sleep. 

4 Behold, He that keepeUi Israel : shall neither 
slumber nor sleep. 

5 The Lord Himself is thy keeper : the Lord is thy 
defence upon thy right hand ; 

6 So that the sun shall not bum thee by day : 
neither the moon by night. 

7 The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil : yea, 
it is even He that shdl keep thy soul. 

8 The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy 
coming in : from this time forth for evermore. 



I 



PSALM CXXII. 

THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL ON THEIR WAT TO THE TEMPLE. 

WAS glad when they said unto me : * We wiU go 
into the house of the Lord.' 



Ps. CXXI. appears to have been 
adapted to the time when the re- 
tarninji; exiles first caught sight of 
the towers and domes of Jeru^em. 
But like the rest of these inspired 
poems, it is suited for all times, and 
has been used in all ages of the 
Church, as the most beautiful ex- 
pression of confidence in the protec- 
tion of an over-ruling and ever- 
watchftd Providence. Refer to Ezra 
yiii. 22 ; Isa. ii. S. 

1. The hiiu] The bolv hills of 
Zion, on whicli the city and the tem- 
ple of Jerusalem were built. See 
Jps. Ixxxvii. 1. 

5. Thy defence'] «<Thy Bhade," 
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against the fierce rays of an eastern 
sun; thy shield and defence amid 
the dangers that encompass thee. 

6. Shall not bum] ^ Shall not 
smite thee." Compare Gen. xxxi» 
40 : ' In the day the drought con- 
sumed me, and the frost hy night.' 
The coldness of the nights, wliich 
is especially observable in Eastern 
countries, is popularly attributed to 
the moon. 

Ps. CXXn. is one which the 
Churchman of every generation 
may adopt as his prayer for the 
peace and prosperity of the 
' Catholic CKus^: 
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2 Our feet shall stand in thy gates : O JerusalenL 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city : that is at unity in 
itself 

4 For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the 
Lord : to testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the 
Name of the Lord. 

5 For there is the seat of judgment : even the seat 
of the house of David. 

6 pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall 
prosper that love thee. 

7 Peace be within thy walls : and plenteousness 
within thy palaces. 

8 For my brethren and companions' sakes : I will 
wish thee prosperity. 

9 Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God : 
I will seek to do thee good. 



Psalm CXXIIL 

HUMBLB LOOKING UP TO GOD. 

UNTO Thee lift I up mine eyes : Thou that 
dwellest in the heavens. 
2 Behold, even as the eyes of servants look unto the 
hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto 
the hand of her mistress : even so our eyes wait upon 
the Lord our God, until He have mercy upon us. 



3. J eUy that is at unity in it- 
#tf^] A ci^ compact, and well 
proportioned, so that the buildings 
appeared to form one harmonioiu 
whole; an emblem of tlie nnion 
and brotherhood of God's own 
people. Consider £phes. ii. 20 
—22 ; Eev. xxL 16. 

4. To tettify unto Israel, &c.] 
The going up of the tribes of 
Israel to Jerusalem, three times 
every year, was according to the 
testimony or ordinance given in the 
Law of Moses. £xod. xxiii. 14— 17. 
See also Ps. Izxxi 3 — 6. 

3. TAe seai of Judamenfi The 
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throne of the king, the seat of the 
Sanhedrim, or grrat council of the 
nation, and of the courts of justice; 

In Fs. CXXIIL the people are 
represented humbly looking up to 
their heavenly King for support 
and deliverance, as household ser- 
vants look to their earthly masters 
and mistresses for food and protec- 
tion. It is suitable to the cireum- 
stances of the restored tribes, who 
were exposed to the attacks of the 
Samaritans, and other adversaries. 
See Nehem. iv. 7 — 15. 

2. UitM J E.C haoe mercf\, We do 
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3 Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon 
us : for we are utterly despised. 

4 Our soul is filled with the scornful reproof of the 
wealthy : and with the despitefalness of the proud. 

Psalm CXXIV. 

GOD TH£ DEVENOE OV BIS PEOPLE. 

* "TF the Lord Himself had not been on our sdde,' 

1 now may Israel say : *if the Lord Himself had 
not been on our side, when men rose up against us ; 

2 They had swallowed us up quick ; when they 
were so wrathfiilly displeased at us. 

3 Yea, the waters had drowned us : and the stream 
had gone over our souL 

4 The deep waters of the proud : had gone even 
over our soul. 

5 But praised be the Lord : who hath not given us 
over for a prey unto their teeth. 

6 Our soul is escaped even as a bird out of the snare 
of the fowler : the snare is broken, and we are delivered. 

7 Our help standeth in the Name of the Lord : who 
hath made heaven and eartL' 

Psalm CXXV. 

l?RtJ8T IN GOD OUR BEST SECURIf Y. 

THEY that put their trust in the Lord shall be even 
as the mount Sion : which may not be removed, 
but standeth fast for ever. 



not limit oar hope to a definite 
time, bat are content to wait pa- 
tiently till we are coanted meet to 
receive pardon and mercy. 

4. Tk€ scornful reproof of the 
wealthy] "The scorning of those 
who are at ease.** This, and the 
preceding verse, may perhaps refer 
to the contempt with which the 
Israelites were treated by their 
prond masters in Babylon. 

Ps. CXXIV.— The Psalmist cele- 
brates some signal delivenmce of 
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his nation, and ascribes it to God 
alone; thas inculcating the same 
lesson as is tanght in so many Psalms, 
that in God alone can we trnst for 
protection and safety in danger. 

2* OMtckl Alive. Nnrab. xvi. SO. 

4. The deep waters of the proud^ 
&C.1 The swelling tide of insolence 
and contempt would have over- 
whelmed us. 

6. The snare of the fowler'] Com- 
pare Ps. xd. 3. 

Ps. CXXV. — In the mids^^^^ 
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2 Tlie hills stand about Jerosalem : even so standeth 
tlir* Loni round about Lis people, faaa this time fDith 
ior L'Vtfniiore. 

3 Fur the ro<l of the ungodly cometh not into the 
lot of tlic ri;^1iteou3 : lest the righteous put their hand 
unto wirkcdnoss. 

4 Do well, O Lord : unto those that are good and 
lru«^ of heart 

i) As for such as turn back unto their own wicked- 
ness : the Lord shall lead them forth with the evil- 
doers ; but peace shall be upon Israel 

£veninff.] PSALM CXXVL [i>i^27. 

BONO OF THE CAPTIVES BETURNKD rBOM B;ABTI.Oir. 

WHEN the Lord turned again the captivity of 
Sioii : then were we like unto them that dream. 
2 Til en was our mouth filled with laughter : and 

<»ui' loiifTuo with joy. 



would nrem, of trouble and pene- 
riition, the Church and people of 
God are ffustained by the assuraDce 
of his favour and protection, under 
which they might rest immovable 
AS Mount Zion, and secure as the 
Holy City, surrounded by its moun. 
tain bulwarks. 

3. The rod of the ungodly] The 
^vcming rod, or sceptre, which, 
in the liands of ungodlv rulers, 
becomes the instrument of tyranny 
and oi)pre88ion : thus the Assyrian 
is called the rod of God's anger. 
Isa. X. 5. 

— Comelh not into"] Or, as the 
Bible hath it, '* shall not rest" (or 
always remain) "upon;" the lot 
of the right eov8 ; that is, upon orover 
their inheritance and possessions. 
The meaning seems to be this : 
God does not suffer the ungodly to 
exercise any lasting dominion over 
the righteous, lest the righteous, 
seeing their unbelieving enemies in 
power, and themselves oppressed, 



should he led to distrust Grod, ami 
seek unlawful means to rodieas 
their own wrongs. 

6. Such at turn hack'] "Am tat 
such as turn aside unto theircrooked 
ways.** Ezek. xviii 24, 26. 

— ShaU lead them/orO] Shill 
conduct them as criminala to ess* 
cution beyond the gates of tiie ei^. 
Num. XV. 36, 36; Acta vii fiS; 
Heb. ziii. 12, 13. 

Ps. CXXVI. belongs to the time 
of Ezra, about 536 B.C. The exiks, 
restored to their own country after 
their long captivity in Babykn, 
break out into expressions of joy 
and thanksgiving; and pray the 
Lord, who brought about their de- 
liverance, to complete his work hj 
bringing back also their bietliTen 
who remained behind. 

1. Them thai dream] Our de- 
liverance was too snrprisinjr, ud 
our joy too great, for a waking 
reality. 



PSALM CXXVII 
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3 Then said they among the heathen : *The Lord 
hath done great things for them.' 

4 Yea, the Lord hath done great things for us 
already : whereof we rejoice. 

5 Turn our captivity, O Lord : as the rivers in the 
south. 

6 They that sow in tears : shall reap in joy. 

7 He that now goeth on his way weeping, and beareth 
forth good seed : shall doubtless come again with joy, 
and bring his sheaves with him. 

Psalm CXXVII. 

NO GOOD THINO WITHOUT GOD'S BLEBSINa. 

EXCEPT the Lord build the house : their labour 
is but lost that build it, 

2 Except the Lord keep the city : the watchman 
waketh but in vain. 

3 It is but lost labour that ye haste to rise up early, 
and so late take rest, and eat the bread of carefulness : 
for so He giveth his beloved, sleep. 



.5. Turn our ct^tivUy] -Either 
bring back onr remaining captives, 
cMrretiim to, be favourable to, onr 
eaptive people. 

— The rivers in the south'] As 
the dried-np channels of the rivers 
in the south flow ftgain in full 
streams after the rains have faUen. 

7. He that now goeth] The He- 
brew is very expressive ; * Going, 
he shall go and weep, bearing a load 
of seed ; coming, he shall come with 
singing, bearing his sheaves.' The 
weariness of the long march from 
Babylon to Jerusalem; the many 
years of toil required to restore 
their country to fertility, and to re- 
build their city and temple, — if this 
was such a prospect as to make them 
weep,— the promise of a happy issue 
to their labours would sustain their 
spirits in the anticipation of the time 
when their sorrow should be turned 
into joy. 2 Cor. iv. 16 — 18. . 
US 



Ps. CXXVn. is ascribed to Solo- 
mon, and may, perhaps, have been 
composed at the time of the build- 
ing of the Temple ; but it might, 
with equal suitableness, have been 
used on the occasion of the return 
from captivity, and the rebuilding 
of God's House. The Psalm piously 
ascribes all blessings, success, safe- 
ly, and domestic happiness, to God 
alone ; and is, therefore, adopted in 
the Office of "Thanksgiving for 
Women after Child-birth." 

3. For 90 He giveth his beloved^ 
sleepj While the men of this world, 
trusting to themselves alone, toil 
early and late, to heap up riches 
and make a fortune, God supplies 
the wants of his beloved servants, 
as it were, in their ' sleep,' that is, 
without any such excessive labour 
and anxiety on their part. Matt, 
vi. S3. Compare Prov. x. 22. In. 
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4 Lo, children and tlie fruit of the womh : are an 
heritage and gift that cometh of the Lord. 

5 lake as the arrows in the hand of the giant : even 
so are the young children. 

6 Happy is the man that hath his quiver fiill of 
them : they shall not be ashamed when they speak with 
their enemies in the gate. 



Psalm CXXVIII, 



THE BLESSn^GS OF THE GODLT. 



BLESSED are all they that fear the Lord : and 
walk in his ways. 

2 Eor thou shalt eat the labours of thine hands : 
well is thee, and happy shalt thou be. 

3 Thy -wife shall be as the fruitful vine : upon the 
walls of thine house. 

4 Thy children like the olive-branches : round about 
thy table. 



reader should be reminded that the 
name of JedicUah, 'Beloved of the 
Lord,* was given to Solomon b^ 
command of Jehovah (2 Sam. xii. 
26); and the inestimable blessing of 
a wise and understanding heart, as 
well as riches and honour, was 
vouchsafed to him in sleep, (1 Kings 
iii. 9—14.) 

4. Lo, children^ &c.] This is 
another instance of a blessing en- 
tirely dependent upon God*s good 
will. G^n. zxxiii. 6; Josh.xxiv. 3,4. 

5. The young chUdren] Bather, 
** children of the youth ; *' that is, 
of young parents ; sons who come 
to their strength while the father 

is vet in the vigour of life. Such 
children are to their father for pro- 
tection and defence, like weapons 
in tiie hand of the warrior. 

6. They shall not be ashamed] 
Shall not be put to shame, when 
the contest is either with arms 

jijgnuut au invadiDg foe, or in the 
H4i 



court of justice, at the gate of the 
city. Gen. xxiv. 60 ; Josh. xz« 4. 

Ps. CXXVJLLl. contains four es- 
pecial forms of blessing to God's 
true and fedthful servants : — 1. The 
peaceful enjoyment of the fruits of 
their labour ;* 2. A numerous and 
affectionate family; 3. The pros^ 
perity of their count^ and Church ; 
4. The privilege of seeing their 
children of the second ^nraation 
grow up. The Psalm is one of 
those appointed to be used in the 
' Solemnization of Matrimony.* 

3. Upon the waUs of thine houael 
Or, thy wife in the inner chambers 
of thy house shall be like a fruit- 
ful vine. The wife, who is the 
constant companion of her hnsband, 
and occupies herself at home with 
her family, is contrasted with the 
strange woman described in Prov. 
vii. 11, 12. 

^. 0(ive-6raincile«l''OUve-plaati, 



PSALM CXXIX. 



Day 27. 



5 Lo, thus shall the man be blessed : that feareth 
the Lord. 

6 The Lord from out of Sion shall so bless thee : that 
thou shalt see Jerusalem in prosperity all thy life long. 

7 Yea, that thou shalt see thy children's children : 
and peace upon Israel 

Psalm CXXIX. 

FAST TRIADS AI7D PAST DBLIYERANCXS. 

* It/TAJNY a time have they fought against me from 
JJjL my youth up ' : may Israel now say. 

2 * Yea, many a time have they vexed me from my 
youth up : but they have not prevailed against me.' 

3 The plowers plowed upon my back : and made 
long furrows. ^ 

4 But the righteous Lord : hath hewn the snares of 
the ungodly in pieces. 

5 Let them be confounded and turned backward : 
as many as have evil will at Sion. 

6 Let them be even as the grass growing upon the 
house-tops : which withereth afore it be plucked up ; 

7 Whereof the mower lilleth not his hand : neither 
he that bindeth up the sheaves his bosom. 



6. See Jerusalem in proeperUv] 
Nothing can more dearly show the 
strong affection which the Israelite 
bore to his Clmrcli and coontry, 
than that the peculiar blessing pro- 
mised to him was, that he should 
see Jerusalem in prosperity aU his 
life long. Compare Is. xxxiii. 20. 

7. And peace upon Israef] In- 
stead of joining these words to the 
preceding clause, it is better to take 
them as a concluding benediction : 
— * May peace be upon Israel ! ' 

In Ps. CXXIX., which belongs 

to the period after the return from 

Babylon, Israel is personified and 

made to speak of the trouble of her 
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youth, in Egypt and the wilderness, 
and of the manner in which she had 
been brought through them. This 
Psalm is applicable to the spiritual 
Israel ; it foreshows the troubles and 
deliverances of the Church, and the 
final overthrow of her enemies. 

3. Plowed upon my back] In- 
flicted upon me stripes that are lik9 
furrows made by the plough. Com- 
pare Isa. li, 28. 

4. Hath heum the mares] **Hath 
cut asunder the cords of the wicked.*' 

6. Grass growing upon the house' 
iojMt] Grass often grows up after 
rain on the flat roofs of houses in 
the East, but, having no de^th of 
soil, it almost lisaQft^^dXAi ^vCdoKc^* 



Day 28. 



PSALM CXXXII. 



lids to slumber : neither the temples of my head to 
take any rest ; 

5 Until I find out a place for the temple of the Lord : 
an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob.' 

6 Lo, we heard of the same at Ephrata : and found 
it in the wood. 

7 We will go into his tabernacle : and fall low on 
our knees before his footstool. 

8 Arise, Lord, into thy resting-place : Thou, and 
the ark of thy strength. 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness : 
and let thy saints sing with joyfulness. 

10 For thy servant David's sake : turn not away 
the presence of thine anointed. 

1 1 The Lord hath made a faithful oath unto David : 
and He shall not shrink from it ; 

12 *pf the fruit of thy body : shall I set upon 
thy seat. 

13 If thy children will keep my covenant, and my 
testimonies that I shall learn them : their children also 
shall sit upon thy seat for evermore.' 

14 For the Lord hath chosen Sion to be an habita- 
tion for Himself : He hath longed for her. 



6. Of the same] We heard of 
the lost ark at J^hruia ; that is^ 
Bethlehem, the place where the re- 
port reached us ; and found it in the 
wood. In the forest-field, near 
Kirjath-jearim, or ' the town of the 
forest,* where the ark was dis- 
covered. 1 Chron. xiii. 5, 6. 

8. Arise^ Lord] These words 
were used oy the Israelites in their 
marches through the wilderness 
when the ark was carried forward, 
and were adopted hy Solomon at 
the dedication of the temple^ 2 
Chron. vi. 41, 42. Ps, Ixviii. 1. 

P, Za^fhypriegtSth^^ This verse 
fbmishea two petitioBs m the short 
Z/tanjr before the Collect, at Mom- 
24S 
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ing and Evening Prayer : * Endue 
thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thv chosen people joy- 
ful,' 

10. Tur» not away the presence] 
" Turn not away the face," that is, 
reject not the prayer of me, thine 
anointed servant. The words may 
be found in Solomon's Prayer of 
Dedication already referred to. 
2 Chron. vi. 42. 

11. A faithful oatK] This solemn 
promise is shown by St. Peter (Acts 
li. 30) to have reference to the re- 
surrection and eternal kingship of 
the Messiah, from this solemn 
oath the Lord will never shrink, or 
depart, '^um.^uA^, 



PSALM CXXXIII. 
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15 'This shall be my rest for ever : here will I 
dwell, for I have a delight therein. 

16 I will bless her victuals with increase : and will 
satisfy her poor with bread. 

17 I will deck her priests with health : and her 
saints shall rejoice and sing. 

18 There shall I make the horn of David to iOiourish : 
I have ordained a lantern for mine anointed. 

19 As for his enemies, I shall clothe them with 
shame : but upon himself shall his crown iOiourish.* 

Psalm CXXXIII. 

BBOTHEBLT LOVE AND HARMONY. 

BEHOLD, 'how good and joyftd a thing it is : 
brethren, to dwell together in unity ! 
2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, 
that ran down unto the beard : even unto Aaron's 
beard, and went down to the skirts of his clothing. 



16 — 181 These are the promises 
of Jehovan to the familv of David, 
and, doubtless, througk them, to 
the Chnrch of Christ, on condition 
of their continuing to observe his 
laws and keep his covenant. 

16. Her mduaU\ "Her pro- 
vision." See Zech. viii. 12. 

17. WithheaUK] Saving health, 
«* salvation." 2 dhron. vi. 41. 

18. The horn of David to flourisK] 
" There will I make the horn (the 
power and glory) of David to bud." 
Ezek. xxix. 21. 

— A lantern] A light, the em- 
blem of glory and prosperity. It 
was ordained that a lamp should 
bum continually in the taoemacle. 
Ezod.xxvii.20. See also Fs.xviii.28. 

Ps. CXXXm., a Psalm of David, 
is a beautiful picture of the blessed- 
ness of brotherly concord and har- 
mony. It may probably have been 
suggested by a view of sdl the twelve 
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tribes assembled to worship at Jem-* 
salem on one of the great festivals. 
In tone it bears a striking resem- 
blance to Ps. cxxii. ; and both 
seem designed to kindle the affec- 
tions of tne people to their common 
home and centre, — ^the cily where 
the ark rested, and where hereafter 
the temple was to be built. 

1. Behold^ how good and jof(fid a 
thing it is, brethren^ &c.] Bather, 
"How good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren (worshippers of the 
same God) ^ dwell together in 
unity ! " The title of this Psalm, in 
the Bible Version, is, ** The benefit 
of the Communion of Saints." 

2. The shirts of his clothing] The 
hem of his garment ; probably the 
fringe of the collar of the ephod. 
Allusion is made to the anointing 
of the high-priest, and the name of 
Aaron is introduced because he was 
first anointed to that sacred office. 
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PSALM CXXXIV.— CXXXV. 



3 like as the dew of Hermon : whicli fell upon the 
hill of Sion. 

4 For there the Lord promised his blessing : and life 
for evermore. 

Psalm CXXXIV. 

THE OFFICE OF GOD'S MINISTERS. 

* TOEHOLD now, praise the Lord : all ye servants of 
J3 the Lord ; 

2 Ye that by night stand in the house of the Lord : 
even in the courts of the house of our God. 

3 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary : and praise 
the Lord.' 

4 * The Lord that made heaven and earth : give thee 
blessing out of Sion.* 



o 



Psalm CXXXV. 

THANKSaiVING FOB NATIONAL MERCIES. 

PEAISE the Lord, laud ye the Name of the 
Lord : praise it, ye servants of the Lord; 



8. The dew of ffermotty &c.] The 
Bible Version is, " As the dew of 
Hermon, and as the dew that de- 
scended upon, the monntains of 
Zion." Some understand the dew 
of Hermon to signify simplv very 
rich aud abundant dew, and then 
the meaning will be, The beauty of 
brotherly love and concord is like 
the bright and refreshing dew that 
falls on Mount Zion. 

4. For there"] That is, on Mount 
Zion. 

— And life for evermore"] " Even 
life for evermore." Long lifip was 
the promised blessing of the Law ; 
and He in whom the Law was to 
be fulfilled was the Giver of eternal 
}}fe, through the Gospel, to all 
frAo should bedieve in Mim. Deut. 
/r. 40/ John x. 28; xi, 25, 2Q, 
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Ps. CXXXIV.— The first three 
verses were probably addressed by 
a company of devout worshippers to 
the priests and Levites who were 
keeping their holy watch in the 
Temple. The people are answered 
by a solemn benediction ; and thus 
the series of pilerim songs is beau- 
tifully closed, and the faithful Israel- 
ites dismissed with a blessing to 
their homes. 

Ps. CXXXV. recites, as motives 
to the praise of Jehovah, his won- 
derful works in nature, his interpo- 
sition in behalf of his own people, 
aud the vanity and nothingness of 
the gods of the heathen. 

I. Laud] Laud is a word derived 
&om the Latin, meaning the same 
as, Prufte. 



PSALM CXXXV. 
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2 Ye that stand in the house of the Lord : in the 
courts of the house of our God. 

3 praise the Lord, for the Lord is gracious : 
sing praises unto his Name, for it is lovely. 

i For why 1 the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto Him- 
self : and Israel for his own possession. 

5 For I know that the Lord is great : and that our 
Lord is above all gods. 

6 Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He in hear 
ven, and in earth : and in the sea, and in all deep places; 

7 He bringeth forth the clouds from the ends of the 
woTld : and sendeth forth lightnings with the rain, 
brmging the winds out of his treasures. 

8 He smote the first-born of Egypt : both of man 
and beast. 

9 He hath sent tokens and wonders into the midst 
of thee, O thou land of Egypt : upon Pharaoh, and all 
his servants. 

10 He smote divers nations : and slew mighty kings ; 

11 Sehon king of the Amorites, and Og the king of 
Basan : and aU the kingdoms of Canaan ; 

12 Ajid gave their land to be an heritage : even an 
heritage unto Israel his people. 

13 Thy Name, Lord, endureth for ever ; so doth 
thy memorial, Lord, from one generation to another. 



2. Te that stand, Stc.] The priests 
and ministers of Jehovali, — ^those 
who wait npon Hira in his sancta- 
aiy, — are specially invited to praise 
Him. Neh. ix. 4, 5. 

4i. Hit own possession] "His 
peculiar treasure." Deut. vii. 6. 

6. Whatsoever the Lord pleased^ 
that did Ee^ &c.] While the so- 
odled gods of the heathen are no- 
thing but helpless and lifeless idols, 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, is the 
Creator of the Universe, who framed 
and governs all things according to 
his wilL See Ps. cxv. 3. 

7. Se bringeth forth .the clouds, 
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&c.] *'He canseth the vapours 
(which form the clouds) to ascend 
from the ends of the earth.** 

7. Out of his treasures'] Bather, 
Out of his treasure-houses. This 
verse occurs in Jer. x. 13. 

8. The first-born of Egypt] Refer 
to Exod. xii. 12—29. 

9. All his servants] The minis- 
ters and courtiers of a sovereign are 
called his servants. Exod. v. 21 ; 
vii. 10. 

\\, Sehon] for the history, see 
Numb, xxl 21—35. 

12. Heritage] A possession to 
which the Israelites auficeedftd* 
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14 For the Lord will avenge his people : and be 
gracious unto his servants. 

15 As for the images of the heathen, they are but 
silver and gold : the work of men's hands. 

16 They have mouths, and speak not : eyes have 
they; but they see not 

17 They have ears, and yet they hear not : neither 
is there any breath in their mouths. 

18 They that make them are like unto them : and so 
are all they that put their trust in them. 

19 Praise the Lord, ye house of Israel : praise the 
Lord, ye house of Aaron. 

20 Praise the Lord, ye house of Levi : ye that fear 
the Lord, praise the Lord. 

21 Praised be the Lord out of Sion : who dwelleth 
at Jerusalem. 



Evening.] 



Psalm CXXXVL 



GOD'S EVER-BNDUBING MBBCT. 
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OGIVE thanks unto the Lord, for He is gracious : 
and his mercy endureth for ever. 

2 give thanks unto the God of aU gods : for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

3 thank the Lord of all lords : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

4 Who only doeth great wonders : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 



14i. WiU avenae hia people] Will 
see them righted. 

— Be gracious unto hit servant/] 
** Will repent Himself conoerning 
his servants," that is, wiU 'let go 
his wrath ' and have compassion on 
them. See Ps. xc. 13. Compare 
Deut. xxxii. 86. 

15—18.1 The helplessness of the 
dumb, deal, and blind gods of the 
heathen, is contrasted vith the Al- 
mighty and wonder-working God of 
Israel Compare P». err. 4—8. 
29, SO, r^ Atnue of Israel, &c.] 
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Compare Ps. cxv. 9 — 11. 

21. DweUeth at Jerusalem] «At 
Salem is his tabernacle, and his 
dwelling in Sion." Ps. Ixxvi. 2. 

Ps. CXXXYl., continuing the 
same strain as the preceding one, 
seems intended to rekindle and sus- 
tain the faith of the Israelites in 
their G^, by calling to their mind 
the glorions manifestations of his 
power in the times of their fathers. 

4. mo ofUy doeth] <'Wlio alone 
doeth," 8(0, 
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5 Who by his excellent wisdom made the heavens 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

6 Who laid out the earth above the waters : for his 
mercy endureth for ever ; 

7 Who hath made great lights : for his mercy en- 
reth for ever ; 

8 The sun to rule the day : for his mercy endureth 
for ever; 

9 The moon and the stars to govern the night : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

10 Who smote Egypt with their first-bom : for his 
mercy endureth for ever ; 

11 And brought out Israel from among them : for 
his mercy endureth for ever; 

12 With a mighty hand and stretched out arm : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

13 Who divided the Ked sea in two parts : for his 
mercy endureth for ever ; 

14 And made Israel to go through the midst of it : 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

15 But as for Pharaoh and his host, He overthrew 
them in the Ked sea : for his mercy endureth for 
ever. 

16 Who led his people through the wilderness : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

17 Who smote great kings : for his mercy endureth 
for ever ; 

18 Yea, and slew mighty kings : for his mercy en- 
dui'eth for ever ; 

19 Sehon king of the Amorites : for his mercy en- 
dureth forever; 



8. TonUetheday] "To rale by 
day." Compare Gen. i. 16. 

9. Govern (he niahf] " Rule by 
night." Compare Jer. xxii. 35. 

10. With their Jir9t'borti\'SiA\^'es 
**In their first-born." It will be 
remembered that in this and some 
succeeding verses, as 16, 17-^22, 
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an inspired poet of the Hebrews ia 
celebrating the praises of Jehovah 
for the mercifiil deliverance of hia 
countrymen, which could only be 
effected through the chastisement 
and overthrow of their enemies. 
10 — 15. Bead £xod. xii. — xiv. 
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20 And Og the king of Basan : for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever ; 

21 And gave away their land for an heritage : for 
his mercy endnreth for ever ; 

22 Even for an heritage unto Israel his servant : for 
Lis mercy endureth for ever. 

23 Who remembered us when we were in trouble : 
for his mercy endureth for ever ; 

24 And hath delivered us from our enemies : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

25 Wlio giveth food to all flesh : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

26 give thanks unto the God of heaven : for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

27 O give thanks unto the Lord of lords : for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

Psalm CXXXVII. 

THE Jew's bemembbance op his captivity. 

BY the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept : 
when we remembered thee, Sion. 

2 As for our harps, we hanged them up : upon the 
trees that are therein. 

3 For they that led us away captive required of us 
then a song, and melody, in our heaviness : * Sing us 
one of the songs of Sion.' 

4 How shall we sing the Lord's song : in a strange 
landl 



preceding Psalm, verses 10 — 12, 
and the notes thereon. 

23. When we were in trouble'] 
** In OUT low estate." 



Ps. CXXXVII. depicts the sad 
condition of the people daring their 
banishment, with a view to excite 
their love and devotion to their own 
eoan^ and Church. 
1. TAff wafers ^ Babyhn\ The 



Euphrates, Tigris, and other rivers 
of Chaldaea. 

2. As for our harps. &c.l Poetry 
has never furnishedlmore striking 
pictnre of national raonming than 
IS here set before us; — ^a people 
weeping by the streams of a foreign 
land, uid the harp of their own 
country suspended on the willows 
overhead. Comp. Ezek. xxvi. 18. 

— The trees^ " The willows ii| 
the midst iTaewotr 
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5 If I forget thee, Jerusalem : let my right hand 
forget her cuiming. 

6 If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave 
to the roof of my mouth : yea, if I prefer not Jeru- 
salem in my mirtL 

7 Kemember the children of Edom, Lord, in the 
day of Jerusalem : how they said, *Down with it, 
down with it, even to the ground.' 

8 O daughter of Babylon, wasted with misery : yea, 
happy shall he be that rewardeth thee, as thou hast 
served us. 

9 Blessed shall he be that taketh thy children : and 
throweth them against the stones. 

Psalm CXXXVIII. 

god's loving-kindness and truth. 

I WILL give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, with my 
whole heart ; even before the gods will I sing praise 
unto Thee. 



5. Her CMnning\ Her especial 
art. Probably her skill in playing 
upon the harp. 1 Sam. xvi. 16 ;' 
Isa. iii. 3. In modem nse, the 
word cunning signifies commonly 
that skill, or cn^ which is. em- 
ployed to deceive. 

^. If I prefer not, kc.} «' If I 
prefer not Jerusalem above my 
chief joy." 

7. The day of Jerusalem] The day 
of her disgrace and downfall. For 
reference to the insulting joy of 
Esau over his brother Jacob in 
the day of his calamity, see Obad. 
10—14 ; Eaek. xxv. 12—14. 

8. Wasted vitA misery] '<Who 
art to be destroyed," who art doomed 
to destruction. 

9. Blessed shaU lie he] God 
shall, in his just judgment, bless 
with success the invading enemy 
of Babylon, namely Cyrus, whom 
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He had raised up to execute ven- 
geance on the cruel oppressors of 
his , people Israel. The terrible 
vengeance which would overtake 
them, and which would spare neither 
women nor children, is foretold by 
Isaiah, ch. ziii. 16. Compare Hos. 
X. 14. 

Pa. CXXXVm. gratefully ac- 
knowledges past mercies, and looks 
forward to the universal establish- 
ment and recognition of the power 
and authority of Jehovah. 

1. Before the gods'] Some sup- 
pose that by gods the kings and 
judges of the earth are signified 
(Ps. Ixxxii. 1) ; others, the gods of 
the heathen: but the old Oreek 
and Latin Versions translate the 
word * Angels.' In this sense, the 
words of Uie Psalmist bear a close 
resemblance to our own ascription 
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2 I will worship towaxd thy holy temple, and praise 
thy Name, because of thy loving-kindiiess and truth : 
for Thou hast magnified thy ^ame, and thy Word, 
above aU things. 

3 When I called upon Thee, Thou heardest me : 
and enduedst my soul with much strengtL 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise Thee, 
Lord : for they have heard the words of thy mouth. 

5 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord : that 
great is the glory of the Lord. 

6 For though the Lord be high, yet hath He respect 
unto the lowly : as for the proud. He beholdeth them 
afar off. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, yet shalt 
Thou refresh me : Thou shalt stretch forth thy hand 
upon the furiousness of mine enemies, and thy right 
hand shall save me. 

8 The Lord shall make good his loving-kindness 
towards me : yea, thy mercy, Lord, endureth for 
ever ; despise not then the works of thine own hands. 

Mommg,'] PSALM CXXXIX, [i>ay 29. 

THE OMNIPRESENCE AND OMNISCIENCE OP GOD. 

OLOKD, Thou hast searched me out, and known 
me : Thou knowest my down-sitting, and mine 
up-rising ; Thou understandest my thoughts long before. 



of praise in the Communion Ser- 
Tice, * Therefore, with angels and 
archangels,' &c. 

2. Toward thy holy temple] Com- 
pare Ps. V. 7 ; Dan. vi. 10. 

— Magnified , . . thy Word] 
Hast, in a wonderful manner, fol- 
Alled thy promise. 

4. All the kin^s of the earth] 
These words surely have reference 
to the times of the Messiah, and 
the conversion of heathen kings 
through his Gospel. See Ps. xxii. 
^7; di. 15; Isa.xlix. 23. 
— J^ May Aava heard] Oi^ as 
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in the Bible Version, "when they 
hear." 

5. In the way£\ Or, concerning 
the ways of God, their excellence 
aud justice. 

6. For thouah the Lord he h^fh'\ 
Compare Isa. Ivii. 15 ; Ixvi. 2. 

— beholdeth them afar off] Re- 
gards them with aversion ana dis- 
pleasure. He will not suffer the 
proud to approach Him. 

8. Deepiee not] Do not overlook 
or abandon. 

Ps. CXXXIX. is a solemn ap- 
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2 Thou art about my path, and about my bed : and 
spiest out all my ways. 

3 For lo, there is not a word in my tongue : but 
Thou, Lord, knowest it altogether. 

4 Thou hast fashioned me, behind and, before : and 
laid thine hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for 
me : I cannot attain unto it. 

6 Whither shall I go then from thy Spirit : or 
whither shall I go then from thy presence 1 

7 K I climb up into heaven. Thou art there : if I 
go down to hell, Thou art there also. 

8 If I take the wings of the morning ; and remain in 
the uttermost parts of the sea ; 

9 Even there also shall thy hand lead me : and thy 
right hand shall hold me. 

10 If I say, * Peradventure the darkness shall cover 
me ' : then shall my night be turned to day. 

11 Yea, the darkness is no darkness with Thee, but 
the night is as clear as the day : the darkness and light 
to Thee are both alike. 



peal, unequalled for the beauty of 
its diction and imagery, to the 
Searcher of hearts, and may be 
most profitably used as a help to 
self-examination. 

1. Thou hast searched me ouf] 
The senseof God's being everywhere 
present, and knowing our roost se- 
cret thoughts and actions, may well 
lead us to use that most beautiful 
prayer in the Communion Service, 
* Almighty God, to whom all hearts 
be open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid,' &c. Com- 
pare Heb. iv. 13. 

3. Not a word in my tongue^ &c.l 
Thou knowest my words before I 
give them utterance; Thou per- 
eeivest ail my thoughts before my 
voice can express them. 

4. Haiif4uhioned'\ '^Hastbeeet 
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me,** hast compassed me. The 
meaning seems to be. Thou art 
before, behind, on every side of me, 
to direct and control my movements 
and actions. Compare Job xxiii. 
8—10. 

5. Cannot attain'] Cannot rise 
high enough to reach it. 

7. To hell] Under the earth. 
The region of darkness and death. 
Compare Amosix.2,andFrov.xT.ll. 

8. The vnngs of the morning] If, 
with the rapidity of the sunbeam, 
I dart from east to farthest west. 

10. Peradventure] Perhaps. 

— Shall cover me] That is. 
Shall hide me from thy sight. 

— Then shall my night] The 
darkness in which I attempt to 
shroud myself shall be mid-daylight 
untoThice. 



Day 29. 



PSALM CXXXIX. 



12 For my reins are thine : Thou hast covered me 
in my mother's womb. 

13 I will give thanks unto Thee, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made : marvellous are thy works, and 
that my soul knoweth right well 

14 My bones are not hid from Thee : though I be 
made secretly, and fashioned beneath in the eartL 

15 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being im- 
perfect : and in thy book were all my members written; 

1 6 Which day by day were fashioned : when as yet 
there was none of them. 

17 How dear are thy counsels unto me, God : 
how great is the sum of them ! 

18 If I tell them, they are more in number than the 
sand : when I wake up I am present with Thee. 

19 Wilt Thou not slay the wicked, O God : depart 
from me, ye blood-thirsty men. 

20 For they speak unrighteously against Thee : and 
thine enemies take thy Name in vain. 

21 Do not I hate them, Lord, that hate Thee* : and 
am not I grieved with those that rise up against Thee ? 

22 Yea, I hate them right sore : even as though they 
were mine enemies. 

23 Try me, God, and seek the ground of my 
heart : prove me, and examine my thoughts. 



12. My reins are ihine] Thou 
hast formed those inner organs of 
the body which are the seat of man*s 
feelings and affections ; how, then, 
can anything about him be hidden 
from thy siglit P Isa. xliv. 2. 

14. My boneSy &c.] Tlie frame- 
work of my body was not hid from 
Thee while 1 wa,s being fashioned 
in secret. Before 1 was bom, and 
while hidden as if underground, 
Thon sawest me, and didst watch 
my growth. Compare Job x. 8 — 11. 

16. My substance'] The matter 
pat of which I was formed. 
18.J/-IMiaem-] «'lf I should 



count them." 

18. When I wake vp\ Night and 
morning, waking and sleeping, my 
mind is absorbed in the contempk^ 
tion of God*s infinite knowledge 
and wisdom. 

19. Wm Thou not slay, &c.] Wilt 
not Thou, God, who seest and 
knowest the hidden thoughts and 
counsels of all men, destroy the 
wicked, even thine enemies, and 
avenge the cause of thy true ser- 
vants P Compare Isa. xi. 4>. 

23, 24. Try me, God, &c.] The 
Psalmist, having already so fhlly 
expre&aed. his belief that from God 



PSALM CXL. 



Day 29. 



24 Look well if there be any way of wickedness in 
me : and lead me in the way everlasting. 



Psalm CXL. 

FOB DBLIVEBANCE FBOM SLANDER AND VIOLENCE. 

DELIVEK me, Lord, from the evil man ; and 
preserve me from the wicked man, 

2 Who imagine mischief in their hearts : and stir 
up strife all the day long. 

3 They have sharpened their tongues Kke a serpent : 
Oder's poison is under their lips. 

4 Keep me, Lord, from the hands of the ungodly ; 
preserve me from the wicked men, who are purposed 
to overthrow my goings. 

5 The proud have laid a snare for me, and spread a 
net abroad with cords : yea, and set traps in my way. 

6 I said Tinto the Lord, Thou art my God : hear the 
voice of my prayers, Lord. 

7 Lord God, Thou strength of my health : Thou 
hast covered my head in the day of battle. 

8 Let not the imgodly have his desire, Lord : let 
not his mischievous imagination prosper, lest they be 
too proud; 

9 Let the mischief of their own lips fall upon the 
head of them : that compass me about. 

10 Let hot burning coals fall upon them : let them 
be cast into the fire, and into the pit, that they never 
rise up again. 



no secrets are hid, here prays that 
he may himself be made conscious 
of his own transgressions, and so by 
repentance be led into the way of 
life eternal. 1 Pet. i. 7 ; Heb. xii. 
15, 16. 

Ps. CXL. is ascribed to David, 
and may refer to the time when he 
was persecuted by Saul and Doer. 
In a spiritual sense the Psalm is 
applicaole to Christ and the ene- 
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mies and persecutors of his Church. 

3. Adder's poison] The sam^ 
imagery occurs in Pa. Iviii. 4-. 

5. thread a net abroad'^ "Have 
spread a net by the way-side." 

7. Hast covered my head'] Ha»t 
been my siiield and protection. See 
1 Sam. xvii. 45—51 ; 2 Sam . viii. 6. 

8. His mischievous imagination] 
His wicked schemes and devices. 
See 2 Sam. xv. 31. 

10. Lst Aoi ftunvxHtj cooX%^'^^^ 



Day 29. 



PSALM CXLI. 



11 A man fall of words shall not prosper upon the 
earth : evil sh^U hunt the wicked person to overthrow 
him. 

12 Sure I am that the Lord will avenge the poor : 
and maintain the cause of the helpless. 

13 The righteous also shall give thanks unto thy 
Name : and the just shall continue in thy sight. 

Psalm CXLI. 

VCR GBAOE TO BESIST TEMPTATION. 

LOKD, I call upon Thee, haste Thee unto me : and 
consider my voice when I cry unto Thee. 

2 Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the 
incense : and let the lifting up of my hands be an 
evening sa^jrifice. 

3 Set a watch, Lord, before my mouth ; and keep 
the door of my lips. 

4 let not mine heart be inclined to any evil thing : 
let me not be occupied in ungodly works with the men 
that work wickedness, lest I eat of such things as please 
them. 



* Upon the ungodly He shall rain 
snares, fire and brimstone/ &c. See 
Gen. xix. 24, and Ps. xi. 7. 

W. A man full of words] "An 
evil speaker." 

12. Sure I am] Notwithstanding 
my present distressed condition, I 
have a sure confidence in the jus- 
tice of God. 

13. And the just, &c.] " The 
upright shall dwell in thy presence." 

Ps. CXLI. is ascribed in the Bible 
Version to David, and appears to 
have been written by him in some 
time of trial and persecution, per- 
haps when he was a fagitiye through 
fear of Saul. See 1 Sam. xxvi. 
2. Js ^Ae ineame] The Psalmist, 
flyaway from the Holy Tabemade, 
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implores God favourably to r^ard 
his prayer as the pure incense there 
daily offered both morning and even- 
ing, and to take the upliftinip of his 
hands in supplication instead of 
sacrifice. See Exod. xxx. 7, 8. 

3. Seta waichy Lord^hc.'] Da- 
vid, surronnded by jealous country- 
men and heathen enemies, prays 
that he may not be provoked, by 
impatience and resentment, into sin 
of thought, word, or deed. James 
i. 26. 

4. Lest I eat of such things as 
please them"} " iJet me not eat of 
their dainties." The prayer of the 
Psalmist is against being tempted 
to share in the feasts, and so to faXL 
in with the corrupt practices, of the 
wicked. P&. cn\. 28 *, Prov. zxiii. 6. 



PSALM CXLII. 



Day 29. 



5 Let the righteous rather smite me friendly : and 
reprove me. 

6 But let not their precious balms break my head : 
yea, I will pray yet against their wickedness. 

7 Let their judges be overthrown in stony places : 
that they may hear my words, for they are sweet 

8 Our bones lie scattered before the pit : like as 
when one breaketh and heweth wood upon the earth. 

9 But mine eyes look unto Thee, Lord God : in 
Thee is my trust, O cast not out my souL 

10 Keep me from the snare that they have laid for 
me : and from the traps of the wicked doers. 

11 Let the ungodly fall into their own nets together : 
and let me ever escape them. 



Evmifig.] Psalm CXLII. I>ay 29. 

THE CRY OF THE FBIBNDLESS. 

I CRIED unto the Lord with my voice : yea, even 
unto the Lord did I make my supplication. 



. 6. SmiU ma friendly] Or, Smite 
me with love. The rendering of 
the Bible Version is more clear: 
''Let the righteous smite me, it 
shall he a kindness; and let him 
reprove me, it shall be an excellent 
oil, which shall not break my head." 
Gad. vi. 1. 

6. Precious balnut] The oil with 
which the head oi an honoured 
guest at a feast was anointed. 

— Againd their tpickednets] 
Against the wicked devices of my 
enemies ; or, as in Bible Version, 
** in their calamities." 

7. Let their judges, ftc.] Let the 
unjust judges (or rulers^ be cast down 
the rocky steeps for their destruc- 
tion; that the people, warned by 
their fate, may listen to the words of 
truth and peace. A learned scholar 
translates the words as f<^ow8 : — 
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Against the rocks their judges are 
dashed: So shall they hear my 
words, how lovely they are.-— Bead 
1 Chron. x. 

8. Our bones] The bones of our 
slain are scattered on the sides of 
the grave, as thoughtlessly and un- 
feelingly as fagots of wood cleaved 
by the axe of the woodman. 

9. Cast not out my soul"] Or, 
Pour not out my life. Compare 
Isa. liii. 12. * He hath poured out 
his soul unto death.' The expres> 
fdon is transferred from pouring out 
the blood, in which life is. 

Ps. CXLn. is entitled in the 
Bible Version, "A Prayer of David 
when he was in the cave." The 
reader, therefore, should refer to 
1 Sam. xxxii. 1, 2 ; xxiv. 1— -3. It 
Ni%a oVsHVSOS&ij -wcfc^TiVi'Vssss^Sss."*^ 



Day 29. 



PSALM CXLIII. 



2 I poured out my compjamts before HiTn : and 
shewed Him of my trouble. 

3 When my spirit was in heaviness Thou knewest 
my path : in the way wherein I walked have they 
privily laid a snare for me. 

4 I looked also upon my right hand : and saw there 
was no man that would know me. 

5 I had no place to flee unto : and no man cared for 
my souL 

6 I cried unto Thee, Lord, and said : * Thou art mf 
hope, and my portion in the land of the living. 

7 Consider my complaint : for I am brought very low. 

8 deliver me from my persecutors : for they are 
too strong for me. 

9 Bring my soul out of prison, that I may give 
thanks unto thy Name : which thing if Thou wilt grant 
me, then shall the righteous resort unto my company.' 



H 

sake. 



Psalm CXLin. 

PRAYER OF TAITH IK THE MIDST OF TROUBLES. 

Proper Psalm for Ash Wednesday. 

EAE my prayer, Lord, and consider my desire : 
hearken unto me for thy truth and righteousness^ 



time of great stndtness, and while 
Bnrrouaded by enemies. 

3. Thou knewest my patK] Thou 
knewest the dangers and difficulties 
which encompassed me. 

4. Upon mil rigM hand"] It was 
the custom m the East for the 
champion and advocate to stand on 
the right hand of the person accused. 

5. No man cared for my soid'] 
No one was ready to protect my life. 

9. Bring my soul out of prison'] 

Beliyer me from the bondage of 

fear and distress. 

— 2ji^x shall the righteous^ &c.] 

Or, ThenghteonaRre watcliing me 
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and expecting to see the power and 
mercy of Ood exerted for my deli^ 
Terance. Ps. cxix. 79. 

Ps. CXLin.— In this Psabn, at 
in the last, David, sorely beset hj 
his relentless enemies, yet supported 
by the remembrance of past mer- 
cies, appeals to God for help. The 
hundred and forty>third is the 
seventh and last of the * Peniten- 
tial Psalms.* 

1. My desire"] Desire has here^ 
as commonly in Scripture, the sense 
of supplication or prayer. It is 
used ia the SAme sense in the Col- 



PSALM CXLIII. 
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2 And enter not into judgment with thy servant : 
for in thy sight shall no man living be justified. 

3 For the enemy hath persecuted my soul ; he hath 
smitten my life down to tiie ground : he hath laid me 
in the darkness, as the men that have been long dead. 

4 Therefore is my spirit vexed within me : and my 
heart within me is desolate. 

5 Yet do I remember the time past ; I muse upon 
all thy works : yea, I exercise myself in the works of 
thy hands. 

6 I stretch forth my hands unto Thee : my soul 
gaspeth imto Thee as a thirsty land. 

7 Hear me, Lord, and that soon, for my spirit 
waxeth faint : hide not thy face from me, lest I be 
like unto them that go down into the pit. 

8 let me hear thy loving-kindness betimes in the 
morning, for in Thee is my trust : shew Thou me the 
way that I should walk in, for I lift up my soul unto 
Thee. : 

9 Deliver me, Lord, from mine enemies : for I 
flee unto Thee to hide me. 

10 Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth Thee, for 
Thou art my God : let thy loving Spirit lead me forth 
into the land of righteousness. 



lect for the Twelfth Sunday after 
Trinity, in which we address God 
as * wont to give more than either 
we clesire or deserve.' 

2. For in thy 9ighty &c.] No words 
ooald more emphatically disclaim 
all notion of personal merit. 

— Shall no man living be juati- 
fied'\ More correctly. No man living 
19 just. Many, we are privileged to 
believe, though iusUy liable to con- 
demnation, shall be justified^ or 
accounted righteous, through the 
atonement and mediation of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Eom. iii. 20—26 ; Gal. ii. 16 ; Tit. 
iu. 6—7. 
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3. Eath laid me in the darkness, 
&c.] The Psalmist may, perhaps, 
allude to the persecutions of Saul, 
whereby he was constantly in peril 
of life, and driven to seek shelter in 
dark hiding places. 

5. / remember the time pasf] I 
call to mind tlie wonderful works 
which Thou didst in the days of our 
fathers, and in the old time before 
them. Refer to Ps. xliv. 1 ; Ixxvii. 5. 

— Muse'] "Meditate." 

10. Mo the land of righieouS" 
ness"] Eather,it would seem to mean, 
into a laud of evenness — a level 
land ; the plain and safe path of 
obedience and duty. 



Day 80. 



PSALM CXLIV. 



11 Quicken me, Lord, for thy Name's sake : and 
for thy righteousness' sake bring my soul out of trouble. 

12 And of thy goodness slay mine enemies : and de- 
stroy all them that vex my soul ; for I am thy servant 



Mormng,"] 



Psalm CXLIV. 



[i%80. 



FOR YIOTOBY AND THE BLISSIITOS OV PBAOE. 



BLESSED be the Lord my strength : who teacheth 
my hands to war, and my fingers to fight ; 

2 My hope and my fortress, my castle and deliverer, 
my defender in whom I trust : who subdueth my 
people that is under me. 

3 Lord, what is man, that Thou hast such respect unto 
him : or the son of man, that Thou so regaidest biTn ? 

4 Man is like a thing of nought : his time passeth 
away like a shadow. 

5 Bow thy heavens, Lord, and come down : touch 
the mountains, and they shall smoke. 

6 Cast forth thy lightning, and tear them : shoot 
out thine arrows, and consume them. 

7 Send down thine hand from above : deliver me, 
and take me out of the great waters, from the hand of 
strange children ; 



11. Quicken me] Give me new 
life; revive iny spirit, as often 
before. See Ps. cxix. 25. 

12. Of thy goodness slay mine 
enemies\Oxi\. of mercifal considera- 
tion for thy people, destroy those 
rebellions enemies who oppose them- 
selves to thy servants and thereby 
set themselves against Thee. The 
Christian, applying this Psalm to 
his own nse, will pray Gk)d to endne 
him with strength to resist and 
overcome his spiritnal enemies. 
Compare second Collect for Morn- 
ing Service, and third Collect in 
Lent. 1 Sam. xxv. 29 ; Luke xx. 
17, 18. 

Ps. CXLIV., ascribed to David, 
b^ns, like the eighteenth, in terms 
charactenstic of a warrior king. 
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Its chief subjects are, triumph over 
his enemies, praise to God for de- 
liverance from their power, and for 
plenty and prosperity among his 
people. 

2. Who subdueth my people, &c] 
Or, Who bringeth the people into 
subjection to me. 

8. Lord, what is man, &c.] The 
same sentiment of God's undeserved 
goodness is expressed in very similar 
terms in Ps. viii. 4; and quoted 
Heb. ii. 6. 

6. Cast forth thy liffhtninffy and 
tear them'] David prays that God 
will employ this most formidable arm 
of his power to scatter and over- 
throw his enemies. Deut. xxxii. 42. 

7. Out of the great waters'] The 
depths of trouble and distress. 



PSALM CXLV. 



Day Sa 



.8 Whose mouth, talketh. of vanity : and their right 
hand is a right hand of wickedness. 

9 I will sing a new song unto Thee, Grod : and 
sing praises unto Thee upon a ten-stringed lute. 

10 Thou hast given victory unto kmgs : and hast 
delivered David thy servant from the peril of the sword. 

1 1 Save me, and deliver me from the hand of strange 
children : whose mouth talketh of vanity, and their 
right hand is a right hand of iniquity. 

12 That our sons may grow up as the young plants : 
and that our daughters may be as the polished comers 
of the temple. 

13 That our gamers may be ftdl and plenteous with 
all mtmner of store : that our sheep may bring forth 
thousands and ten thousands in our streets. 

14 That our oxen may be strong to labour ; that 
there be no decay : no leading into captivity, and no 
complaining in our streets. 

15 Happy are the people that are in such a case : yea, 
blessed are tiie people who have the Lord for their God. 



I 



Psalm CXLV. 

THE POWEB, RIQHTEOUSNESS, AND MEROT OT GOD. 

Proper PscUm for Whit Sunday, 

WILL magnify Thee, God, my King : and I 
will praise thy Name for ever and ever. 



7. Siranae children] The heathen 
natioas, who were ttrangen to QoA 
and his law. 

8. Talieih of vanity] Or, more 
plainly, speaketh fidsehood. Ps. 
xzx?iii. 12. 

— A right hand of viekednest] 
Or, of peijury ; meaning, perhaps, 
when they raise their right hand for 
an oath, they swear falsely. See 
Oen. xiv. 22; Isa. xliv. 20, and 
verse 11. 

9. I will sing a new iong, &c.] 
Compare Hey. t. 9, 10. 
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11. JniquUy] "Falsehood." 

12. As the young plantsj Or, it 
may be, as plants shooting up 
Tigoronsly in tneir yonth. 

— The polished comers of the 
temple] Tall and gracefnl, like tha 
rich and ornamental colamns of the 
temple. 

13. Oamers] Granaries. Dent. 
XXX. 9. 

— Streets] Broad and open ways. 

14. Complaining] Lamentation'. 

Ps. CXLV. bears in Bib. Ycr^ 



Day so. 



PSALM CXLV. 



2 Every day will I give thanks unto Thee : and 
praise thy Name for ever and ever. 

3 Great is the Lord, and marvellous, worthy to be 
praised . : there is no end of his greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise thy works unto another : 
and declare thy power. 

5 As for me, I will be talking of thy worship : thy 
glory, thy praise, and wondrous works ; 

6 So that men shall speak of the might of thy 
marvellous acts ; and I will also tell of thy great- 
ness. 

7 The memorial of thine abundant kindness shall be 
shewed : and men shall sing of thy righteousness. 

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful : long-sufferings 
and of great goodness. 

9 The Lord is loving unto every man : and his 
mercy is over all his works. 

10 All thy works praise Thee, Lord : and thy 
saints give thanks imto Thee. 

. 1 1 They shew the glory of thy kingdom : and talk 
of thy power ; 

12 That thy power, thy glory, and mightiness of thy 
kingdom : might be known unto men. 



the title of "David's Psalm of 
Praise." Unlike many of the other 
•ongs of the same inspired minstrel, 
in which the notes of sorrow and 
distress are hlended with those of 
joy and happiness, this Psalm is one 
of praise and thanksgiving throi^h- 
out. From the first verse to the 
lastj Jehovah is extolled for his 
greatness, his power, his glory, 
his righteousness, his mercy, the 
wonders of his Creation, the eter- 
nity of his kingdom^ and the ex- 
cellency and perfection of his moral 
attributes. There was a saying 
funong the Hebrews of old that, 
.' He could not fail of being a child 
of the world to come, who should 
Twerte this Fsalm three times every 
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day;' meaning, probably, at the 
three regular periods of deTotion 
(Ps. Iv. 17). It is indeed such a 
Psalm as we may imagine to be song 
round the Throne of Gk>d, bv ' an- 
gels and archangels, and all the 
company of Heaven.' 

8. Marvellous f worthy ^he^f&xt" 
vellous is here used adverbially, and 
properly the two words should be 
coupled by a hyphen. MarveUout- 
worthy to be praised^ corresponds 
with the " greatly to be praised" of 
the Bible Version. 

7. The memorial, &c.]] In other 
words, men shall keep alive in songs 
of praise the memory of thy over- 
flowing goodness. 



PSALM CXLVL 
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13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom : and thy 
dominion endureth throughout all ages. 

14 The Lord upholdeth all such as fall : and lifteth 
up all those that are down. 

15 The eyes of all wait upon Thee, Lord : and 
Thou givest them their meat in due season. ^ 

16 Thou openest thine hand : and fillest all things 
living with plenteousness. 

17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways : and holy 
in all his works. 

18 The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon 
Him : yea, all such as call upon Him faithfully. 

19 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him : 
He also will hear their cry, and will help them. 

20 The Lord preserveth all them that love Him :, 
but scattereth abroad all the ungodly. 

21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord : 
and let all flesh give thanks unto his holy Name for 
ever and ever. 

Psalm CXLVL 

SURE TRUST TO BE REPOSED IN GOD ALONE. 

PEAISE the Lord, my soul ; while I live will I 
praise the Lord : yea, as long as I have any being, 
I will sing praises unto my God. 

2 put not your trust in princes, nor in any child 
of man : for there is no help in them. 



IS. Thy kingdoni] This assertion 
of an everlasting kingdom carries 
US on to that universal reign of 
Christ which shall have no end. 
See Daniel vii. ]4<. 

14. Suck <u fail] Them that 
are falling. 

20. But scattereih abroad^ &c.] 
"But all the wicked will He destroy. 

21. All flesh'] All mankind. 

, Ps. CXLVI. and the remaining 
four are called Hallelujah Psalms , 
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as all begin with the word Halleln- 
jah, or * Praise the Lord.' It is 
supposed that tliey were written 
in the time of Nehemiah, for the 
public service of the second Temple. 
2. put not your trust] It is 
vain to trust in any of the race of 
man, even the chiefest and most 
powerful, for all are equally mortal, 
and unable to save even themselves 
from death. He alone (4) is to be 
considered happy, who hath the God 
of Jacob for ti& tks.l^» Xvx^tsv^.'^. 



Day 30. 



PSALM CXLVII. 



3 For when the breath of man goeth forth he shall 
turn again to his earth : and then all his thoughts perish. 

4 Blessed is he that hath the God of Jacob for his 
help : and whose hope is in the Lord his Grod ; 

5 Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
therein is : who keepeth his promise for ever ; 

6 Who helpeth them to right that suffer wrong : 
who feedeth the hungry. 

7 The Lord looseth men out of prison : the Lord 
giveth sight to the blind. 

8 The Lord helpeth them that are fallen : the Lord 
careth for the righteous. 

9 The Lord careth for the strangers ; He defendeth 
the fatherless and widow : as for the way of the un- 
godly, He tumeth it upside down. 

10 The Lord thy God, Sion, shall be King for 
evermore : and throughout all generations. 



Bvening.'] 



Psalm CXLVII. 



[Day 30. 



RETURN FROM OAPTIVrrY.— GOD's POWER AND GOODNESS. 

OPEAISE the Lord, for it is a good thing to sing 
praises unto our God : yea, a joyful and pleasant 
thing it is to be thankfiQ. 

2 The Lord doth build up Jerusalem : and gather 
together the outcasts of Israel 



3. JU hi* ihoHffhU perish] All 
his plans for himself, all his means 
of counselling or assisting others, 
shall come to an end. 

7. The Lord loosetK] It will he 
ohserved how closely this account 
of the merciful goodness of Jehovah 
to his creatures agrees with the his- 
tory of our Lord s miracles in the 
Gospel. See Matt. xi. 6 ; Luke iv. 
18 ; John ix. 7 ; x. 16. Compare 
Isa. xlix. 9 ; Ixi. 1. 

8. The Lord Mpeth, &c.] This 
verse ia more accurately rendered 
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in Bible Version, "The Lord raiaeth 
them that are bowed down : the 
Lord loveth the righteous." 

9. He turneth U t^aide dotonK 
He turneth the steps of the wickea 
out of the path on which they had 
entered, so as to defeat or frustrate 
their purpose. Job t. 12, IS. 

Ps. CXLVIL and those whidi 
follow, to the end of the Psalter^ 
are characterised by a sin^rularly 
cheerful and joyous tone, which may, 
perhaps, he ascribed to the national 
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3 He healeth those that are broken in heart : and 
giveth medicine to heal their sickness. 
: 4 He telleth the number of the stars : and calleth 
them all by their names. 

5 Great is our Lord, and great is his power : yea> 
and his wisdom is infinite. 

6 The Lord setteth up the meek : and bringeth the 
ungodly down to the ground. 

7 O sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving : sing 
praises upon the harp unto our Gk)d ; 

8 Who covereth the heaven with clouds, and pre- 
pareth rain for the earth : and maketh the grass to grow 
upon the mountains, and herb for the use of men ; 

9 Who giveth fodder unto the cattle : and feedeth 
the young ravens that call upon Him. 

10 He hath no pleasure in the strength of an horse : 
neither delighteth He in any man's legs. 

1 1 But the Lord's delight is in them that fear Him : 
and put their trust in his mercy. 

12 Praise the Lord, Jerusalem : praise thy God, 
O Sion. 

13 For. He hath made fast the bars of thy gates : 
and hath blessed thy children within thee. 



rejoicing at the rebuilding of the 
wails of Jenualem (Nehem. iii.) ; 
and the reunion of the long-dis- 
persed people accordingto prophecy. 
See Tsa. xi. 12 ; Ivi. 8. 

3. Giveth medicine, &c.] Or bet- 
ter, as in Bible Version, *^ bindeth 
up their wounds.*' 

4. The number of the stars, &c.] 
The allusion to the infinite know- 
ledge of the Almighty, in numbering 
and naming the stars, seems intro- 
duced for the purpose of convincing 
his people that Ue knows their 
condition and circumstances, and 
can bring together again his * out- 
casts ' from all the countries in 
which they have been scattered. 
Compare Isa. xL 26. 
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6. The Lord setteth up, &c.] It 
is the attribute of an All-righteous 
God to exalt the humble and meek, 
and to cast down the proud and 
self-confident. See 1 Sam. ii. 8; 
Luke i. 52 ; James iv. 6. 

10, 11. He hath no pleasure, &c.] 
God regardeth not the strength of 
horses, nor man*s agility and swift- 
ness of foot. Ue gives not the 
victory to those who rely on cavalry 
or infantry, but looks with favour 
on those only who fear Him and 
trust to Ills protection. See Ps. xx. 
7, and note ; Amos ii. 16. 

13. The bars of thv gates'] The 
rebuilding of the walls and towen 
of Jerusalem may, perhaps, be here 
referred to. I^eh. iv. 7. 



Day 30. 



PSALM CXLVIII, 



14 He maketh. peace in thy borders : and filleth 
thee with the flour of wheat 

15 He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth : 
and his word runneth very swiftly. 

16 He giveth snow like wool : and scattereth the 
hoar-frost like ashes. 

17 He casteth forth his ice like morsels : who is 
able to abide his frost ? 

18 He sendeth out his word, and melteth them : He 
bloweth with his wind, and the waters flow. 

19 He sheweth his word unto Jacob ; his statutes 
and ordinances unto Israel. 

20 He hath not dealt so with any nation : neither 
have the heathen knowledge of his laws. 

Psalm CXLVIII. 

ALL CREATION CALLED TO PRAISE THE GREAT CREATOR. 

OPKAISE the Lord of heaven : praise Him in the 
height 

2 Praise Him, all ye angels of his : praise Him, all 
his host. 

3 Praise Him, sun and moon : praise Him, all ye 
stars and light 

4 Praise Him, all ye heavens : and ye waters that 
are above the heavens. 



14. The flour of wheaf\ « The 
finest of the wheat." Compare 
Dent, xxxii. 14. 

17. Se casteth forth his ice like 
morsels'l The allusion seems to be 
to hailstones, which fall about us 
like morsels of bread. God is de- 
scribed in this and other Psalms, as 
the great agent in the works of 
nature. 

20. He hath not dealt so with any 
nation] God's special favour to his 
chosen people is here gratefully 
acknowledged. They alone of all 
nations had been admitted to a 
knowledge of his laws and ways. 
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Ps. CXLVIII. is an animated 
appeal to heaven and earth, to 
angels and spirits above, and then, 
in order, to all the inhabitants of 
earth, air, and sea, to exalt and 
magnify the Lord and Maker of 
all. The ' Benedicite,* or Song of 
the Three Children (Dan. iii.), 
which is sometimes used instead of 
the * Te Deum * at Morning Ser- 
vice, is a paraphrase and expansion 
of this Psalm. 

1. In the heighf] Ye who dwdl 
in the highest heavens. 

8. All ye stars and liahC] Rather, 
"All ye stars oClight.*^ 



PSALM CXLIX. 



Day 30. 



5 Let them praise the Name of the Lord : for He 
spake the word, and they were made ; He commanded, 
and they were created. 

6 He hath made them fast for ever and ever : He 
hath given them a law which shall not be broken. 

7 Praise the Lord upon earth : ye dragons, and all 
deeps ; 

8 Fire and hail, snow and vapours : wind and 
storm, fulfilling his word ; 

9 Mountains and aU hills : fruitful trees and all 
cedars ; 

10 Beasts and all cattle : worms and feathered fowl ; 

11 Kings of the earth and all people : princes and 
all judges of the world ; 

12 Young men and maidens, old men and children, 
praise the STame of the Lord : for his Name only is 
excellent, and his praise above heaven and earth. 

13 He shall exalt the horn of his people; all his 
saints shall praise Him : even the children of Israel, 
even the people that serveth Him, 



o 



Psalm CXLIX. 

THE TRIUMPH OF THE CHURCH. 

SING- unto the Lord a new song : let the con- 
gregation of saints praise Him. 



6. A laip] The law which regu- 
lates the motions of the heavenly 
bodies, and keeps them in their 
several orbits. 

7. Te draffons] Sea-monsters, 
probably whales. 

8. Vapours] Some old transla- 
tions render the word, Ice. 

10. Worna] Or generally, as in 
Bible Version, "creeping things." 

12. His praise^ &c.] Rather, 
" his glory;" 

13. He shall exalty &c.] The 
Psalmist, after having exhorted all 
creatures in heaven and earth to 
praise the Lord, reminds the Israel- 
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ites (the people that served, or were 
" near unto Hira," Bible Version) 
of the special reasons they have to 
laud and magnify Him for his 
manifold favours to their nation. 

Ps. CXLIX.— The Psalmist calls 
upon the people to unite in songs 
of praise and thanksgiving to Jeho- 
vah, for the salvation which He had 
wrought for them, and also in anti- 
cipation of the future triumph of 
the kingdom of God over the hea- 
then world. 

1. A new smfft fte.] Sing a 
fresh song for some new merc^ (ir 



y 



DAT 30. 



PSALM OL. 



2 Let Israel rejoice in Kim that made him : and let 
the children of Sion be joyful in their King. 

3 Let them praise his Kame in the dance : let them 
sing prabes unto Him with tabret and harp. 

4 For the Lord hath pleasure in his people : and 
helpeth the meek-hearted. 

5 Let the saints be joyM with glory : let them 
rejoice in their bed& 

6 Let the praises of God be in their mouth : and & 
two-edged sword in their hands ; 

7 To be avenged of the heathen : and to rebuke the 
people; 

8 To bind their kings in chains : and their nobles 
with links of iron. 

9 That they may be avenged of them, as it is 
written : such honour have all his saints. 



o 



Psalm CL. 



UNTVBRSAL SONG OF PRAISE. 



PKAISE God in his holiness : praise Him in the 
firmament of his power. 



deliTerance ; sing his praise in the 
assembly of his ser?aDts. 

8. Jn the dance] Eefer to Exod. 
XV. 20 ; 2 Sara. vi. 14. 

6. Let them rejoice in their heds\ 
Let his ransomed saints, who, bat 
a short time ago, watered their 
conches with tetu^, now exult while 
they lie npon their beds at the 
thought of the wonderful restora- 
tion which God had wrought out for 
them. Refer to Hos. vii. 14. 

6. A two-edged aioord] While 
bletting God as the author of their 
present pro8perity,let them be ready 
to 6xecat« his judgments upon the 
■nrronnding heathen nations. Ee- 
fer to Nehem. iv. 17. 

8. To hind their hingt] In other 
words. To bring the powers of the 
world into captivity to the obedience 
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of Christ. See 2 Cor. x. 6. 

9. That they may be avenged of 
thetHy as it is written'] "To execute 
upon them the judgment written." 
See Deut. vii. 24 ; xxxii. 41 — 43. 
The final judgment of the world, 
when the angels shall separate the 
wicked from the just, seems ta be 
here foreshown. 

— Such honour^ &c.] The ho- 
nour of being God's instruments in 
subduing the heathen nations and 
their kings. Deut. vii. 24; xxxii. 
41 — 43 J JELev. xvii. 14. 

Ps. CL. may be regarded sA a 
doxology, forming a suitable con- 
clusion of the whole Pbalter. 

1. In his holiness] Or, " In his 
sanctuary;" i,e. his temple, or 
Church upon earth. 



PSALM CL. 



Day 80. 



2 Praise Him in his noble acts : praise Him accord- 
ing to his excellent greatness. 

3 Praise Him in the sound of the trumpet : praise 
Him upon the lute and harp. 

4 Praise Him in the cymbals and dances : praise 
Him upon the strings and pipe. 

5 Praise Him upon the well-tuned cymbals : praise 
Him upon the loud cymbals. 

6 Let every thing that hath breath : praise the 
Lord. 



1. The jirmameni of his power] 
His heavenly temple — ^the bound- 
less expanse of the heavens, which 
are the work of his creative power. 

2. His excellent greatness] Or, 
The greatness of his majesty. 

8. The lute] Or psalteiy,. a 
atringed instmment. 

4. Upon the strings and pipel 
*'With stringed instmments and 
organs." Isa. zxxviii. 20. 

6. Lei every thing that hath breath, 
&c.] If all things animate may 
properly be called upon to bless 
their Maker for his goodness, what 



an infinitely heavier debt of grati- 
tude is due from us, who have been 
not only created by his power, but 
redeemed by his infinite love in 
Christ Jesus, through Whom also 
we have been made heirs of his 
eternal kingdom. 



Glokt be to the Father, and 

TO THE Son, AND TO THE llOI^T 

Ohost. 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and eteb shall be, 

WOBLD WITHOUT END. AmEN. 
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